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DEDICATION. 


To  the  people  of  Texas  aad  tke  TJnitad  States,  tMa  -work  is  re- 
speiitfuUy  mecribed,  with  the  fervent  hope  that  it  may,  in  some 
degree,  lead  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  past,  and  tend  some- 
what to  the  diiiiuiution  of  all  tmpleasaiit  feelings  engendered  in 
their  hearts  bj  their  mutual  sufferings  and  calamities  during  the 
late  contest  hetween  the  Northern  and  Southern  States. 

In  a  history  of  Texas,  it  is  impossible  to  omit  the  four  long 
■weary  years  of  war,  yet  the  ■writer  has  not  treated  these  at  any 
length,  nor  attem.pted  a  description  of  a  single  one  of  the  many 
bloody  engagements  of  the  war,  hoping  that  they  may  he  remem- 
bered alone  to  prevent  their  recurrence. 

The  settlement  of  Anglo-Americans  in  Tesas,  and  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  Texas  Revolution,  and  the  establishment  of  the 
Republic  of,  Texas,  with  a  narrative  of  tbe  principal  events  which 
occurred  during  its  existence,  constitute  the  main  part  of  this 
Toluine,  and  vindicate  the  citizens  of  Texas  as  well  as  those  of  the 
United  States  from  the  unjust  chai^  of  Mexicans,  that  by  might, 
not  right,  Texas  was  wrested  from  Mexico,  and  made  one  of  the 
United  States. 

Although  the  Comanches  and  other  Indians  were  in  the  peace- 
able occupation  and  enjoyment  of  most  all  of  Texas  in  1836,  the 
wiit«r  has  not  investigated  their  title,  but  admits  that  of  Spain 
and  Mexico  to  have  been  good,  and  claims,  through  the  latter,  as 
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the  TJaited  States  claim  tlieir  soil  through  Great  Britain,  by  the 
right  of  reYolution  ami  aeK-preservatii^n, 

In  this  volume,  the  author's  intentioa  has  been  to  show  plainly 
and  clearly  to  the  world,  that  Tesana  were  not  only  right  in  throw- 
ing off  the  govettiment  of  Mexicana  (who  had  invited  them  to 
J  their  wild  lands  with  the  promiae  of  equal  rights  with 
md  after  inducing  them  through  empresarios,  or  co- 
lonial agents,  to  leave  their  homes  in  the  United  States  and  endure 
the  hardships  and  privations  incident  to  the  settlement  of  a 
country  bordering  on  warlike  savages,  and,  afterwards  faithless 
to  their  promises,  attempted  to  enslave  them),  but  that  they  de- 
serve the  praise  of  all  good  people  for  changing  a  wilderness  into 
green  fields  and  happy  homes,  founding  prosperous  cities  in  the 
whilom  haunts  of  the  cruel  Comanches,  aad,  after  ten  years'  warfare 
(igainst  vastly  superior  numbers,  adding  a  great  State  (more  than 
five  times  larger  than  the  State  of  New  York,  and  containing  more 
than  a  million  inhabitants)  to  the  American  TJidon,  which,  may 
the  great,  wise,  and  most  merciful  God,  forever  shield,  protect,  and 
advance,  in  power,  wisdom,  and  happiness  I 
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PREFACE. 


Ih  the  gi'eat  arena  of  human  life,  whether  in  the  canse  of 
■virtue  and  progress,  or  in  that  of  -viee  and  immorality,  wise 
men  have  agreed  that 

"  The  pen  ia  migMier  than,  the  eword." 

Whenever  a  free  and  elevated  press  haa  attacked  any  pub- 
lic abuse,  or  any  public  policy  in  a  government  of  the  peo- 
ple, it  will  be  observed  that  it  has  been  changed. 

"  Tlioughts  that  teoatlie  and  words  that  buna," 

are  sent  out  by  the  press  to  eagerly  waiting  readers,  who 
may  be  benefited  or  injured  thereby. 

The  personification  of  a  virtuous  thought  may  aiTest  the 
hand  of  a  would-be  assassin,  humble  the  prond  heai't  of  the 
monarch  on  his  throne,  and  lead  one  who  is  far  astray  from 
the  lovely  paths  of  rectitude  and  happiness,  to  the  worship 
of  the  pure,  the  beautiful  and  the  good. 

A  story  well  told,  of  noble  and  generous  action,  may  th]i]l 
the  baivl  heart  of  an  obdurate  miser  with  admiration,  and 
cause  him  to  give  his  hoarded  treasures  to  the  relief  of  the 


But  while  good  thoughts  come  to  na  from  the  press  as  rain 
fi-om  heaven,  causing  us  to  be  "  gentle,  mild  and  kind  " — "  to 

be  wise  as  serpents  but  harmless  as  doves " — alas,  it  often 
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happens  that  ugly,  hateful  and  slanderous  lies  issne  fvoin  the 
prees  and  go  forth  on  their  miseion  of  evil. 

And  a  prostituted  pres6  is  almost  as  powerful  for  evil  in 
malriiig  the  woi-se  appear  the  better  side,  as  the  virtuous 
press  is  in  the  defence  of  truth. 

The  great  poet  of  Avon  says : 

"  Slander, 
Wtose  edge  js  sliarper  than  the  swocd  ;  whoso  tongue 
Out-Tenoma  all  the  worms  of  Nile  ;  wtose  breafcb. 
Bidei  on  the  pasaii^  wiada,  and  dot>h  belie 
All  comers  of  the  world,  Kings,  Qacans  and  States, 
Maids,  matrons,  nay,  the  seorats  o£  tta  grave 
This  viperona  slander  enters." 

Now,  in  view  of  tlie  power  of  the  press  for  good  and  eTil, 
I  do  most  earnestly  pray  tlie  Almighty  to  aid  and  encourage, 
to  comfort  and  cherish,  pai-ticularly  here  in  America,  a  truth- 
ful and  virtuous  press. 

But  a  lying,  slanderous  one,  let  it  not  abide  in  our  counti7 ! 
and  may  the  eyes  of  those  who  support  sucli  a  one  be  opened 
to  the  enormity  of  their  offence  1 

May  they  see  and  understand  that  to  buy  and  read  a 
slanderous  history  is  to  give  aid,  comfort  and  encom-agement 
to  vice : 

"  Which  is  a  monBter  of  so  frigbtftil  mien. 
As  to  be  hated  needs  but  to  be  seen ; 
Yet  seen  too  oft,  familiar  with  her  face, 
We  first  endure,  then  pity,  then  embrace." 

The  historian  should  be  fomid  upon  the  watch-tower  of 
freedom  soundhig  the  alarm  and  giving  notice  of  the  insiili- 
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ous  approach  of  the  enemies  of  liberty  or  worldng  for  the 
advancement  of  learning,  the  progre^  of  science  and  art. 

He  should  labor  in  the  gloriouB  cause  of  hnmanity  for 
■whatsoeyer  things  tend  to  prodnoe  the  greatest  happiness  to 
the  greatest  number. 

And  hia  noble  efforts  thus  directed  to  the  happiness  of 
mankuifl  should  receive  the  sympathy  and  encouragement 
of  all  good  people.  Such  men  live  in  the  memory  of  a 
grateful  posterity  as  benefactors  of  their  race. 

Magnanimous  Hector  will  keep  Homer  fresh  in  the  hearts 
of  his  readers  so  long  as  men  continue  to  admire  hono^  and 
braveiy. 

Shakspeare,  Bacon  aud  Addison  will  never  die,  while  onr 
ovra  Franklin,  Jefferson  and  Irving  will  forever  live  in  the 
hearts  of  their  conntrymen. 

If,  in.  the  following  pages,  the  writer  has  prostituted  his 
pen  and  thrown  impediments  in  the  way  of  his  people  and 
country  to  prosperity  and  happiness,  in  the  impr^sive  lan- 
guage of  the  poet; 

*        ■*         "         "  Tte  wretct 

Living,  shall  forfeit  fair  renown, 

And,  doubly  dying,  shall  go  down 

To  the  vile  duat,  from  whence  he  sprung', 

Unwept,  unhonored  and  Tmaiing." 

Even  the  doom  of  the  traitor,  prononnced  by  the  author  of 
"  Lalla  Kookh,"  that  he  should  live  in  sight  of  the  glorious  and 
ineffable  joys  of  paradise  without  being  permitted  to  enter — 

"Beholding  heaven  and  feelir^hell," 

would  not  be  too  bad  for  hira. 
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His  object  has  been  to  amuse  and  interest,  if  not  to  in- 
etruct,  and  he  closes  the  preface  to  his  book  with  the  presuinp- 
tuoua  quotation  from  the  poet : 


e  Witt  tic  dead  ;  a 
My  place  wiili  tiem.  will  be, 
And  I  with  them  shall  travel  on 

Through  all  futurity. 
Tet  leaving  here  a  name,  I  tiust, 
That  will  not  perish  in  the  dust. 
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HISTOEY   OF   TEXAS. 


CHAPTER  I. 


The  Discovery  of  Tesas  claimed  by  France  and  Spain. — Its  Settlement 
by  the  Spanish. — Ori^  of  tbe  Name. — Inters  of  Generals  Jackson 
and  Houston Mexican  Troops  expelled  from  Texas. 

rriHE  early  Metory  of  Texas,  like  that  of  Greece, 
-*-  Rome,  or  the  Oriental  nations  of  the  Old  World, 
is  somewliat  involved  in  obscurity.  For  wliile  dis- 
tinguislied  French  ■writers  claim  that  La  Salle  took 
possession  of  the  whole  country  from  the  Mississippi 
river  to  the  Rio  Grande  in  the  year  1685,  and  made 
settlements  therein  for  the  glory  and  renown  of  their 
gra/riid  monarque  Louis  XIV.,  Spanish  historians  af- 
firm that  De  Soto,  so  far  back  as  1544,  took  possession 
of  all  the  country  lying  west,  as  well  as  east  of  the 
Father  of  Wat&t's,  in  the  name  of  his  most  Catholic 
majesty,  the  King  of  Spain. 

But  as  the  names  given  to  all  the  principal  rivers  ia 
Texas,  such  as  Trinidad,  Angelina,  Brazos  de  Dies, 
Colorado,  Neches,   Nueces,  Guadalupe,  Salado,   San 
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Marcos,  Frio,  Pecos  and  Bio  Grrande,  are  SpaiiisTi,  we 
may  reasonably  conclnde  tliat  Spain,  ratlier  than 
France,  first  settled  Texas. 

And  yet  even  tlie  name,  Texas,  is  of  doiibtful  origin, 
for  while  some  say  that  it  was  the  name  of  the  capi- 
tal village  of  the  Nassonite  Indians,  others  assert  that 
it  is  deiived  from  the  Spanish  word  tejer,  to  weave,  and 
applied  to  weaving  the  grass  over  and  around  their 
cottages  ;  and  others  that  it  is  from  tsjas,  tiles,  cover- 
ings, or  cobwebs. 

The  latter  say  that  at  an  early  day  some  Spaniards 
travelling  the  Camino  del  Eey,  between  San  Antonio 
and  the  Hondo,  camped  on  the  Neches,  and  their  com- 
mander, in  the  morning,  beholding  many  spider-webs 
between  himself  and  the  rising  sun,  all  spangled  with 
dew  drops  and  glitteiing  like  diamonds,  joyfully  es- 
claimed  :  "  Mira  Im  tejas  !  " — that  is  to  say,  "  Look 
at  the  spider  webs  !  " — and  named  the  land  Texas. 

The  records  of  the  famous  mission  of  the  Alarao 
show  that  it  was  founded  in  1703  by  the  order  of  St, 
Francis. 

Before  that  time,  in  1691,  the  Spaniards  had  made 
small  settlements  on  the  Hondo,  Neches,  and  Guada- 
lupe, but  on  account  of  Indian  hostilities  they  were 
abandoned. 

Not  until  1715  were  missions  permanently  estab- 
lished and  maintained  at  the  Alamo,  Concepcion,  San 
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Jose,  and  among  the  Acs  and  Nacogdoeliea  Indians, 
near  tlie  present  cities  of  San  Angustine  and  K^acog- 
doches. 

Fi'om.  civil  strife,  troubles  witli  tbe  Indians,  and 
other  causes,  the  Spanish  settlements  did  not  fiourisli, 
for  in  1765  the  whole  population  of  the  province  of 
Texas  was  estimated  at  1,500- — one-half  European, 
the  other  half  domiciliated  Indians ;  while  the  sum 
total  of  its  exports  and  imports  were  estimated  at  only 
ninety  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Under  Spanish  despotism  and  priestei'aft,  immigra' 
tion  from  other  countries  than  Spain  was  prohibited, 
and  Texas  continued  to  languish  until  1821,  when 
Moses  Austin,  the  father  of  S.  F.  Austin,  was  empow- 
ered to' introduce  colonists,  who  were  to  receive  640 
acres  of  land  each,  provided  they  were  Eoman  Cath- 
olics, of  good  character  and  habits,  and  would  be 
faithful  subjects  of  his  Catholic  majesty. 

Moses  Austin  died  in  1821,  but  his  grant  to  found 
a  colony  in  Texas  was  confirmed  to  Ms  son,  S.  F. 
Austin  on  the  18tb  of  Febraaiy,  1823,  by  Iturbide, 
Emperor  of  Mexico,  who,  on  the  nineteenth  of  Ma,rch 
thereafter,  abdicated,  and  gave  way  for  the  Republic 
of  Mexico,  under  which  Austin's  grant  was  confirmed 
on  the  fourteenth  of  April  following,  when  he  pro- 
ceeded to  locate  and  settle  San  Filipe,  as  the  capita] 
of  his  colony. 
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Soon  after,  Hayden  Edwards,  Sterling  0.  Robert 
son,  Martin  de  Leon,  Grreen  De  Witt,  James  Power, 
M'Mullen,  and  Gloine,  were  also  made  ern^^es<wios,  as 
tlie  leaders  of  colonies  were  called,  and  authorized  to 
introduce  immigrants  ;  and  made  settlements  at  Gon 
zales,  Victoria,  Goliad,  Refugio,  Liberty,  and  at  Na- 
cogdoches. 

Besides  tliose  introduced  by  tbe  empresarios,  many 
immigrants  came  on  tlieir  own  account,  and  after  look- 
ing round,  exercised  the  divine  right  of  Popes,  Kings, 
and  American  citizens,  squatter  sovereignly;  they 
pitched  their  tents  in  the  forest  on  streams  of  running 
water,  built  their  rude  houses,  fenced  in  rich  land, 
ploughed,  planted,  and — although  often  annoyed  by 
Indians  and  thieves — made  bountiful  crops  and  happy 
homes. 

In  December,  1832,  when  General  Sam  Houston, 
an  ex-member  of  Congress,  and  ex-governor  of  Ten- 
nessee, from  his  voluntary  exile  among  savages- — with 

whom 

"■WrougM  upon,  perpJex'tT  in  the  extreme," 

he  had  sought  relief — first  came  to  Texas,  he  found 
but  two  houses  between  Jonesborough  and  Kacog- 
doches. 

After  visiting  San  Filipe,  San  Antonio,  and  Natch- 
itoches, Louisiana,  fascinated  vdth  the  country,  ha 
settled  iu  Nacogdoches. 
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His  name  fills  the  brightest  pages  of  Texan  his- 
tory, and  he  is  called  the  father  of  Texas. 

Yoakum  says  of  him  : 

"Among  the  new-comers  into  Texas  in  the  year  1832 
was  Sam  Houston,  late  governor  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, a  man  of  extraordinary  fortunes.  By  birth  a 
Virgiaiau,  but  brought  up  in  Blount  Connty,  among 
the  mountains  of  East  Tennessee,  he  volunteered  at  an 
early  age  as  a  soldier  in  the  army ;  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  lieutenant;  fought  at  the  battle  of  the 
Horseshoe,  in  which  he  was  severely  wounded ;  re- 
turned to  Tennessee,  where  he  attracted  the  attention 
of  General  Jackson,  and  was  taken  into  his  military 
family ;  was  appointed  Indian  agent  for  the  Chero- 
kees ;  he  afterward  studied  law,  was  elected  attorney- 
general  for  Tennessee,'  and  major-general  of  the  state 
militia;  represented  the  Nashville  district  in  Con- 
gress, and  was  elected  governor  of  the  state.  He  was 
appointed  second  lieutenant  in  the  39th  regiment  of. 
infantry,  by  President  Madison,  on  the  20th  of  April, 
181o,  "  to  rank  as  such  from  the  20th  of  May,  1814; " 
and  first  lieutenant  in  the  1st  regiment  of  infantry,  by 
President  Monroe,  on  the  oth  of  March,  1818,  "  to  rank 
as  such  from  the  1st  of  May,  1817."  In  November, 
1817,  he  was  appointed  sub-agent  of  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians. On  the  14th  of  December,  1821,  he  was  elected 
major-general   of  the  middle  division  of  Teiine=*see 
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militia.  In  August  of  tlie  yeai's  1823  and  1825  lie 
was  elected  a  representative  to  Congress;  and  in 
August,  1827,  te  was  chosen  governor  of  tlie  State  of 
Tennessee ;  man-ied^ — which  soon  proving  unfortunate, 
he  resigned  his  office  of  governor,  and  in  April,  1829, 
went  into  voluntary  exile  among  those  Cherokee  In- 
dians, for  whom  he  had  been  agent  twelve  years  before. 
But  they  had  been  removed,  and  in  1829  were  living 
on  the  Indian  lands  near  Cantonment  Gibson.  He  bad 
been  adopted bythe  chief,  Oolooteka,  and  on  the  21st 
of  October  of  the  above-mentioned  year  was  admitted 
to  the  rights  of  citizenship  by  an  official  act  of  the 
authorities  of  the  nation.  Among  these  people  he  sub- 
sisted by  trade,  making  an  occasional  trip  to  the  older 
states. 

In  June  1829,  President  Jackson  thus  wrote  to  biia 
about  his  exile  and  misfortunes: 


"  Mj  affliction  was  great,  and  as  mudi  as  I  ■well  coulcT  beiir,  when  I 
parted  ■with  you  on  the  18th  of  January  last.  I  then  viewed  you  as  on 
the  brink  of  happiness,  and  rejoiced.  About  to  be  united  in  maniage 
fo  a  beautiful  young  lady,  of  accomplished  manners  and  of  respectable 
connections,  and  of  your  own  selection — you  the  governor  of  the  state, 
and  holding  tlie  affections  of  the  people:  these  were  your  prospects 
when  I  shook  yoa  by  the  hand  and  Earfe  y<mfaTemll .'  Ton  can  well 
jndge  of  my  astonishment  and  giief  in  receiving  a  letter  from  you,  dated 
at  Little  Rock,  A.,  T.,  11th  of  May,  conveying  the  sad  intelligence  that 
you  were  then  a  private  citizen, '  an  eadle  from  your  country ! '  "VVliat 
reverse  of  f oitune !    How  unstable  are  ail  human  affairs  1 " 
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"Wliat  a  sad  commentary  on  tlie  emptiaess  of  all 
earthly  things? 

The  vanity  of  fame,  ambition  gratified,  the  posses- 
sion of  wealth,  beauty,  and  power ! 

Gov.  Houston  had  them  alt,  and  yet,  being  unhappy, 
resigned  them  and  went  into  voluntary  exile  among 


savages 


But; 

"There's  a  divinity  that  shapes  oiar  encts, 
Eongii-hcw  them  how  we  will" 

Soon  becoming  weary  of  his  life  with  the  Indians, 
he  quit  them  and  returned  again  to  his  people,  after 
which,  with  his  majestic  person  and  excellent  mind, 
he  became  a  Sa/mson  in  the  field  and  a  Solomon  in 
counsel. 

As  an  evidence  of  his  masterly  genius,  which  seemed 
then  to  foresee  the  glorious  results  of  the  Texas  revo- 
lution, as  it  did  later,  the  disastrous  end  of  our  late 
unhappy  civil  war,  and  in  order  to  inform  the  reader 
what  Texas  then  was  under  Mexican  domination,  and 
the  brilliant  future  awaiting  her,  Ihere  insert  a  genuine, 
■verbatim  et  UteraUm  letter,  which  speats  for  itself, 
from  the  beloved  "  Father  of  Texas,"  to  his  life-long 
friend,  the  illustrious  hero  of  Chalmette ; 
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Nachitoces,  La.,  Feb.  13,  1833. 

To  Peesideh"t  Jacksoit  : 

Dear  Sir — Having  been  as  -far  as  Besar,  in  the 
province  of  Texas,  where  I  had  an  interview  with  the 
Comanche  Indians,  I  am,  in  possession  of  some  informa- 
tion that  will  doubtless  be  interesting  to  you,  and 
may  be  calculated  to  forward  your  views,  if  you 
should  entertain  any,  touching  the  acquisition  of 
Texas  by  the  United  States.  That  such  a  measure  is 
desirable  by  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  population  of 
the  province,  I  cannot  doubt.  They  &y^  now  ivithout 
laws  to  govern  or  protect  them,  Mexico  is  involved 
in  civil  war.  The  Federal  Constitution  has  never 
been  in  operation.  The  government  is  essentially 
despotic,  and  must  be  so  for  years  to  come.  The  ru- 
lers have  not  honesty,  and  the  people  have  not  intelli- 
gence. 

The  people  of  Texas  are  determined  to  form  a 
State  government,  and  to  separate  from  Coahuila ; 
and  unless  Mexico  is  soon  restored  to  order,  and  the 
Constitution  revived  and  re-enacted,  the  Province  of 
Texas  will  remain  separate  from  the  confederacy  of 
Mexico.  She  has  already  beaten  and  expelled  all  the 
troops  of  Mexico  from  her  soil,  nor  will  she  permit 
them  to  return.  She  can  defend  herself  against  the 
whole  power  of  Mexico  ;  for  really  Mexico  is  power- 
less and  penniless  to  all  intents  and  pm'poses.     Her 
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want  of  money,  taken  in  connection  with  the  coiii'se 
which,  Texas  mibst  mid  will  adopts  will  render  a  trans- 
fer of  Texas  inevitable  to  some  power ;  and  if  the 
United  States  does  not  press  for  it,  England  will  most 
assuredly  obtain  it  by  some  means.  Now  is  a  very 
important  crisis  for  Texas,  as  relates  to  her  future 
prosperity  and  safety,  as  well  as  the  relation  it  is  to 
bear  toward  the  United  States,  If  Tezas  is  desirable 
to  the  United  States,  it  is  now  in  the  most  favorable 
attitude,  perhaps,  that  it  can  be,  to  obtain  it  on  fair 
terms/  England  is  pressing  her  suit  for  it,  but  its 
citizens  will  resist  if  any  transfer  should  be  made  of 
them  to  any  other  power  but  the  United  States. 

I  have  travelled  nearly  five  hundred  miles  across 
Texas,  and  am  now  enabled  to  judge  pretty  correctly 
of  the  soil  and  the  resources  of  the  country.  And  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  it  the  finest  coun- 
try, to  its  extent,  upon  the  globe ;  for  the  greater 
portion  of  it  is  richer  and  more  healthy,  in  my  opin- 
ion, than  "West  Tennessee.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
but  the  country  east  of  the  Rio  Grande  would  sus- 
tain a  population  of  ten  millions  of  souls.  My  opin- 
ion is,  that  Texas  will,  by  her  members  in  convention, 
on  the  first  of  April,  declare  all  that  country  as  Tesas 
proper,  and  form  a  State  Constitution.  I  expect  to 
be  present  at  the  convention,  and  will  apprise  you  of 
the  course  adopted  so  soon  as  its  members  have  taken 
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a  final  action.  It  is  probable  I  may  make  Texas  my 
abiding  place ;  in  adopting  this  course,  I  will  never 
forget  the  country  of  my  birth. 

From  this  point  I  will  notify  the  commisaionera  of 
the  Indiana  at  Fort  Gibson  of  my  success,  which  will 
reach  you  through  the  "War  Department. 

I  have  with  much  pride  and  inexpressible  satisfac- 
tion seen  your  messages  and  proclamation  touching  the 
nulliflers  of  the  South,  and  their  "  Peaceable  reme- 
dies." God  grant  that  yoii  may  save  the  Union  !  It 
does  seem  to  me  that  it  is  reserved  for  you,  and  you 
alone,  to  render  millions  so  great  a  blessing.  I  hear 
all  voices  commend  your  course,  even  in  Texas— 
where  is  felt  the  liveliest  interest  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Republic. 

Permit  me  to  tender  you  my  sincere  felicitations, 
and  most  earnest  solicitude  for  your  health  and  hap- 
ness — and  your  future  glory,  connected  with  the  pro- 
sperity of  the  Union. 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

Saji   HoUSTOJf. 


Gen.  Houston  did  mate  this  rioli&r  and  more  lieal- 
thy  Gov/n.i/fy  than  West  Tennessee  Ms  aMding  place, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  Constitu- 
tion in  the  convention  which  met  at  San  Filipe  on  the 
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first  of  April,  1833,  but  when  he  said  iu  his  letter  to 
President  Jackson : 

"  She  has  already  beaten  and  espelled  all  the  troops 
of  Mesico  from  her  soil,  nor  will  she  permit  them  to 
return  " — he  epote  of  the  paat,  which  I  will  explain. 
In  June,  1833,  Wm.  B.  Travis,  and  P.  G.  Jack,  with 
other  Texans,  were  arrested  and  imprisoned  by  Col. 
Bradburn,  the  commanding  officer  of  Anahuac. 
1  Bradbnrn  was  a  tyrannical  a.nd  an  overbearing  man, 
but  Travis  and  Jack  were  popular,  so  their  friends 
endeavored  to  release  them. 

They  came  on  Bradbnrn  unexpectedly,  and  lie 
promised  to  release  tiiem,  but  asked  time,  in  order  to 
prepare  for  defence. 

In  the  meantime,  he  prepared,  mounted  his  cannon, 
and  caused  his  assaulters  to  retire. 

They  demanded  cannon  of  the  commander  of  Foi't 
Velaseo,  which  he  refused,  and  they  took  the  cannon 
by  force. 

The  commander,  Capt.  John  Austin,  the  Alcalde  of 
the  2d  depai'tment  of  Austin  colony,in  reply  to  an 
official  letter  of  Col.  Mexia,  who  came  with  a  fleet  of 
five  vessels  and  400  men  to  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos, 
in  order  to  find  out  and  punish  the  offenders—thus 
briefly  gives  this  portion  of  the  history  of  Texas : 

"  We  are  farmers,  and  not  soldiers ;  therefore  desire 
that  the  military  commandants  shall  not  interfere  lA-ith 
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US  at  alL  Since  1830,  we  laave  "been  pretty  niueli 
governed  militaiily,  and  ia  aueh  a  despotic  manner  tliat 
we  were  finally  driven  to  arms,  to  resist  within  tlieir 
limits  the  military  subalterns  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. We  have  not  insulted  the  flag  of  our  adopted 
country,  as  had  been  surmised  from  our  first  movements; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  we  have  sustained  its  true  dignity, 
and  attacked  those  who  had  outraged  it,  by  using  it  as 
a  pretext  for  their  encroachments  upon  the  constitution 
and  sovereignty  of  the  State  of  Coahuila  and  Texas, 
and  as  a  cover  for  their  baseness  and  peo'sonal  crimes. 
"  The  commandant  of  Fort  Velasco  acted  under  the 
orders  of  the  commandant  of  Anahuac,  Col.  Juan 
Davis  Bradburn.  An  investigation  of  the  conduct  of 
that  officer  will  inform  you  fully  of  the  details  of  many 
despotic  and  arbitary  acts.  He  was  sustained  by  the 
commandant  of  Kacogdoches,  Col.  Piedras,  and  by  that 
of  Fort  Velasco,  Lieut.-CoI  TJgartechea,  and,  conse- 
quently,  we  were  compelled  to  oppose  them  all. 

"  Therefore  we  attaclEed  Fort  Yelasco  on  the  26th 
of  last  month,  with  one  hundred  and  twelve  farmers, 
hastily  collected,  without  discipline,  and  badly  ai-med ; 
and,  after  an  obstinate  and  bloody  engagement  of 
eleven  hours,  it  surrendered,  on  the  terms  expressed  in 
the  enclosed  copy  of  the  capitulation— every  ai-ticle  of 
which  has  been  strictly  complied  mth  on  our  part,  be- 
sides furnishing  the  provisions  needed  for  the  troops." 
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Col/Mcxia  was  received  kindly  by  the  Texans,  and 
after  professing  himseli  satisfied  witli  their  explana- 
tions, returned  -with  his  fleet  and  the  garrison  of  the 
dismantled  fort  at  Velasco  to  Mexico,  in  order  to  aid 
Santa  Anna  in  establishing  the  Plan  of  Vera  Cruz. 

The  odious  Bradburn  after  being  forced  to  release 
his  pnsoners,  escaped  from  the  fort  at  Anahuac  and 
fled  to  New  Orleans. 

Among  the  persons  who  took  part  in  the  release  of 
Travis  and  Jack,  were  the  venerable  Edwin  Waller, 
Wm.  J.  Eussell,  Frank  "W.  Johnson,  Judge  Munson, 
Andrew  Mills,  Wm.  H.  Wharton,  Henry  Brown,  the 
father  of  John  Henry  Brown,  and  T.  Bennett. 

The  capture  of  Velasco  took  place  on  the  36th  June, 
and  was  followed  by  that  of  Nacogdoches  on  the  2d 
August,  1832,  which  Kennedy  thus  describes: 

Piedras,  the  commandant  at  Nacogdoches,  declined 
Mexia's  invitation  to  join  the  "Liberating  Anay"  in 
Mexico,  which  afforded  the  inhabitants  of  that  place  a 
pretext  for  expelling  him.  Declaring  in  favor  of  the 
Vera  Cruz  Plan,  the  Nacogdoches  settlers  attacked  the 
garrison  in  their  "  quartel,'"  and  after  protracted 
skirmishing,  in  which  three  Texans  were  killed  and 
seven  wounded,  and  eighteen  Mexicans  killed  and 
tweaty-two  wounded,  the  latter  evacuated  their  quar- 
ters during  the  night  and  retreated  towards  the  river 
Angftlliia.     Pursued  by  a  party  of  mounted  men,  who 
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killed  two  of  their  mamber  and  wounded  several,  their 
leader,  Piedras,  proposed  a  temporary  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities ;  as  it  was  late  in  the  evening,  he  was  allowed 
to  occupy  the  house  of  an  Anglo- Ameiican  without 
molestation  fi'oni  the  Tesans.  The  next  morning,  the 
Mexicans,  terrified  by  a  deceptive  report  of  the  ap- 
proach of  a  large  hostile  force,  surrendered  at  discre- 
tion, and,  after  being  disarmed,  were  permitted-  to 
continue  their  route  to  San  Antonio  de  Bexar.  Other 
garrisons  withdrew  into  the  interior  about  the  same 
time.  The  citizens  of  Bexar  and  the  governor  of  the 
State  openly  declared  for  the  Plan  of  Vera  Cruz ;  po- 
litical unanimity  generally  prevailed,  and  in  August, 
1832,  Texas  was  free  from  military  domination  and 
internal  stiifc 
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The  Convention  of  1833,  its  members  and  action, — Tbe  Constitution  aacl 
Memorial  prepared  by  it. — Austin  talies  tbe  Constitution  and  Memorial 
of  theConventionof  1838  to  Mexico.— His  Arrest  and  Imprisonment. — 
CoL  Almonte  sent  t«  Texas. — His  Report  on  Texas, 

r  I  iHE   convention  of  1833,  at  Ban  Filipe,  was  com- 


± 


posed  of  the  representative  men  of  Texas,  and 


its  action  mil  ever  command  the  respect  of  all  true 
lovers  of  liberty  and  self-government. 

Yoatum  says  of  it ; 

A  body  of  more  distingnislied  men  had  not  met 
in  Texas.  Among  them  were  Branch  T.  Ai'clier, 
Stephen  F.  Austin,  David  Gr.  Burnet,  Sam  Houston 
(one  of  the  hve  delegates  from  Nacogdoches),  J.  B.  Mil- 
ler, and  William  H.  Wharton.  The  latter  was  choseii 
President  of  the  convention.  The  members  entered  up- 
on their  labors  in  earnest.  The  requisite  committees 
were  appointed :  among  them  were  the  important  com- 
mittees on  the  constitution  and  on  a  memorial  to  the 
supreme  goverument  of  Mexico.  Sam  Houston  was 
appointed  chairman  of  the  first,  and  David  Gr.  Burnet 
of  the  second  named  committee.  The  constitution 
framed  was  a  model  of  repnblicanism,  with  now  and 
then  an  indication,  howevei',  that  some  clauses  were 
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inserted  and  some  principles  retained  to  please  the 
Mexican  ear.     The  right  of  trial  by  juiy,  the  writ  of 

?  corpus,  the  right  of  petition,  freedom  of  the 
direct  and  nniversal  suffrage,   aad  all  those 

3  usual  in  a  bill  of  rights,  were  inserted.  On  the 
Bubject  of  religious  liberty,  however,  they  were  silent. 
The  memorial  throws  so  much  light  on  the  situation 
of  Texas  in  1833,  explains  so  clearly  the  causes  which 
led  to  the  revolution,  and  is  itself  such  a  rare  and  ex- 
cellent document,  that  it  is  here  inserted : 

Texa:n'  Memokial. 
Memorial  of  the  T&san  OonvmMon  of  April,  1833,  to 


The  inhabitants  of  Texas,  by  their  representatives 
elect  in  convention  assembled,  would  respectfully  ap- 
proach the  national  Congress,  and  present  this  their 
memorial,  praying  that  the  union  which  was  estab- 
lished between  Coahuila  and  Texas,  whereby  the  two 
ancient  provinces  were  incorporated  into  one  free  and 
independent  state,  under  the  name  of  "  Coahxkla  and 
Texas,"  may  be  dissolved,  abrogated,  and  perjietually 
cease;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  Texas  may  be 
authorized  to  institute  and  establish  a  separate  state 
government,  which  will  be  in  accordance  with  the 
federal  constitution  and  the  constitutive  act;  and  that 
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the  state  so  constituted  shall  be  I'eceived  and  incorpo- 
rated into  the  great  confederation  of  Mexico;  on  terms 
of  equality  with  the  other  states  of  the  Union. 

To  explain  the  grounds  of  this  application,  yonr  me- 
morialists would  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the 
general  Congress  to  the  following  considerations  :— 

The  consolidation  of  the  late  provinces  of  Coahuila 
and  Texas  -was,  in  its  nature,  provisional,  and,  in  its 
intention,  temporary.  The  decree  of  the  sovereign  con- 
stituent Congress,  bearing  date  the  7th  of  May,  1824, 
contemplates  a  separation,  and  guarantees  to  Texas  the 
right  of  ha^g  a  state  government  whenever  she  may 
be  in  a  condition  to  ask  for  the  same.  That  decree 
provides  that,  "  so  soon  a^  Texas  shall  be  in  a  condition 
to  figure  as  a  state  of  itself,  it  shall  inform  Congress 
thereof,  for  its  resolution."  The  implication  conveyed 
by  this  clause  is  plain  and  imperative ;  and  vests  in 
Texas  as  perfect  a  right  as  language  can  convey,  unless 
it  can  be  presumed  that  the  sovereign  constituent  Con- 
gr^s,  composed  of  the  venerable  fathers  of  the  repub- 
lic, designed  to  amuse  the  good  people  of  Texas  by  an 
illusory  and  disingenuous  promise,  clothed  in  all  the 
solemnity  of  a  legislative  enactment.  Your  memorial- 
ists have  too  high  a  veneration  for  the  memory  of  that 
illustrious  body  to  entertain  any  apprehensions  that 
such  a  construction  will  be  given  to  their  acts  by  theii' 
patriotic  successors,  the  present  Congress  of  Mexico. 
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Tlie  decree  is  dated  anterior  to  tlie  adoption  of  the 
federal  eonstitutioii,  and  tkerefore,  by  a  clear  andfnnda- 
mental  jn-inciple  of  law  and  justice,  it  obviates  the  neces- 
sity of  recurring  to  tbe  correspondent  provision  in  the 
fiftieth  article  of  that  instrnment,  which  requires  "  the 
ratification  of  three-fonrths  of  the  other  states"  m 
order  "  to  form  a  new  state  out  of  the  limits  of  those 
that  already  exist."  And  it  assures  to  Texas— by  all 
the  sanctity  of  a  legislative  promise,  in  which  the  good 
faith  of  the  Mexican  nation  is  pledged — an  exemption 
from  the  delays  and  uncertainties  that  must  result 
from  such  multiplied  legislative  discussion  and  resolu- 
tion. To  give  to  the  federal  constitution,  which  is  the 
pai'amount  law  of  the  land,  a  retrospective  operation, 
would  establish  a  precedent  that  might  preve  disas- 
trous to  the  whole  system  of  the  nation's  jurisprudence, 
and  subversive  of  the  very  foundations  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  authority  of  precedents  is  decidedly  in  favor  of 
the  position  which  your  memorialists  would  respect- 
fully sustain  before  the  general  Congress.  By  the 
Constii/iifme  Act,  adopted  on  the  31st  of  January,  1824, 
Coahuila,  New  Leon,  and  Texas  were  joined  together, 
and  denominated  the  internal  easteen  state.  By  a 
law  passed  by  the  constituent  Congress  on  the  7th  of 
May,  1824,  that  union  was  dissolved,  and  the  province 
of  New  Leon  was  admitted  into  the  confederacy  as  an 
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independent  state.  It  is  on  the  second,  article  of  this 
law  that  the  people  of  Texas  now  predicate  their  right 
to  a  similar  admission.  The  constitutive  act,  above 
mentioned,  consolidated  the  late  provinces  of  Chihua- 
hua, Durango,  and  Kew  Mexico,  under  the  style  of 
"  the  internal  northern  state ;"  and  on  the  22d  of  May, 
1834,  a  summaiy  law  decreed  that  "Durango  should 
form  a  state  of  the  Mexican  Confederation,"  and  she 
was  admitted  accordingly.  The  same  privilege  was 
extended  to  Chihuahua  by  a  decree  of  the  6th  of  July 
of  the  same  year.  These  conjunct  provinces  stood,  at 
the  period  of  their  separation,  in  precisely  the  same 
relation  to  the  federal  government  that  Texas  and 
Coahnila  now  occupy.  They  have  been  separated  and 
erected  into  free  and  independent  states  in  a  summary 
manner ;  and  the  same  right  was  guaranteed  "  when- 
ever she  should  be  in  a  condition  to  accept  it."  The 
other  case,  of  Sonora  and  Sinaloa,  is  materially  valiant 
in  matter  of  fact.  Those  provinces  were  originally  in- 
corporated into  the  confederation  as  one  state,  ivith- 
out  any  antecedent  condition  or  guarantee ;  and,  at  the 
adoption  of  the  present  constitution,  they  justly  be- 
came liable  to  all  the  forms  and  restrictions  prescribed 
in  that  national  pact. 

We  would  further  suggest  to  the  honorable  Con- 
gress that  the  present  juncture  is  peculiarly  felicitous 
for  dispensing  with  interminable  and  vexatious  forms. 
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The  federal  govemment  is  wisely  employed  in  adopt- 
ing important  organic  improvements,  and  aiming  at  a 
salutary  renovation  of  the  political  system.  The  dis- 
asters of  an  eventful  civil  convulsion  are  yielding  to 
the  regenerating  influences  of  domestic  concord  and 
improved  experience ;  and  every  department  of  the 
confederacy  is  open  to  such  needful  modifications  as 
the  wisdom  of  the  renewed  Congress  may  designate. 
Texas  solicits,  as  her  portion  in  the  general  reforma- 
tion, to  be  disenthralled  from  her  unhappy  connec- 
tion jvith  Coahuila;  and  she  avails  herself  of  this 
opportunity,  by  means  of  her  chosen  delegates,  who 
are  the  authorized  organs  of  the  people,  to  commu- 
nicate "to  the  general  Congress"  that  she  is  now 
"  in  a  sitnation  to  figure  as  a  state  by  herself,"  and  is 
profoundly  solicitous  that  she  may  be  permitted  to 
do  so. 

The  general  Congress  may  possibly  consider  the 
mode  of  this  communication  as  informal.  To  this  sug- 
gestion we  would,  with  gi'eat  deference,  reply,  that  the 
events  of  the  past  year  have  not  only  violated  the 
established  forms  and  etiquette  of  the  government,  but 
have  suspended,  at  least,  its  vital  functions';  and  it 
would  appear  exceedingly  rigorous  to  exact  from  the 
inhabitanta  of  Texas,  living  on  a  remote  frontier  of 
the  republic,  a  minute  conformity  to  unimportant 
punctilios.     The  ardent  desire  of  the  people  is  made 
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known  to  the  Congress  tlirougli  their  select  representa- 
tives, the  most  direct  and  unequivocal  medinm  by 
■vvhich  they  can  possibly  be  conveyed ;  and  anrely  the 
enlightened  Congrees  will  readily  concur  with  ua  in 
the  sentiment  that  the  wishes  and  wants  of  the  people 
form  the  best  rule  for  legislative  guidance.  The  peo- 
ple of  Tesa^  consider  it  not  only  an  absolute  right, 
but  a  most  sacred  and  imperative  duty  to  themselves, 
and  to  the  Mexican  nation,  to  represent  their  wants  in 
a  respectful  manner  to  the  general  government,  and  to 
solicit  the  best  remedy  of  which  the  nature  of  their 
grievances  will  admit.  Should  they  utterly  fail  in  this 
duty,  and  great  and  irremediable  evils  ensue,  the  peo- 
ple would  have  reason  to  reproach  themselves  alone ; 
and  the  general  Congress,  in  whom  the  remedial  power 
resides,  would  also  have  reason  to  censure  their  supine- 
ness  and  want  of  fidelity  to  the  nation.  Under  this 
view,  we  trust  the  Congress  will  not  regard  with  ex- 
cessive severity  any  slight  departure  which  the  good 
people  of  Texas  may  in  this  instance  have  made  from 
the  ordinary  formalities  of  the  government. 

And  we  would  further  suggest  to  the  equitable  con- 
sideration of  the  federal  Congress  that,  independent 
of  and  anterior  to  the  express  guarantee  contained  in 
the  decree  of  the  7th  of  May,  1824,  the  right  of  hav- 
ing a  separate  state  government  was  vested  in  and  be- 
longed to  Texas,  by  the  fact  that  she  participated  as 
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a  distinct  province  in  tlie  toils  and  siiffennga  by 
whicli  the  glorious  emancipation  of  Mexico  was 
acliieved,  and  the  present  happy  fonn  of  government 
was  established.  The  subsequent  union  with  Goa- 
huila  was  a  temporary  compact,  induced  by  a  sup- 
posed expediency,  arising  from  an  inadequate  popular 
tion  on  the  part  of  Texas  "  to  figure  as  a  state  of  itself." 
This  inducement  was  transient  in  its  nature ;  and  the 
compact,  like  all  similar  agreements,  is  subject  to  ab- 
rogation, at  the  will  of  either  party,  whenever  the  de- 
sign of  its  creation  is  accomplished,  or  is  ascertained 
to  be  impracticable.  The  obvious  design  of  the  union 
between  Coahuila  and  Texas  was,  on  the  one  part,  at 
\&s&\  the  more  efEeetually  to  secure  the  peace,  safety 
and  happiness  of  Texas.  That  design  has  not  been 
accomplished,  and  facts  piled  upon  facts  afford  a  mel- 
ancholy evidence  that  it  is  utterly  impracticable.  Tex- 
as never  has  and  never  can  derive  from  the  connection 
"benefits  in  any  "wise  commensurate  with  the  evils  she 
has  sustained,  and  which  are  daily  increasing  in  num- 
ber and  in  magnitude. 

But  our  reasons  for  the  proposed  separation  are 
more  explicitly  set  forth  in  the  subjoined  remarks. 

The  history  of  Texas,  from  its  earliest  settlement  to 
the  present  time,  exhibits  a  series  of  practical  neglect 
and  indifference  to  all  her  peculiar  interests  on  the 
part  of  each  successive  government  which  has  had  the 
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control  of  lier  political  destinies.  The  recollection  of 
tlieae  things  is  calculated  to  excite  the  most  pungent 
regrets  for  the  past,  and  the  most  painful  forebodings 
for  the  future.  Under  the  several  regal  dominions 
Texas  presented  the  gloomy  spectacle  of  a  province 
profusely  endowed  by  nature,  abandoned  and  con- 
signed to  desolation  by  the  profligate  avariciousness  of 
a  distant  despot.  The  tyrants  of  Spain  regarded  her 
only  as  a  convenient  baiiier  to  the  mines  of  the  adja- 
cent provinces;  and  the  more  waste  and  depopulated 
she  was,  the  more  effectually  she  answered  their  self- 
ish and  unprincipled  purpose.  Her  agricultural 
resources  were  either  unknown,  or  esteemed  of  no  value 
to  a  government  anxious  only  to  sustain  its  wasting 
munificence  by  the  silver  and  gold  wiling  from  the 
prolific  bosom  of  Mexico.  To  foster  the  agricultural 
interests  of  any  portion  of  her  splendid  viceroyalty, 
or  her  circumjacent  conquests,  was  never  the  favorite 
policy  of  Spain.  To  have  done  so,  would  have  nur- 
tured in  her  remote  dominions  a  hardy  and  industri- 
ous population  of  yeomanry,  who  have  ever  proved 
the  peculiar  dread  of  tyrants,  and  the  best  assurance 
of  a  nation's  independence. 

It  was  natural,  then,  that  the  royal  miscreants  of 
Spain  should  regard  Texas  with  indifference,  if  not 
with  a  decided  and  malignant  aversion  to  her  im- 
provement.     But  it  would  be  both  unnatural  anrl 
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erroneous  to  attribute  similar  motives  to  tlie  paternal 
goyernment  of  independent,  confederate,  republican 
Mesieo.  Slie  can  liave  no  interest  averse  to  the  com- 
mon weal ;  can  feel  no  desire  to  depress  the  agricul- 
tural faculties  of  any  portion  of  her  common  terri- 
tory ;  and  can  entertain  bo  disquieting  jealousies  that 
should  prompt  her  to  dread  the  increase  or  to  mar 
the  prosperity  of  any  portion,  of  her  agricultural 
population.  These  are  the  best,  the  broadest,  and  the 
most  durable  basoa  of  her  free  institutions. 

We  must  look  to  other  causes,  therefore,  for  the 
lamentable  negligence  that  has  hitherto  been  niani- 
fested  toward  the  prosperity  of  Texas.  The  fact  of 
such  negligence  is  beyond  controversy,  The  melan- 
choly effects  of  it  are  apparent  in  both  her  past  and 
present  condition.  The  cause  must  exist  somewbera 
We  believe  it  is  principally  to  be  found  in  her  politi- 
cal annexation  to  Coahuila.  That  conjunction  was,  in 
its  origin,  unnatural  and  constrained  ;  and  the  longer 
it  is  continued,  the  more  disastrous  it  will  prove.  The 
two  territories  are  disjunct  in  all  their  prominent  re- 
spective relations.  In  point  of  locality,  they  approxi- 
mate only  by  a  strip  of  sterile  and  useless  territory, 
which  must  long  remain  a  comparative  wilderness, 
and  present  many  serious  embarrassments  to  that 
facility  of  intercom-se  which  should  always  exist 
between  the  seat  of  govei-nment  and  its  remote  popu- 
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lation.  lu  respect  to  commeree  and  its  various  intri- 
cate relations,  there  is  no  community  of  interests 
between  them.  The  one  is  altogether  mi&i'ior;  is 
consequently  abstracted  from  all  participation  in 
maritime  concerns ;  and  is  naturally  indifferent,  if  not 
adverse,  to  any  system  of  polity  that  is  calculated  to 
promote  the  diversified  and  momentous  interests  of 
commerce.  The  other  is  blest  with  many  natural 
advantages  for  extensive  commercial  operations, 
which,  if  properly  cultivated,  would  render  many 
valuable  accessions  to  the  national  marine,  and  a  large 
increase  to  the  national  revenues.  The  importance 
of  an  efficient  national  marine  is  evinced,  not  only  by 
the  history  of  other  and  older  governments,  but  by  the 
rich  halo  of  glory  which  encircles  the  brief  annals  of 
the  Mexican  navy.  In  point  of  climate  and  of  natural 
productions,  the  two, territories  are  equally  dissimi- 
lar. Coahuila  is  a  pastoral  and  a  mining  country : 
Texas  is  characteristically  an  agncultural  district. 
The  occupations  incident  to  these  various  intrinsic 
properties  are  equally  various  and  distinct ;  and  a 
course  of  legislation  that  may  be  adapted  to  the  en- 
couragement of  the  habitual  iudustiy  of  the  one 
district  might  present  only  embarrassment  and  per- 
plexity, and  prove  fatally  deleterious  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  other. 

It  is  not  needful,  therefore — neither  do  we  desire 
2* 
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■ — to  attiibute  any  sinister  or  invidious  design  to  the 
legislative  enactments  or  to  the  domestic  economical 
policy  of  Coakuila  (whoae  ascendancy  in  the  joint 
conncile  of  the  state  gives  her  an  nncontrolled  and 
exclusive  power  of  legislation),  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  origin  of  the  evils  that  affect  Texas,  and  which,  if 
permitted  to  exist,  must  protract  her  feeble  and  de- 
pendent pupilage  to  a  period  coeval  with  such  exist- 
ence. ^Neither  is  it  important  to  Texas  whether  those 
evils  have  proceeded  from  a  sinister  policy  in  the  pre- 
dominant influences  of  Coahuila,  or  whether  they  are 
the  natural  results  of  a  union  that  is  naturally  ad- 
verse to  her  interests.  The  effects  are  equally  re- 
pugnant and  injurious,  whether  emanating  from  the 
one  or  the  other  source. 

Bexar,  the  ancient  capital  of  Texas,  presents  a 
faithful  but  a  gloomy  picture  of  her  general  want  of 
protection  and  encouragement.  Situated  in  a  fertile, 
picturesque,  and  healthful  region,  and  established  a 
centuiy  and  a  half  ago  (within  which  period  popu- 
lous and  magnificent  cities  have  sprung  into  existence), 
she  exhibits  only  the  decrepitude  of  age — sad  testi- 
monials of  the  absence  of  that  political  guardianship 
which  a  wise  government  should  always  bestow  upon 
the  feebleness  of  its  exposed  frontier  settlements.  A 
hundred  and  seventeen  years  have  elapsed  since-  Go- 
liad and  Kacogdoches  assumed  the  distinctive  name 
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of  towns,  and  they  are  still  entitled  only  to  tlie 
diminutive  appellation  of  village.  Other  military 
and  miasionaiy  establishments  have  been  attempted, 
bnt,  from  the  same  defect  of  protection  and  encour- 
agement, they  have  been  swept  away,  and  scarcely  a 
vestige  remains  to  rescue  their  locations  from  oblivion. 
We  do  not  mean  to  attribute  these  specific  disasters 
to  the  ufiion  with  Coahuila,  for  we  know  they  trans- 
pired long  anteiior  to  the  consummation  of  that 
union.  But  we  do  maintain  that  the  same  political 
causes,  the  same  want  of  protection  and  encourage- 
ment, the  same  mal-organization  and  impotency  of 
the  local  and  minor  faculties  of  the  government,  the 
same  improvident  indifference  to  the  peculiar  and 
vital  interests  of  Texas,  exist  now  that  operated  then. 
Bexar  is  still  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  her 
ancient  enemies,  the  insolent,  vindictive,  and  faith- 
less Comanches.  Her  citizens  are  still  massacred, 
their  cattle  destroyed  or  driven  away,  and  their  very 
habitations  threatened,  by  a  tribe  of  eiTatic  and 
undisciplined  Indians,  whose  audacity  has  derived 
confidence  from  success,  and  whose  long-continued 
aggressions  have  invested  them  with  a  fictitious  and 
excessive  terror.  Her  schools  are  neglected,  her 
churches  desolate,  the  sounds  of  human  industry 
are  almost  hushed,  and  the  voice  of  gladness  and 
festivity  is  converted  into  wailing  and  lamentation, 


dbyGoogle 


gg  JUSTOUT  OF   TEXAS. 

by  the  dishearteuiiag  and  multiplied  evila  whicli  sur 
round  her  defenceless  population,  Goliad  is  still 
kept  in  constant  trepidation ;  is  paralyzed  in  all  her 
efioi-ts  for  improvement ;  and  is  harassed  on  all  her 
borders  by  the  predatoiy  incilraions  of  the  Wacoes, 
and  other  insignificant  bands  of  savages,  whom  a 
well-organized  local  government  would  soon  subdue 
and  exterminate. 

These  are  facts,  not  of  history  merely,  on  which 
the  imagination  must  dwell  with  an  unwilling  melan- 
choly, but  they  are  events  of  the  present  day,  which 
the  present  generation  feel  in  all  their  dreadful 
reality.  And  these  facts,  revolting  as  they  are,  are 
as  a  fraction  only  in  the  stupendous  aggregate  of  our 
calamities.  Our  misfortunes  do  not  proceed  from 
Indian  depredations  alone;  neither  are  they  confined 
to  a  few  isolated,  impoverished,  and  almost  tenantless 
towna  They  pervade  the  whole  teriitory — operate 
upon  the  whole  population — and  are  as  diversified 
in  character  as  our  public  interests  and  necessities  are 
various.  Texas  at  large  feels  and  deplores  an  utter 
destitution  of  the  common  benefits  which  have  usually 
accrued  from  the  worst  system  of  internal  govern- 
ment that  the  patience  of  mankind  ever  tolerated. 
She  is  virtually  without  a  government;  and  if  she  is 
not  precipitated  into  all  the  unspeakable  horrors  of 
anarchy,  it  is  only  because  there  is  a  redeeming  spirit 
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among  the  people,  wliieli  still  infusea  some  moral 
energy  into  tlie  miserable  fragments  oi  aiithority  that 
exist  among  us.  We  ai-e  perfectly  sensible  that  a 
large  portion  of  our  population,  usually  denominated 
"  the  colonists,"  and  composed  of  Anglo-Americans, 
have  been  greatly  calumniated  before  the  Mexican 
government.  But  could  the  honorable  Congress 
scrutinize  strictly  into  our  real  condition — could  they 
see  and  understand  the  wretched  confusion,  in  all  the 
elements  of  government,  which  we  daily  feel  and  de- 
plore— our  ears  would  no  longer  be  insulted,  nor  our 
feelings  mortified,  by  the  artful  fictions  of  hireling 
emissaries  from  abroad,  nor  by  the  malignant  asper- 
sions of  disappointed  military  commandants  at  home. 
Our  grievances  do  not  so  much  result  from  any 
positive  misfeasance  on  the  part  of  the  present  state 
authorities,  as  from  the  total  absence,  or  the  very 
feeble  and  mutile  dispensation,  of  those  restrictive 
influeuces  which  it  is  the  appropriate  design  of  the 
social  compact  to  exercise  upon  the  people,  and  which 
are  necessary  to  fulfil  the  ends  of  civil  society.  We 
complain  more  of  the  ivmit  of  all  the  important  at- 
tributes of  government,  than  of  the  abuses  of  any. 
We  are  sensible  that  all  human  institutions  are  es- 
sentially imperfect.  But  there  are  relative  degrees 
of  perfection  in  modes  of  government  as  in  other 
matters,  and  it  is  both  natural  and  right  to  aspire  to 
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tHat  mode  wliicli  is  most  likely  to  accomplisli  its 
legitimate  purpose.  This  is  wisely  declared  in  om" 
present  state  constitution,  to  be  "the  happiness  of 
those  who  compose  it."  It  is  equally  obvious  that 
the  happiness  of  the  people  is  more  likely  to  be 
secured  by  a  local  than  by  a  remote  goverument 
In  the  one  case,  the  governors  are  partakers,  in  com- 
mon with  the  governed,  in  all  the  political  evils 
which  result  to  the  community,  and  have  therefore  a 
personal  interest  in  so  discharging  theii"  respective 
functions  as  will  best  secure  the  common  -welfare. 
In  the  other  supposition,  those  vested  with  authority 
are  measurably  exempt  from  the  calami  ties  that 
ensue  an  abuse  of  power,  and  may  veiy  conveniently 
subserve  their  own  interests  and  ambition,  while  they 
neglect  or  destroy  "  the  welfare  of  the  associated." 

Bat,  independent  of  these  general  truths,  there  are 
some  impressive  reasons  why  the  peace  and  happiness 
of  Tesaa  demand  a  local  government.  Constituting 
a  remote  frontier  of  the  republic,  and  bordeiing  on 
a  powerful  nation,  a  portion  of  whose  population,  in 
iustapcraition  to  hers,  is  notoriously  profligate  and 
lawless,  she  requires,  in  a  peculiar  and  emphatic 
sense,  the  vigorous  application  of  such  laws  as  are 
necessary,  not  only  to  the  preservation  of  good  order, 
the  protection  of  property,  and  the  redress  of  per- 
sonal wrongs,  but  sUcli   also  as  are  essential  to  the 
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prevention  of  illicit  commerce,  to  the  secnrity  of  the 
public  revenues,  and  to  the  avoidance  of  serious 
collision  with  the  authorities  of  the  neighboring 
republic.  That  such  a  iudieial  administration  is  im- 
practicable under  the  present  arrangement,  is  too 
forcibly  illustrated  by  the  past  to  admit  of  any 
rational  hope  for  the  future. 

It  is  an  acknowledged  principle  in  the  scieace  of 
juriaprudence,  that  the  prompt  and  certain  infliction 
of  mild  and  humane  punishment  is  more  efficacious 
for  the  prevention  of  crime  than  a  tardy  and  precari- 
ous administration  of  the  most  sanguinary  penal  code. 
Texas  is  virtually  denied  the  benefit  of  this  benevolent 
rule  by  the  locality  and  the  character  of  her  present 
government.  Crimes  of  the  greatest  atrocity  may  go 
unpunished,  and  hardened  criminals  triumph  in  their 
iniquity,  because  of  the  difiiculties  and  delays  "which 
encumber  her  jadicial  system,  and  necessarily  inter- 
vene a  trial  and  conviction,  and  the  sentence  and  the 
execution  of  the  law.  Our  "supreme  tribunal  of 
justice  "  holds  its  sessions  upward  of  seven  hundred 
miles  distant  from  our  central  population ;  and  that 
distance  is  greatly  enlarged,  and  sometimes  made  im- 
passable, by  the  casualties  incident  to  a  "  'mail "  con- 
ducted by  a  single  horseman  through  a  wilderness 
often  infested  by  vagrant  and  murderous  Indians. 
Before  sentence  can  be  pronounced  Ijy  the  local  courts 
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on  persons  charged  with  the  moat  atrocious  crimes,  a 
copy  of  the  process  must  be  transmitted  to  an  asses- 
sor, resident  at  Leona  Vieaiio  (Saltillo),  who  is  too 
far  removed  from  the  scene  of  guilt  to  appreciate  the 
importance  of  a  speedy  decision,  and  is  too  much 
estranged  from  our  civil  and  domestic  concerns  to 
feel  the  miseries  that  result  from  a  total  want  of  legal 
protection  in  person  and  property.  But  our  difliicul- 
ties  do  not  terminate  here.  After  the  assessor  shall 
have  found  leisure  to  render  his  opinion,  and  final 
judgment  is  pronounced,  it  again  becomes  uecessaiy 
to  resort  to  the  capital  to  submit  the  tardy  sentence 
to  the  supreme  tribunal  for  "  approbation,  revocation, 
or  modification,"  before  the  judgment  of  the  law  can 
be  executed.  Here  we  have  again  to  encounter  the 
vexations  and  delays  incident  to  all  governments 
where  those  who  exercise  its  most  interesting  func- 
tions are  removed  by  distance  from  the  people  on 
whom  they  operate,  and  for  whose  benefit  the  social 
compact  is  created. 

These  repeated  delays,  resulting  from  the  remote- 
ness of  our  courts  of  judicature,  are  pernicious  in 
many  respects.  They  involve  heavy  expenses,  which, 
in  civil  suits,  are  excessively  onerous  to  litigants,  and 
give  to  the  rich  and  influential  such  manifold  advan- 
tages over  the  poor  as  operate  to  an  absolute  exclusion 
of  the  latter  from  the  remedial  and  protective  beuc- 
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fits  of  the  law.  They  offer  setluetive  opportunities 
and  incitementB  to  bribery  and  corruption,  and  en- 
danger the  sacred  parity  of  the  judiciary,  which,  of 
all  the  branches  of  the  govemiaent,  is  most  intimate- 
ly associated  with  the  domestic  and  social  happiness 
of  man,  and  should  therefore  be  not  only  sound  and 
pure,  but  unsuspected  of  the  venal  infection.  They 
present  insuperable  difficulties  to  the  exercise  of  the 
corrective  right  of  recusation,  and  virtually  nullify 
the  constitutional  power  of  impeachment.  In  crimi- 
nal actions  they  are  no  less  injurious.  They  are 
equivalent  to  a  license  to  inicLuity,  and  exert  a  danger- 
ous inluence  on  the  moral  feelings  at  large.  Before 
the  tedious  process  of  the  law  can  be  complied  with, 
and  the  criminal — whose  hands  are  perhaps  imbrued 
in  a  brother's  blood — be  made  to  feel  its  retributive 
justice,  the  remembrance  of  his  crime  is  partially 
effaced  from  the  public  mind;  and  the  righteous 
arbitrament  of  the  law,  which,  if  promptly  executed, 
would  have  received  universal  approbation,  and  been 
a  salutary  warning  to  evil-doers,  is  impugned  as'vin 
dictive  and  cruel.  The  popular  feeling  is  changed 
from  a  just  indignation  of  crime,  into  an  amiable  but 
mistaken  sympathy  for  the  criminal;  and  an  easy  and 
natural  transition  is  converted  into  disgust  and  disaf- 
fection toward  the  government  and  its  laws. 

These  ai'C  some  of  the  evils  that  result  from  the 
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annexation  of  Texas  to  CoahuUa,  aud  the  exeivise  of 
legislative  and  jndicial  powers  by  tlie  citizens  of 
Coaliuila  over  the  citizens  of  Texas.  The  catalogue 
might  be  greatly  enlai'ged,  but  we  forbear  to  trespass 
on  the  time  of  the  honorable  Congress  (confiding  to 
the  worthy  citizens  who  shall  be  charged  with  the 
high  duty  of  presenting  this  memorial  and  the  proto- 
col of  a  constitution  which  the  people  of  Texas  have 
framed,  as  the  basis  of  their  future  government,  the 
more  explicit  enunciation  of  them).  Those  evils  are 
not  likely  to  be  diminished,  but  they  may  be  exceed- 
ingly aggravated  by  the  fact  that  that  political  con- 
nection was  formed  without  the  cordial  approbation 
of  the  people  of  Texas,  and  is  daily  becoming  more 
odious  to  them.  Although  it  may  have  received  their 
reluctant  acquiescence,  in  its  inception,  before  its 
evil  consequences  were  developed  or  foreseen,  the 
arbitrary  continuance  of  it  now,  after  the  experience 
of  nine  yeai's  has  demonstrated  its  ruinous  tendencies, 
would  invest  it  with  some  of  the  most  offensive 
features  oi  usurpation.  Your  memorialists  entertain 
an  assured  confidence  that  the  enlightened  Congress 
of  Mexico  will  never  give  their  high  sanction  to  any- 
thing that  wears  the  semblance  of  usurpation  or  of 
arbitrary  coercion. 

The  idea  may  possibly  occur,  in  the  deliberations 
of  the  honorable  Congress,  that  a  territorial  organiza- 
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tion  would  cure  oui"  political  maladies,  and  effectuate 
tbe  great  purposes  wliicli  induce  tliis  application ;  and 
plausible  reasons  may  be  advanced  in  favor  of  it. 
But  the  wiRdom  of  Congress  "will  readily  detect  tlie 
fallacy  of  these  reasons,  and  the  mischief  consequent  to 
such  vain  sophistry.  In  this  remote  section  of  the  re- 
public, a  territorial  government  must,  of  necessity,  be 
divested  of  one  essential  and  radical  principle  in  all 
popular  institutions— the  immediate  responsibility  of 
public  agents  to  the  people  -whom  they  serve.  The 
appointments  to  office  would,  in  such  case,  be  vested  in 
the  general  government ;  and  although  such  appoint- 
ments should  be  made  with  the  utmost  circumspection, 
the  persons  appointed,  when  once  arrayed  in  the  ha- 
biliments of  office,  would  be  too  far  I'emoved  from  the 
appointing  power  to  feel  the  restraints  of  a  vigilant 
supervision  and  a  direct  accountability.  The  dearest 
rights  of  the  people  might  be  violated,  the  public 
treasures  squandered,  and  eveiy  variety  of  imposition 
and  iniquity  practised,  under  the  specious  pretext  of 
political  necessity,  which  the  far-distant  government 
could  neither  detect  nor  control. 

And  we  would  further  present,  with  great  deference, 
that  the  institution  of  a  territoiial  government  would 
confer  upon  us  neither  the  form  nor  the  substance  of 
our  high  guarantee.  It  would,  indeed,  diversify  our 
miseries,  by  open'ng  new  avenues  to  peculation  and 
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abuse  of  power ;  but  it  would  neitiier  remove  our  diffi- 
culties nor  place  us  in  the  enjoyment  of  our  equal  and 
vested  rigbta.  The  only  and  adequate  remedy  tliat  your 
memorialists  can  de%'ise,  and  wMelt  they  ardently  hope 
the  collective  wisdom  of  the  nation  will  approve,  is  to 
be  found  in  the  establisliment  of  a  local  state  govern- 
ment.     We  believe  that  if  Texas  were  endowed  with 
the  faculties  of  a  state  government,  she  would  be  com- 
petent to  remedy  the  many  evils  that  now  depress  her 
energies,  and  frustrate  every  effort  to  develop  and 
bring  into  usefulness  the  natural  resources  which  a 
beneficent  Providence  has  conferred  upon  her.     "We 
believe  that  a  local  legislature,  composed  of  citizens 
who  feel  and  participate  in  all  the  calamities  which 
encompass  us,  would  be  enabled  to  enact  such  conser- 
vative, remedial,  and  punitive  laws,  and  so  to  organize 
and  put  into   operation  the  municipal   and   inferior 
authorities  of  the  country,  as  would  inspire  universal 
confidence ;  would  encourage  the  immigration  of  vir- 
tuous foreigners — prevent  the  ingress  of  fugitives  fi'oni 
the  justice  of  other  countries — ehect  the  alarming  ac- 
cumulations of  ferocious  Indians,  whom  the  domestic 
policy  of  the  United  States  of  the  North  is  rapidly 
translating  to  our  borders;  would  give  impulse  and 
vigor  to  the  industry  of  the  people — secure  a  cheerful 
subordination  and  a  faithful  adhesion  to  the  state  and 
general  governments ;  and  would  render  Texas  what 
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slie  ouglit  to  be — a  strong  aiiu  of  tlie  republic,  a  terror 
to  foreign  iavadera,  and  an  example  of  peace  and 
prosperity — of  advancement  in  the  arts  and  sciences, 
and  of  devotion  to  the  Union— to  her  sister  states. 
We  believe  that  an  executive  chosen  from  among  our- 
selves  would  feel  a  more  intense  interest  in  our  politi- 
cal welfare,  would  watch  with  more  vigilance  over  our 
social  concerns,  and  woiald  contribute  more  effectually 
to  the  purposes  of  his  appointment.  We  believe  that 
a  local  judiciary,  di'awn  from  the  bosom  of  oui'  own 
peculiar  society,  would  be  enabled  to  administer  the 
lawa  with  more  energy  and  promptitude — ^to  punisJa 
the  disobedient  and  refractoiy — to  restrain  the  vicions- 
ness  of  the  wicted — -to  impart  confidence  and  security 
of  both  person  and  property  to  peaceable  citizens— to 
conserve  and  perpetuate  the  general  tranquillity  of  the 
state — and  to  render  a  more  efficient  aid  to  the  co-ordi- 
nate powers  of  the  government  in  carrying  into  effect 
the  gi-eat  objects  of  its  institution.  We  believe  that, 
if  Texas  were  admitted  to  the  TJnion  as  a  separate 
state,  she  would  soon  "figure"  as  a  brilliant  star  in 
the  Mexican  constellation,  and  would  shed  a  new 
splendor  around  the  illustrious  city  of  Montezuma. 
We  believe  she  would  contribute  largely  to  the  na- 
tional wealth  and  aggandizement — would  furnish  new 
staples  for  commerce,  and  new  materials  for  manufac- 
tures.   The  cotton  of  Texas  would  give  employment 
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to  tKe  artisans  of  Mexico;  and  tlie  preeions  metala, 
wbicli  are  now  flowing  into  tlie  coffers  of  England, 
would  be  retained  at  home,  to  reward  the  industry 
and  remunerate  the  ingenuity  of  native  citizens. 

The  honorable  Congress  need  not  be  informed  that 
a  large  portion  of  the  population  of  Texas  is  of  foreign 
origin.  They  have  been. invited  hereby  the  munifi- 
cent liberality  and  plighted  faith  of  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment ;  and  they  stand  pledged,  by  every  moral  and 
religious  principle,  and  by  eveiy  sentiment  of  honor, 
to  requite  that  liberality,  and  to  reciprocate  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  the  guarantee  to  "  protect  their 
liberties,  property,  and  civil  rights,"  by  a  cheerful  de- 
dication of  their  moral  and  physical  energies  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  their  adopted  country.  But  it  is  also  appa- 
rent to  the  intelligence  of  the  honorable  Congress  that 
the  best  mode  of  securing  the  permanent  attachment 
of  such  a  population  is,  to  incorporate  them  into  the 
federal  system,  on  such  equitable  terms  as  will  redress 
every  grievance,  remove  every  cause  of  complamt,  and 
insure,  not  only  an  identity  of  interests,  but  an  eventual 
blending  and  assimilation  of  all  that  is  now  foreign 
and  incongruous.  The  infancy  of  imperial  Rome  was 
carried  to  an  early  adolescence  by  the  free  and  unre- 
stricted admission  of  foreigners  to  her  social  compact. 
England  never  aspired  to  "  the  dominion  of  the  seas  " 
until  she  had  united  the  hardiness  of  Scotland  and  the 
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gallantry  oi  Irelaud  to  lier  native  prowe?.».  Fiance 
derives  her  greatness  from  tlie  early  combination  oi 
the  Salii,  the  Frank,  and  the  Burgundian.  And  Mex- 
ico may  yet  realize  the  period  when  the  descendants 
oi  Montezuma  wiU  rejoice  that  their  coalition  with 
the  descendants  oi  Fernando  Cortez  has  been  strength- 
ened and  embellished  by  the  adoption  into  their  nation- 
al family  of  a  people  drawn  by  their  own  gratuitous 
hospitality  from  the  land  of  Washington  and  of  free- 
dom. 

For  these  and  other  considerations,  your  memorial- 
ists would  solemnly  invoke  the  magnanimous  spirit  of 
the  Mexican  nation,  concentrated  in  the  wisdom  and 
patriotism  of  the  federal  Congress.  And  they  would 
respectfully  and  ardently  pray  that  the  honorable 
Congress  would  extend  their  remedial  power  to  this 
obscure  section  of  the  republic ;  would  cast  around  it 
"  the  sovereign  mantle  of  the  nation,"  and  adopt  it 
into  a  free  and  plenary  participation  of  that  "  consti- 
tutional regime"  of  equal  sisterhood  which  alone  can 
rescue  it  from  the  miseries  of  an  ill-organized,  ineffi- 
cient, internal  government,  and  can  reclaim  this  fair 
and  fertile  region  from  the  woi'thlessness  of  an  unten- 
anted waste,  or  the  more  fearful  horrors  of  barbaiian 
inundation. 

Your  memorialists,  on  behalf  of  their  eonstittients, 
would,  in  conclusion,  avail  themselves  of  this  oppor- 
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tunity  to  tender  to  tte  honorable  Congress  tlieii  cor- 
dial adhesion  to  \h&^lan  of  Za-valeta  •  and  to  expreaa 
their  felicitations  on  the  happy  issue  of  the  late  un- 
happy conflict.  They  -would  also  declare  their  grati- 
tude to  the  patriot-chief  and  his  illustrious  associates 
whose  propitious  conquests  have  saved  from  profana- 
tion "  the  august  temple  in  which  we  have  deposited 
the  holy  ark  of  our  federal  constitution,"  and  have 
secured  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  liberal  and  en- 
lightened principles  of  genuine  republicanism.  And 
they  would  unite  their  fervent  aspirations  with  the 
prayers  that  must  ascend  from  the  hearts  of  all  good 
Mexicans,  that  the  Supreme  Huler  of  the  universe, 
who  "  doeth  his  will  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,"  would  vouchsafe  to  this 
glorious  land  the  blessings  of  peace  and  tranquillity  ; 
would  preserve  it,  in  all  future  time,  from  the  horrors 
of  civil  discord ;  and  would  shed  down  upon  its  ex- 
tended population  the  increased  and  increasing  efEul- 
gence  of  light  and  liberty  which  is  fast  irradiating  the 
European  continent,  and  extirpating  the  relics  of 
feudal  despotism  of  the  antiquated  ei'rors  Of  a  barbar- 
ous age  fi'om  the  civilized  world. 

DaVTD    Gr.  BUENET, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
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But  a  feeliug  of  distrust  or  jealousy  of  their  Texan 
colonists  seems  at  this  time .  to  liare  swayed  the 
councils  of  Mexico,  for  when  Stephen  F.  Austin  pre- 
sented this  constitution  and  memorial  to  that  govern- 
ment, then  centralized  under  the  entire  control  of 
Santa  Anna,  he  was  arrested  and  hept  in  Mexico,  till 
September,  18S5. 

To  the  eloquent  appeals  of  the  memorial,  the  Mexi- 
can authorities,  in  imitation  of  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  just  before  the  memorable  contest  for  Inde- 
pendence, when  petitions  from  her  American  colo- 
nists were  presented— iwr/iec?  a  deaf  ear. 

In  the  spring  of  1834,  while  Stephen  Austin  waa 
languishing  in  a  Mexican  prison,  Colonel  Joan  Al- 
monte was  commissioned  by  the  Supreme  Government 
to  visit  Texas,  and  report  his  observations  to  the 
Executive,  which  are  so  pertinent  that  the  following 
extracts  are  here  inserted : 

"  This  report,"  he  observes,  "  although  imperfect, 
will  afford  some  idea  of  ivJiai  Texas  is,  and  wJmt  it 
was. 

"  What  it  will  be,  it  is  not  diificult  to  anticipate. 
If  we  consider  the  extraordinary  and  rapid  advances 
that  industry  has  made ;  its  advantageous  geographical 
position,  its  harbors,  the  easy  navigation  of  its 
rivers,  the  variety  of  its  productions',  the  fertility  of 
the  soil,  the  climate,  etc., — the    conclusion   is,   that 
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Texas  must  soon  be  the  most  floTirisliing  section  of 
the  Republic.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  explaining 
the  reason  of  this  prosperity.  In  Texas,  with  the 
exception  of  some  disturbers  (con  eoepoion  de  algunos 
revoltosos),  they  only  think  of  gi"owing  the  sugar- 
cane, cotton,  maize,  wheat,  tobacco ;  the  breeding  of 
cattle,  opening  of  roads,  and  rendering  the  rivers 
navigable.  Moreover,  the  effects  of  our  political 
commotions  are  not  felt  there,  and  often  it  is  only 
by  mere  chance  our  dissensions  are  Itnown.  Situated 
as  Texas  is,  some  450  leagues  from  the  capital  of  the 
Federation,  it  is  easy  to  conceive  the  rapidity  of  its 
progi'ess  in  population  and  mdustiy,  for  the  reason 
that  Texas  is  out  of  the  reach  of  the  civil  wars  that 
have  unfortunately  come  upon  us.  The  inhabitants 
of  that  country  continue,  without  interruption,  to 
devote  themselves  to  industrious  occupations,  giving 
value  to  the  lands  with  which  they  have  been  favored 
by  the  munificenee  of  the  Government. 

"If,  then,  the  position  of  Texas  is  so  advantageous, 
why  should  not  the  Mexicans  pai-ticipate  in  ite  bene- 
tits?  Are  not  they  the  owners  of  those  valuable 
lands  ?  Are  they  not  capable  of  encountering  dan- 
gers with  finnness  and  courage  ?  Let  small  companies 
be  formed;  enter  into  contracts  with  agricultural 
laborers ;  appoint  to  each  of  the  companies  its  over- 
seer, agent,  or  colonial  director ;  and  I  vpill  be  the 
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surety  that,  in  leas  tlian  one  or  two  years,  by  the 
concession  of  eleven-league  grants  of  land,  wHcli  will 
not  cost  perhaps  more  than  a  trifle  for  the  stamped 
paper  on  which  the  title  is  made  out,  the  grants  will 
be  converted  into  a  property  worth  more  than  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Let  those  who 
wish  to  test  the  woi-th  of  this  assiu'ance  visit  the 
plantations  of  the  coloaists,  and  they  will  perceive 
I  am  no  dreamer." 

"  If,  as  is  possible,"  he  proceeds  to  say,  "  I  return 
to  Texas  as  colonial  director,  I  shall  have  great 
pleasure  in  affording  to  purchasers  of  land  and  Mex- 
can  Empresarios  all  the  information  in  my  power  for 
the  better  colonization  of  the  country.  I  do  not 
hesitate  particularly  to  assure  retired  officers  and 
invalids,  that  the  best  way  to  provide  for  their  families 
is  to  solicit  permission  of  the  Grovernment  to  capital- 
ize their  pay,  and  go  and  colonize  Texas.  There 
they  will  find  peace  and  industry,  and  obtain  rest  in 
their  old  age,  which,  in  all  probability,  will  not  be 
found  in  the  centre  of  the  Republic." 

The  report  opens  with  a  general  notice  of  Texas, 
and  then  enters  upon  separate  statistical  details  re- 
specting the  three  departments — Bexar,  the  Brazos, 
and  Nacogdoches.  BIy  object  being  to  adduce  the 
Commissioner's  authority  as  Mexican  evidence  to 
fact,  I  shall  refer  to  his  testimony  in  the  order  of  his 
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own  arrangement.  The  investigation  commenced  in 
the  spring,  and  terminated  in  the  autumn  of  1834. 
"  The  population  of  Texas,"  states  the  report, 
"  extends  from  Bexar  to  the  Sabine  River,  and  in 
that  direction  there  are  not  more  than  25  leagues  of 
unoccupied  territory  to  occasion  some  inconvenience 
to  the  traveller.  The  most  difficult  part  of  the  jour- 
ney to  Texas  is  the  space  between  the  Hio  Grande 
and  Bexar,  which  extends  a  little  more  than  50 
leagues  by  what  is  called  the  Upper  Road,  and 
above  65  leagues  by  the  way  of  Loredo.  These  dif- 
ficulties do  not  arise  from  the  badness  of  the  road 
itself,  but  fi'om  the  absence  of  population,  rendering 
it  necessary  to  carry  provisions  and  even  water 
during  summer,  when  it  is  scarce  in  this  district. 
This  tract  is  so  flat  and  rich  in  pasturage  that  it 
may  be  travelled  with  sufficient  relays,  and  at  a 
suitable  speed,  without  the  fear  of  wanting  forage. 

"In  1806  the  department  of  Bexar  contained  two 
municipalities ;  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  5,000  souls,  and  Goliad,  with  1,400 ;  total, 
6,400.  In  1834  there  were  four  municipalities, 
with  the  following  population  respectively : — San 
Antonio  de  Bexar,  2,400;  Goliad,  700;  Victoiia, 
300;  San  Patricio,  600;  total  4,000.  Deducting 
600  for  the  municipality  of  San  Patricio  (an  Irish 
settlement),   the  Mexican  population  had  declined 
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from  6,400  to  3,400  between  180fi  and  1834.  This 
is  the  only  district  of  Texas  in  whicli  there  are  no 
negro  laborers.  Of  the  various  colooies  introduced 
into  it,  only  two  have  prospered ;  one  of  Mexicans,  on 
the  river  Guadalupe,  by  the  road  whicli  leads  fi-om 
Goliad  to  San  Felipe ;  the  other  of  Irish,  on  the  river 
Nueces,  on  ilie  road  from  Matamorae  to  Goliad. 
With  the  exception  of  San  Patricio,  the  entire  dis- 
tiict  of  Bexar  is  peopled  by  Mexicans.  The  greater 
pari  of  the  lamds  of  Bexar  can  easily  he  irrigated, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  so  eoon  as  the  Govern- 
ment, compassionating  the  lot  of  Texas,  shall  send  a 
respectable  force  to  chastise  the  savages,  the  Mex- 
icans will  gladly  hasten  to  colonize  those  valuable 
lands  whicli  court  their  labor. 

"  Extensive  undertakings  cannot  be  entered  on  in 
Bexar,  as  there  is  no  individual  capital  exceeding 
10,000  dollars.  All  the  provisions  raised  by  the  in- 
habitants are  consumed  in  the  district.  The  wild 
horse  is  common,  so  as  rarely  to  be  valued  at  more 
than  20  rials  (about  10  shillings  British)  when 
caught.  Cattle  are  cheap ;  a  cow  and  a  calf  not 
being  worth  more  than  10  dollars,  and  a  young  bull 
or  heifer  from  4  to  5  dollars.  Sheep  are  scarce,  not 
exceeding  5,000  head.  The  whole  export  trade  is 
confined  to  from  8,000  to  10,000  sldna  of  various 
kinds,  and  the  imports  to  a  few  articles  from  New 
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Oileans,  wliich  are  exchanged  in   San  Antonio  for 
peltry  or  currency. 

"  There''  is  one  school  in  the  capital  of  the  Depai't- 
ment  supported  by  the  nmnicipality,  "but  apparently 
the  funds  are  so  reduced  as  to  render  the  maintenance 
of  even  this  useful  establishment  impossible.  What 
is  to  bo  the  fate  of  those  unhappy  Mexicans  who 
dwell  in  the  midst  of  savages  without  hope  of  civili- 
zation ?  Goliad,  Victoria,  and  even  San  Patricio, 
ai'e  similarly  situated,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee 
the  consequences  of  such  a  state  of  things.  In  the 
whole  depai'tment  there  is  but  one  curate,  the  vicar 
died  of  cholera  morbus  in  September  last. 

"  The  capital  of  the  Department  of  the  Brazos  is 
San  Felipe  de  Austin,  and  its  principal  towns  are  the 
said  San  Felipe,  Brazoria,  Matagorda,  Gonzalez,  Har- 
risburg,  Mina,  and  Velasco.  The  district  containing 
these  towns  is  that  which  is  generally  called  '  Aus- 
tin's Colony.' 

"  The  following  are  the  municipalities  and  towns 
of  the  Department,  with  the  population ;  San 
Felipe,  2,500;  Columbia,  3,100;  Matagorda,  1,400; 
Gonzalez,  900;  Mina,  1,100;  total,  8,000.  Towns: 
Brazoria,  Harrisburg,  Velasco,  Bolivar.  In  the  po- 
pulation are  included  1,000  negroes,  introdnced  under 
certain  conditions  guaranteed  by  the  State  Govern- 
ment {inU'oducidos  hqjo  ciertas  condiciones,  gartmti- 
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zadas  por  el  gobierno  del  estado)  ;  and  althougli  it  is 
true  tliat  a  few  African  slaves  have  been  imported 
into  Texas,  yet  it  has  been  done  contrary  to  the 
opinion  of  the  respectable  settlers,  who  were  nnable 
to  prevent  it.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  traffic  has 
already  been  stopped ;  and  it  is  desirable  that  a  law 
of  the  Greneral  Congress  and  of  the  State  shoiild  fix 
a  maximwm  period  for  the  introduction  of  negroes 
into  Texas,  as  sei"vants  to  the  empresarios,  which 
period  oiight  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  exceed  ten  or 
twelve  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  shonld 
enjoy  absolute  liberty. 

"  The  most  prosperous  colonies  of  this  Department 
are  those  of  Austin  and  Dewitt.  Towards  the  north- 
w^t  of  San  Felipe  there  is  now  a  new  colony  under 
the  direction  of  Kobertson ;  the  same  that  was  fi)r- 
merly  under  the  charge  of  Austin. 

"  In  1833,  upwards  of  2,000  bales  of  cotton,  weigh- 
ing from  400  to  500  lbs.  each,  were  exported  from  the 
Braaos;  and  it  is  said.that  in  1832  not  less  than  5,000 
bales  were  exported.  The  maize  is  all  consumed  in 
the  eountiy,  though  the  annual  crop  exceeds  50,000 
barrels.  The  cattle,  of  which  there  may  be  about 
25,000  head  in  the  district,  are  usually  driven  for 
sale  to  Ifatchitoches.  The  cotton  is  exported  regu- 
larly from  Brazoria  to  New  Orleans,  where  it  pays 
2-^  per  cent,  duty,  and  realizes  from  10  to  10-^  cents 
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per  lb.  for  the  exporter,  after  paying  cost  of  trans 
port,  etc.  The  price  of  cattle  varies  but  little 
throughout  Texas,  and  is  the  same  in  the  Brazos  as 
in  Bexar.  There  are  no  sheep  in  this  district ;  herds 
of  swine  are  numerous,  and  may  be  reckoned,  at 
50,000  head. 

"  The  trade  of  the  Department  of  the  Brazos  has 
reached  600,000  dollars.  Taking  the  estimate  for 
1832  (the  settlements  having  been  ravaged  by  the 
cholera  in  1838),  the  exports  and  imports  ai'e  esti- 
mated thus:  5,000  bales  of  cotton,  iveighing  2,250,- 
000  lbs.,  sold  in  New  Orleans,  and  prod^^cing,  at  10 
cents  per  lb.,  225,000  dollars  net;  50,000  skins,  at  an 
average  of  8  lials  each,  50,000  dollars.  Value  of 
exports,  275,000  dollars  (exclusive  of  the  sale  of  live 
stock).  The  imports  are  estimated  at  325,000  dollars. 
"  In  this  Department  there  is  but  one  school,  near 
Brazoria,  erected  by  subscription,  and  containing 
from  thirty  to  forty  pupils.  The  wealthier  colonists 
prefer  sending  their  children  to  the  United  States ; 
and  those  who  have  not  the  advantages  of  fortune 
care  little  for  the  education  of  their  sons,  provided 
they  can  wield  the  ase  and  cut  down  a  tree,  or  kill  a 
deer  with  dexterity. 

"  The  Department  of  Nacogdoches  contains  four 
municipalities  and  four  towns.  Nacogdoches  munici- 
pality has  a  population  of  .3,500;  that  of  San  Au- 
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gustine,  2,500;  Liberty,  1,000;  Jolinsburg,  2,000; 
the  town  of  Anahuae,  50;  Bevil,  140;  Teran,  10; 
Tanaha,  100  ;  total  population,  9,900,  in  wliieli  is  in- 
cluded abont  1,000  negroes,  introduced  under  special 
arrangements. 

"  Until  now  it  appears  that  the  New  York  Com- 
pany are  only  beginning  to  interest  themselves  in 
settling  their  lands,  bought  or  obtained  by  contract 
"with  Messrs.  Zavala,  Burnet,  and  Vehlein,  empre- 
sarios,  who  first  undertook  the  colonization  of  the 
immense  tracts  which  they  obtained  of  the  State  of 
Coahuila  and  Texas,  and  vphich  are  laid  down  in  the 
maps  of  the  North  as  lands  of  the  '  G-alveston  Bay 
Company.'  In  consequence  of  that  transaction,  the 
Company  are  proprietors  of  nearly  three-foui'ths  of 
the  Department  of  Nacogdoches,  including  the  twenty 
leagues  of  boundary  from  that  town  to  the  Sabine. 
Of  the  contracts  of  Zavala,  Bumet,  and  Vehlein, 
some  expired  last  year,  and  others  will  expire  daring 
the  present  year.  The  Supreme  Government,  if  at 
all  anxious  to  do  away  with  a  system  of  jobbing  so 
ruinous  to  the  lands  of  the  nation,  at  the  hands  of  a 
few  Mexicans  and  foreigners,  ought,  without  loss  of 
time,  to  adopt  means  to  obviate  the  confusion  daily 
arising  out  of  contracts  with  the  speculators,  which 
create  a  feeling  of  disgust  among  the  colonists,  who 
are  dissatisfied  with  the  monopoly  enjoyed  by  com- 
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panics  or  contractors  that  have  acquked  the  lands 
with  the  sole  object  of  speculating  in  them. 

"  The  settlements  of  this  district  have  not  prospered, 
because  speculators  have  not  fulfilled  their  contracts, 
and  the  scattered  population  is  composed  of  individ- 
uals who  have  obtained  one  or  more  leagues  of  land 
from  the  state,  and  of  othei's  who,  in  virtue  of  the 
law  of  colonization  inviting  strangers,  have  established 
themselves  wherever  it  appeared  most  convenient. 
But  the  latter  have  not  even  the  titles  to  their  pro- 
perties, which  it  woidd  be  only  fair  to  extend  for 
them,  in  order  to  relieve  them  from  tiiat  cruel  state 
of  uncertainty  in  which  some  have  been  placed  for 
several  years,  as  to  whether  they  appertain  to  the 
United  States  or  to  Mexico.  And  as  these  colonists 
have  emigrated  at  their  own  expense,  it  seems  just 
that  the  contractors  on  whose  lands  they  have  settled, 
and  who  were  not  instrumental  to  the  introduction  of 
their  families,  should  not  receive  the  premium  allowed 
by  law.  In  stipulating  with  those  contractors  (&ni- 
presm'ios)  both  the  General  and  State  Government 
have  hitherto  acted  with  too  much  negligence,  and  it 
would  be  well  that  they  should  now  seriously  turn 
their  attention  to  a  matter  so  deeply  important. 

"There  are  three  common  schools  in  this  depai-t- 
ment ;  one  in  ^Nacogdoches,  very  badly  supported,  an- 
other at  San  Augustine,  and  the  third  at  Johnsburg. 
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Texas  wants  a  good  establislament  for  public  iustmc- 
t ion,  wiiere  the  Spanisli  language  maybe  taught ;  other- 
wise the  language  will  be  lost :  even  at  present,  Eng- 
lish ia  almost  the  only  language  spoken  in  this  section 
of  the  Republic. 

"  The  trade  of  this  Department  amounts  for  the 
year  to  470,000  dollars.  The  exports  consist  of  cotton, 
skins  of  the  deer,  otter,  beaver,  etc.,  Indian  corn,  and 
cattle.  There  will  be  exported  during  this  year  about 
2,000  bales  of  cotton,  90,000  skins,  and  50,000  head 
of  cattle,  equal  in  value  to  205,000  dollars.  The  im- 
ports are  estimated  at  265,000  dollars  ;  the  esce^  in 
the  amount  of  imports  is  occasioned  by  the  stock 
"which  remains  on  hand  in  the  stores  of  the  dealers. 

"  There  are  about  50,000  head  of  cattle  in  the  whole 
Department,  and  prices  are  on  a  level  with  those  in 
theBrazos.  There  are  no  sheep,  nor  pasturage  adapt- 
ed to  them.  There  are  above  60,000  head  of  swine, 
which  will  soon  form  another  article  of  expoi't. 

"  There  are  machines  for  cleaning  and  pressing  cot- 
ton in  the  Departments  of  Nacogdoches  and  theBraaos. 
There  are  also  a  number  of  saw-mills.  A  steamboat 
is  plying  on  the  Brazos  Eiver,  and  the  anival  of  two 
more  is  expected ;  one  for  the  Keches,  the  other  for 
the  Trtnity. 

"  The  amount  of  the  whole  trad.e  of  Texas  for  the 
year  1834  may  be  estimated  at  1,400,000  dollars. 
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ESPOKTS.  TOTAL. 

Bexar $40,000                    $30,000  $&0,000 

Bi-Mos 335,000                       275,000  600,000 

mcogdoches 265,000                     305,000  470,000 

A-pproximate  valuation  of  contraband  trade  witli  the  interior, 

throiigli  the  ports  of  Brazoria,  Matagorda  and  Oopano 370,000 

Total $1,400,000 

"  Money  is  very  scarce  in  Texas  ;  not  one  in  ten  sales 
are  made  for  cash.  Purchases  are  made  on  credit,  or 
by  "barter  ;  wtich  gives  tlie  country,  in  its  trading  re- 
lations, tlie  appearance  of  a  continued  fair.  Trade  is 
daily  increasing,  owing  to  the  large  crops  of  cotton, 
and  the  internal  consumption,  caused  by  the  constant 
influx  of  emigrants  from  the  United  States." 

The  Commissioner  estimates  the  whole  population 
of  Texas  proper  at  36,300 ;  of  which  21,000  are  civil- 
ized inhabitants,  and  15,300  Indians,  The  number  of 
hostile  Indians  is  estimated  at  10,800,  and  of  friendly 
tribes  4,500 ;  of  the  former,  9,900  are  appropriated  to 
the  Department  of  Bexar,  and  the  remaining  900  to 
the  Brazos. 
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A  Letter  from  Austin. ^Saiita  Ancii.^-The  State  of  Mexico.— Travis  at- 
tacks Annliiiac.— Capture  of  the  Gm'reo. — War  and  peace  parties. — 
Letter  of  TraTis, — TrtiYis,  Zavala  and.  others  proscribed. — Judge  Wil- 
liamson and.  General  Cos, — Austin's  return  and  speech  at  Columbia. 
— Committees  of  Safety  formed. — A  Consultation  suggested. — Zavala, 
Delegation  to  Indians. — Cos  anives  in  Tesas. — Battle  of  Gonzales  and 
capture  of  Goliad Benj.  Milam, — Aastin  elected  Commander-in-chief. 

THE  refusal  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  grant 
Tesans  tlie  right  to  figure  as  a  state,  and  the  im- 
pi'isonment  of  their  commissioner  vexed  and  tronbled 
them. 

From  his  prison  the  patriot  Austin  wrote  to  his 
people  on  the  25th  of  Angust,  183'J: ; 

"  I  do  not  know  as  yet  what  conrt  is  to  investigate 
my  case.  I  have  long  since  requested  to  be  delivered 
to  the  anthoHties  of  the  State  of  Coahuila  and  Texas ; 
and  I  presume  I  shall  finally  be  sent  to  the  district 
court  (Federal  Judge)  of  i]hat  state.  The  President, 
Santa  Anna,  is  friendly  to  Texas  and  to  me  (of  this 
I  have  no  doubt),  would  have  set  me  at  liberty  long 
since,  and  in  fact  issued  an  order  to  that  effect  in 
June,  had  not  some  statements  arrived  about  that  time 
fi'om  the  State  Government  of  Coahuila  and  Texas 
against  me,  which  I  understand  have  contributed  to 
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keep  me  in.  prison  so  long.  It  is  said  the  report  of  tlie 
State  Government  on  tlie  subject  is  fomided  solely  on 
■fche  statements  of  some  influential  persons  who  live  in 
Texas.  Who  those  persons  are  I  know  not.  It  is 
affirmed  that  they  are  North  Americans  by  birth,  and 
I  am  told  that  if  I  am  not  imprisoned  for  life,  and 
totally  mined  in  property  and  reputation,  it  will  not 
be  for  the  want  of  exertion  and  industry  on  the  part  of 
some  of  my  countiymen  who  live  in  Texas.  Whether 
all  this  be  true  or  not,  I  know  I  am  unwilling  to 
believe  it.  I  am  also  told  that  no  efforts  were  left 
untried,  during  the  last  winter  and  spring,  to  preju- 
dice the  members  of  the  legislature  and  State  Govern- 
ment against  me  at  Monclova."  He  warned  the  colo- 
nists against  interfering  in  "  the  political  family  quar- 
rels" of  the  Kepublic,  they  "having  everything  to 
lose  and  nothing  to  gain."  He  called  upon  the  set- 
tlers, to  obey  Santa  Anna,  who  professed  to  be  friendly 
to  Texas  and  himself,  and  cautioned  the  farmers 
against "  inflammatory  politicians,"  he  having  begun  to 
lose  confidence  in  all  persons  except  those  who  sought 
their  living  between  the  "  handles  of  the  plough." 

This  letter  was  no  doubt  seen  by  Santa  Anna,  and 
Mr.  Austin  perhaps  wrote  thus  of  him  in  order  to 
gain  his  liberty. 

According  to  Yoakum,  Santa  Anna,  on  the  5th 
October,  1834,  "convoked  a  meeting  composed  of  his 
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four  secretaries  of  state,  tlie  three  representatives  from 
Coahuila  and  Texas,  three  of  his  confidential  generals, 
Lorenzo  de  Zavala,  and  Stephen  F,  Austin.  The  ses- 
sion was  opened  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  president  having  stated  the  topics  to  which  the 
discussion  was  limited,  Austin  laid  before  the  meet- 
ing the  object  of  his  mission,  and  the  grounds  of  his 
petition.  After  a  discussion  which  lasted  three  houi's, 
embracing  every  head  of  the  question,  and  in  which 
several  of  the  members  participated,  Austin  urged 
lastly  the  separation  of  Texas  from  Coahuila,  and  its 
formation  into  an  independent  state.  This  was  op- 
posed by  the  representatives  of  the  state  in  the 
national  Congress,  and  pai-ticularly  by  Victor  Blanco, 
■who  spoke  last  on  the  subject.  Santa  Anna  then 
resolved— 

"  1.  That  he  would  meditate  maturely  the  decree  re- 
pealing the  11th  article  of  the  law  of  the  6th  of  April, 
1830,  and,  if  no  objections  were  presented,  would  give 
it  his  sanction. 

"  2,  That  a  corps,  composed  of  cavalry,  iuf  anti-y,  and 
artillery,  four  thousand  .strong,  should  be  stationed  at 
Bexar,  for  the  protection  of  the  coast  and  frontier  of 
the  country,  to  be  under  the  command  of  Greneral 
Mexia. 

"  3.  That  proper  steps  should  be  taken  to  have  regu- 
lar mails,  and  to  remove  all  ol)stacle8  to  the  agi'ieul 
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tural  and  other  industry  of  fhe  inhabitants,  '  who  are 
viewed  with  the  greatest  regard.' 

"4.  That  Texas  must  necessarily  remain  imited  with 
Coahuila,  because  it  had  not  the  elements  warranting 
a  separation,  nor  would  it  be  convenient.  And  though 
it  might  be  allowed  to  form  a  territory,  if  the  inhabi- 
tants called  for  it,  yet  the  dismembering  of  a  state 
was  unknown  to  Mexican  laws,  and  he  would  be  at  a 
loss  how  to  proceed." 

From  this  extract,  which  is  doubtless  correct,  it  ap- 
pears that  at  this  time  Santa  Anna  was  the  State  of 
Mexico  as  clearly  as  ever  Louis  the  14th  was  the 
State  of  Franca 

He  was  jealous  and  distrustful  of  the  Texans,  re- 
fused to  release  Aiistin,  but  still  kept  him  under  his 
eye,  nor  did  he  release  him  until  neai'ly  a  year  after 
this  time. 

It  might  have  been  that  he  feared  his  presence  in 
Texas  until  after  sending  thither  troops  to  keep  them 
in  subjection,  for  he  knew  Austin's  popularity  and 
influence  with  his  people. 

And  then,  again,  Santa  Anna  had  heard  of  the  rest- 
lessness of  the  Texans  and  their  aspirations  for  self- 
government,  and  perhaps  doubted  whether  they  would 
support  his  despotism  if  left  free  to  act  for  themselves. 
In  the  meantime  the  wily  Mexican  sent  troops  to 
San   Antonio,    to    Goliad    and   to   Anahuac,      Capt. 
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Tenorio,  with  twenty  men,  was  stationed  at  the  latter 
place  in  order  to  collect  dnties  and  imposts  on  foreign 
goods  entering  the  port  of  Gralveston. 

Early  in  1835,  Col.  Wm.  B.  Travis,  with  some 
Tesans,  captnred  Tenorio  and  Ms  men,  disarmed  them 
and  sent  them  away,  thus  showing  their  contempt  for 
the  Mexican  Government,  which  had  invited  them  to 
immigrate  and  become  citizens,  but  afterwards  failed 
to  do  justice  and  protect  them. 

To  avenge  this  insult  the  Mexican  Government  sent 
a  man-of-war  to  Galveston,  which,  according  to  Ken- 
nedy, failed  to  accomplish  its  mission.    He  says : 

"An  exaggerated  account  of  the  proceedings  at 
Anahuac  having  reached  General  Cos,  he  despatched 
Captain  Thompson,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  Mexico, 
in  the  war  schooner  Oorreo,  to  Galveston,  to  inquire 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  affair,  and  report  as 
soon  as  possible  the  result  of  his  investigation  at  Mata- 
moros.  Thompson  proved  himself  altogether  unfit 
for  his  mission.  Instead  of  instituting  an  inquiry  into 
the  facts  of  the  alleged  outrage,  he  assumed  the  char- 
acter of  a  blustering  dictator,  exceeded  his  orders, 
and,  under  the  pretext  of  protecting  the  revenue,,  at- 
tacked and  captured  a  vessel  in  the  Texan  trade. 
This  had  the  eSect  of  imtating  the  public  mind  against 
both  Thompson  and  the  Government,  and  the  former 
having  continued  to  linger  on  the  coast,  a  merchant 
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vessel,  the  San  Felipe^  fitted  out  with  cannon  at  New 
Orleans,  and  commanded  by  Captain  Hurd,  captured 
the  Oorreo,  and  sent  it  with  its  commaader  to  N'ew 
Orleans,  on  a  charge  of  piratically  interrupting  the 
trade  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States.  The  insolent 
assumption  of  authority  by  Thompson,  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  insulting  seizure  of  a  Mexican  vessel  of 
war,  on  the  other,  operated  injnnously  on  the  rela- 
tions subsisting  between  the  General  Government  and 
Texas,  and  imparted  greater  boldness  to  the  section 
of  Anglo-Americans  who  desired  to  bring  on  an  open 
rupture." 

At  this  time  there  was  a  party  openly  for  peace  and 
willing  to  submit  to  Mexican  domination  on  any 
terms,  rather  than  take  up  anns,  while  at  the  same 
time  there  was  another  party  composed  of  such  men 
as  Cols.  Frank  W.  Johnson,  James  Bowie,  Judge  H. 
M.  Williamson,  Wm.  B.  Travis,  P.  H.  Jack,  John  A. 
Wharton,  Edwin  Waller,  and  others  of  the  same  kind 
of  mettle,  who  wore  the  galling  chains  of  despotic 
rule  mightily  against  their  wills,  and  were  desirous  of 
an  open  i^v^ivn^e. 

On  the  30th  July,  1835,  Col.  Travis  wi-ote  from 
8om,  Felipe,  to  Bowie,  who  was  then  in  Nacogdoches  ; 
"  The  people  are  much  divided  here.  The  peace  party, 
as  they  style  themselves,  I  believ-e,  are  the  strongest, 
and  make  much  the  most  noise.     Unless  we  could  be 
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united,  liad  we  not  better  be  quiet,  and  settle  down  f  or 
a  wliile  ?  There  is  now  no  donbt  but  that  a  central 
goveniinent  mil  be  established.  What  will  Texas 
do  in  that  case  ?  Dr.  J.  H.  C.  Miller,  and  Chambers, 
from  Gonzales,  are,  I  believe,  for  unqualified  submis- 
sion, I  do  not  know  the  minds  of  the  people  upon 
the  subject;  but  if  they  had  a  bold  and  determined 
leader,  I  am  inclined  to  think  they  would  kick  against 

it General  Cos  writes  that  he  wants  to  be  at 

peace  with  us  ;  and  he  appears  to  be  disposed  to  cajole 
and  soothe  us.  Ugai'techea  does  the  same.  .  .  .  God 
knows  what  we  are  to  do  !  I  am  determined,  for  one, 
to  go  with  my  countiymen :  right  or  wrong,  '  sink  or 
swim,  live  or  die,  sui'vive  or  perish,'  I  am  with  them  ! " 
Five  days  before  Travis  wrote  this  letter,  one  of  the 
peace  party.  Dr.  X  H.  C.  Miller,  wrote  from  San 
Felipe,  to  John  W.  Smith,  of  San  Antonio : 

"  All  here  is  in  a  train  for  peace.  The  war  and 
speculating  parties  are  entirely  put  doivn,  and  are 
preparing  to  leave  the  country.  They  should  noto  be 
demanded  of  their  respective  chiefs,  a  few  at  a  time. 
First,  Johnson,  Williamson,  Travis  and  Williams,  and 
perhaps  that  is  enough.  Captain  Martin,  once  so 
revolutionary,  is  now,  thank  God,  where  he  should  be, 
in  favor  of  peace  and  his  duty ;  and  by  his  infiueace, 
in  a  good  degree,  has  peace  been  restored.  But  now 
they  should  be  demanded.     The  moment  is  auspicious. 


dbyGoogle 


68  mSTORT  OF  TEXAS. 

The  people  are  up.  Say  so,  and  oblige  one  wlio  will 
never  forget  hia  true  allegiance  to  the  supreme  author- 
ities of  the  nation,  and  who  knows  that,  till  they  are 
dealt  with,  Texas  will  never  be  quiet.  Travis  is  in  a 
pect  of  troubles.  Dr.  J.  B.  Miller  disclaims  his  act 
in  taking  Anahuac,  and  be  feels  the  breach.  Don 
Lorenzo  de  Zavala  is  now  in  Columbia,  attempting  to 
arouse,  etc  Have  him  called  for,  and  he  also  will  be 
delivered  up.  "Williams,  Baker  and  Johnson  are  now 
on  a  visit  to  him,  and  no  doubt  conspiring  against  the 
Government.  Fail  not  to  move  in  this  matter,  and 
that  quichly,  as  now  is  the  time." 

On  the  31st  July,  the  day  after  Travis  wrote  his 
letter  to  his  friend  Bowie,  TJgartechia,  the  Mexican 
commandant  of  San  Antonio,  on  the  information  given 
by  Dr.  Miller's  letter,  issued  an  order  for  the  imme- 
diate arrest  of  Travis,  Johnson,  "Williamson,  Williams, 
Baker,  Moore,  Zavala,  Corvajal,  and  Zerabrana, 

Buck  Travis  and  Three-legged  Willie  as  Col.  Travis 
and  Judge  Williamson  were  familiarly  called  by  their 
associates,  were  even  then  old  Tesans— so  were  Sam 
Williams,  Frank  Johnson  and  Moseley  Baker,  but 
Zavala  was  a  refugee  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  of 
which  he  had  been  governor — he  had  also  been  Mexi- 
can minister  to  France,  but  was  a  republican  and  an 
opponent  of  the  usurpation  and  despotism  of  Santa 
Anna.     Says  Yoakum : 
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"  Santa  Anna  was  extremely  solicitous  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  the  person  of  Zavala,  The  latter  had  been 
his  friend,  and  had  sustained  Mm  in  a  trying  honr. 
But  the  aid  was  given  for  the  cause  of  liberty  !  Santa 
Anna  had  deserted  that  cause,  and  now  wished  to  sac- 
rifice an  ancient  friend,  who  might  live  to  reproach 
him  for  his  perfidy.  'I  give  this  supreme  order,' 
says  Tornel  to  Cos,  '  having  the  honor  to  direct  it  to 
you,  requiring  you  to  provide  and  bring  into  action  all 
your  ingenuity  and  activity  in  arranging  enei'getic 
plans  for  success  in  the  apprehension  of  Don  Lorenzo 
Zavala,  which  person,  in  the  actual  circumstances  of 
Texas,  must  be  very  pernlcioias.  To  this  end  1  particu- 
larly recommend  that  you  spai'e  no  means  to  secure 
his  person,  and  place  it  at  the  disposition  of  the  Su- 
preme Government.' 

"  Cos,  in  transmitting  this  order  to  Ugartechea,  on 
the  8th  of  August,  directed  him,  if  Zavala  was  not 
given  up,  to  proceed  at  the  head  of  all  his  cavalry  to 
execute  the  command,  and  to  give  to  the  local  au- 
thorities on  the  route  information  as  to  his  sole 
object.  General  Cos  also  approved  of  Colonel 
Ugartechea's  requisition  upon  the  alcaldes  for  the 
other  obnoxious  individuals  previously  mentioned, 
and  especially  Travis,  whose  arrest  he  ordered,  that 
he  might  be  conducted  to  Bexar,  to  be  tried  by  a 
military  coui't." 
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Judge  Williamson,  on  the  4tla  of  July,  Lad  delivered 
a  powerful  oration  on  tlie  situation  and  "  the  impoi-tance 
of  GUI-  country,  our  propei-ty,  our  libei'ty,  and  our  lives, 
whieh  are  all  involved  in  the  present  contest  between 
the  states'and  the  military."  Again,  on  the  22d  June, 
he"  had  spoken  of  Cos,  at  San  Filipe,  "  as  capable  of  aa 
much  hypocrisy  aa  he  deemed  necessary  to  conceal  his 
designs  and  ensnare  the  Texan  patriots.  He  did  not, 
however,  deceive  them  long.  He  sent  them  a  circular, 
dated  the  12th  of  June,  1835,  full  of  the  paternal 
views  of  the  national  government.  At  the  same  time 
he  despatched  a  message  to  the  commandant  at  Ana- 
huac,  informing  him  that  the  two  companies  of  New 
Leon  and  the  battalion  of  Morales  would  aail  imme- 
diately for  Tesas ;  and  that  they  would  be  followed 
by  another  strong  force,  which  he  had  solicited  the 
government  to  send.  With  this  despatch  also  went 
another,  from  TJgartechea,  giving  the  information  that 
the  force  which  had  conquered  Zacatecas,  and  which 
was  then  at  Saltillo,  had  likewise  been  ordered  to 
Texas,  and  would  soon  regulate  matters  ! " 

The  order  for  the  arrest  of  these  popular  patriots 
waa  never  executed,  but  fired  the  hearts  of  Texans 
with  a  spirit  of  resistance.  Even  the  officers  of  the 
Mexican  Government  became  enthused.  Henry  Kueg, 
the  political  chief  of  Nacogdoches,  took  side  with  the 
war  pai'ty,  and  addressed  a  circular  to  his  department. 
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prating  of  the  constitution  of  1824,  and  his  adherence 
to  the  federal  form  of  government. 

In  answer  to  this  circular,  General  Cos,  the  brother- 
in-law  of  Santa  Anna,  wrote  to  him : 

"Yon  are  made  responsible  for  the  consecLuences 
which  snch  a  document  may  produce ;  for  it  is  your 
duty  to  give  to  your  subordinates  an  example  of  sub- 
mission and  respect  to  the  laws  of  the  comitry.  You 
have  invited  and  conducted  them  toward  rebellion  and 
open  resistance  to  its  superior  dispositions.  The  plans 
of  the  revolntionista  of  Texas  are  well  known  to  this 
commBodancy ;  and  it  is  quite  useless  and  vain  to 
cover  them  with  a  hypocritical  adherence  to  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution.  The  constitution  by  which  all  Mex- 
icans may  be  governed  is  the  constitution  which  the 
colonists  of  Texas  rrmat  obey,  no  matter  on  what  prin- 
ciples it  may  be  formed." 

Before  this  time,  in  order  to  defend  themselves 
against  the  Indians,  the  inhabitants  of  Mina  (now 
Bastrop),  had  organized  a  Committee  of  Safety,  of 
which  Edwai'd  Burleson,  J.  W.  Bunton,  Sam  "Wolfen- 
burger,  and  John  McGee  were  distinguished  members. 
The  first  meeting  at  Bastrop  was  on  May  lYth,  1835, 
after  which  the  municipalities  of  San  Pilipe,  Columbia, 
Nacogdoches  and  San  Augustine  also  formed  commit- 
tees of  safety  and  vigilance,  which  proved  of  great 
good  in  communicating  information  and  forming  con- 
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certed  action  beween   the   different  sections  of   the 
state. 

On  the  8th  of  September,  1835,  at  a  public  meeting 
in  Brazoria,  Mr.  Austin  thus  gives  an  account  of  his 
mission  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  his  treatment  while 
there,  and  the  ultimate  design  of  Mexican  politicians 
to  overthrow  the  state  governments  and  establish  on 
their  ruius  a  centralized  despotism ; 

" I  left  Texas,"  said  Mr.  Austin,  "in  April,  1833, 
as  the  public  agent  of  the  people,  for  the  purpose  of 
applying  for  the  admission  of  this  country  into  the 
Mexican  Confederation  as  a  state  separate  from 
Coahuila.  This  application  was  based  upon  the  con- 
stitutional and  vested  rights  of  Texas,  and  was  sus- 
tained by  me  in  the  city  of  Mexico  to  the  utmost  of 
my  abilities.  Ko  honorable  means  were  spared  to 
effect  the  objects  of  my  mission,  and  to  oppose  the 
forming  of  Texas  into  a  Territory,  which  was  at- 
tempted. I  rigidly  adhered  to  the  instructions  and 
wishes  of  my  constituents,  so  far  as  they  were  com- 
municated to  me.  My  efforts  to  serve  Texas  involved 
me  in  the  labyrinth  of  Mexican  politics.  I  was 
arrested,  and  have  suffered  a  long  persecution  and 
imprisonment.  I  consider  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give 
an  accoimt  of  these  events  to  my  constitiients,  and 
■will  therefore  at  this  time  m.erely  observe  that  I 
have  never,  in  any  manner,  agreed  to  anything,  or 
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admitted  auythlug,  that  would  compromise  tbe  con- 
stitutional or  vested  riglits  of  Texas.  These  rights 
belong  to  the  people,  and  can  only  be  surrendered  by 
them. 

"I  fully  hoped  to  have  found  Texas  at  peace  and 
in  tranquillity,  but  regret  to  find  it  in  commotion; 
all  disorganized,  all  in  anarchy,  and  threatened  with 
immediate  hostilities.  This  state  of  things  is  deeply 
to  be  lamented ;  it  is  a  great  misfortune,  but  It  is  one 
which  has  not  been  produced  by  any  acts  of  the 
people  of  this  country;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  the 
natural  and  inevitable  consequence  of  the  revolution 
that  has  spread  aU  over  Mesico,  and  of  the  impru- 
dent and  impolitic  measures  both  of  the  general  and 
state  governments  with  respect  to  Texas.  The  peo- 
ple here  are  not  to  blame,  and  cannot  be  justly 
censured.  They  are  farmers,  cultivators  of  the  soil, 
and  are  pacific  fi'om  interest,  from  occupation,  and 
from  inclination.  They  have  uniformly  endeavored 
to  sustain  the  constitution  and  the  public  peace,  and 
have  never  deviated  from  their  duty  as  Mexican 
citizens.  If  any  acts  of  impnidence  have  been  com- 
mitted by  individuals,  they  evidently  resulted  from 
the  revolutionary  state  of  the  whole  nation,  the 
imprudent  and  censurable  conduct  of  the  state  au- 
thorities, and  the  total  want  of  a  local  government 
in  Texas.      It  is,  indeed,  a  source  of   surprise  and 
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creditable  congi'atulation,  that  so  few  acts  of  this 
description  have  occurred  under  the  peculiar  cir- 
cnmstances  of  the  times.  It  is,  however,  to  be 
remembered  that  acts  of  this  nature  were  not  the 
acts  of  the  people,  nor  is  Texas  responsible  for  them. 
They  were,  as  I  before  observed,  the  natural  cooae- 
quences  of  the  revolutloaary  state  of  the  Mexican 
nation ;  and  Texas  certainly  did  not  originate  that 
revolution,  neither  have  the  people,  as  a  people, 
participated  in  it.  The  consciences  and  hands  of  the 
Texans  are  free  from  censure,  and  clean, 

"  The  revolution  in  Mexico  is  drawing  to  a  close. 
The  object  is  to  change  the  form  of  government,  de- 
stroy the  Federal  Constitution  of  1824,  and  establish 
a  central  or  consolidated  government.  The  states 
are  to  be  converted  into  provinces. 

"  Whether  the  people  of  Texas  ought  or  ought  not 
to  agree  to  this  change,  and  relinquish  all  or  a  part  of 
their  constitutional  and  vested  rights  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  1824,  is  a  question  of  the  most  vital  im- 
portance, one  that  calls  for  the  deliberate  consideration 
of  the  people,  and  can  only  be  decided  by  them,  fairly 
convened  for  the  purpose.  As  a  citizen  of  Texas  I 
have  a  right  to  an  opinion  on  so  important  a  matter — 
I  have  no  other  right,  and  pretend  to  no  other.  In 
the  report  which  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  make  to  my 
constituents,  I  intend  to  give  my  views  on  the  present 
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situation  of  the  country,  and  especially  as  to  tlie  con- 
stitutional and  natural  rights  of  Texas,  and  will,  there- 
fore, at  this  time,  merely  toucli  this  subject 

"Under  the  Spanish  Government,  Texas  was  a 
separate  and  distinct  province.  As  such  it  had  a 
separate  and  distinct  local  organization.  It  was  one 
of  the  unities  that  composed  the  general  mass  of  the 
nation,  and  as  such  participated  in  the  war  of  the  re- 
volution, and  was  represented  in  the  Constituent 
Congress  of  Mexico  that  formed  the  Constitution  of 
1824.  This  Constituent  Congress,  so  f arfrom  destroy- 
ing this  unity,  expressly  recognized  and  confirmed  it 
by  the  law  of  May  Vth,  1824,  which  united  Texas 
with  Gos^mis,. prfyijisio-fhcilly,  under  tlie  especial  guar- 
antee of  being  made  a  State  of  the  Mexican  Confed- 
ei'atioQ  as  soon  as  it  possessed  the  necessary  elements. 
That  law  and  the  Federal  Constitution  gave  to  Texas  a 
specific  political  existence,  and  vested  in  its  inhabitants 
special  and  defined  rights,  which  can  only  be  relin- 
quished by  the  people  of  Texas,  acting  for  themselves 
as  a  unity,  and  not  as  a  part  of  Coahuila,  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  union  with  Coahuila  was  limited,  and 
only  gave  power  to  the  State  of  Coahuila  and  Texas 
to  govern  Texas  for  the  time  being,  hut  alwm/8  suh 
ject  to  the  vested  rights  of  Texm.  The  State,  there- 
fore, cannot  relinquish  those  vested  rights,  by  agree- 
ing to  the  change  of  government;  or  by  any  other  act, 
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I  authorized  by  the  people  of  Texas  to 
do  so ;  neither  can  the  General  Government  of  Mex- 
ico legally  deprive  Texas  of  them  without  the  consent 
of  this  people.    These  are  my  opinions. 

"  An  important  question  now  presents  itself  to  the 
people  of  this  country. 

"The  Federal  Constitution  of  1824  is  about  to  be 
destroyed,  the  system  of  goveniment  changed,  and  a 
central  or  consolidated  one  established.  Will  this 
act  annihilate  all  the  rights  of  Texas,  and  subject  this 
country  to  the  uncontrolled  and  unlimited  dictation 
of  the  new  government  ? 

"  This  is  a  subject  of  the  most  vital  importance.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  Federal  Constitution  will  be  de- 
stroyed, and  a  central  government  established,  and 
that  the  people  will  soon  be  called  upon  to  say  whether 
they  agree  to  this  change  or  not.  This  matter  requires 
the  most  calm  discussion,  the  most  mature  delibera- 
tion, and  the  most  perfect  union.  How  is  this  to  be 
had  ?  I  see  but  one  way,  and  that  is  by  a  General 
Consultation  of  the  people  by  means  of  delegates 
elected  for  that  purpose,  with  full  powers  to  give 
such  an  answer,  in  the  name  of  Texas,  to  this  question, 
as  they  may  deem  best,  and  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  the  tranquillity  and  salvation  of  the  country  may 
require. 

"It  is  my  duty  to  state  that  General  Santa  Anna 
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verlaally  aad  expressly  authorized  me  to  say  to  the 
people  of  Texas  that  he  was  their  fi'iendj  that  he 
wished  for  theii'  prosperity,  and  would  do  all  he  could 
to  promote  it;  and  that,  in  the  new  Constitution,  he 
wonld  use  his  influence  to  give  to  the  people  of  Texas 
a  special  organization,  stiited  to  their  education,  habits, 
and  situation.  Several  of  the  most  intelligent  and 
influential  men  in  Mexico,  and  especially  the  Ministers 
of  delations  and  War,  expressed  themselves  in  the 
same  manner.  These  declarations  ai?ord  another  and 
more  urgent  necessity  for  a  General  Consultation  of 
all  Texas,  in  order  to  inform  the  General  Government, 
and  especially  General  Santa  Anna,  what  tind  of  oi  ■ 
ganization  will  suit  the  education,  habits,  and  situa 
tion  of  "this  people. 

"  It  is  also  proper  for  me  to  state  that,  in  all  my 
convei'sation  with  the  President,  and  ministers,  and 
men  of  influence,  I  advised  that  no  troops  should  be 
sent  to  Texas,  and  no  cruisers  along  the  coast.  I  gave 
it  as  my  decided  opinion,  that  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  sending  an  armed  force  to  this  country 
would  be  war.  I  stated  that  there  was  a  sound  and 
correct  moral  principle  in  the  people  of  Texas  that 
was  abundantly  sufficient  to  restrain  or  put  down  all 
turbulent  or  seditious  movements,  but  that  this  moral 
principle  could  not  and  would  not  unite  with  any 
armed  force  sent  against  this  country ;  on  the  contrary, 
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it  would  resist  and  repel  it,  and  ouglit  to  do  so.  This 
point  preseots  another  strong  reason  wliy  tlie  people 
of  Texas  should  meet  in  General  Consultation.  Tliia 
countiy  is  now  in  anarcky,  tlireatened  with  hostilities ; 
armed  vessels  are  capturing  evei^thiug  they  can  catch 
on  the  coast,  and  acts  oi  pii'acy  are  said  to  lie  commit- 
ted under  cover  of  the  Mexican  flag.  Can  this  state  of 
things  exist  without  precipitating  the  country  into  a 
war?  I  think  it  cannot,  and  therefore  believe  that  it 
is  our  bounden  and  solemn  duty,  as  Mexicans  and 
as  Texans,  to  represent  the  evils  that  are  likely  to 
result  from  this  mistaken  and  most  impolitic  policy  in 
the  military  movements. 

"My  fiiends,  I  can  truly  say  that  no  one  has  been, 
or  is  now,  more  anxious  than  myself  to  keep  trouble 
away  from  this  countiy.  No  one  has  been,  or  now  is, 
more  faithful  to  his  duty  as  a  Mexican  citizen,  and  no 
one  has  personally  sacrificed  or  suffered  more  in  the 
dischai'ge  of  his  duty.  I  have  uuifonnly  been  opposed 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  family  political  quar- 
rels of  the  Mexicans.  Texas  needs  peace  and  a  local 
government ;  its  inhabitants  are  farmers,  and  they  need 
a  calm  and  quiet  life.  But  how  can  T,  or  any  one,  re- 
main indifferent  when  our  rights,  our  all,  appear  to  be 
iu  jeopardy,  and  when  it  is  our  duty,  as  well  as  our 
obligation,  as  good  Mexican  citizens,  to  express  our 
opinions  on  the  present  state  of  things,  and  to  repre- 
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Kent  our  situation  to  tbe  governments  It  is  impos- 
sible. Tlie  crisis  is  sucla  as  to  bring  it  home  to  tbe 
iudgment  of  every  man  tliat  something  must  be  done, 
and  tbat  without  delay.  The  question  will  perhaps  be 
asked,  What  are  we  to  do  ?  I  have  already  indicated 
my  opinion.  Let  all  personalities,  or  divisions,  or  ex- 
citements, or  passion,  or  violence,  be  banished  from 
among  us.  Let  a  General  Consultation  of  the  people 
:  convened  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  be 
1  of  the  best,  and  most  calm,  and  intelligent, 
and  firm  men  in  the  country,  and  let  them  decide  what 
representations  ought  to  be  made  to  the  Greneral  Gov- 
ernment, and  what  ought  to  be  done  in  future." 

The  amiable  manners,  good  sense,  sterling  integ- 
rity, and  sufferings  of  Stephen  F.  Austin  had  endeared 
him  to  his  people,  who  listened  to  his  advice  as  chil- 
dren to  the  admonitions  of  a  parent. 

Immediately  after  his  return  from  Mexico,  be  was 
chosen  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Vigilance  of  the 
municipality  of  San  Filipe.  Pearson,  in  his  "  Life  of 
Hon.  Edwin  Wftller,"  says : 

"Up  to  the  time  of  his  arrival,  our  people  were 
divided  on  the  question  of  submission  or  resistance. 
Austin's  arrival  and  declared  opinion  that  we  had  no 
choice  but  resistance,  reconciled  all  former  conflict  of 
opinion.  Up  to  this  time  some  of  our  best  citizens 
were  so  far  deceived  and  misled  by  the  asurances  of 
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Colonel  TJgartechea,  eomaiandant  at  San  Antonio, 
and  General  Cos,  commander  of  tlie  Eastern  Depart- 
ment, that  they  were  not  only  disposed  to  await  events, 
but  denounced  those  in  favor  of  resistance  in  no 
measured  terms." 

The  municipality  of  Columbia  has  the  honor  of 
putting  the  ball  in  motion  for  a  COKSXJLTATIOK, 
for  as  early  as  June  23d,  1835,  its  citizens  approved 
it,  and  on  the  15th  of  August  following  at  a  public 
meeting  instructed  its  Committee  of  Safety  to  pre- 
pare an  address  to  the  people  of  Texas,  requesting 
union  and  concert  of  action  for  a  General  Consultation 
of  all  the  municipalities. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  meeting  of  the 
15th  of  August,  consisting  of  John  A.  Wharton,  W, 
D.  C,  Hall,  Henry  Smith,  Silas  Dinsmore,  James 
F.  Perry,  John  G.  McNeil,  Eobert  H.  Williams, 
W.  H.  Jack,  F.  A.  Bingham,  John  Hodge,  Wade 
H.  Bynum,  Branch  T.  Archer,  William  T.  Austin, 
and  others,  issued  an  address  on  the  20th  of  the 
same  month,  and  expressed  it  to  all  the  jurisdictions 
in  which  an  election  of  five  delegates  was  suggested, 
to  take  place  on  the  5th  of  October  in  each  munici- 
pality, to  represent  the  same  in  the  Consultation  to 
meet  at  Washington,  ten  days  thereafter. 

It  is  I'eported  that  Don  Lorenzo  Zavala,  in  an  ad- 
dress made  by  him  on  the  Vth  of  August,  1835,  at 
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Harriaburg,  said  that  "  Coaliuila  aiicl  Texas  formed 
a  state  of  the  republic,  and,  as  one  part  of  it  is 
occupied  by  au  invading  force,  tlie  free  part  of  it 
elionld  proceed  to  organize  a  power  which  would 
restore  harmony,  and  eatablish  uniformity  in  all  the 
branches  of  the  public  administration,  which  would 
be  a  rallying-point  for  the  citizens,  whose  hearts  now 
tremble  for  liberty.  But  as  this  power  can  only  be 
organized  by  means  of  a  convention,  which  should 
represent  the  free  will  of  the  citizens  of  Texas,  it  is 
my  opinion  that  this  step  should  be  taken,  and  I 
suggest  the  15th  day  of  October  as  a  time  sufficient 
to  allow  all  the  departments  to  send  their  represen- 


On  the  19th  of  September,  1835,  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  San  Filipe,  of  which  Stephen  F.  Austin 
was  chairman,  issued  a  circular,  signed  by  himself, 
advising  as  follows : 

"That  the  people  should  maintain  the  position 
taken  by  them  at  their  primary  meetings — to  insist 
on  their  rights  under  the  Federal  Constitution  of 
1824,  and  the  law  of  the  Yth  of  May  of  that  year, 
and  union  with  the  Mexican  Confederation. 

"  That  every  district  should  send  members  to  the 
Greneral  Consultation,  with  full  powers  to  do  what- 
ever may  be  necessary  .for  the  good  of  the  country. 

"  That  eveiy  district  should   organize    its   militia, 
4* 
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■where  it  is  not  already  done,  and  liold  frequent 
musters ;  and  that  the  captains  oi  companies  make  a 
return,  without  delay,  to  the  chief  of  this  depart- 
ment, of  the  force  of  his  company,  and  of  its  arms 
and  ammunitiou,  in  order  that  he  may  lay  the  same 
before  the  General  Consultation  of  Texas.  Volun 
teer  companies  are  also  recommended. 

"  This  comroittee  deem  it  to  be  their  duty  to  say 
that,  in  its  opinion,  all  kind  of  conciliatory  measures 
■with  General  Cos  and  the  military  at  Bexar  are 
hopeless,  and  that  nothing  but  the  ruin  of  Texas  can 
be  expected  from  any  such  measures.  They  have 
already,  and  veiy  properly,  been  resorted  to  without 
efEect.  "Wak  is  our  only  resource.  There  is  no 
other  remedy.  We  must  defend  our  rights,  ourselves, 
and  oiu'  country,  by  force  of  arms.  To  do  this  we 
must  unite — and  in  order  to  unite,  the  delegates  of 
the  people  must  meet  iu  General  Consultation  and 
aiTange  a  system  of  defence,  and  give  organization 
to  the  country,  so  as  to  produce  concert.  Until  some 
competent  authority  is  established  to  direct,  all  that 
can  be  done  is  to  recommend  this  subject  to  the 
people,  and  to  advise  every  man  iu  Texas  to  prepai'e 
for  wai',  and  lay  aside  all  hope  of  conciliation." 

The  people  of  San  Augustine  and  Nacogdoches  also, 
led  on  by  the  eloquent  appeals  of  Rusk  and  Houston, 
held  meetings  and  passed  resolutions  providing  for 
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organizing  tlie  militia  and  negotiating  with  the  In- 
dians, of  whom  Yoakum  says :  "There  were  more 
than  a  thousand  warriors  among  the  different  tribes 
that  had  emigrated  from  the  United  States,  and 
almost  smTonnded  the  frontier  of  eastera  Texas." 

Houston  and  Ensk  were  members  of  a  delegation 
sent  to  conciliate  them. 

They  informed  the  Indians  that  "  they  had  ordered 
all  their  surveyors  to  keep  away  from  their  lands, 
and  not  to  make  any  marks  ou  them ;  that  they  did 
not  intend  that  any  white  man  should  interrupt 
them  on  their  lands." 

On  the  12th  of  September,  the  Safety  Committee  of 
San  Filipe  issued  a  cii'cular  to  the  Indians,  promising 
them  all  their  just  and  legal  rights. 

About  this  time  General  Cos  landed  at  Copano 
with  400  men,  and  marched  by  way  of  Goliad  to 
San  Antonio,  he  and  his  soldiers  openly  proclaiming 
the  object  of  his  mission — General  Cos  with  Ms 
troops  intended  to  overrxm  Texas,  and  estaMish  cus- 
tom-houses a/nd  detadhtiients  of  his  army  wliere  he 
thought  proper.  To  disarm  tlie  people,  d/rive  o^it  all 
Americans  who  had  come  vnto  Texas  since  1830,  and 
topunuh  Hwse  who  had  imidted  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment  of  Mexdco  and  refused  ohedience  to  its  laios. 

The  first  battle  of  the  Texan  revolution  took  place 
at  Gonzales,  on  the  2d  of  October,  1835. 
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Commencing  to  disarm  the  Texana,  Captain  Casto- 
nado  was  sent  from  San  Antonio  by  its  conunandant, 
Ugartechea,  with  two  hundred  men  to  Gronzales  for  a 
brass  six-pounder  cannon  at  that  place. 

The  people  of  Gronzales  refused  to  deliver  it  up, 
sent  for  assistance  to  Bastrop,  San  Filipe,  and  other 
places,  whose  people  flew  to  their  aid,  and  they  at- 
tached and  drove  off  Castonado  and  his  men.  The 
following  account  of  the  affair  is  taken  from  Ken- 
nedy, vol.  2,  pages  108,  109 : 

"  The  Texan  force  at  Gonzales  had  been  increased  by 
volunteers  from  the  Guadalupe,  La  Baca,  and  Col- 
oradoj  to  168  men,  of  whom  fifty  were  mounted. 
In  an  election  for  field-officers,  they  chose  John  H. 
Moore,  colonel,  and  J.  W.  E.  "Wallace,  lieutenant 
colonel.  About  seven  o'cloct  in  the  evening  of  the 
1st,  they  crossed  the  river  Guadalupe.  The  line  of 
march  was  formed  by  '  placing  the  cavalry  in  ad- 
vance of  the  cannon  (the  brass  six-pounder  claimed 
by  Ugartechea),  two  companiea  of  flankers  in  open 
column  on  each  side,  with  a  company  of  infantry  in 
the  rear.'  They  mov^d  regularly  and  in  silence, 
until  the  Mexicans,  alarmed  by  a  shot  from  one  of 
their  piquets,  formed  in  order  of  battle  on  a  high 
mound.  This  was  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
during  the  prevalence  of  a  thick  fog,  under  cover  of 
which  the    Texans    advanced  on  the    open  prairie 
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until  tliey  were  within  about  three  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  of  the  enemy.  The  scouts  in  front  having 
discharged  their  rifles,  retired  into  the  main  body, 
closely  pursued  by  a  small  detachment  of  Mexicans. 
The  six -pounder  was  now  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
entire  force  of  the  enemy,  who  fell  back  to  a  position 
distant  between  three  and  four  hundred  yards.  The 
Texans  advanced  in  good  order,  when  Castonado, 
the  Mexican  commander,  conveyed,  through  a  pri- 
soner, his  desire  for  a  conference,  which  was  gi'anted. 
Having  inquired  the  reason  of  the  attack  by  the 
colonists,  he  was  referi'ed  to  his  orders,  which  com- 
manded him  to  take  by  force  the  cannon  that  had 
been  presented  to  the  citizens  of  Gonzales,  for  the 
defence  of  the  Constitution,  by  the  constituted  au- 
thorities under  the  Confederation,  who  alone  were 
entitled  to  their  obedience.  He,  they  said,  was  the 
instnnnent  of  Santa  Anna,  who  had  overturned  the 
rights  of  all  the  states  except  Texas,  for  whose  con- 
stitutional privileges  they  were  determined  to  fight 
to  the  last.  The  conference  terminated  without  an 
adjustment,  and  the  commanders  joined  their  re- 
spective ranks.  The  Gonzales  sis-pounder  resumed 
its  fire,  and  the  Texans  advanced  in  double-quick 
time  until  within  about  two  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy,  when  the  latter  retreated  precipitately  on 
the  road  to  San  Antonio  de  Bexai',  having  sustained 
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a  considerable  loaa  in  killed  and  wounded.  The 
Texans,  of  wiom  not  a  man  was  injured,  remained 
masters  of  the  field,  and  having  collected  the  spoils 
of  victory,  returned  in  triumph  to  G-onzales." 

Thus  commenced  the  memorable  contest  for  liberty 
and  struggle  for  independence  in  Texas,  which  in  its 
development  will  call  for  a  tear  of  sympathy  from  the 
generous  for  the  misfortunes  and  calamities  of  those 
who  suffered  and  died  in  it,  and  a  word  of  applause 
and  admiration  for  its  victorious  survivors,  who  in  the 
end  so  wisely  and  heroically  constmcted  upon  the 
rains  of  Mexican  misrule  and  domination,  the  beauti- 
ful fabric  of  Anglo-American  Eepublicanism. 

After  the  return  of  Castonado  to  San  Antonio, 
Ugartechia  wrote  to  Austin,  in  explanation  of  the 
CoiTeo  matter  saying :  "  I  know  you  are  right  to  com- 
plain of  Thompson's  proceedings,  which  I  still  less 
approve,  as  they  were  arbitrary,  he  having  no  author- 
ity to  act  in  such  a  manner."  That  he  would  himself 
set  out  the  next  day  (the  5th),  "  with  the  knowledge 
of  Cos,  with  a  force  composed  of  every  description 
of  arms,  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  Mexicans  would 
never  suffer  themselves  to  be  insulted."  He  stated, 
however,  in  conclusion,  that  if  Austin  "would  use  his 
influence  with  the  political  chief  to  have  the  gim 
delivered  up  to  the  wHier,  wlierever  it  might  meet  liim, 
front  that  spot  he  would  immediately  return  ;  if  not, 
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lie  would  act  militarily,  and  the  consequence  would 
be  a  war  declared  by  tke  colonists,  wMcb.  should  be 
maintained  by  the  nation  with  corresponding  dignity." 
But  the  ball  of  revolution  had  been  put  in  motion 
and  increased  hy  going.  News  of  the  battle  of  Gon- 
zales sped  like  lightning  through  the  settlements. 
Houston  and  Rusk,  Austin  and  Johnson,  Bowie  and 
Trayis,  hastened  to  the  scene  of  conflict,  while  Capt. 
George  Collingsworth,  with  about  forty  planters  from 
Old  Caney  and  Matagorda,  marched  to  attack  Goliad, 
where  he  arrived  at  midnight  on  the  9th,  sent  two  or 
three  men  into  the  town  to  reconnoitre,  while  he  waited 
for  his  command  to  come  up. 

"  The  latter,"  says  Yoakum,  "  having  got  lost,  were 
detained ;  but  on  their  route  they  fell  in  with  the  gal- 
lant Milam,  who,  having  escaped  from  prison  in  Mon- 
terey, had  rode  night  and  day  to  reach  Texas.  He 
had  stopped  in  a  musquit-thicket  to  rest,  when  the  Tex- 
ans  discovered  and  recognized  him,  A  nobler  volun- 
teer could  not  have  joined  the  ranks.  Their  number 
now  being  forty-eight,  they  advanced  upon  the  town, 
guided  by  pioneers  acquainted  with  the  localities. 
They  first  attacked  the  quarters  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sandoval,  the  commandant.  The  sentinel  having  fired 
was  shot  dovpn;  the  door  of  the  commandant  was  then 
broken  open  "with  axes,  and  he  was  taken  prisoner. 
The  Mexicans  were  completely  surprised,  andsurrender- 
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ed  unconditionally.  Of  tlie  enemy  there  was  one  killed 
and  three  wounded;  the  Texans  had  one  slightly 
wounded,  and  they  took  about  twenty-five  prisoners — 
the  balance  escaped," 

Kennedy,  in  his  account  of  the  captui'e  of  Goliad, 
differs  with  Yoakum  as  to  date  and  numbers,  but  is  so 
complimentary  to  the  lamented  Milam  and  the  farmers 
of  Old  Caney  and  Matagorda,  that  it  is  here  inserted : 

"  The  colonists  in  the  west,  nothwithstanding  their 
paucity  of  numbers  and  limited  resources,  acted  boldly 
on  the  offensive.  On  the  8th,  a  detachment  of  fifty 
men,  under  Captain  Collingsworth,  attacked  aad  cap- 
tured the  post  of  Goliad,  containing  stores  to  the 
amount  of  10,000  dollars,  with  two  brass  cannon  and 
300  stand  of  arms.  The  garrison,  which  was  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sandoval,  sui'rendered 
after  a  slight  resistance.  One  Mexican  soldier  was 
killed  and  three  wounded,  and  one  Texan  slightly 
wounded.  A  moat  valuable  addition  was  made  to  the 
military  councils  of  the  coloniste  at  Goliad,  in  the 
person  of  Colonel  Milam,  who  unexpectedly  appeared 
at  this  critical  period. 

"  Benjamin  E.  Milam,  whose  name  will  long  be  held 
in  grateful  and  honored  remembrance  by  the  people 
of  Texas,  was  boru  of  humble  parents  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  and  received  but  a  very  imperfect  education. 
'Endowed  by  natui'e  with  a  strength  of  mind  and 
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spiiit  of  enterprise  almost  peculiar  to  the  inliabitants 
of  the  Western  States,'  foi-tified  by  habits  of  indepen- 
dence, he  associated  "with  the  Indian  tribes,  in  order 
to  explore  the  more  southerly  parts  of  Texas.  In  the 
war  with  Great  Britain,  in  1812-15,  he  acquired  a 
high  reputation  among  his  countrymen ;  but,  dissatis- 
fied with  the  prospects  that  awaited  him  in  his  native 
state  at  the  close  of  that  contest,  he  engaged  in  the 
struggle  for  Mexican  liberation,  and  was  quickly  dis- 
tinguished for  courage,  activity,  zeal,  and  love  of  fi'ee- 
dom.  Opposed  to  the  usurpation  of  Iturbide,  he  was 
arrested  and  imprisoned ;  but  eventually  released  by 
a  rising  of  the  people.  Having  assisted  in  the  expul- 
sion and  punishment  of  the  military  emperor,  he 
obtained,  in  1838,  a  government  grant  of  land  in 
Texas.  Having  been  arrested  by  the  usurper  Santa 
Anna,  be  had  recently  escaped.  Shunning  the  habi- 
tations of  the  Mexican,  and  trasversing  unfrequented 
paths  for  a  distance  of  600  miles,  with  a  few  scanty 
articles  of  food  provided  at  the  place  of  his  confine- 
ment, he  had  arrived  near  the  town  of  Goliad,  and 
threw  himself,  faint,  and  almost  exhausted,  among 
the  tall  grass  of  the  prairie.  The  approach  of  armed 
men  arrested  his  attention,  and  presuming  them  to  be 
his  Mexican  pursuers,  he  determined  to  defend  himself 
to  the  last,  and  only  surrender  liberty  with  life.  To 
his  astonishment  and  joy,  he  discovered  the  advancing 
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force  to  be  Ms  fello\v-eolonists  of  Texas,  wlio  were 
marelimg  against  Goliad-  He  entered  tlie  ranks 
of  tte  volunteers  as  a  private  soldier,  although  ac- 
customed and  well  qualified  to  command,  and  was 
foremost  in  the  assault  on  Goliad — ^I'emaining 
with  the  army  after  the  capture  of  the  fort,  in 
the  same  humble  grade,  as  an  example  to  those 
who  might  aspire  to  lead  before  they  had  learned  to 
obey." 

There  being  no  head  to  ike  Tewans,  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  Safety  Committee  of  San  Filipe,  made  by  cii'cu- 
lar  ou  the  4th  of  October,  a  GEKERAL  COUNCIL 
was  formed  of  one  member  from  each  committee  of 
safety  of  the  various  municipalities,  on  the  11th  of 
October,  which  was  to  serve  as  a  government  until  the 
people  had  time  to  make  a  better  one. 

The  CoNSULTATioisr  met  on  the  16th,  but  Austin, 
mth  a  majority  of  the  members-elect,  having  joined 
the  anny  of  Gonzales,  there  was  no  quorum,  and  it 
adjourned  to  meet  on  the  1st  November,  when  most 
of  its  members,  at  the  invitation  of  Austin,  who  had 
been  elected  commander-in-chief  of  the  Texans  on  the 
evening  of  the  10th,  joined  the  army,  while  some  of 
them  remained  to  assist  the  General  Ci3uncil  in  or- 
ganizing victory  out  of  the  slender  resources  of  the 
state. 

Never  were  a  people  more  united;  tlie  peace  party 
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had  been  swallowed  up  or  totally  absorbed  by  the  war 
party,  and  "  it  required  more  patriotism  to  keep  meu 
at  home  than  to  get  them  into  the  servi(;e ! " — Saa 
Filipe  Safety  Committee,  October  13th,  1835,  Cir- 
cular. 
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A-Ustia  goes  to  San  Antonio. — Battle  oi  Concepcioii. — Report  of  Colonel 
Bo-svie. — Lipantitlaii  taken  by  Weatover. — The  Consultation. — Pi-ovi- 
aional  Govemweni. — Austin's  Eeport  to  Provisional  Qoverunient — 
Seeree  of  Oatdhe}-  8(?.— The  army  before  San  Antonio  ordered  to  raiao 
the  siege. — Colonel  B.  R.  Milaau  calls  for  volnntaers. — Attack  on  San 
Aatonio,  death  of  Colonel  Milam,  capture  of  the  city,  surrender  of 
Cos,  etc. 

ON  the  13tli  of  October,  18ci5,  having  organized 
his  little  army,  variously  estimated  at  from 
three  to  five  hundred  men,  Gen.  Austin  set  out  for 
San  Antonio  de  Bexar,,  which  he  proposed  to  attack, 
and  drive  away  its  commandant,  Gen.  Cos,  with  the 
Mexican  ai'my  under  his  command. 

Before  starting,  however,  he  wrote  to  Zavala,  who 
had  succeeded  him  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  at  San  Filipe,  begging  him  to  urge  the  eastern 
volunteers  "to  hurry  on  by  forced  marches"  to  join 
him,  and  "  not  to  stay  for  cannon  or  for  anything." 
He  also  solicited  supplies  of  ammunition,  with  pro- 
visions and  other  necessaries  for  the  troops. 

Upon  arriving  at  the  Salado  about  five  miles  east  of 
San  Antonio  on  the  20th,  he  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce  to 
Gen.  Cos,  who  refused  to  receive  it  or  to  acknowledge 
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Austin's  military  capacity,  and  tlireatened  to  fire  ou  a 
second  flag  if  sent. 

From  the  Salado,  Anstin  moved  to  the  mission  of 
Espada,  ten  or  twelve  miles  below  the  city  on  the  San 
Antonio  Eiver,  and  there  for  a  few  days  awaited  ve- 
inforcements. 

On  the  27th,  he  sent  Colonels  Fannin  and  Bowie 
witli  ninety-two  men  to  select,  nearer  the  enemy,  some 
eligible  sitnation  for  camping,  who,  after  inspecting 
the  old  missions  of  San  JosS  and  San  Juan,  ap- 
proached the  mission  of  Concepcion,  and  encamped 
for  the  night  in  a  bend  of  the  river,  with  level  prairie 
in  front,  and  the  densely  timbered  bank  of  the  river 
forming  an  angle  on  both  flanks  and  in  their  rear — 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  San  Antonio.  The  next 
morning  was  foggy,  notwithstanding  which,  the  cun- 
ning Mexicans  came  slyly  from  the  city  and  un- 
beknowenst  to  the  Texans,  surrounded  and  com- 
menced firing  at  them. 

Colonel  James  Bowie's  official  report  as  to  the  sub- 
sequent details  of  the  action  which  followed,  being 
very  full  and  complete,  is  here  inaei-ted  : 

"  The  men  were  called  to  arma,  but  were  for  some 
time  unable  to  discover  their  foes,  who  had  entirely 
surrounded  the  position,  and  kept  up  a  constant  fir- 
ing at  a  distance,  with  no  other  efEect  than  a  waste  of 
ammunition.     When  the  fog  rose  it  was  apparent  to 
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all  that  we  were  surrounded,  and  that  a  desperate 
fight  was  inevitable,  all  communication  with  the  main 
army  having  been  cat  ofE.  Immediate  preparation 
"was  made  by  extending  onr  right  flank  (first  division) 
to  the  south,  and  placing  the  second  division  on  the 
left,  on  the  same  side ;  so  that  they  might  be  pi'epared 
for  the  enemy  should  they  charge  iato  the  angle,  and 
avoid  the  effect  of  a  cross-fire  of  oar  own  men,  and 
likewise  form  a  cooipact  body,  so  that  either  might 
reinforce  the  other  at  the  shortest  notice  without  cross- 
ing the  angle— an  exposed  ground,  which  would  have 
occasioned  certain  loss.  The  men,  in  the  meantime, 
were  ordered  to  clear  away  bushes '  and  vines  under 
the  eminence  in  the  rear,  and  along  the  margin  of  the 
river,  and  at  the  steepest  places  to  cut  steps  for  foot- 
hold, in  order  to  afEord  them  space  to  form  and  pass, 
and  at  suitable  places  ascend  the  'bluff,'  discharge 
their  rifles,  and  fall  back  to  reload.  The  work  was 
not  completed  to  our  wish  before  the  Mexican  in- 
fantry were  seen  to  advance,  with  arms  trailed,  to  the 
right  of  the  first  division,  and  form  the  line  <Si  battle 
about  two  hundred  yards  distance  from  the  right  flank. 
Five  companies  of  cavalry  supported  them,  covering 
our  whole  front  and  flank. 

"  The  engagement  commenced  at  about  eight  o'clock, 
A.M.,  by  the  deadly  crack  of  a  rifle  from  the  extreme 
right,    The  action  was  immediately  general.    The  dls- 
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charge  from  the  enemy  was  one  continued  blaze  of  fire, 
whilst  that  from  our  lines  was  more  slowly  delivered, 
but  with  good  aim  and  deadly  effect,  each  man  retir- 
ing under  cover  of  the  hill  aud  timber,  to  give  place 
to  others  until  he  reloaded.  The  battle  had  not  lasted 
more  than  ten  minutes,  when  a  brass  sis-pounder  was 
opened  on  our  line  at  the  distance  of  about  eighty 
yards  from  the  right  flank  of  the  first  division,  and  a 
charge  sounded.  But  the  cannon  was  cleared,  as  if 
by  magic,  and  a  check  put  to  the  charge.  The  same 
experiment  was  resorted  to  with  lite  success  three 
times,  the  division  advancing  under  cover  of  the  hill 
at  each  fire,  and  thus  approximating  near  the  cannon 
and  victory.  '  The  cannon  and  victory,'  was  truly  the 
war-cry ;  the  enemy  only  fired  it  five  times,  and  it  had 
been  three  times  cleared,  and  their  charge  as  often 
broken,  when  a  disorderly  and  precipitate  retreat  was 
sounded  and  most  readily  obeyed,  leaving  the  cannon 
to  the  victors.  Thus  a  detachment  of  ninety -two  nien 
gained  a  complete  victory  over  part  of  the  main  army 
of  the  Central  Government,  being  at  least  four  to  one, 
with  only  the  loss  of  one  brave  soldier  (Richard 
Andrews),  and  none  wounded.* 


*  Colonel  Bowie  eatimated  the  MiMicau.  loss  <it  about  sixtryliillGcl  andfoity 
wounded,  the  lisfc  of  killed  including  many  offieera.  NoEe  of  the  arfcillery- 
laen  escaped  anliurt.     There  was  no  aooarate  return  of  the  Mesioan  loss. 
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"No  invidious  distinction  can  be  drawn  "between 
iiny  officer  or  private  on  this  occasion.  Every  man 
was  a  soldier,  and  did  liis  duty  agreeably  to  the  situ- 
ation and  circumstances  under  -w-hicb  he  wag  placed. 
At  the  close  of  the  engagement  a  piece  of  heavy  ar- 
tillery was  brought  up  and  fired  thrice,  but  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  by  a  reinforcement  of  another  company  of 
cavalry,  aided  by  six  mules  ready  harnessed,  they 
got  it  off.  The  main  army  (of  Texas)  reached  us  in 
about  an  hour  after  the  enemy's  retreat.  Had  it 
been  possible  to  communicate  with  you  (General 
Austin)  and  bring  you  up  earlier,  the  victory  would 
have  been  conclusive,  and  Bexar  ours  before  twelve 
o'clock" 

At  noon  on  the  next  day  General  Cos  sent  a  flag  of 
truce  to  General  Austin,  requesting  permission  to  bury 
the  dead,  which  was  granted. 

After  the  battle  of  Concepcion,  Austin  encamped 
with  his  army  on  the  field  of  battle  until  the  2d  of 
November.  He  then  moved  up  north  of  the  city,  and 
camped  on  the  river  near  its  source. 

Occasional  skirmishes  toolc  place,  in  one  of  which, 
the  Gp.a8s  fight,  about  fifty  Mexicans  were  killed 
and  several  wounded,  while  the  Texans  lost  two 
wounded  and  one  missing. 

In  the  meantime,  Captain  Westover,  of  the  com- 
mand stationed  at  Goliad,  after  its  capture  by  the 
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gallant  Collingsworth,  with  thirty-six  men  attacked 
and  took  Lipantitlan,  above  San  Patricio,  its  garrison 
of  twenty-one  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery. 

While  returning  to  Groliad  after  paroling  their 
piTSoners,  they  were  attacked  while  crossing  the 
Nueces  by  about  seventy  Mexicans,  of  whom  they 
killed  and  wounded  about  twenty,  with  a  loss  of  one 
wounded,  when  the  Mexicans  retired. 

"News  of  these  successes,"  says  Yoakum,  "spread 
over  the  country  through  the  agency  of  the  com- 
mittees of  safety,  and  cheered  the  Texans  in  their 
struggle.  The  same  intelligence,  reaching  the  United 
States,  kindled  a  flame  of  sympathy  everywhere. 
At  New  York,'  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  Nashville, 
Macon,  Huntsville,  Natchitoches,  Mobile,  New  Or- 
leans, and  other  places,  funds  were  raised,  and  emi- 
grants fitted  out  in  squads,  companies,  and  battalions. 
True,  there  were,  in  all  these  places,  icy  spirits,  who 
had  no  sympathy,  and  who  condemned  Texas  for  not 
submitting  to  Santa  Anna.  Such  men,  if  they  really 
knew  the  wrongs  inflicted  on  Texas,  and  those  greater 
wrongs  with  which  she  was  threatened-— had  they 
lived  in  the  time  of  the  American  ^Revolution,  would 
have  opposed  it  also.  It  ill  became  a  country  lUce 
the  United  States,  still  red  with  the  blood  of  her 
rebellion  against  George  III.,  to  blame  Texas  for 
going  into  the  contest  with  Mexican  defipotisra.    The 
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formei'  revolted  because  of  taxation  without  represen 
taUon.    The  wrongs  of  Texas  were  so  niucli  greater 
tliat  she  did  not  even  complain  of  the  absence  of  that 
right !     Mexico  complained  to  the  United  States  that 
the  revolted  Texana  were  '  daily  obtaining  from  New 
Orleans  assistance  of   all  kinds,  in  men,  munitions, 
and  arms,  in  silver  and  soldiers,  who  publicly  enlist 
in  that  city,  and  carry  with  them  arms   against    a 
friendly  nation,'     There  was  no  law  m  the  United 
States  to  prevent  public  meetings,  or  to  prohibit  the 
transmission  of  funds  or  arms    to   other    countries; 
nor  was  there  any  law  to  prevent  persons  from  leav- 
ing the  United  States,  provided  they  did  not  organize 
and  array  their  forces  within  her  limits.     President 
Jackson  was  not  the  man  to  shrink  from  any  official 
duty,  however    painful;    but,  as    an    individual,  he 
could  not  but  feel  an  interest  in  a  struggle  like  that 
in  which  Texas  was  engaged ;  and  what  he  thought, 
he  spoke.     It  cannot  be  denied  that  in  some  instances 
the  law  was  violated,  and  that  organized  bodies  of 
men  did  leave  the  United  States  ;  but  tlie  sympathy 
for  the  cause  of  the  Texans  was  almost  nniversal,  and 
no  one  made  it  his  business  to  advise  prosecuting 
officers  of  these  movements.     They  came — they  aided 
Texas;  she  gave  "them  a  home,  and  many  of  them 
remained  within    her  limits.     The    Lafayettes,    the 
Pulaskis,  and  the  Kosciuskos  of  Texas  will  be  kindly 
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remembered,  not  only  througliout  lier  borders,  but 
wherever  liberty  has  friends." 

But  to  return  to  the  Consttltation,  vvhicli  met  in  San 
Filipe  November  1st,  1835,  and  organized  on  the  3d. 
Gen.  Houston  and  other  members,  by  the  advice  of 
Gen.  Austin,  left  the  army  -while  it  was  encamped  at 
tte  miasion  of  Espada,  to  attend  it.  The  municipali- 
ties were  represented  as  follows : 

Municipality  of  Bevil:  John  Bevil,  S.  H.  Everitt, 
"Wyatt  Hanks. 

San  AugusfAne :  William  N.  Sigler,  A.  Houston,  A- 
E.  0,  Johnson,  Henry  Augustin,  A,  Horton,  A.  G. 
Kellogg. 

JVacogdooJies :  Sara  Houston,  Jaines  W.  Kobinson, 
Daniel  Parker,  William  Whitalier. 

Oolwmbia:  John  A.  Wharton,  J.  S.  D.  Byi'om, 
Edwin  Waller,  Henry  Smith. 

A-ibstin :  Wylie  Martin,  Eandal  Jones,  Thomas 
Bamett,  Jesse  Burnham,  William  Menefee. 

lAherty :  Henry  Millard,  Claiborne  West,  George 
M.  Patrick,  J.  B.  Woods,  A.  B.  Hardin. 

HarHshwg :  Lorenzo  D.  Zavala,  M.  W.  Smith, 
William  P.  Harris,  Jobn  W.  Moore,  C.  C.  Dyer,  David 
B.  Macomb. 

Matagorda:  E.  E.  Roya],  Charles  Wilson. 
Mina:  D.   C.   Barrett,  B.    M.  Williamson,  J.    S. 
Lester. 
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Washington:  Asa  Miteliell,  Elijali  Collard,  Jesse 
Grimes,  Philip  Coe,  Asa  Hoxey. 

Gonzales :  W.  S.  Fisher,  J.  D.  Clements,  George 
W.  Davis,  James  Hodges,  William  W.  ArringtOD, 
Benjamin  Fuqua. 

Viesca:  S.  T.  Allen,  A.  G.  Peny,  J.  G.  W.  Pierson, 
Alexander  Thompson,  J.  W.  Parker. 
TeTiekaw  :  Martin  Parmer. 

The  Consultation  superseded  the  council,  and  after 
thirteen  days'  labor  organized  a  Provisional  Govern- 
ment, republic  in  form,  and  elected  Henry  Smith, 
Governor;  J.  W.  Robertson,  Lieutenant-Governor; 
Sam  Houston,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  and 
a  council  of  twelve  to  co-operate  with  the  Governor. 

Branch  T.  Archer,  Williain  H.  Wharton,  and  Ste- 
phen F.  Austin,  were  duly  chosen  commissioners  to 
the  United  States.  Messrs.  A.  Houston,  Daniel  Par- 
ker, Jesse  Grimes,  A.  G.  Perry,  D.  C.  Barrett,  Henry 
Millard,  Martin  Panner,  J.  D.  Clements,  11.  R.  Koyal, 
W.  P.  Harris,  E.  Wallei-,  and  W.  Hanks,  were  the 
counsel  elected  out  of  the  Consultation,  to  remain  and 
co-operate  with  Goveiiior  Smith  in  carrying  out  the 
organic  law. 

On  the  25th  of  the  same  month,  Gen  Austin,  having 
■been  notified  of  his  new  appointment,  turned  ovei'  the 
command  of  the  anny  before  San  Antonio,  to  Col. 
Edward  Burleson,  who  had  just  been  elected  to  suC' 
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ceed  him,  and  on  tlie  30th,  hi  person,  made  in  sub- 
stance the  following  excellent  Report  to  the  Provis- 
ional Government: 

"  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  say  that  the  patriotism 
which  di-ew  together  the  gallant  volunteers  now  in 
service  before  Bexar  and  Fort  Goliad  is  unabated. 
They  left  all  the  comforts  and  endearments  of  home  to 
defend  their  constitutional  rights,  and  the  republican 
principles  of  the  Federal  System  and  Constitution  of 
1824,  and  the  vested  rights  of  Texas  under  the  law  of 
the  7th  of  May  of  that  year.  Their  basia  is  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  Federal  System.  But  should  these  be 
destroyed  in  Mexico,  and  the  decree  of  the  .3d  of  Oc- 
tober last,  passed  by  the  Central  party  (a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  presented),  be  carried  into  effect, 
and  a  Central  and  despotic  government  established, 
where  all  the  authority  is  to  be  concentrated  in  one 
person,  or  in  a  few  persons,  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  sus- 
tained by  military  and  ecclesiastical  power ;  the  voluu-. 
teer  army  will  also,  in  that  event,  do  their  duty  to 
their  country,  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  to  them 
selves— as  honor,  patriotism,  and  the  first  law  of 
nature  may  require. 

"  That  every  people  have  the  right  to  change  their 
government,  is  unquestionable ;  but  it  is  equally  certain 
and  time,  that  this  change,  to  be  morally  or  politically 
obligatory,  must  be  effected  by  the  free  expression  of 
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the  will  oi  tlie  community,  and  by  legal  and  consti 
tntioual  means;,  for  otherwise  tlie  stability  of  gov- 
ernments and  the  riglits  of  the  people  wonld  be  at 
the  mercy  of  fortunate  revolutionists— of  violence  or 
faction. 

"  Admitting,  therefore,  that  a  Central  and  despotic 
or  strong  government  is  best  adapted  to  the  education 
and  habits  of  a  portion  of  the  Mexican  people,  and 
tliat  they  wish  it ;  this  does  not,  and  cannot,  give  to 
them  the  right  to  dictate  by  unconstitutional  means 
and  force  to  the  other  portion,  who  have  equal  rights^ 
and  difBer  in  opinion, 

"Had  the  change  been  effected  by  constitutional 
means,  or  had  a  Kational  Convention  been  convened, 
and  every  member  of  the  Confederacy  been  fairly  re- 
presented, and  a  majority  a^eed  to  the  change,  it 
would  have  placed  the  matter  on  difierent  ground ; 
but,  even  then,  it  "would  be  monstrous  to  admit  the 
principle,  that  the  majority  have  the  right  to  destroy 
the  minority,  for  the  reason  that  self-preservation  is 
superior  to  all  political  obligations.  That  such  a 
govemment  as  is  contemplated  by  the  before-mentioned 
decree  of  the  3d  of  October  would  destroy  the  peo- 
ple of  Texas  must  be  evident  to  all,  when  they  consider 
its  geographical  situation,  so  remote  from  the  contem- 
plated centre  of  legislation  and  power ;  populated  as 
it  is  by  a  people  who    are  so  different  in  education, 
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liabits,  customs,  language,  and  local  wants,  from  all 
tlie  rest  of  tte  nation;  and,  especially,  wHen  a  portion 
of  the  Central  party  have  manifested  violent  religions 
and  other  prejudices  and  jealousies  against  them.  But 
no  National  Convention  was  convened,  and  the  Consti- 
tution has  been,  and  now  is,  violated  and  disregarded. 
"The  constitutional  authorities  of  the  State  of 
Coahuila  and  Texas  solemnly  protested  against  the 
change  of  government,  for  which  act  they  were  driven 
by  military  force  from  office  and  imprisoned.  The 
people  of  Texas  protested  against  it,  as  they  had  a 
right  to  do,  for  which  they  have  been  declared  rebels 
by  the  Government  in  Mexico. 

"  However  necessary,  then,  the  basis  established  by 
the  decree  of  the  3d  of  October  may  be  to  prevent 
civil  wars  and  anarchy  in  other  parts  of  Mexico,  it  is 
attempted  to  be  e:ffeeted  by  force  and  unconstitutional 
means.  However  beneficial  it  may  be  to  some  parts 
of  Mexico,  it  would  be  ruinous  to  Texas.  This  view 
presents  the  whole  subject  to  the  people.  If  they 
submit  to  a  forcible  and  unconstitutional  destruction 
of  the  social  compact  which  they  have  sworn  to  sup- 
port, they  violate  their  oaths.  If  they  submit  to  be 
tamely  destroyed,  they  disregard  their  duty  to  them- 
selves, and  violate  the  first  law  which  God  has  stamped 
upon  the  heart  of  man,  civilized  or  savage — ^which  ia 
the  law  or  the  right  of  self-preservation. 
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"The  decree  of  tlie  3(1  of  October,  therefore,  if 
canied  into  effect,  evidently  leaves  no  remedy  for 
Texas  but  resistance,  secession  from  Mexico,  and  a 
direct  resort  to  natural  rigMa. 

"  Sucli  I  believe  to  be  tlie  view  wliieli  the  volunteer 
army,  lately  under  my  command,  has  taken  of  this  sub- 
ject; and  such,  in  substance,  tlie  principles  it  is  defend- 
ing, and  will  defend.  That  tliey  are  sound  and  just, 
and  merit  the  approbation  of  all  nations,  I  sincerely 
and  conscientiously  believe. 

"  It  may  be  out  of  place  to  speak  of  myself  in  such 
a  communication  as  this,  but  I  deem  it  right  to  eay 
that  I  have  faithf  idly  labored  for  yeai'S  to  unite  Texas 
peraianently  to  the  Mexican  Confederation,  by  sepa- 
rating its  local  government  and  internal  administration, 
so  far  as  practicable,  from  every  other  part  of  Mexico, 
and  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the  people  of  Texas, 
vpho  are  certainly '  best  acquainted  with  their  local 
wants,  and  could  best  harmonize  in  legislating  for 
them.  There  was  but  one  way  to  effect  this  union, 
■with  any  hope  of  permanency  or  harmony,  which  was 
by  erecting  Texas  into  a  State  of  the  Mexican  Con- 
federation. Sound  policy,  and  the  true  interest  of  the 
Mexican  Eepublic,  evidently  required  that  this  should 
be  done. 

"The  people  of  Texas  desired  it ;  and  if  proofs  were 
wanting  (but  they  are  not)  of  theii'  fidelity  to  their 
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obligatioii3  as  Mexican  citizens,  this  effort  to  erect 
Texas  into  a  state  affords  one  wMcIi  is  couelnsive  to 
eveiy  man  of  judgment  who  Imows  anytiiing  about 
this  country ;  for  all  such,  are  convinced  that  Texas 
could  not,  and  ■would  not,  remain  united  to  Mexico 
without  the  right  of  self-government  as  a  separate 
state. 

"The  object  of  the  Texana,  therefore,  in  wishing  a 
separation  from  Coahuila,  and  the  erection  of  their 
country  into  a  state,  was  to  avoid  a  total  separation 
from  Mexico  by  a  revolution.  Neither  Coahuila,  nor 
any  other  portion  of  the  Mexican  nation,  can  legislate 
on  tte  internal  affairs  of  Texas:  it  is  impossible. 
This  country  must  either  be  a  state  of  the  Mexican 
Confederation,  or  must  separate  in  toto,  as  an  inde- 
pendent community,  or  seek  protection  from  some 
power  that  recognizes  the  principles  of  self-govern- 
ment. I  can  see  no  remedy  between  one  of  these 
three  positions  and  total  ruin. 

"  I  must  pai'ticularly  call  the  attention  of  the  Pro- 
visional Government  to  the  Volunteer  Army  now  in 
the  field.  That  their  services  have  been,  and  now 
are,  in  the  highest  degree  useful ,  and  important  to 
Texas,  is  very  evident  Had  this  army  never  crossed 
the  Guadalupe — a  movement  which  some  have  con- 
demned— the  war  would  have  been  carried  by  the 
Centralists  into  the  colonies,  and  the  settlements  on 
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the  Guadalupe  and  La  Baca  woiild  probably  have 
suffered,  and  perhaps  have  been  broken  up.  The 
town  of  Gonzales  had  already  been  attacked,  and 
many  of  the  settlers  were  about  to  remove. 

"  "What  effect  such  a  state  of  things  would  have 
had  upon  the  moral  standing  and  prospects  of  the 
countiy,  although  a  matter  of  opinion,  is  worthy  of 
matui'e  consideration,  moi'e  especially  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that,  at  the  time,  the  opinions  of  many  were 
vacillating  and  unsettled,  and  much  division  prevailed. 
The  Volunteer  Army  have  also  paralyzed  the  force  of 
General  Cos,  so  that  it  is  shut  up  within  the  fortifica- 
tions of  Bexar,  incapable  of  any  hostile  movements 
whatever  outside  of  the  wails,  and  must  shortly  sur- 
render or  be  annihilated.  The  enemy  has  been  beaten 
in  every  contest  and  skiarmish,  which  has  proved  the 
superiority  of  the  volunteers,  and  given  confidence  to 
eveiy  one.  Our  undisciplined  volunteers,  but  few  of 
whom  wore  ever  in  the  field  before,  have  acquired 
some  experience,  and  much  confidence  in  each  other 
and  in  themselves,  and  are  much  better  prepared  for 
organization,  and  to  meet  a  formidable  attack  than 
they  were  before. 

"The  post  of  Goliad  has  been  taken  by  the  volua 
teers,  and  the  enemy  deprived  of  large  supplies  which 
were  at  that  place,  and  of  the  facilities  of  procuring 
others  by  watei',  through  the  port  of  Copano,  which 
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is  also  closed  upon  them  by  the  occupation  of  Goliad. 
The  enemy  has  been  driven  from  the  river  Nueces  by 
a  detachment  of  the  volunteers  who  garrison  Goliad, 
and  by  tlie  patriotic  sons  of  Ireland  from  Power's 
colony.     More  than  one  hundred  of  the  enemy,  in- 
cluding  many  officei's,   have   been  killed ;    a    great 
many  have  been  wounded,  others  have  deserted,  and 
a  valuable  piece  of  brass  cannon,  a  six-pounder,  has 
been  taken,  and  another  preserved  (the  one  that  was 
at   Gonzales)    from   falling   into   the  hands   of   the 
enemy.     Three  hundred  head,  of  horses  have  been 
taken,  and  the  resources  for  sustaining  an  army  iu 
Eesar    are   all   destroyed   or   exhausted,  so  that  an 
enemy  in  that  place  is  at  this  time  more  than  three 
linndred  miles  from  any  supplies  of  bread-stuff,  and 
many  other  necessaiy  articles.    All   this  has  been 
effected  by  the  Volunteer  Army  in  a  little  more  than 
one  month,  and  with  the  loss  of  only  one  man  killed 
in  battle,  and  one  wounded  (who  has  nearly  recov- 
ered) before  Bexar;    one  wounded   at   Goliad,  and 
one   at  Lipantitlan,  on   the  Nueces.     In   short,  the 
moral   and  political  influence    of    the    campaign   is 
equally  beneficial  to  Texas  and  to  the  sacred  cause  of 
the  Constitution  and  of  liberty,  and  honorable  to  the 
Volunteer  Ai'sny.    This  army  is  composed,  principally, 
of    the   most    intelligent,   respectable,    and   wealthy 
citizens  of    the    country ;    and    of    volunteers   from 
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Louisiana  and  Alabama^men  wlio  have  taken  up 
arms  from  principle,  from  a  aense  of  duty,  and  from 
the  purest  motives  of  patriotism  and  philanthropy. 
They  have  bravely  sustained  the  riglits  of  Texas  and 
the  cause  of  Mexican  liberty,  aud  patieutly  bonie 
the  exposure  and  fatigue  of  a  winter's  campaign 
during  the  most  inclement,  wet,  and  cold  spell  of 
weather  tnown  in  this  country  for  many  years.  The 
most  of  them  are  men  of  families,  whose  loss  would 
have  made  a  fearful  void  in  our  thin  community. 
They  might  have  been  precipitated  upon  the  fortiflca- 
tioas  of  Bexar,  which  were  defended  by  seven  or  eight 
hundred  men  and  a  number  of  cannon,  and  taken  the 
place  by  storm  against  superior  numbers ;  and  Texas 
might,  and  in  all  probability  would,  have  been  cov- 
ered with  mourning  in  the  hour  of  victory.  On  con- 
sultation with  the  officers  in  council  of  war,  it  was 
deemed  most  prudent  not  to  hazard  so  much  in  the 
commencement  of  the  contest,  when  a  disaster  would 
have  been  so  materially  injurious ;  and  the  system  was 
adopted  of  wasting  away  the  resources,  and  spirits, 
and  numbers  of  the  enemy  by  a  siege,  the  ultimate 
success  of  which  appeared  to  be  certain,  "ndthout  any 
serious  hazard  on  our  part.  That  the  fall  of  Bexar 
within  a  shoit  time,  and  with  a  very  little  loss,  will 
be  the  result,  I  have  no  doubt. 

"I  consider  the  Volunteer  Army  to  be  the  main 
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hope  oi  Texas  at  thia  time,  and  until  a  regular  army 
can  be  organized ;  and  I  recommend  that  it  be  sus- 
tained and  provided  for  in  the  moat  effectual  and 
efficient  manner. 

"  Before  closing  thia  communication,  I  dccra  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Provisional  Government  the  situation  of  the  inhsbi- 
tanta  of  Besar  and  Goliad.  The  necessary  and  indis- 
pensable operations  of  the  war  have  compelled  the 
army  to  make  use  of  a  considerable  amount  of  their 
property,  particulai'ly  corn  and  beef  cattle.  So  soon 
as  circumatancea  will  permit,  I  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  some  system  be  adopted  to  ascertain  the 
amount  of  property  thus  used,  and  to  provide  for  a 
just  compensation.  This  recommendation  also  extenda 
to  horses  or  other  property  lost  by  the  Volunteers. 

"I  will  present  to  government  another  report  on  a 
special  subject  of  importance." 

"lu  the  other  report  of  Mr.  Austin  alluded  to,  he 
advised  the  calling  of  a  convention,  with  plenary 
powers,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  At  the  time  of  the  former  elections,  the  people 
did  not  and  could  not  fully  understand  their  true  situ- 
ation ;  for  it  was  not  Imown  then,  to  a  certainty, 
what  changes  would  take  place  in  Mexico,  what  kind 
of  government  would  be  eatabllslied,  or  what  course 
would  be  pursued  towards  Texas.    It  was  only  known 
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then  tliat  the  Central  party  was  in  powei',  that  all  its 
measures  tended  to  the  destruction  of  the  Federal 
system,  and  that  preparations  were  making  to  invade 
Texas. 

"  But,  at  the  present  time,  the  people  tnow  that  the 
government  is  changed — that  Centralism  is  estab- 
lished by  the  decree  of  the  3d  of  October  last,  and 
that  they  are  threatened  with  annihilation.  In  short, 
the  whole  picture  is  now  clearly,  before  their  view,  and 
they  see  the  dangers  that  are  hanging  over  tbem.  Can 
these  dangers  be  averted  by  a  provisional  organization 
which  is  based  upon  a  declaration  that  is  equivocal 
and  liable  to  diffei'ent  constructions  ?  Does  not  the 
situation  of  the  country  require  a  more  fixed  and 
Etable  state  of  things  ?  In  short,  is  it  not  necessary 
that  Texas  should  now  say  in  plain,  and  positive,  and 
unequivocal  language,  what  is  the  position  she  occu- 
pies, and  will  occupy ;  and  can  such  a  declaration  be 
made  without  a  new  and  direct  resort  to  the  people, 
by  calling,  as  speedily  as  possible,  a  convention  with 
plenaiy  powers,  based  upon  the  principle  of  equal  re- 
presentation in  proportion  to  the  population  ? 

"  These  are  questions  of  the  most  vital  importance. 
I  respectfully  submit  them  to  the  calm  deliberation  of 
the  Provisional  Government,  in  the  full  confidence 
that  all  the  attention  "will  be  given  to  the  subject 
which  its  importance  merits. 
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"  AVitliout  expressing  any  individual  opiuioa  oi  my 
own  as  to  the  time  or  day  when  the  new  electiona 
ought  to  take  place,  which  would,  perhaps,  be  inde- 
corous in  such  a  communication  as  this,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  lay  facts  before  the  Provisional  Govern- 
ment, I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  say,  that  so  far  as  I 
could  judge  of  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  citizens 
who  were  in  the  Volunteer  Army  when  I  left  them 
on  the  25th  ult.,  they  were  in  favor  of  an  immediate 
election  of  a  conventioa  with  plenary  power." 

In  all  probability,  had  the  QonsulUdion  made  a 
declaration  of  independence.,  fra/med  a,  GonsUUiiion, 
and  ordered  an  election  for  officers  under  it,  Mr. 
Austin  would  have  been  satisfied.  The  decree  so 
often  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  pages  is  as  follows  : 

[Decree  of  the  3d  of  October,  1835.] 

"  O^e  of  the  Fvi'st  Secretary  of  State, 


"His  Excellency  the  President, _pro  tern.,  of  the  Mexi- 
can United  States  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Eepub- 
lic.  Know  ye,  that  the  General  Congress  has 
decreed  the  following : 

"Akt.  1.  The  present  governors  of  the  states  shall 
continue,  notwithstanding  the  time  fixed  by  the  Con- 
stitution may  have  expired;  but  shall  be  dependent 
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for  their  continuance  in  tlie  exercise  of  tiieir  attri- 
butes upon  the  Supreme  G-overnment  of  the  nation. 

"Art.  2.  The  legislatures  shall  immediately  cease 
to  exercise  their  legislative  functions :  but  before 
dissolving  (and  those  which  may  be  in  recess  meet- 
ing for  the  purpose),  they  shall  appoint  a  Department 
Council,  composed,  for  the  present,  of  five  individuals, 
chosen  either  within  or  without  their  own  body,  to 
act  as  a  council  to  the  governor ;  and  in  case  of  a 
vacancy  in  that  office,  they  shall  propose  to  the 
Supreme  General  Government  three  persons  possessing 
the  qualifications  hitherto  required :  and  until  an 
appointment  be  made,  the  gubernatorial  powers  shall 
be  exercised  by  the  fii'st  on  the  list  who  is  not  an 
ecclesiastic. 

"  Art.  3.  In  those  states  where  the  legislature  can- 
not be  assembled  within  eight  days,  the  Ayuntamiento 
of  the  capital  shall  act  in  his  place,  only  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  the  five  individuals  of  the  Depart- 
ment Council. 

"Akt.  4.  All  the  judges  and  tribunals  of  the 
states,  and  the  administration  of  justice,  shall  con- 
tinue as  hitherto,  until  the  organic  law  relative  to 
this  branch  be  formed.  The  responsibilities  of  the 
functionaries  which  could  only  be  investigated  before 
Congress,  shall  be  referred  to,  and  concluded  before 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  nation. 
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"Aet.  5.  All  the  subaltern  officers  of  tlie  state 
shall  also  continue  for  the  present  (the  places  -which 
are  vacant,  or  which  maybe  vacated,  not  to  be  filled), 
but  they,  as  well  as  the  officers,  revenues,  and 
branches  under  their  charge,  remain  subject  to,  and 
at  the  disposal  of,  the  Supreme  Grovernment  of  the 
nation,  by  means  of  the  respective  governors. 

"Palace  of  the  Federal  Government  in  Mexico, 
October  3d,  1835. 

"MaGUIL   BATiEAGAN, 

"  A.  D.  Manuel  Diez  db  Bokilla." 

General  Austin  gained  but  little  glory  as  a  mili- 
tary man.  His  great,  big  heart  was  too  tender  to  see 
men  bleed  and  die  without  pain ;  and  then  each  one 
of  the  volunteer  army  was  his  dear  friend. 

"  I  am  afraid,"  he  wrote  to  Captain  Dimit,  on  the 
2d  of  Kovember,  "  that  our  future  operations  will  be 
tedious  and  prolonged,  owing  to  the  strength  of  the 
fortifications  at  this  place,  of  which  we  have  certain 
information.  Whether  the  army  can  be  kept  together 
long  enough  to  await  the  arrival  of  reinforcements, 
and  the  necessary  supply  of  heavy  battering-cannon 
and  anmiunition,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  somewhat 
uncertain." 

At  one  time  he  had  1,000  men  before  San  Antonio, 
after  this  he  was  joined  by  t?ie  Neio  Orleans  Grays 
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and  English's  company  from ,  Eastern  Texas,  so  tliat 
had  all  remained  he  wonld  have  had  1,300  men  with 
which  to  hare  talcen  the  place  by  assault.  But  he 
felt  sure  of  it  in  the  end,  and'  would  not  order  an 
assanlt  for  fear  of  losing  a  few  precious  lives,  so  the 
men  became  impatient  of  camp  life  and  wanted  to  go 
home.  Eusk  and  Travis  would  enthuse  them  occa- 
sionally by  dashing  up  with  them  near  the  forti- 
fications, but  the  cold  weather  and  rains  set  in  and 
they  went  home.  They  were  mostly  farmers  with  fami- 
lies, and  had  joined  the  army  in  a  buri-y,  with  their 
sununer  clothes  on^ — it  had  turned  cold,  so  they  went 
home  to  see  their  families  and  to  get  winter  clothes. 
"The  men,"  says  Kennedy,  "weai'ied  with  idly 
gazing  at  the  walls  of  the  beleaguered  town,  impor- 
tuned the  general  to  order  an  immediate  aseaidt. 
One  day,  and  then  another,  were  successively  named 
for  indulging  their  ardor, but  nothing  was  done;  and 
on  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  Deeeraber,  the  order 
was  given  to  break  np  the  camp  and  retire  into  winter 
quarters." 

This  order  was  received  by  the  majority  of  the 
500  remaining  troops  with  regret  and  chagrin, 

Yoakum  writes :  "It  was  then,"  says  an  eye-witness, 
■'  that  the  scene  was  wholly  indescribable,  and  serious 
apprehensions  were  entertained  that  our  camp  would 
become  the  theatre  of  blood." 
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Some  wished  to  obey  the  order  and  raise  tlie  siege, 
wliile  others  were  eager  for  an  attack. 

At  the  height  of  the  excitement  glorious  old  Ben 
Milam  cried  out,  at  the  top  of  his  voice ;  "  Who  loill 
go  toith  old  Ben  Milo/in  into  Son  Antonio  ?  " 

This  inquiry  was  answered  joyously  and  .instantly 
by  300  volunteers,  whom,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  commanding  general,  Burleson,  he  organized  into 
two  divisions,  one  of  which  he  commanded  in  person, 
while  the  other  was  led  by  Colonel  Frank  Johnson, 
one  of  i:he  prosoribed. 

General  Cos  had  about  800  men  in  the  Alamo  and 
the  Plazas— &.U  oblong  square  surrounded  by  stone 
houses  and  separated  by  the  church  and  honi^es  north 
and  south  of  it.  Solidad,  Aceqnia,  and  Flores  Streets 
run  into  the  Plaaaa  fi-om  the  north,  and  were  for- 
tified by  cannon  and  bariicades  where"  they  entered 
the  Plazas — named  Main  and  Military,  the  latter 
west,  the  former  east  of  the  church. 

Having  sent  Colonel  J.  C.  Neill  with  a  pai-ty  to 
make  a  feint  attack  upon  the  Alamo,  Colonel  Milam 
and  Johnson  with  300  men  and  two  cannon,  before 
day  on  the  morning  of  the  5tb,  entered  the  city  and 
made  lodgments  in  two  famous  buildings  known  as 
the  Veramandi  and  G-arza  houses,  about  one  hundred 
yaa'ds  apart,  the  former  east  of  Solidad,  the  latter 
east  of   Acequia  Streets.       The  following  despatch, 
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signed  by  B,  R.  Milam  and  Edward  Bnl-leson,  and 
dated  6tli  December,  1835,  was  sent  to  the  Provisional 
Government  at  San  Filipe  : 

"Yesterday  morning,  at  dayligbt,  or  rather  some 
twenty  minutes  before,  Colonel  Milam,  with  a  party 
of  about  300  volunteers,  made  an  assault  npon  the 
town  of  Bexar.  His  party  he  distributed  in  two 
divisions,  which,  on  entering  the  town,  took  pos- 
session of  two  buildings  near  each  other— near  the 
place  where  they  have  been  ever  since  battling  with 
the  enemy.  They  have  so  far  had  a  fierce  contest,  the 
enemy  offering  a  strong  and  obstinate  resistance.  The 
houses  occupied  by  us  command  some  of  the  cannon 
in  the  place,  or  have  silenced  them  entirely,  as  it  is 
reported  to  ns.  The  issue  is  doubtful,  of  Gowse 
Ugartechea  is  on  the  way,  with  considerable  re- 
inforcements; how  near  has  not  yet  been  exactly 
ascertained ;  but  certainly  he  is  not  more  than  from 
fifty  to  sisty  miles  o:ffi.  This  express  has  been 
despatched  for  an  immediate  supply  of  ammunition, 
as  mnch  powder  and  lead  as  can  possibly  be  sent 
instantly.  Of  the  first-mentioned  article,  there  is  none 
beyond  the  cannon  cartridges  already  made  up.  I 
hope  that  good  mules,  or  horses,  will  be  procured  to 
Bend  on  these  articles  with  the  greatest  possible  speed, 
travelling  night  and  day,  for  there  is  not  a  moment  to 
be  lost.     Reinforcements  of  men  are,  perhaps,  indis- 
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pensable  to  our  salvation.    I  liope  every  exertion  will 
be  made  to  force  tliem  to  our  relief  immediately." 

In  Ms  official  report  of  the  storming  of  San  Antonio, 
Colonel  Johnson  says : 

"At  seven  o'clock  a  heavy  cannonading  from  the 
town  was  seconded  by  a  well-directed  fire  from  the 
AJamOj  which  for  a  time  prevented  the  possibility  of 
covering  our  lines,  or  effecting  a  safe  eommtmication 
between  the  two  divisions.  In  coi^equence  of  the 
twelve-pounder  having  been  dismounted,  and  the  want 
of  proper  cover  for  the  other  gun,  little  execution  was 
done  by  our  artillery  dunng  the  day.  We  were,  there- 
fore, reduced  to  a  close  and  well-directed  fire  from 
our  rifles,  which,  notwithstanding  the  advantageous 
position  of  the  enemy,  obliged  them  to  slacken  their 
fire,  and  several  times  to  abandon  their  artillery  with- 
in range  of  our  shot.  Our  loss  during  the  day  was 
one  private  killed  ;  one  colonel  and  one  first-lieutenant 
severely  wounded;  one  colonel  slightly,  three  privates 
dangerously,  six  severely,  and  three  slightly.  I>uring 
the  whole  of  the  night  (of  the  5th)  the  two  divisions 
were  occupied  in  strengthening  their  positions,  open- 
ing trenches,  and  effecting  a  safe  communication, 
although  exposed  to  a  heavy  cross-fire  from  the  enemy, 
which  slackened  towards  morning.  I  may  remark 
that  the  want  of  proper  tools  rendered  this  under- 
taking doubly  arduous. 
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"  At  dayllgbt  of  the  6tli  the  enemy  were  observed 
to  have  occupied  the  tops  of  the  houses  iu  our  front, 
vrhere,  under  cover  of  breast-works,  they  opened 
thi'ough  loop-holes  a  very  brisk  fire  of  small  arms  on 
our  whole  line,  followed  by  a  steady  cannonading  from 
the  town,  in  front,  and  from  the  Alamo  on  the  left 
flank,  with  few  luten'uptions  during  the  day.  A  de- 
tachment of  Captain  Crane's  company,  under  Lieuten- 
ant W.  McDonald,  followed  by  others,  gallantly  pos- 
sessed themselves,  under  a  severe  fli'e,  of  the  house  to 
the  right,  and  in  advance  of  the  first  division,  which 
considerably  extended  our  line ;  while  the  I'est  of  the 
army  was  occupied  in  returning  the  enemy's  fire  and 
strengthening  our  trenches,  which  enabled  our  artil- 
lery to  do  some  execution,  and  complete  a  safe  com- 
munication from  right  to  left.  Our  loss  this  day 
amounted  to  three  privates  severely  wounded  and  two 
slightly.*  During  the  night  the  fire  from  the  enemy 
was  inconsiderable,  and  our  people  were  occupied  in 
making  a.nd  filling  sand-bags,  and  otherwise  strength- 
ening our  lines. 

"  At  daylight  on  the  7th  it  was  discovered  that  the 
enemy  had,  during  the  night  pi'evious,  opened  a  trench 
on  the  Alamo  side  of  the  river,  and  on  the  left  flank, 

*  Thelato  Thomas  W.  Wai'd  lost  alegtere,  ami  was  afterwards  niek-nainec! 
Old  Peg-Leg.  Hon.  Sam.  A.  Maverick  and  J,  W.  Smitli  did  good  service  in 
fchia  siermmff  pwrty. 
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as  well  as  strengthened  their  battery  on  the  cross 
street  leading  to  the  Alamo.  From  the  first,  they  opened 
a  brisk  fire  of  small  arms ;  from  the  last,  a  heavy  can. 
nonade,  as  well  as  small  ai'ms,  which  was  kept  up  un- 
til eleven  o'clock,  when  they  were  silenced  by  our 
superior  fire.  About  twelve  o'clock,  Henry  Kames,* 
fff  Capt.  York's  company,  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from 
the  enemy,  gallantly  advanced  to  a  house  in  front  of 
the  first  division;  and,  with  a  crow-bar,  forced  an  en- 
trance, through  which  the  whole  company  immediately 
followed  him,  and  made  a  secure  lodgment.  In  the 
evening,  the  enemy  renewed  a  heavy  fire  from  all  the 

*  Hearj  Kaanea  was  one  of  tlioae  remarkable  ctacaoters  whose  tcue 
history  is  a  romflJice.  He  was  raised  in  Tennessee.  At  an  early  age  he 
joinea  a  company  of  Arkaaaas  trappers,  who  turned  their  atteution  to 
Bttaoks  on  the  Pawnee  -villagea  on  the  head-bcaoches  of  Bad  River ;  but,  haY- 
ing  disagreed,  they  separated.  Karnes,  with  three  or  four  others,  proceeded 
across  to  the  head  of  the  Trinity.  Hero,  having  their  horses  stolen,  they 
obtained  a  canoe,  and  floated  down  the  river  to  Robbms'a  Feny.  Karnes 
procured  employment  at  Grooe's  Retreat,  where  the  war  fonnd  him.  He 
entered  the  Tesam  aertdoe,  and  fought  with  a  hearty  good-will.  One  who 
was  often  with  him,  and  by  his  aide  at  Concepcion,  aays  he  noTei  knew  him 
to  swear  before  or  since  that  day.  But  when  he  came  into  the  lines,  after 
heing  shot  at  so  often,  and  bega-n  to  load  his  rifle,  he  osclaimed  with  some 
wtath,  "Thed d  raacala  have  shot  out  the  bottom  of  my  powder- 
horn  I"  Karnes  roae  to  the  rank  of  colonel  in  Texas.  He  was  of 
low  Btatui-e,  and  weighed  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  pomida ;  was  quiet, 
Bober,  and  temperate,  and  had  an  effeminate  voiCQ.  He  was  wholly  ilUterato, 
yet  he  had  remarkable  gentlen^s  and  delicacy  of  feehng,  and  was  otherwise 
amiable  in  private  hfe.  Ha  died  at  San  Antonio,  in  Augnst,  184fl,  sntcoucded 
IS  friends.  — Foatom. 
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positions  wliicli  could  bear  upon  us,  and  at  about  half- 
past  three  o'clock,  as  our  gallant  commander,  Colonel 
Milam,  was  passing  into  the  yard  of  my  position  (the 
house  of  Berimendi)  he  received  a  riie  shot  in  the 
head,  ■which  caused  his  instant  death— an  irreparable 
loss  at  so  critical  a  moment.  Our  casualties  other- 
wise, dming  the  day,  were  only  two  privates  slightly 
wounded. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  officers,  held  at  seven  o'cloclc,  I 
was  invested  with  the  chief  command,  with  Major 
Morris  as  my  second.  Captains  Llewellyn,  English, 
Crane,  and  Landrum,  with  their  respective  compa- 
nies, forced  their  way  into,  and  took  possession  of 
the  house  of  Don  J.  Antonio  Navarro,  an  advanced 
and  important  position  close  to  the  square.  The  fire 
of  the  enemy  became  interrupted  and  slack  during 
the  whole  night,  and  the  weather  exceedingly  cold 
and  wet. 

"The  morning  of  the  8th  continued  cold  and  wet, 
and  but  little  firing  on  either  side.  At  nine  o'clock, 
the  same  companies  who  took  possession  of  Don  J. 
Antonio  Navarro's  house,  aided  by  a  detachment  of 
the  Grays,  advanced  and  occupied  the  Zambrano  Row, 
leading  to  the  Square,  without  any  accident.  The 
brave  conduct  on  this  occasion  of  William  Graham,  of 
Cook's  company  of  Grays,  merits  mention.  A  heavy 
fire  of  artillery  aud  small  arms    was  opened  on  thie 
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position  by  the  enemy,  wlio  disputed  every  incli  of 
ground,  and  aftex-  suffering  a  severe  loss  in  officers 
and  men,  were  obliged  to  retire  from  to  room  to  room, 
until  they  evacuated  the  whole  building.  During 
this  time,  our  men  were  reinforced  by  a  detachment 
fi-om  York's  company,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Gill.  The  cannonading  was  exceedingly  heavy 
from  all  quarters  during  the  day,  but  did  uo  essential 
damage.  Our  loss  consisted  of  one  captain  seriously 
wounded  and  two  privates  severely.  At  seven  o'clock, 
P.M.,  the  party  in  Zambrano's  Row  were  reinforced  by 
Captains  Swisher,  Alley,  Edwards,  and  Duncan,  and 
their  respective  companies. 

"This  evening  we  had  undoubted  information  of 
the  amval  of  a  strong  reinforcement  to  the  enemy, 
under  Colonel  ITgartechea.  At  half-past  ten  o'clock, 
P.M.,  Captains  Cook  and  Pattoa,  with  the  company  of 
New  Orleans  Grays*  and  a  company  of  Brazona 
Volunteers,  forced  their  way  into  the  priest's  house 
in  the  square,  although  exposed  to  tlie  fire  of  a  battei-y 

•  ' '  The  appeaianca  of  flia  Gi'aya  at  Nocogdooliea  oo.  Uieir  way  to  Saa  A]> 
tonia,"  BttjB  the  late  Adolpbaa  Sterne, ' '  had  a  fine  effect  on  the  Cherokee  Indi- 
ana, a  large  number  of  whom  were  then  m  town.  Their  fine  uniform  caps  and 
coata  attracted  the  notice  of  the  chief,  Eolles.  He  iaqaired  if  they  were 
wTaekson's  men,  'Coiiainly  they  are,'  8ai3  Stemo.  'Are  there  more  com- 
ing?'— 'Tea,'  was  the  reply.  'How  many  more?'  askod.  BoEea.  Stei-ne 
told  Mm  to  count  tha  hairs  on  hia  head,  and  he  would  know,  la  twenty 
minutee  the  Indians  had  all  left  the  town  t  " 
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of  tliree  guns  and  a  large  body  of  musqueteers.  Be^ 
fore  this,  however,  the  division  was  reinforced  from 
the  reserve  by  Captains  Cheshire,  Lewis,  and  Batter- 
land,  and  their  companies. 

"  Immediately  after  we  got  possession  of  the  prietjt's 
house,  the  enemy  o^jened  a  furious  cannonade  from 
all  their  batteries,  accompanied  by  incessant  volleys 
of  small  arms,  against  every  house  in  our  possession, 
and  every  part  of  our  lines,  which  continued  unceas- 
ingly until  half-past  six  o'clock  a.m.  of  the  9th,  when 
they  sent  a  flag  of  truce,  with  an  intimation  that  they 
desired  to  capitulate.  Our  loss  in  this  night's  attack, 
consisted  of  one  man  only,  dangerously  woxinded, 
while  in  the  act  of  spiking  a  cannon." 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  Gen.  Cos  surrendered, 
and  on  the  14th  set  out  for  the  Rio  Grande,  with  1,105 
troops,  the  remainder  of  his  arrny,  which  amounted  to 
about  1,400,  having  concluded  to  remain  in  Saa 
Antonio. 

Thus  by  the  heroism  of  Milam  and  his  comrades 
was  the  stronghold  of  the  Mexicans  in  Texas  taken, 
but  at  the  loss  of  that  gallant  soldier,  the  Vtrave 
Milam. 

Often  have  I  entered  the  Old  Veramandi  a,nd  asked : 
"  Where  is  MilaTn^s  grave  f  "  but  no  one  ever  answered 
the  qiiestion,  and.  unless  some  of  his  comrades  in  this 
brilliant  achievement  shall  return  to  the  place  of  his 
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glorj'',   and  mark  the    "grave  wJiere  otir  liero  they 
huried,^''  it  will  be  lanlsnowii  to  future  generations. 

"With  the  capture  of  San  Antonio  ended  the  cam- 
paign of  1835.  In  a  little  more  than  two  montlia 
every  hostile  Mexican  had  been  driven  from  the  soil 
of  Texas,  with  but  very  slight  loss.  Col.  Johnson, 
with  a  small  garrison,  remained  at  San  Antonio,  while 
the  majority  of  the  little  army  went  home.  In  the 
language  of  the  English  historian  of  Texas ;  "  They 
had  toUed,  and  suffered,  and  fought,  like  men  to  whom 
the  fairest  fields  and  the  brightest  akiea  are  valueless 
and  cheerless,  withont  the  invigorating  esercise  of 
their  constitutional  rights.  With  the  degenerate  races 
of  the  South,  liberty  was  but  a  poetical  abstraction — the 
catch-word  of  the  intriguing  demagogue — ^the  war-cry 
of  the  ambitions  soldier :  with  the  Anglo-Americans 
it  was  a  substantial  inheritance — dear  to  them  as 
the  memory  of  their  ancestor— essential  to  their 
sooial  progress  as  the  air  of  heaven  to  their  physical 
existence.  It  was  the  spirit  of  independence  that  stim- 
ulated the  Northern  husbandmen  to  turn  their  faces 
toward  the  sun  of  the  ti'opic,  and  sustained  them 
amidst  trials  of  which  the  pampered  inhabitants  of 
the  cities  of  the  old  world  can  form  no  conception. 
The  charter  which  had  hitherto  protected  and  encour- 
aged the  settlers — ^the  Mexican  Constitution  of  1824 
— had  been  violated ;  the  armed  partisan  had  usurped 
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the  seat  of  the  judge;  drum-head  decisions  had  been 
substituted  for  the  awards  of  law,  and  the  colonists 
were  left  to  choose  between  resistance,  with  its  danger, 
and  submission,  with  its  disgrace.  They  made  their 
election  with  a  fall  perception  of  the  consequences  it 
might  involve,  and  staked  life  and  land  in  defence  of 
their  chartered  liberties.  Their  first  easay  in  the  field 
was  astonishingly  .  successful ;  and  the  storming  of 
Bexar  wiU  rank  among  the  most  remarkable  feats  of 
chivalrous  daring.  To  what  did  they  owe  their  sue- 
ce^  ?  Not  to  the  arts  of  professional  soldiership,  for 
of  these  they  were  ignorant ;  not  to  numerical  strength, 
for  they  were  comparatively  few — ill-armed,  ill-clad, 
and  ill -fed.  In  their  moral  organization — in  the  proud 
sense  of  their  superiority,  as  instructed  freemen,  over 
the  puppets  of  ignorant  and  intolerant  misrule,  lay 
the  secret  of  their  triumphs." 
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The  Provisiokal  Goyekbmbht  nndthe  Genbkai.  Council. — Gen.  Houg- 
ton'a  Proclamation, — I>r.  James  Grant  and  the  MutaTaorva/ever. — Gea. 
Mexia's  Expedition  to  Tampico. — Cols.  Fannin  and  Johnson  made 
Agents  and  supersedo  Gbn.  Houston  — Sis  Bepm-t. — Treaty  wiHi  the  In- 
dians.— Capture  of  the  Bannah  Elizabeth  by  the  Williaia  SdbUnK.- 
CoL  Tom  McKinney. — Austin  borrow?  $250,000. — The  Convention 
Wasliington.  — Declaration  of  Independence,  and  Government  ad  intmm. 

rr^HE  Provisional  Government  of  Texas,  wliicli  ex- 
isted  only  about  foiiT  months,  was  not  a  success. 
The  governor  and  Council  soon  fell  out,  and  the 
Council  passed  a  resolution  deposing  Gov.  Smith  and 
placing  in  his  stead  the  lieut. -governor. 

In  less  than  a  month  after  its  inaugnration  it  was 
openly  declared  that  "  the  existing  authorities  were 
not  equal  to  the  crisis ;  that  the  officers  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  council  were  worthless  and  imbecile ;  and 
that  it  was  necessary  forthwith  to  reorganize  the 
government  and  give  it  a  more  energetic  administra- 
tion, in  order  to  save  the  country  fi-om  ruin." 

Gen.  Houston  sided  with  the  governor,  but  gave 
his  powerful  aid  on  the  stump  and  in  the  Oouncil  for 
the  support  and  continuance  of  the  administration. 

Before  the  news  of  the  storming  of  San  Antonio 
aiTived,  in  his  official  capacity  he  issued  the  following. 
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ProGlamation  of  Sam  Houston^  Gormncmder-in-  Chief 
of  the  Army  of  Texas. 

HBADqTTAKTKRS,  WAfiHiNSTOH,  TEXAS,  DeeemlieT  13,  1333. 

Citizens  of  Texas  :  Your  situation  is  peculiarly 
calculated  to  call  forth  all  yoar  manly  energies.  Under 
the  republican  constitution  of  Mexico  you  were  in- 
vited to  Texas,  then  a  wilderness.  You  have  reclaimed 
and  rendered  it  a  cultivated  country.  You  solemnly 
swore  to  support  the  constitution  and  its  laws.  Your 
oaths  are  yet  inviolate.  In  accordance  therewith  you 
have  fought  with  the  liberals  against  those  who  sought 
to  overthrow  the  constitution  in  1832,  when  the 
present  usurper  was  the  champion  of  liberal  princi- 
ples in  Mexico.  Your  obedience  has  manifested  your 
integrity.  You  have  witnessed  with  pain  the  convul- 
sions of  the  interior,  and  a  succession  of  usurpations. 
You  have  experienced  in  silent  gfief  the  expulsion  of 
your  members  elect  from  the  State  Congress. 

You  have  realized  the  horrors  of  anarchy  and  the 
dictation  of  military  rule.  The  promises  made  to  you 
have  not  been  fulfilled.  Your  memorials  for  the  re- 
dress of  grievances  have  been  disregarded ;  and  the 
agents  you  have  sent  to  Mexico  have  been  imprisoned 
for  years,  without  enjoying  the  rights  of  trial  agree- 
ably to  law.  Your  constitutional  executive  has  been 
^  the  bayonets  of  a  mercenary  soldiery,  while 
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youi'  Congress  lias  been  dissolved  by  violence,  and  its 
members  either  iled  or  were  arrested  by  tlie  military 
force  of  tbe  country.     The  federation  lias  been  dis- 
solved, tbe  constitution  declared  at  an  end,  and  cen- 
tralism has  been  establisbed.     Amid  all  these  trying 
vicissitudes,  you  remained  loyal  to  the  duty  of  citizens, 
■witb  a  hope  tbat  liberty  would  not  perisli   in ,  the 
Republic   of  Mexico.     But  while  you  were  fondly 
cherishing  this  hope,  the  dictator  required  the   sur- 
render of  the  arms  of  the  civic  militia,  that  tie  might 
be  enabled  to  establish  on  the  ruins  of  the  constitu- 
tion, a  system  of  policy  which  would  foi'ever  enslave 
the  people  of  Mexico.     Zacatecas,  unwilling  to  yield 
her  sovereignty  to  the  demand  which  struck  at  the  root 
of  all  liberty,  refused  to  disarm  her  citizens  of  their 
private  arms.    Ill-fated  state !     Her  power  as  well  as 
her  wealth  aroused  the  ambition  of  Santa  Anna,  and 
excited  his  cupidity.     Her  citizens  became  the  first 
victims  of  his  cruelty,  while  her  wealth  was  sacrificed 
in  payment  for  the  butchery  of  her  citizens.    The  suc- 
cess of  the  usurper  determined  him  in  exacting  from 
the  people  of  Texas  submission  to  the  central  form  of 
government;  and,  to  enforce  his  plan  of  despotism,  he 
dispatched  a  military  force  to  invade  the  colonies,  and 
exact  the  arms  of  the  inhabitants.     The  citizens  re- 
fused  the  demand,  and  the  invading  force  was  in- 
creased.   The  question  then  was,  "Shall  we  resist  the 
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oppression  aud  live  free,  or  violate  our  oaths  and  bear 
a  despot's  stripes  ? "  The  citizens  of  Texas  rallied  to 
the  defence  of  their  rights.  They  have  met  fonr  to 
one,  and,  by  their  chivalry  and  conrage,  have  van- 
quished the  enemy  with  a  gallantry  and  spirit  which 
is  chai'aeteristic  of  the  justice  of  our  cause. 

The  army  of  the  people  is  now  before  Bexar, 
besieging  the  central  army  within  its  wall.  Though 
called  together  at  the  moment,  the  citizens  of  Texas, 
unprovided  as  they  were  in  the  necessary  munitions  of 
war  and  supplies  for  an  army,  have  maintained  a  siege 
for  months.  Always  patient  and  untiring  in  their 
patriotism  and  zeal  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  they  have 
borne  every  vicissitude  of  season  and  every  incident  of 
the  soldier  with  a  contempt  of  peril  which  reflects  im- 
mortal honor  on  the  members  of  the  ai-my  of  the  people. 
Since  our  army  has  been  in  the  field,  a  consiiltation 
of  the  people  by  their  representatives,  has  met,  and 
established  a  provisional  government.  This  course  has 
grown  out  of  the  emergencies  of  the  country ;  the  army 
has  claimed  its  peculiar  care.  We  are  without  law, 
and  ivithout  a  constitutional  head.  The  provisional 
executive  and  the  general  council  of  Texas  are  earnest- 
ly engaged  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties, 
preparing  for  every  exigency  of  the  country ;  and  I  am 
satisfied,  from  their  zeal,  ability,  and  patriotism,  that 
Texas  will  have  everything  to  hope,  from  their  exer 
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tions  m   belialf   of  tlie   principles  wbich    we   laave 
avowed. 

A  regular  army  lias  been  created,  and  liberal  en- 
couragement has  been  given  by  the  government.  To 
all  who  will  enlist  for  two  years,  or  during  the  war, 
a  bounty  of  twenty-four  dollars  and  eight  hundred 
acres  of  laud  will  be  given.  Provision  has  also  been 
made  for  raising  an  auxiliary  volunteer  corps,  to  con- 
stitute part  of  the  array  of  Texas,  which  will  be 
placed  under  the  command,  and  subject  to  the  orders 
of  the  commander-in-chief.  The  field  for  promotion 
will  be  open.  The  terms  of  service  will  be  various. 
To  those  who  tender  their  services  for,  or  during  the 
war,  will  be  given  a  bounty  of  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land;  an  equal  bounty  will  be  given  to  those 
who  volunteer  their  services  for  two  years;  if  for  one 
year,  a  bounty  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres ; 
and  to  those  who  may  volunteer  for  a  shorter  period, 
no  bounty  of  land  will  be  given,  hut  the  same  liberal 
pay,  rations,  etc.,  will  be  allowed  them  as  other  mem- 
bers of  the  array.  The  rights  of  citizenshijj  are  ex- 
tended to  all  who  will  unite  with  us  in  defending  the 
republican  principles  of  the  constitution  of  1824. 

Citizens  of  Texas,  your  rights  must  be  defended. 
The  oppressors  must  be  driven  from  our  soil.  Sub- 
mission to  the  laws  and  union  among  ourselves  will 
render  us  invincible ;  aibordination  and  discipline  in 
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our  araiy  will  gnarantee  to  ns  victory  and  renown. 
Oni"  invader  has  sworn  to  exterminate  lis,  oi-  sweep  ii8 
from  the  soil  of  Texas.  He  is  vigilant  in  his  work  of 
oppression,  and  has  ordered  to  Texas  ten  thousand 
men  to  enforce  the  unhallowed  purposes  of  his  am- 
bition. His  letters  to  his  subalterns  in  Texas  have 
been  intercepted,  and  his  plans  for  our  destruction  are 
disclosed.  Departing  from  the  chivalric  principles  of 
ciTJlized  warfare,  he  has  ordered  arms  to  be  distrib- 
iited  to  a  portion  of  (yuA' population,  for  the  purpose 
of  creating  in  the  midst  of  us  a  servile  war.  The 
hopes  of  the  usurper  were  inspired  by  a  belief  that 
the  citizens  of  Texas  were  disunited  and  divided  in 
opinion ;  that  alone  has  been  the  cause  of  the  present 
invasion  of  our  rights.  He  shall  realize  the  fallacy  of 
his  hopes  in  the  union  of  her  citizens,  and  their  eter- 
nal RESISTANCE  to  his  plans  against  constitutional  lib- 
erty. "We  will  enjoy  our  birthright,  or  perish  in  its 
defence. 

The  services  of  five  thousand  volunteers  will  be  ac- 
cepted. By  the  first  of  March  next  we  must  meet  the 
enemy  with  an  army  worthy  of  our  cause,  and  which 
will  reflect  honor  upon  freemen.  Our  habitations 
must  be  defended ;  the  sanctity  of  our  hearths  and 
firesides  must  be  preserved  from  pollution.  Liberal 
Mexicans  will  unite  with  us.  Our  countiymeu  in  the 
field  have  presented  an  example  worthy  of  imitation. 
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Generous  and  brave  liearts  from  a  land  of  fi'eedom 
liave  joined  our  standard  before  Bexar.  Tbey  have, 
by  their  heroism  and  valor,  called  forth  the  admira- 
tion of  their  comrades  in  arms,  and  have  reflected 
additional  honor  on  the  land  of  their  bu'th.  Let  the 
brave  rally  to  onr  standard, 

Saii   IIoT7STOK, 

Commander-in-Ohief  of  iJie  Army. 

But  notiwthstanding  his  eifforts  the  governor  and 
the  Council  kept  on  at  war,  one  great  cause  of  which 
was  a  plan  for  the  capture  of  Matamoras,  which  origi- 
nated with  one  Dr.  Grant,  who  was  one  of  the  storm- 
ing party  that  entered  San  Antonio  on  the  8th  Decem- 
ber, and  was  wounded  serioiisly  on  the  first  day  of  the 
contest. 

Grant  was  a  man  of  wealth,  and  lived  in  the  interior 
of  Mexico,  and  was  veiy  plausible  in  representing  the 
facility  with  which  Matamoras,  with  all  its  wealth, 
might  be  taken,  "  and  thence,"  according  to  Yoakum, 
carrying  the  war  "into  the  interior  of  Mexico,  that  he 
might  return  to  his  princely  domains  at  Parras. 
Among  the  volunteers  and  adventurers  at  San  Antonio 
he  was  incessantly  painting  in  lively  colors  the  rich 
spoils  of  Tamaulipaa,  N"ew  Leon,  Coahuila,  and  San 
Luis  Potosi,  the  facility  of  the  descent,  the  cowardly 
nature  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  charming  beauties 
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of  tlie  valleys  of  the  San  Juan,  the  Sabinas,  and  the 
Santauder. 

"  This  was  enough :  the  bold  and  fiery  spirits  who 
had  just  driven  twice  their  number  from,  the  sti'ong  walls 
of  Bexar  and  the  Alamo,  were  ready  to  go.  They 
wanted  but  a  leader  and  a  cause.  The  authority  of 
Texas  was  invoked.  The  governor  was  prudent,  and 
preferred  to  follow  the  landmarks  laid  down  by  the 
Consultation.  The  Council  was  otherwise.  This  body, 
changing  almost  daily,  contained  but  few  of  the 
original  members,  and  the  change  had  not  been 
for  the  better,  in  either  wisdom  or  integrity.  They 
had  ceased  to  feel  any  responsibility  for  theii'  official 
conduct." 

Dr.  Grant,  as  did  also  the  Mexican  General 
Mexia,  declared  that  the  inhabitants  of  Matamoras 
and  the  interior  of  Mexico  were  opposed  to  the  central- 
ism of  Santa  Anna  as  much  as  Texans  were,  and,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  would  join  hands  and' hearts  with 
them  on  their  approach,  and  was  so  successful  that 
he  not  only  made  followers  in  the  army  at  San  Anto- 
nio, but  also  carried  with  him  the  Council  and  many 
good  Texans. 

Gen.  Houston  opposed  this  movement,  and  in  order 
to  counteract  it  sent  the  following  order  to  Colonel 
James  Bowie : 
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"  [Aimj  Orders.]        Hbabquartebs,  Sah  Fblipb,  December  17,  1835. 

"  SiE :  In  obedience  to  the  order  of  his  Excellency 
Henry  Smith,  Governor  of  Texas,  of  this  date,  I  have 
the  honor  to  direct  that,  in  the-  event  you  can  obtain 
the  services  of  a  sufficient  number  of  men  for  the  pur- 
pose, you  will  forthwith  proceed  on  the  route  to  Mata- 
moraa,  and,  if  possible,  reduce  the  place  and  retain 
possession  until  farther  orders.  Should  you  not  find 
it  within  your  power  to  attain  an  object  so  desirable 
as  the  reduction  of  Matamoras,  you  will,  by  all  possi- 
ble means,  conformably  to  the  rules  of  civilized  war- 
fare, annoy  the  troops  of  the  central  army ;  and  reduce 
and  keep  possession  of  the  most  eligible  position  on 
the  frontier,  using  the  precaution  which  characterizes 
your  mode  of  warfare.  You  will  conduct  the  cam- 
paign. Much  is  referred  to  your  discretion.  Should 
you  commence  the  campaign,  you  will,  from  time  to 
time,  keep  the  government  advised  of  your  operations, 
through  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  army.  Under 
any  circumstances,  the  port  of  Copano  is  important, 

"If  any  officers  or  men,  who  have  at  any  time  been 
released  on  j3aro?e,  should  be  taken  in  anus,  they  will 
be  proper  subjects  for  the  consideration  of  a  eourt- 
marti^l.  Great  caution  is  necessary  in  the  country  of 
an  enemy. 

''Sam  HouaToisr, 

"  Oomriiander-in-Okief." 
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On  tlie  14th  December,  twenty-eight  surviving  mem- 
bers of  the  ill-fated  expedition  fitted  out  at  New 
Orleans,  under  the  auspices  of  General  Mexia,  num- 
bering 130  men,  which!  sailed  to  Tampico  in  November, 
having  been  deserted  by  their  God-and-Liberty-loving- 
Greaser-commander,  after  a  di'um-head  trial  and  con- 
viction, were  shot  to  death. 

On  the  7th  of  January  the  Council  created  Col.  J. 
W.  Fannin  agent,  with  plenary  powers  to  organize  a 
force  and  reduce  Matamoras,  with  liberty  to  report  to 
the  commanding  general,  the  governor,  or  the  Council. 
Soon  after  this,  Col.  F.  W.  Johnson  was  also  com- 
missioned for  the  same  purpose. 

On  the  6th,  Gov.  Smith  ordered  Gen.  Houston  "to 
repair  to  Bexai',  or  such  other  point  on  the  frontier  as 
he  might  deem  most  eligible,  and  establish  his  head- 
quarters; also  to  establish  such  subordination,  and 
place  the  army  in  such  situation,  as  to  commence 
active  operations  by  the  earliest  day  possible ;  and  in 
the  meantime,  to  annoy  and  injure  the  enemy  as 
much  as  circumstances  would  permit." 

Starting  on  the  8th,  Gen.  Houston  arrived  at  Goliad 
on  the  16th,  From  thence  he  went  to  Refugio,  where, 
on  the  21st,  Col.  F.  "W.  Johnson  exhibited  to  him  his 
powers  from  the  Conncil,  and  also  made  him  acquainted 
with  those  of  Col.  Fannin,  whereupon,  considering  him 
self  supersodfld,  he  returned  through  Goliad  to  Wash- 
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ington,  and  on  tke  SOtk  made  tlie  following  report  to 
Gov.  Smith: 

"  To  Governor  Henry  Smith. 

"  MuHiciPALiTY  OF  Washingtos,  January  30,  1836. 
"Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  yon  that,  in. 
obedience  to  youi'  order  iiuder  date  of  the  6thin8t.,I 
left  "Washington  on  the  8th,  and  reached  Goliad  ou 
the  night  of  the  14th.  On  the  morning  of  that  day  I 
met  Captain  Dimit,  on  his  return  home  with  his  com- 
mand, who  reported  to  me  the  fact  that  his  cahallada 
of  horses  (the  most  of  them  private  property)  had 
been  pressed  by  Dr.  Grant,  who  styled  himself  acting 
commander-in-chief  of  the  federal  army,  and  that  he 
had  under  his  command  about  two  hundred  men. 
Captain  Dimit  had  been  relieved  by  Captain  P.  S. 
Wyatt,  of  the  volunteers  from  Huntsville,  Alabama. 
I  was  also  informed  by  Major  E,  C.  Morris  that  bread- 
stuS  was  wanted  in  camp ;  and  he  suggested  his  wish 
to  remove  the  volunteers  farther  west.  By  express, 
I  had  advised  the  stay  of  the  troops  at  Goliad  until  I 
could  reach  that  point. 

*'  On  my  arrival  at  that  post,  I  found  them  destitute 
of  many  supplies  necessary  to  their  comfort  on  a  cam- 
paign. An  express  reached  me  from  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Neill,  of  Bexar,  of  an  expected  attacli  from 
the  enemy  in  force.     I  immediately  requested  Colonel 
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James  Bowie  to  marcli  with  a  detachmeat  of  voliin- 
teera  to  his  reliel     He  met  the  request  with  his  iisual 
promptitude  and  manliness.     This  intelligence  I  for- 
warded to  yoiu'  excellency,  for  the  action  of  govern- 
ment.    With  a  hope  that  supplies  had  or  would  imme- 
diately reach  the  port  of  Copauo,  I  ordered  the  troops, 
■through  Major  R.  C.  Morris,  to  proceed  to  Eefugio 
mission,  where  it  was  reported  there  would  be  an 
abundance  of  beef — leaving  Captain  Wyatt  and  his 
command,  for  the  present,  in  possession  of  Goliad,  or 
until  he  coxild  be  relieved  by  a  detachment  of  regulars 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Thornton,  and  some 
recruits  that  had  been  enlisted  by  Captain  Ira  West- 
over,     On  the    arrival   of  the  troops  at   Refugio,  I 
ascertained  that  no  breadstuSs  could  be  obtained,  nor 
was  there  any  intelligence  of  supplies  reaching  Copa- 
no,  agreeably  to  my  expectations,  and  in  .accordance 
with  my  orders  of  the  30th  of  December  and  6th  of 
Januaiy  inst.,  directing  the  landing  and  concentrating 
of  all  the  volunteers  at  Oopano.     I  had  also  advised 
Colonel  A.  Houston,  the  q^uai-term  aster-general,  to  for- 
wai'd  the  supplies  he  might  obtain  at  New  Orleans  to 
the  same  point.     Not  meeting  the  command  of  Major 
"Ward,  as  I  had  hoped  from  the  early  advice  I  had  sent 
him  by  Major  George  "W.  Poe,  I  determined  to  await 
his   arrival  and  the   command  of    Captain    Wyatt 
With  a  view  to  be  in  a  state  of  readiness  to  march  tc 
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the  scene  of  active  operations  at  tlie  first  moment  tliat 
my  force,  and  the  supplies  necessaiy,  could  reach  me, 
I  ordered  Lieutenant  Thornton  with  his  command 
(total  twenty-nine)  to  Goliad,  to  relieve  Captain 
"Wyatt;  at  the  same  time  ordering  the  latter  to  join 
the  volunteers  at  Refugio.  I  found  much  difficulty  in 
prevailing  on  the  regulars  to  march  until  they  had  re- 
ceived either  money  or  clothing ;  and  their  situation 
was  truly  destitute.  Had  I  not  succeeded,  the  station 
at  Goliad  must  have  been  left  without  any  defence, 
and  abandoned  to  the  enemy,  whatever  importance 
its  occupation  may  be  to  the  security  of  the  fron- 
tier. Should  Bexar  remain  a  militaiy  poat,  Goliad 
must  be  maintained,  or  the  former  mU  be  cut  ofE 
from  all  supplies  arriving  by  sea  at  the  port  of 
Copano. 

"  On  the  evening  of  the  20th,  F,  W.  Johnson,  Esq., 
arrived  at  Refugio,  and  it  was  understood  that  he  was 
empowered  by  the  General  Council  of  Texas  to  inter- 
fere in  my  command.  On  the  21st,  and  previous  to 
receiving  notice  of  his  arrival,  I  issued  an  order  to 
organize  the  troops  so  soon  as  they  might  arrive  at 
that  place,  agreeably  to  the  '  ordinance  for  raising  an 
auxiliary  corps '  to  the  anny.  A  copy  of  the  order  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith.  Mr.  Johnson 
then  called  on  me,  previous  to  the  circulation  of  the 
order,  and  showed  me  the  resolutions  of  the  General 
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Council,  dated  14th  of  January,  a  copy  of  which.  I 
forward  for  the  perusal  of  your  excellency. 

"So  soon  aa  I  was  made  acq^uainted  with  the  nature 
of  his  mission,  and  the  powers  granted  to  J.  W. 
Fannin,  Jr.,  I  could  not  remain  mistalien  as  to  the 
object  of  the  Council,  or  the  wishes  of  individuals. 
1  had  but  one  course  left  for  me  to  pursue  (the 
report  of  your  being  deposed  had  also  reached  me), 
which  was,  to  return,  and  report  myself  to  you  in 
person — inasmuch  as  the  objects  intended  by  your 
order  were,  by  the  exi/raorMnary  conduct  of  the 
Council,  rendered  useless  to  the  country ;  and,  by 
remaining  with  the  array,  the  Council  woiild  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  ascribing  to  me  the  evils  which 
their  own  conduct  and  acts  will,  in  all  probability, 
produce.  I  do  consider  the  acts  of  the  Council  calcu- 
lated to  protract  the  war  for  years  to  come ;  and  the 
field  which  they  have  opened  to  insubordination,  and 
to  agencies  without  limit  (unknown  to  military  usage) , 
will  cost  the  country  more  useless  expenditure  than 
the  necessaiy  expense  of  the  whole  war  would  have 
been  had  they  not  transcended  their  proper  duties. 
Without  integrity  of  purpose,  and  well-devised  meas- 
ures, our  whole  frontier  must  be  exposed  to  the 
enemy.  AH  the  available  resources  of  Texas  are 
directed  through  special  as  well  as  general  agevcies, 
against  Matamoras;    and   must,  in  all   probability, 
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prove  as  unavailing  to  tlie  interest  aa  they  will  to  the 
honor  of  Texas,  The  regulars  at  Goliad  cannot  long 
be  detained  at  that  station,  unless  they  should  get 
supplies;  and  now  all  the  resources  of  Texas  are 
placed  in  the  hands  of  agents  unknown  to  the  govern- 
ment in  its  formation,  and  existing  by  the  mere  wiU 
of  the  Council ;  and  "will  leave  all  other  objects, 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  neglected, 
for  the  want  of  means,  until  the  meeting  of  the  con- 
vention in  March  nest. 

"  It  was  my  wish,  if  it  had  been  possible,  to  avoid 
for  the  present  the  expression  of  any  opinion  which 
might  be  suppressed  in  the  present  crisis.  But  since  I 
repoiiied  to  your  excellency,  having  had  leisure  to 
pei'use  all  the  documents  of  a  controversial  nature 
growing  out  of  the  relative  duties  of  yourself  and  the 
General  Council  to  the  people  of  Texas,  are  solution  of 
the  Council,  requiring  of  me  an  act  of  insubordination, 
and  disobedience  to  your  orders,  demands  of  me  that 
I  should  inquire  into  the  nature  of  that  authority 
which  would  stimulate  me  to  an  act  of  treason,  or  an 
attempt  to  subvert  the  government  which  I  have  sworn 
to  support.  The  only  constitution  which  Texas  has  is 
the  '  organic  law.'  Then  any  violation  of  that  law, 
which  would  destroy  the  basis  of  govei-nment,  must  be 
treason.  Has  treason  been  committed?  if  so,  by 
whom,  aod  for  what  purpose?    The  history  of  the  last 
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few  weeks  will   be   tlie  best   answer    that   can   be 
rendered. 

"  After  the  capitulation  of  Bexar,  it  was  understood 
at  head-quarters  tliat  there  was  much  diecoutent  "vvith 
the  troops  then  at  that  point,  and  that  it  might  be 
necessary  to  employ  them  in  some  active  enterprise, 
or  the  force  would  dissolve.  "With  this  information 
was  suggested  the  expediency  of  an  attack  on  Mata- 
moras.  For  the  purpose  of  improving  whatever 
advantages  might  have  been  gained  at  Bexar,  I  ap- 
plied to  your  excellency  for  orders,  which  I  obtained, 
directing  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  might  be 
deemed  best  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  and  the 
reduction  of  Matamoras.  This  order  was  dated  17th 
of  December;  and  on  the  same  date  I  wrote  to  Colonel 
James  Bowie,  directing  him,  in  the  event  he  could 
obtain  a  sufficient  number  of  volunteers  for  the  pur- 
pose, to  make  a  descent  on  Matamoras ;  and,  if  his 
force  would  not  justify  that  measure,  he  was  directed 
to  occupy  the  moat  advanced  post,  so  as  to  check  the 
enemy,  and  by  all  means  to  place  liimself  in  a  situa- 
tion to  command  Copano.  Colonel  Bowie  did  not 
receive  the  order:  having  left  Goliad  for  Bexar,  he 
was  not  apprised  of  it  until  his  arrival  at  San  Felipe, 
about  the  1st  of  January  instant.  My  reason  for 
ordering  Colonel  Bowie  on  the  service  was,  his  fami- 
liar acquaintance  with  the    country,  as  well   as  the 


dbyGoogle 


mSTOBT  OF  TEXAS.  \^\ 

nature  of  tLe  population  tlirongli  whicTi  trooiDs  must 
paas,  as  also  their  resources ;  and  to  this  I  freely  add 
that  there  is  no  man  on  whose  forecast,  prudence,  and 
valor,  I  place  a  higher  estimate  than  Colonel  Bowie. 

"Previous  to  this  time,  the  General  Council  had 
adopted  a  resolution  requiring  the  governor  to  direct 
the  removal  of  the  head-quarters  of  the  army,  and  I 
had  been  ordered  to  Washington,  for  their  establish- 
ment, until  further  orders.  I  had  been  detained, 
awaiting  copies  of  the  ordinances  relative  to  the  army. 
Their  design  was  manifest,  nor  could  their  objects  be 
misapprehended,  though  the  extent  to  which  they  were 
then  carrying  them  was  not  known.  Messrs.  Hanks 
and  Clements  were  engaged  in  writing  letters  to  indi- 
viduals at  Bexar,  urging  and  authonzing  a  campaign 
against  Matamoras;  and,  that  their  recommendation 
might  bear  the  stamp  of  authority,  and  mislead  those 
who  were  unwilling  to  embark  in  an  expedition  not 
sanctioned  by  government,  and  led  by  private  individ- 
uals, they  took  the  liberty  of  signing  themselves  mem- 
bers of  the  military  committee ;  thereby  deceiving  the 
volunteers,  and  assuming  a  character  which  they  could 
only  use  or  employ  in  the  General  Council,  in  propos^' 
ing  business  for  the  action  of  that  body.  They  could 
not  be  altogether  ignorant  of  the  impropriety  of  such 
conduct,  but  doubtless  could  easily  find  a  solid  justifi- 
cation in  the  bullion  of  their  patriotism  and  the  ore  of 
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tkeir  integnty.     Be  their  motive  whatever  it  might, 
maiy  brave  and  honorable  men.  were  delncled  by  it, 
and  the  campaign  was  commenced  npon  Matamoras, 
under   Dr.  Grant,  as  'acting'  commander-in-chief  of 
the  volunteer  army — a  title  and  designation  unknown 
to  the  world.     But  the  General  Council,  in  their  ad- 
dress to   the  people   of  Texas,  dated  January  11th, 
state  that  '  they  never  recognized  in  Dr.  Grant  any 
authority  whatever  as  an  oiHcer  of  the  government,  or 
army,  at  the  time.'     They  will  not,  I  presxime,  deny 
that  they  did  acknowledge  a  draft,  or  order,  drawn 
by  him,  as  acting  comm,ander4n-ohief,  amounting  to 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.     Bat  this  they  ■wUl 
doubtless  justiEy,  on  the  ground  that  your  eseellency 
commissioned  General  Burleson,  and,  of  course,  the 
appointment  of  Dr.  Grant,  as  his  aid-de-camp,  would 
authorize  him  to  act  in  the  absence  of  General  Bnr- 
leaon.    It  is  an  established  principle  in  all  ai'mies  that 
a  stafE-officer  can  claim  no  command  in  the  line  of  the 
army,  nor  exercise  any  command  in  the  absence  of  the 
general,  unless  he  holds  a  commission  in  the  line.    In 
the  absence  of  General  Burleson,  the  senior  colonel — 
or,  in  the  absence  of  the  colonel,  the  major — or,  in  his 
absence,  the  senior    captain — would  have   the    com- 
mand ;  but  in  no  event  can  the  aide.,  or  stafE-officer, 
unless  he  holds  a  commission  in  the  line  of  the  army, 
have    any 'command;    and  his  existence  must  cease, 
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unless  lie  sliould  be  continued  or  reappointed  by  tbe 
officer  of  tte  line  who  aueceeds  to  the  command  in  the 
absence  of  his  superior.  When  General  Burleson  left 
the  army,  his  aide  had  no  command,  but  the  field 
officer  next  in  rank  to  himself.  Then,  who  is  Dr 
Grant  ?  Is  he  not  a  Scotchman,  who  has  resided  in 
Mexico  for  the  last  ten  years  ?  does  he  not  own  large 
possessions  in  the  interior  ?  has  he  ever  taken  the  oath 
to  support  the  organic  law?  is  he  not  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  hundred-league  claims  of  land  which 
hang  like  a  murky  cloud  over  the  people  of  Texas  ?  is 
he  not  the  man  who  impressed  the  property  of  the 
people  of  Bexar  ?  is  he  not  the  man  who  took  from 
Bexar,  without  authority,  or  knowledge  of  the  govern- 
ment, cannon  and  other  munitions  of  war,  together 
with  supplies  necessary  for  the  troops  at  that  station, 
leaving  the  wounded  and  the  sick  destitute  of  neediul 
comforts  ?  Yet  this  is  the  man  whose  outrages  and 
oppressions  upon  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Texas  are 
sustained  and  justiiied  by  the  acts  and  conduct  of  the 
General  Council. 

"  Several  members  of  that  body  are  aware  that  the 
interests  and  feelings  of  Dr.  Grant  are  opposed  to  the 
independence  and  trae  interests  of  the  people  of  Texas. 
"While  eveiy  facility  has  been  aSorded  to  the  medi- 
tated campaign  against  Matamoras,  no  aid  has  been 
rendered  for  raising  a  regular  force  for  the  defence  of 
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the  country,  nor  one  cent  advanced  to  an  officer  or 
soldier  of  tlie  regnlar  army,  bnt  every  hindrance 
tlirown  in  tlie  way.  The  Council  had  no  right  to  pro- 
ject a  campaign  against  any  point  or  place.  It  was 
the  province  of  the  governor,  by  his  proper  officers,  to 
do  so.  The  Council  had  the  right  of  consenting  or 
objecting,  but  not  of  projecting.  The  means  ought  to 
be  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  governor;  and  if  he, 
by  himself,  or  his  officers,  failed  in  their  applicationi 
while  he  would  be  responsible  for  the  success  of  the 
armies  of  Texas,  he  could  be  held  responsible  to  the 
government,  and  punishable ;  but  what  recourse  has 
the  country  upon  agents  who  have  taken  no  oath,  and 
given  no  bonds  to  comply  with  the  powers  granted  by 
the  Council? 

"The  organic  law  declares,  in  article  third,  that  'the 
governor  and  General  Council  have  power  to  organize, 
reduce,  or  increase  the  regular  forces;'  but  it  dele- 
gates no  power  to  create  army-agente,  to  supersede  the 
commander-in-chief,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
second  article  of  the 'military '  basis  of  that  law. 
After  declaring  that  there  shall  be  a  regular  army  for 
the  protection  of  Texas  during  the  present  war,  in  the 
first  article,  it  proceeds  in  the  second  to  state  the  con- 
stituents of  that  army;  'The  regular  army  of  Texas 
shall  consist  of  one  major-general,  who  shall  be  com- 
mander-in-chief of  all  the  forces  called  into  public  ser- 
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vice  during  the  war.'  This,  it  will  be  remembered,  ia 
a  law  from,  wliicli  the  Council  derive  their  powers ; 
and,  of  coui'se,  all  troops  in  service  since  the  adoption 
of  this  law,  and  all  that  have  been  accepted,  or  to  be 
accepted  during  my  continuance  in  office,  are  under  my 
command.  Consec[uently,  the  Council  could  not  create 
an  agemcy  that  could  assume  any  command  of  troops, 
80  as  to  supersede  ray  powers,  without  a  plain  and 
palpable  violation  of  their  oaths.  New  names  given 
could  not  change  the  nature  of  their  obligations :  they 
had  violated  the  '  organic  law.' 

"  I  will  now  advert  to  an  ordinance  of  their  own 
body,  entitled  *  an  ordinance  and  decree  to  organize 
and  establish  an  auxiliary  volunteer  corps  of  the  army 
of  Texas,'  etc.,  passed  December  5,  1835.  The  ordin- 
ance throughout  recognizes  the  competency  of  the  gov- 
ernor and  commander-in-chief  as  the  only  persons 
authorized  to  accept  the  services  of  the  volunteers,  and 
mates  it  their  especial  duty  to  do  so.  It  also  gives 
the  discretion  to  the  commander-in-chief  to  accept  the 
services  of  the  volunteers  for  such  term  as  'he  shall 
think  the  defence  of  the  country  and  the  good  of  the 
service  requii'e.'  It  is  specified  that  muster-rolls  shall 
accompany  the  reports  of  volunteers,  and,  when 
reported  by  the  commander-in-chief  to  the  governor, 
that  commissions  shall  issue  accordingly.  Where 
elections  talce  place  in  the  volunteer  corps,  the  ordin- 
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ance  declares  that  tKey  shall  be  certified  to  tlie  com- 
mander-in-cliief,  and  by  him  forwarded  to  the  gover- 
nor.   The  third  section  of  the  law  declares  that  wheu 
controversies  arise  in  relation  to  the  rank  of  officers  of 
the  same  grade,  they  shall  be  be  determined  'by  draw- 
ing numbers,  which   shall  be  done  by  order  of  the 
commander-in-chief    of    the   army.'      This  law   was 
enacted  by  the  General  Council,  and  they  cannot  allege 
that  any  misconstruction  could  arise  out  of  it ;  for  it 
plainly  points  out  the  duties  of  the  governor  and  com- 
mander-in-chief, as  defined  by  themselves.    Yet,  with- 
out the  repeal  of  this  law,  they  have  proceeded  to  ap- 
point agents  to  exercise  the  very  powers  declared  by 
them  to  belong  to  the  governor  and  commander-in- 
chief  !     This  they  have  done,  under  the  impression 
that  a  ohange  of  names  would  enable  them  to  put 
down  the  governor  and  the  commander-in-chief,  not 
subject  to  them  for  their  places,  but  created  by  the 
Consultation,  and  both  of  whom  ai'e  as  independent  of 
the  Council  as  the  Council  is  of  them— the  commander- 
in-chief  being  subject  to  the  organic  law,  and  all  laws 
conformable  thereto,  under  the  orders  of  the  gover- 
nor.    I  have  obeyed  the  orders  of  your  excellency  as 
promptly  as  they  have  met  my  knowledge ;  and  had. 
not  the  Council,  by  acts  as  outrageous  to  my  feelings 
as  they  are  manifestly  against  law,  adopted  a  course 
that  must  destroy  all  hopes  of  an  aiToy,  I  should  yet 
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tave  been  on  the  frontier,  and,  by  all  possible  means, 
I  would  at  least  have  sought  to  place  it  in  a  state  of 
defence. 

"Itnowbecomesmyduty  to  advert  to  the  subject  of 
the  powers  granted  by  the  General  Council  to  J.  W. 
Fannin,  Jr.,  on  the  7th  of  January,  18S6;    and  at  a 
time  when  two  members  of  the  miiitaiy  committee, 
and  other  members  of  the  Council,  were  advised  that  I 
had  received  orders  from  your  excellency  to  repair 
forthwith  to  the  frontier  of  Texas,  and  to  concentrate 
the   troops    for    the   very  purpose    avowed  in  the 
resolutions  referred  to.     The  powers  are  as  clearly 
illegal  as  they  were  unnecessary.    By  reference  to  the 
resolutions,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  powers  given 
to  J.  W.  Fannin,  Jr.,  are  as  comprehensive  in  their 
nature,  and  as  much  at  variance  with  the  organic  law 
and  the  decrees  of  the  General  Council,  as  the  decrees 
of  the  General  Congress  of  Mexico  are  at  variance  with 
the  Federal  Constitution  of  1854,  and  really  delegate 
to  J.  W.  Fannin,  Jr.,  as  extensive  powers  as  those  con- 
feiTed  by  the  Congress  on  General  Santa  Anna.    Yet 
the  cant  is  kept  up,  even  by  J.  W.  Fannin,  Jr.,  against 
the  drniger  of  a  regular  army ;  while  he  ie  esercising 
powers  which  he  must  be  satisfied  are  in  open  violar 
tion  of  the  organic  law.    J.  W.  Fannin,  Jr.,  is  a 
colonel  in  the  regular  anny,  and  was  sworn  in  and 
received  hie  commission  on  the  very  day  that  the  reso- 
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lutions  were  adopted  by  the  Coimeil.  By  liia  oath  he 
was  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commander-m-chief, 
and,  as  a  aubalteru,  could  not,  without  an  act  of 
mutiny,  interfere  with  tlie  general  command  of  the 
forces  of  Texas ;  yet  I  find,  ia  the  Telegraph  of  the 
9th  inst.,  a  proclamation  of  his,  dated  on  the  8th, 
addressed :  '  Attention,  volunteers,'  and  requiring 
them  to  rendezvous  at  San  Patricio.  No  official  char- 
acter is  pretended  by  him,  as  his  signature  is  private. 
This  he  did  -ndth  a  knowledge  that  I  had  ordered  the 
troops  from  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos  to  Copano,  and 
had  repaired  to  that  point  to  concentrate  them.  On 
the  10th  inst.,  F.  W.^Johnson  issued  a  similar  procla- 
mation, announcing  Matamoras  as  the  point  of  attack. 
The  powers  of  both  these  gentlemen  were  derived,  if 
derived  at  all,  from  the  General  Council,  in  opposition 
to  the  will  of  the  governor ;  because  certain  purposes 
were  to  be  answered,  or  the  safety  and  harmony  of 
Texas  should  be  destroyed. 

"  Colonel  Fannin,  in  a  letter  addressd  to  the  General 
Council,  dated  on  the  21st  of  Januaiy,  at  Yelasco,  and 
to  which  he  subscribes  himself,  'J.  W.  Fannin,  Jr., 
Agent  Provisional  Government,'  when  speaking  of 
anticipated  difficulties  with  the  commander-in-chief, 
allays  ^r<i  fears  of  the  Council  by  assuring  them  that, 
'I  shall  never  make  any  myself;'  and  he  then  adds: 
'The  object  in  view  will  be  the  governing  principle. 
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and  should  General  Houston  be  ready  and  willing  to 
tate  command,  and  marcli  direct  atead,  and  execute 
your  oi'ders,  and  the  volunteers  to  submit  to  it,  or  a 
reasonable  pai't  of  them,  I  shall  not  say  nay,  but 
will  do  all  in  my  power  to  produce  hai-mony.'  How 
was  I  to  become  acquainted  with  the  orders  of  the 
Council  ?  Was  it  throiigh  my  subaltern  ?  It  must 
have  been  so  designed — as  the  Council  have  not,  up 
to  the  present  moment,  given  me  any  official  notice 
of  the  orders  to  which  Colonel  Fanuin  refers.  This 
modesty  and  subordination  on  his  part  is  truly  com- 
mendable in  a  subaltern,  and  would  imply  that  lie 
had  the  right  to  '  say  nay.'  If  he  has  this  power, 
whence  is  it  derived  ?  !Not  from  any  law,— and  con- 
trary to  his  sworn  duty  as  my  subaltern,  whose  duty 
is  obedience  to  my  lawful  commands,  agreeably  to 
the  I'ules  and  regulations  of  the  United  States  anny, 
adopted  by  the  Consultation  of  all  Texas.  If  he  ac- 
cepted any  appointment  incompatible  with  his  ohligd- 
Hon  as  a  colonel  in  the  regular  army,  it  certainly 
increases  his  moral  responsibilities  to  an  extent  which 
is  tiiily  to  be  regretted. 

"  In  another  paragraph  of  his  letter,  he  states :  '  You 
will  allow  that  we  have  too  much  division,  and  one 
cause  of  complaint  is  this  very  expedition,  and  that 
it  is  intended  to  remove  General  Houston.'  He  then 
assures  the  Coimcil  that  no  blame  shall  attach  to  him. 
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but  most  dutifully  say 8  to  them,  'I  "will  go  where 
you  have  sent  me,  and  will  do  what  you  have  ordered 
me,  if  possible.'    The  order   of  the  Council,  as  set 
forth  in  the  resolutions  appointing  Colonel  Fannin 
agent,  and  authorizing  him  to  appoint  as  many  agents 
as  he  might  think  proper,  did  most  certainly  place 
him  above  the  governor  and  the  commander-in-chief 
of  the  army— nor  is  he  responsible  to  the  Council, 
or  the  people  of  Texas.     He  is  req^uired  to  report, 
but  he  is  not  required  to  obey  the  Council.    His 
powers  are  as  unlimited  and  absolute  as  Cromwell's 
ever  were.     I  regard  the  expedition,  as  now  ordered, 
an   individual,  and   not    a  national   measure.      The 
resolutions    passed   in  favor  of    J.  "W".  Fannin,  Jr., 
and  F.  W.  Johnson,  and  their  proclamations,  with 
its  original  start — Dr.  Grant — absolve   the    country 
from    all    responsibility  for  its  consequences.      If  I 
had    any    doubt   on  the    subject,   previous   to   hav- 
ifig   seen,  at  Goliad,  a  proclamation  of  J.  "W".  Fan- 
nin, Jr.,  sent  by  him  to  the  volunteers,  I  could   no 
longer    entertain   one,  as  to  the  campaign,  so  far  as 
certain    persons    are   interested    in    forwarding    it. 
After    appealing   to    the    volunteers,   he    concluded 
with  the  assurance  that  'the  ti-oops  should  he  paid 
ovt  of  the  first  spoils  tahen  from  the  enewy.''      This, 
in  my    opinion,    connected   vrith   the    extraordinary 
powers  granted  to  him,  by  the  Council,  divests  the 
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campaign  oi  any  character  save  that  of  a  piratical  or 
predatory  war. 

"  The  people  of  Texas  have  declared  to  the  world, 
that  the  war  in  which  they  are  now  engaged,  is  a  war 
of  principle,  in  defence  of  their  civil  and  political 
rights.  What  effect  will  the  declaration  above  re- 
feiTcd  to  have  on  the  civilized  world,  when  they 
learn  that  the  individual  who  made  it  has  since  been 
clothed  with  absolute  powers  by  the  General  Council 
of  Texas ;  and  that,  because  you  refuse  to  ratify  their 
acts,  they  have  declared  you  no  longer  the  governor 
of  Texas  ?  It  was  stated  by  way  of  inducement  to  the 
advance  on  Matamoras,  that  the  citizens  of  that  place 
were  friendly  to  the  advance  of  the  troops  of  Texas 
upon  that  city.  They,  no  doubt,  ere  this,  have  J.  "W. 
Fannin's  proclamation  (though  it  was  in  manuscript), 
and  if  originally  true,  what  mil  now  be  their  feelings 
toward  men  who  '  are  to  be  paid  out  of  the  first 
spoils  taken  from  the  enemy '  1  The  idea  which  must 
present  itself  to  the  enemy,  will  be,  if  the  city  is 
taken  it  will  be  given  up  to  pillage ;  and  when  the 
spoils  are  collected,  a  division  will  take  place.  In 
war,  when  spoil  is  the  object,  friends  and  enemies 
share  one  common  destiny.  This  rule  will  govern 
the  citizens  of  Matamoras  in  their  conclusions,  and 
render  their  resistance  desperate.  A  city  containing 
twelve  thousand  souls  will  not  be  taken  by  a  handful 
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of  men  who  liave  raarclied  twenty-two  days  without 
breadstufEs,  or  necessary  suppliea  for  an  army.  If 
there  ever  was  a  time  when  Matamoras  could  have 
been  taken  by  a  few  men,  that  time  has  passed  by. 
The  people  of  that  place  are  not  aware  of  the  high- 
minded  and  honorable  men  who  fill  the  ranks  of  the 
Texan  army.  They  will  look  upon  them  as  they 
would  look  upon  Mexican  mercenaries,  and  resist 
them  as  such.  They  too  will  hear  of  the  impressment 
of  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  Bexar,  as  reported 
to  your  excellency,  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Neill,  when 
Dr.  Grant  left  that  place  for  Matamoras,  in  command 
of  the  volunteer  army. 

"  If  the  troops  advance  upon  Matamoras,  there  ought 
to  be  a  co-operation  by  sea,  with  the  land  forces,  or 
all  will  be  lost ;  and  the  brave  men  who  have  corae 
to  toil  with  us  in  our  marches,  and  mingle  in  our 
battles  for  liberty,  will  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  selfish- 
ness of  some  who  have  individual  purposes  to  answer, 
and  whose  influence  with  the  Council  has  been  such  as 
to  impose  upon  the  honest  part  of  its  members; 
\\'hile  those  who  were  otherwise,  availed  themselves 
of  every  artifice  which  they  could  devise,  to  shield 
themselves  from  detection, 

"  The  evil  is  now  done,  and  I  trust  sincerely  that 
the  1st  of  March  may  establish  a  government  on 
Bome  permanent  foundation,  where  honest  function- 
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aries  will  regard  and  execute  the  known  and  estab- 
lished laws  of  the  country,  agreeably  to  their  oaths. 
If  this  state  of  things  cannot  be  achieved,  the  country 
must  be  lost.  I  feel,  in  the  station  which  I  hold,  that 
every  effort  of  the  Council  has  been  to  mortify  me 
individually,  and,  if  possible,  to  compel  me  to  do 
some  act  which  would  enable  them  to  pursue  the 
same  measures  toward  me,  which  they  have  illegally 
done  toward  your  excellency,  and  thereby  remove 
another  obstacle  to  the  accomplishment  of  their 
plans.  In  their  attempts  to  embarrass  me,  they 
were  reckless  of  all  prejudice  which  miglit  result  to 
the  public  service  fi'om  their  lawless  course. 

"  While  the  Council  was  passing  resolutions  affecting 
the  army  of  Texas,  and  transfenlng  to  J.  W.  Fannin, 
Jr.,  and  F.  W.  Johnson  the  whole  control  of  the  army 
and  resources  of  Texas,  they  could  order  them  to 
be  fm'nished  with  copies  of  the  several  resolutions 
passed  by  that  body,  but  did  not  think  proper  even  to 
notify  the  major-general  of  the  army  of  their  adoption; 
nor  have  they  yet  caused  him  to  be  furnished  with 
the  acts  of  the  Council  relative  to  the  army.  True  it 
is,  that  they  passed  a  resolution  to  that  effect,  but  it 
never  was  complied  with.  Their  object  must  have 
been  to  conceal,  and  not  to  promulgate  their  acts. 
'They  have  loved  dai'kness  rather  than  light,  because 
their  deeds  are  evil.' 
7* 
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"  I  do  not  consider  the  Council  as  a  constitutional 
body,  nor  their  acta  lawful.  They  have  no  quorara 
agreeably  to  the  organic  law,  and  therefore  I  am  com- 
pelled to  I'egard  all  their  acts  as  void.  The  body  has 
been  composed  of  seventeen  members,  and  I  perceive 
that  the  act  of  '  suspension,'  passed  against  your 
excellency,  was  by  only  ten  members  present;  the 
president  pro  tern,  having  no  vote.  Only  ten  memb  ers 
remain,  ^vhen  less  than  twelve  members  could  not 
form  a  quoi-um  agi'eeably  to  the  organic  law,  which 
required  two-thirds  of  the  whole  body.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  violate  either  my  duty  or  my  oath,  by 
yielding  obedience  to  an  act  manifestly  unlawful,  as 
it  is,  in  my  opinion,  prejudicial  to  the  welfai'e  of 
Texas. 

"The  lieutenant-governor,  and  several  members  of 
the  Council,  I  believe  to  be  patriotic  and  just  men ; 
but  there  have  been,  and  when  I  left  San  Felipe  there 
were,  others  in  that  body  on  whose  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity the  foregoing  facts  will  be  the  best  commen- 
tary. They  must  also  abide  the  judgment  of  the 
people. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"  Your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 
"  Sam  Houston, 
"  Com/ma/thder4n-Okief  of  the  Army.'''' 
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"Witlioat  doubt  General  Houston's  indignation  was 
great  against  the  QeTieral  Oowncil  /  Indeed,  he  was 
sorely  vexed.  He  even  called  tlie  gallant  Colonel 
Jolinson,  wlio  distingnisiied  himself  so  highly  in  the 
I'eduction  oi  San  Antonio,  Mr.  Johnson^  and  the  heroic 
Colonel  Fannin,  who  with  the  immortal  Bowie  had 
gained  such  great  glory  at  Concepeion,  he  styles  Mr. 
J.  W.  Fa/imin,  Jr. 

"What  could  he  do,  by  staying  longer  with  the  troops 
iit  Eefugio,  when  the  Matatnoras  fever  was  raging  so 
fiercely  ? 

He  "wisely  concluded  to  go  for  tlie  enemy  in  Ids  rea/r  ; 
so  he  returned  to  Washington,  aided  all  he  couM  the 
movement  for  a  convention  with  plenary  powers  : — 
thus  to  wipe  out  the  detestable  General  Council,  the 
impotent  governor,  Henry  Smith,  and  the  execrable 
Peovisiokal  Goveewmewt  generally,  and  from  the 
government  established  upon  their  overthrow,  Lave  his 
commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  Texan  forces 
reissued  or  confirmed,  then  he  would  take  command 
and  lead  the  gallant  patriots  of  Texas  to  victory  and 
independence.  At  any  rate  he  did  not  stay  to  be  in 
the  way  of  the  gallant  gentlemen  who  had  fought  so 
nobly  at  La  Purisima  Concepeion  and  San  Antonio  de 
Bexar. 

Austin  had  requested  him  to  command  the  army  in 
his  stead  when  it  first  approached  San  Antonio  in  tho 
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preceding  year,  but  lie  refused,  because  Aastin,  not 
himself,  had  been,  elected  by  tbe  men.  General  Aus- 
tin insisted  tbat  lie  (Houston)  liad  been  elected  to 
command  the  troops  fi'om  the  municipality  of  Nacog- 
doches and  San  Augustine — ^but  Houston  peremptor- 
ily refused  to  supersede  him. 

On  the  return  of  General  Houston  to  San  Felipe, 
Governor  Smith  granted  him  a  furlough  till  the  1st 
March,  in  which  he  stated  : 

"  Your  absence  is  permitted  in  paiH;  by  the  illegal 
acts  of  the  Council,  in  superseding  you,  by  the  un- 
authorized appointment  of  agents  to  organize  and  con- 
trol the  army,  contrary  to  the  organic  law,  and  the 
ordinances  of  their  own  body.  In  the  meantime,  you 
will  conform  to  your  instructions,  and  treat  with 
the  Indians." 

On  the  23d  of  Februaiy,  1836,  General  Houston 
and  Mr.  Forbes,  as  commissioners  for  Texas,  made  a 
treaty  with  the  Indians,  which  in  contemplation  of  the 
next  campaign  with  the  Mexicans  was  of  incalculable 
importance. 

Communication  about  this  time  between  Texas  and 
New  Orleans  was  much  interrupted  by  two  Mexican 
vessels  of  war,  the  Br<mo  and  Montezuma. 

"The  Hannah.  Elizaheth,^''  says  Yoakum,  ."freighted 
with  cannon,  arms,  and  ammunition,  intended  for  the 
Texan  service,  and  an  adventure  of  goods  and  provis- 
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ions  belonging  in  part  to  Peter  Kerr,  sailed  from  Kew 
Orleans  for  Matagorda.     Kerr  was  himself  on  board, 
as  were  likewise  Jos^  M.  J.  Carbajal  and  Fernando 
de  Leon,  tlie  latter  two  having  charge  of  the  other 
freight.       She   was    discovered,    pursued,    and   run 
aground,  at  Pass  Cavallo,  by  the  Bravo.    In  the  chase 
she  had  thrown  overboard  her  cannon  and  ammuni- 
tion.    She  was  boarded  by  a  prize-crew,  consisting  of 
Lieutenant  Mateo  and  eleven,  men  from  the  Bravo  ; 
and  Carbajal,  De  Leon,  and  some    others  were  trans- 
ferred as  prisoners  to  that  vessel.     Shortly  after,  the 
Bravo  was  diiven  ofE  by  a  norther.     In  a  day  or  two 
afterward,  the  citizens  of  Matagorda  having  received 
notice  of  the  wreck,  purchased  and  armed  the  schooner 
Willia/m  Bobhms,  placed   her   under   the  command 
of  Captain  Hurd,  and,  with  a  small  force  on  board, 
commanded  by  Captain  S.  Ehoads  Fisher,  retook  tbe 
stranded  vessel  and  made  the  prize-crew  prisoners. 
This  was  all  very  well;  but  they  went  farther,  and 
appropriated  to  themselves  the  goods  and  provisions, 
allowing  Kerr  to  retain  his  part  on  payment  of  half 
their  value !    But  Kerr  being  unable  to  do  this,  got 
none.     Governor  Smith  being  duly  advised  of  these 
proceedings,  took   occasion  in  a  special   message  to 
reprehend  them  severely." 

Now  the  William  Rollins  happened  to  belong  to 
the  firm  of  McKinney  &  Williams,  and  -when  Colonel 
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Tom  lietii'd  this  repreliension  of  Governor  Smith,  he 
vowed  that  he  would  punish  him,  but  reapecting  the 
offieei-,  he  waited  until  Smith  ceased  to  be  chief  magis- 
trate, when  he  coolly  and  calmly  proceeded  to  whip 
his  escelleucy  until  he  hollowed :  "  Oh,  donH  !  donH  ! 
don^t  I "  Colonel  Tom  McKinney  was  a  rare  old  Texan 
— wa'a  agent  and  creditor  of  Texas  for  many  years. 
After  a  contest  with  Dr.  G.  A.  Feris,  of  Richmond, 
many  years  ago,  the  doctor  said ;  "  Why,  Tom  McKin- 
ney  is  the  best  man  in  Texas  !  he  can  whip  anybody  !  " 
Indeed  he  was  a  brave,  liberal,  aud  gentle  man — ^loved 
by  his  friends  and  respected  even  by  his  enemies. 

On  the  11th  of  January,  Mr.  Austin  and  his  asso- 
ciate commissioners  negotiated  a  loan  of  1200,000,  and 
on  the  18th  another  for  150,000,  which  enabled  the 
Texan  agents  to  send  supplies  to  the  troops  at  a  time 
when  they  were  much  needed. 

On  the  Ist  February  an  election  was  held  by  order 
of  the  Council  for  delegates  to  a  convention  with 
•plenary  powers,  which  assembled  at  Washington, 
March  1st,  and  on  the  next  day  made  and  signed 
the  following : 

"DECLARATION   OF  INDEPENDENCE. 

"  When  a  government  has  ceased  to  protect  the  lives, 
liberty,  and  property  of  the  people,  from  whom  its 
legitimate  powers  are  denved,  and  for  the  advauce- 
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meut  of  wliose  happiness  it  was  instituted ;  and  so  far 
irom  being  a  guarantee  for  their  inestimable  and  ina- 
lienable rights,  becomes  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
evil  rulers  for  their  oppression — ^When  the  Federal 
Hepublican  Constitution  of  their  country,  which  they 
have  sworn  to  support,  no  longer  has  a  substantial 
existence,  and  the  whole  nature  of  their  government 
has  been  forcibly  changed,  without  their  consent,  from 
a  restricted  Federative  Eepublic,  composed  of  Sover- 
eign States,  to  a  consolidated  central  military  despot- 
ism, in  which  every  interest  is  disregarded  but  that  of 
the  army  and  the  priesthood,  both  the  eternal  enemies 
of  civil  liberty,  the  ever -ready  minions  of  power,  and 
the  usual  instruments  of  tyrants — When,  long  after 
the  spirit  o£  the  constitution  has  departed,  modera^ 
tion  is  at  length  so  far  lost  by  those  in  power,  that 
even  the  semblance  of  freedom  is  removed,  and  the 
forms  themselves  of  the  constitution  discontinued, 
and  so  far  from  their  petitions  and  remonstrances 
being  regarded,  the  agents  who  bear  them  are  thrown, 
into  dungeons,  and  mercenary  armies  sent  forth  to 
enforce  a  new  government  upon  them  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet — 

"  When,  in  consequeiice  of  such  acts  of  malfeasance 
and  abduction  on  the  part  of  the  government,  anarchy 
prevails,  and  civil  society  is  dissolved  into  its  original 
elements— in  sueh  a  crisis,  the  first  law  of  nature,-the 
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right  of  self-preservation,  the  inherent  and  inalienable 
right  of  the  people  to  appeal  to  first  principles,  and 
take  their  political  affairs  into  their  own  hands  in 
estreme  cases,  enjoins  it  as  a  right  towards  themselves, 
and  a  sacred  obligation  to  their  posterity,  to  abolish 
such  government,  and  create  another  in  its  stead, 
calculated  to  rescue  them  from  impending  dangers, 
and  to  secure  their  welfare  and  happiness. 

"  Nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  are  amenable  for 
their  acts  to  the  general  opinion  of  mankind.  A  state- 
ment of  a  part  of  our  grievances  is  therefore  submit- 
ted to  an  impartial  world,  in  justification  of  the  hazar- 
dous but  unavoidable  step  now  taken,  of  severing 
our  political  coimection  with  the  Mexican  people,  and 
assuming  an  independent  attitude  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth. 

"  The  Mexican  Government,  by  its  colonization  laws, 
invited  and  induced  the  Anglo-American  population 
of  Texas  to  colonize  its  wilderness  under  the  pledged 
faith  of  a  written  constitution,  and  tliat  they  should 
continue  to  enjoy  that  constitutional  liberty  and  re- 
publican government  to  which  they  had  been  habitu- 
ated in  the  land  of  their  birth — the  United  States  of 
America. 

"  In  this  expectation  they  have  been  cruelly  disap- 
pointed, inasmuch  as  the  Mexican  nation  has  acqui- 
esced in  the  late  changes  made  in  the  government  by 


dbyGoogle 


EIBTOET  OF   TEXAS.  IQX 

General  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  who,  having 
overturned  the  constitution  of  his  conntry,  now  offers 
to  us  the  cruel  alternatives,  either  to  abandon  our 
homes,  acquired  by  so  many  privations,  or  submit  to 
the  most  intolerable  of  all  tyranny,  the  combined  des- 
potism of  the  sword  and  the  priesthood. 

"  It  has  sacrificed  our  welfare  to  the  State  of  Coa- 
huila,  by  which  our  interests  have  been  continually 
depressed  through  a  jealous  and  partial  course  of 
legislation,  carried  on  at  a  far-distant  seat  of  govern- 
ment, by  a  hostile  majority,  in  an  unknown  tongue, 
and  this  too  nothwithstanding  we  have  petitioned,  in 
the  humblest  terms,  for  the  establishment  of  a  separate 
state  government,  and  have,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  National  Constitution,  presented  to 
the  General  Congress  a  republican  constitution,  which 
was,  without  just  cause,  contemptuously  rejected. 

"  It  incarcerated  in  a  dungeon,  for  a  long  time,  one  of 
our  citizens,  for  no  other  cause  but  a  zealous  endeavor 
to  procure  the  acceptance  of  our  Constitution,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  State  Government. 

"It  has  failed  and  refused  to  secure,  on  a  firm  basis, 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  that  palladium  of  civil 
liberty,  and  only  safe  guarantee  for  the  life,  liberty, 
and  property  of  the  citizen. 

"  It  has  failed  to  establish  any  public  system  of  edu- 
cation, although  possessed  of  almost  boundless  resour- 
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ces  (fhe  public  domain),  and  alfhough  it  is  an  axiom 
in  political  science,  that  unless  a  people  are  educated 
and  enlightened,  it  is  idle  to  expect  tlie  continuance 
of  civil  liberty,  or  tbe  capacity  for  self-government. 

"  It  bas  sufEeted  tbe  military  commandants,  stationed 
among  us,  to  exercise  arbitrary  acts  of  oppression  and 
tyranny,  tbua  trampling  upon  tbe  most  sacred  rigbta 
of  tbe  citizen,  and  rendering  the  military  superior  to 
tbe  civil  power. 

"It  baa  dissolved,  by  force  of  arms,  tbe  State  Con- 
gress of  Coabuila  and  Texas,  and  obliged  onr  repre- 
sentatives to  fly  for  their  lives  from  tbe  seat  of  govern- 
ment, thus  depriving  us  of  tbe  fundamental  political 
right  of  representation. 

"  It  bas  demanded  tbe  surrender  of  a  number  of  onr 
citizens,  and  ordered  military  detachments  to  seize  and 
carry  tbem  into  tbe  interior  for  trial,  in  contempt  of 
the  civil  authorities,  and  in  defiance  of  tbe  laws  and 
the  constitution. 

"  It  has  made  piratical  attacks  upon  our  commerce, 
by  commissioning  foreign  desperadoes,  and  authorizing 
them  to  seize  our  vessels,  and  convey  the  property  of 
our  citizens  to  far-distant  parts  for  confiscation. 

"  It  denies  us  tbe  right  of  worshipping  the  Almighty 
according  to  the  dictates  of  our  own  conscience,  by 
tbe  support  of  a  national  religion  calculated  to 
promote  the  temporal  interest  of  its  human  function- 
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ariee,  ratter  than  tlie  glory  of  the  true  and  living 
God. 

"It  has  demanded  us  to  deliver  up  our  arms,  which 
are  essential  to  our  defence— the  rightful  property  of 
jEreemen — and  formidable  only  to  tyrannical  govern- 
ments. 

"  It  has  invaded  our  country  both  by  sea  and  by  land, 
with  the  intent  to  lay  waste  our  territoiy,  and  drive  us 
from  our  homes ;  and  has  now  a  lai'ge  mercenary  army 
advancing  to  cariy  on  against  us  a  war  of  extermination. 
"It  has,  through  its  emissaries,  incited  the  merciless 
savage,  with  the  tomahawk  and  scalping-lrnife,  to 
massacre  the  inhabitants  of  our  defenceless  frontiers. 
"  It  has  been,  during  the  whole  time  of  our  connec- 
tion with  it,  the  contemptible  sport  and  victim  of 
successive  military  revolutions,  and  bath  continually 
exhibited  ever}--  characteristic  of  a  wealc,  eorrapt,  and 
tyi'annical  government. 

"These,  and  other  grievances,  were  patiently  borne 
by  the  people  of  Texas,  until  they  reached  that  point 
at  which  forbearance  ceases  to  be  a  virtue.  "We  then 
toolc  up  anns  in  defence  of  the  National  Constitution. 
We  appealed  to  our  Mexican  brethren  for  assistance ; 
our  appeal  has  been  made  in  vain ;  though  months 
have  elapsed,  no  sympathetic  response  has  yet  been 
heard  from  the  interior.  We  are,  therefore,  forced  to 
the  melancholy  conclusion,  that  the  Mexican  people 
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have  acquiesced  in  the  destruction  of  their  liberty, 
and  the  substitution  therefor  of  a  military  government ; 
that  they  are  unfit  to  be  free,  and  incapable  of  self - 
government. 

"  The  necessity  of  self-preservation,  therefore,  now 
decrees  our  eternal  political  separation. 

"  We,  therefore,  the  delegates^  with  plenary  powers, 
of  the  people  of  Texas,  in  solemn  convention  assembled, 
c^pealing  to  a  oamMd  world  for  the  Tiecessities  of  ottr 
condition,  do  hereby  resolve  and  declare,  that  our  po 
litical  connection  with  the  Mexican  nation  has  forever 
ended,  mid  that  the  people  of  Texas  do  now  constitute 

a  FEKE,    SOVEREIGN,  and   IKDEPENDEXT    EEPtTBLIC,  and 

are  fully  invested  with  all  the  rights  and  attributes 
which  properly  belong  to  md^endent  nations;  amd, 
conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  ow  intentions,  we  fear- 
lessly omd  confident  oom/mit  the  issue  to  the  8up>'eme 
Arbiter  of  the  destinies  of  nations. 

"  In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  subscribed 
our  names. 
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Oa  the  4th  of  March,  1836,  the  Convention  made 
General  Sam  Houston  commander-in-chief  ol  the  land 
forces  of  the  Texan  army,  "  with  all  the  rights,  privi- 
leges, and  powers  due  to  a  commander-in-chief  in  the 
United  States  of  America,"  and  on  the  6th  ordered 
him  to  proceed  to  the  frontier,  to  establish  his  head- 
quarters and  organize  the  array. 

On  the  16th,  the  Convention  adopted  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Republic,  and  on  the  same  day,  as  a  govei'n- 
ment  ad  intervm,  made  David  G.  Burnet,  President ; 
Lorenzo  de  Zavala,  Vice-President ;  S.  P.  Carson,  Se- 
cretary of  State ;  Baily  Hardiman,  Secretary  of  tlie 
Treasui'y ;  Thomas  J.  Rusk,  Secretary  of  War ;  Robert 
Potter,  Secretary  of  the  IN'avy ;  and  David  Thomas, 
Adjutant-General — and  then  adjoui'ned. 
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Santa  A.iina  resolves  on  tlie  Conquest  of  Texas. — His  Aimj — Invests  the 
Alamo. — The  Defence  of  that  place. — Letters  of  Colonel  Travis. — Au 
Escape  from  aacl  the  Fall  of  tlis  Alarm. 

"VTEWS  of  the  storming  of  San  Antonio  and  the 
-^^  capture  of  bia  brother-in-law,  General  Cos,  coming 
to  the  ears  of  the  President-General,  Santa  Anna,  he 
forthwith  determined,  to  raise  and  lead  in  person  an 
ai'my  to  the  subjugation  of  the  rebellious  Texans. 

Santa  Anna  was  the  most  popular  man  in  all  Mex- 
ico, and  upon,  the  question  of  retaking  Texas,  Mexicans 
■were  almost  a  unit,  so  he  had  but  little  trouble  in  soon 
collecting  an  army  of  8,000  men,  "composed  of.  the 
best  ti'oops  in  Mexico,  and  commanded  by  the  most 
experienced  officers  "  of  the  Republic. 

General  Vicente  Filisola,  a  veteran  revolutionist, 
was  the  second  in  command  to  Santa  Anna,  who  was 
aided  by  Colonel  Almonte,  and  supported  by  Generals 
UiTea,  Sesma,  Gaona,  Tolsa,  Andrade,  WoU,  and  Cos, 
the  last  of  whom,  according  to  Kennedy,  "violated 
the  conditions  of  the  first  article  of  his  capitulation  at 
Bexar,  by  which  he  and  his  officers  were  permitted  to 
retire  with  their  arms  and  piivate  property  into  the 
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interior  of  the  republic,  "under  parole  of  honor  that 
they  would  not  in  any  way  oppose  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  Federal  Constitution  of  1824." 

Colonel  Ampudia,  afterwards  General  Ampudia, 
was  in  command  of  the  artillery,  of  which  there  was  a 
considerable  train,  including  mortars,  while  Colonel 
Louis  Tola  acted  as  engineer. 
Says  Kennedy : 

"There  was  an  immense  mass  of  baggage,  with  sev- 
eral thousand  mules  and  horses  for  its  ti'ansport; 
indeed  all  the  preparations  were  on  a  scale  of  gi'and- 
eur  that  contrasted  strangely  with  the  contemptuous 
tenns  in  which  the  heads  and  promoters  of  the  expe- 
dition spoke  of  the  people  whose  destruction  it  was 
intended  to  accomplish." 

General  Filisola,  in  his  account  of  the  campaign, 
says  there  was  also  an  i/mmmse  nv/mber  of  women 
who  followed  in  the  wake  of  the  army,  which  informa- 
tion called  from  the  innocent  Yoakum  the  following 
astute  comment :  "  Bvjtfor  what  pwpose  they  were  per- 
m/itted,  unless  to  take  care  of  the  plvmder,  we  are  not 
mfm^med.^'' 

On  the  23d  of  February,  1836,  Santa  Anna,  cross- 
ing the  Alazam,,  where,  in  1813,  the  Republicans  under 
the  gallant  Perry  gained  a  signal  victory  over  the 
forces  of  the  viceroy  under  Elisondo,  entered  San 
Antonio  without  opposition,  and  having  demanded 
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the  suiTender  of  the  Alamo,  wMeli  wae  refused,  com- 
monced  a  furious  bombaidmerit  of  tliat  devoted  place ! 
When  it  was  invested,  tlie  Alamo  was  defended  by- 
one  hundred  and  fifty-sis  men,  commanded  by  the 
gallant  captor  of  Anahuae,  Colonel  W.  B.  Travis,  and 
included  Colonel  James  Bowie,  the  hero  of  Oonc&p- 
don,  Colonel  Davy  Crockett,  the  celebrated  es-mem- 
ber  of  Congress  from  Tennessee,  Colonels  J.  B,  Bon- 
ham  and  J.  Washington,  with  others  less  famous. 

On  the  24th,  Colonel  Travis  sent  the  following  let- 
ter by  express  to  his  people : 

"  CoMMAKDAMCY  OP  THE  Alamo,  Ebxar,  February  34,  183G. 

"Fellow-Citizehs  and  Compatriots  :  I  am  besieged 
by  a  thousand  or  more  of  the  Mexicans  under  Santa 
Anna.  I  have  sustained  a  continued  bombai'dment 
for  twenty-four  hours,  and  have  not  lost  a  man.  The 
enemy  have  demanded  a  surrender  at  discretion ;  other- 
wise the  garrison  is  to  be  put  to  the  sword,  if  the  place 
is  taken.  I  have  answered  the  summons  with  a  can- 
non-shot, and  our  flag  still  waves  proudly  from  the 
walls.  /  shall  never  surrender  or  retreat.  Then  I  call 
on  you,  in  the  name  of  liberty,  of  patriotism,  and  of 
everything  dear  to  the  American  character,  to  come  to 
our  aid  with  all  despatch.  The  enemy  are  receiving 
reinforcements  daily,  and  will  no  doubt  increase  to 
tliree  or  four  thousand  in  foui'  or  five  days.     Though 


dbyGoogle 


170  mSTOMY  OF  TEXAS. 

this  call  may  be  neglected,  I  am  detemiined  to  sustain 
myself  as  long  as  possible,  and  die  like  a  soldier  wlio 
never  forgets  wliat  is  dne  to  his  own  lienor  and  that 
of  his  conntry.     Victory  or  death ! 
"W.  Bareet  Teavis, 

^'■Lieut&iiant-  Colonel  commandiiig. 
"  P.  S. — The  Lord  is  on  our  side.  When  the  enemy 
appeared  in  sight,  we  had  not  three  bushels  of  corn. 
We  have  since  found,  in  deserted  houses,  eighty  or 
ninety  bushels,  and  got  into  the  waile  twenty  or 
thirty  head  of  beeves.  "  T." 

On  the  1st  of  March  he  was  joined  by  thii'ty-two 
men  from  Gonzales,  who  increased  hia  force  to  188 
soldiers.  On  the  3d  of  March  he  wrote  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Convention  at  Washington : 

"  From  the  35th  to  the  present  date  the  enemy  have 
kept  Tip  a  bombardment  from  two  howitzers  (one  a 
five-and-a-half  inch,  and  the  other  an  eight-inch),  and 
a  heavy  cannonade  from  two  long  nice-poundera 
moimted  on  a  battery  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  at  the  distance  of  four  hiindred  yards  from  our 
walls.  During  this  period  the  enemy  have  been  busily 
employed  in  encircling  us  with  entrenched  encamp- 
ments at  the  following  distances:  In  Bexar,  400 
yards  west ;  in  Lavilleta,  300  yards  south ;  at  the 
powder-house,  1,000  yards  east  by  south ;  on  the  ditch, 
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800  yards  nortlieaat ;  and  at  tlie  old  mill,  800  yards 
north.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  a  company  of  thirty- 
two  men  from  Gonzales  made  their  way  to  us  on  the 
morning  of  the  1st  instant,  at  thi'ee  o'clock,  and  Colonel 
J.  B.  Bonham  (a  courier  from  the  same  place)  got  in 
this  morning  at  11  o'cloct. 

"  I  have  so  fortified  the  place  that  the  walls  are  gen- 
erally proof  against  cannon  balls,  and  I  still  continue 
to  intrench  in  the  inside,  and  strengthen  the  walls  by 
throwing  up  the  earth.  At  least  200  shells  have 
fallen  inside  our  walls  without  having  injured  a  single 
man;  indeed  we  have  been  so  fortunate  aa  not  to  lose 
a  man  from  any  cause,  and  we  have  killed  many  of 
the  enemy.     The  spirits   of  my  men    are  still  high, 

although  they  have  had  much  to  depress  them 

"  Colonel  Fannin  is  said  to  be  oh  the  march  to  this 
place  with  reinforcements ;  but  I  fear  it  is  not  true, 
as  T  have  repeatedly  sent  to  him  for  aid  without 
receiving  any.  Colonel  Bonham,  my  special  messen- 
ger, arrived  at  La  Bahia  (Goliad)  fourteen  days  ago, 
with  a  request  for  aid ;  and  on  the  arrival  of  the 
enemy  in  Bexar,  I  sent  an  express  to  Colonel  Fannin, 
which  reached  Goliad  on  the  next  day,  urging  him  to 
send  on  reinforcements.  JVone  have  yet  arrived.  1 
look  to  the  colonies  alone  for  aid;  unless  it  ari'ive 
soon,  I  shall  have  to  fight  the  enemy  on  his  own 
terms.     I  will,  however,  do  the  best  I  can  under  the 
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circumatancea ;  and  I  feel  confident  that  the  deter 
mined  spilit  and  deaperate  courage  heretofore  evinced 
by  my  men  will  not  fail  them  in  the  last  struggle ; 
and  although  they  may  be  sacrificed  to  the  ven- 
geance of  a  Gothic  enemy,  the  victory  will  cost 
that  enemy  so  dear  that  it  will  be  worse  than  a 
defeat. 

"I  hope  your  honorable  body  will  hasten  on  re- 
inforcements, ammunition,  and  provisions  to  our  aid 
as  soon  aa  possible.  We  have  provisions  for  twenty 
days  for  the  men  we  have;  our  supply  of  ammunition 
is  limited.  At  least  500  lbs.  of  cannon  powder,  aud 
200  rounds  of  six,  nine,  twelve,  and  eighteen  pound 
balls,  ten  kegs  of  rifle  powder,  and  a  supply  of  lead 
should  be  sent  to  this  place  without  delay  imder  a 
sufficient  guard.  If  these  things  are  promptly  sent, 
and  large  reinforcements  are  hastened  to  this  frontier, 
this  neighborhood  will  be  the  great  and  decisive 
battle-ground.  The  power  of  Santa  Anna  is  to  be 
met  here  or  in  the ,  colonies :  we  had  better  meet  It 
here  than  to  suffer  a  war  of  desolation  to  rage  in  our 
settlements.  A  blood-red  banner  waves  from  the 
church  of  Bexar,  and  in  the  camp  above  us,  in  token 
that  the  war  is  one  of  vengeance  against  rebels:  they 
have  declared  us  such,  and  demanded  that  we  should 
surrender  at  discretion,  or  this  garrison  should  be  put 
to  the  sword.    Their  threats  have  had  no  influence  on 
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me  or  my  men,  but  to  make  all  figlit  with  d 
and  with  that  high-souled  courage  which  characterlaes 
the  patriot,  who  is  willing  to  die  in  defence  of  his 
country's  liberty  and  his  own  honor. 

'The  citizens  of  this  municipality  are  all  our 
enemies,  except  those  who  joined  us  heretofore;  we 
have  but  three  Mexicans  in  the  fort.  Those  who  have 
not  joined  us  in  this  extremity  should  be  declared 
public  enemies,  and  their  property  should  aid  in 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  war. 

"  llie  bearer  of  this  will  give  yonr  honorable  body 
a  statement  more  in  detail,  should  he  escape  through 
the  enemy's  lines. — (fod  and  Texas  I  Victory  or 
Death!'' 

In  one  of  his  last  letters  he  says  :  "  I  am  still  here, 
in  fine  spirits,  and  well  to  do.  "With  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  men,  I  have  held  this  place  ten  days  against 
a  force  variously  estimated  fi'om  fifteen  hundred  to 
six  thousand ;  and  I  shall  continue  to  hold  it  till  I  get 
relief  from  my  countiymen,  or  I  will  perish  in  its  de- 
fence. "We  have  had  a  shower  of  bombs  and  cannon- 
balls  continually  falling  among  us  the  whole  time,  yet 
none  of  us  have  fallen.     We  have  been  miraculously 


He  then  closes  by  saying :  "Take  care  of  my  little 
boy.  If  the  country  should  be  saved,  I  may  make 
him  a  splendid  fortune ;  but  if  the  country  should  be 
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lost,  and  I  slioiilcl  perish,  Tie  "ftnll  have  notiiing  but  the 
proud  recollection  tliat  lie  is  the  son  of  a  man  who 
died  for  his  country." 

T  -will  now  describe  the  memorable  Fall  of  the 
Alamo  as  related  to  me  by  Mrs.  Susan  Hannig,  for- 
merly  Mrs.  Dickinson,  who  witnessed  it. 

"On  February  23d,  1836,  Santa  Anna,  having  cap- 
tured the  pickets  sent  ont  by  Col  Travis  to  guard  the 
post  from  surprise,  charged  into  San  Antonio  with  his 
troops,  variously  estimated  at  from  six  to  ten  thousand, 
only  a  few  moments  after  the  bells  of  the  city  rang 
the  alarm, 

"  Capt.  Dickinson  galloped  up  to  our  dwelling  and 
hurriedly  exclaimed:  "The  Mexicans  are  upon  ue, 
give  me  the  babe,  and  jump  up  behind  me."  I  did  so, 
and  as  the  Mexicai^  already  occupied  Commerce 
street,  we  galloped  across  the  river  at  the  ford  south 
of  it,  and  entered  the  fort  at  the  southern  gate,  when 
the  enemy  commenced  firing  shot  and  shell  into  the 
fort,  but  with  little  or  no  effect,  only  wounding  one 
horse. 

"  There  were  eighteen  guns  mounted  on  the  fortifi- 
cations, and  these,  with  our  riflemen,  repulsed  with 
great  slaughter  two  assaults  made  upon  them  before 
the  final  one, 

"  I  knew  Colonels  Crockett,  Bowie  and  Travis  well. 
Col.  Crockett  was  a  performer  on  the  violin,  and  often 
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(luring  the  siege  took  it  iip  and  played  his  favorite 
tunes. 

"  I  heard  him  say  several  times  during  the  eleven 
days  of  the  siege :  '  I  think  we  had  better  march  out 
and  die  in  the  open  air.  I  don't  like  to  be  hemmed  up.' 
"  There  were  provisions  and  forage  enough  in  the 
fort  to  have  subsisted  men  and  horses  for  a  moutii 
longer. 

"A  few  days  before  the  final  assault  three  Texans 
entei'ed  the  fort  during  the  night  and  inspii'ed  us  with 
sanguine  hopes  of  speedy  relief,  and  thus  animated  the 
men  to  contend  to  the  last. 

*'A  Mexican  woman  deserted  us  one  night,  and  go- 
ing over  to  the  enemy  informed  them  of  our  very 
inferior  numbers,  which  Col.  Travis  said  made  them 
confident  of  success  and  emboldened  them  to  make  the 
final  assault,  which  they  did  at  early  dawn  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th  of  March. 

"Under  the  cover  of  darkness  they  approached  the 
f  oHifications,  and  planting  their  scaling  ladders  against 
our  walls  just  as  light  was  approaching,  fchey  climbed 
up  to  the  tops  of  our  walls  and  juniped  down  within, 
many  of  them  to  immediate  death. 

"  As  fast  as  the  front  ranks  were  slain,  they  were 
filled  up  again  by  fi'esh  troops. 

"The  Mexicans  numbered  several  thousands  while 
there  were  only  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  Texans. 
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"The  struggle  lasted  more  than  two  hours  when 
my  husband  nished  into  the  church  where  I  was  with 
my  child,  and  exclaimed:  '  Great  God,  Sue,  the  Mexi- 
cans are  inside  our  walls !  All  is  lost !  If  they  spare 
you,  save  my  child.' 

"  Then,  with  a  parting  Idss,  he  drew  his  sword  and 
plunged  into  the  strife,  theu  raging  in  different  poi'- 
tions  of  the  fortifications. 

"  Soon  after  he  left  me,  three  unarmed  gunners  who 
ahandoned  their  then  useless  guns  came  into  the  church 
where  I  was,  and  were  shot  down  by  my  side.  One  of 
them  was  from  Nacogdoches  and  named  "Walker.  He 
spoke  to  me  several  times  during  the  siege  about  his 
wife  and  four  children  with  anxious  tenderness.  I 
saw  four  Mexicans  toss  him  up  in  the  air  (as  you 
would  a  bundle  of  fodder)  with  their  bayonets,  and 
then  shoot  him.  At  this  moment  a  Mexican  officer 
came  into  the  room,  and,  addressing  me  in  English, 
asked:  'Are you  Mrs.  Dickinson?'  I  answered  '  Yes.' 
Then  said  he,  '  If  you  wish  to  save  your  life,  follow 
me.'  I  followed  him,  and  although  shot  at  and 
wounded,  was  spared. 

"As  we  passed  through  the  enclosed  ground  in  front 
of  the  church,  I  saw  heaps  of  dead  and  dying.  The 
Texans  on  an  average  killed  between  eight  and  nine 
Mexicans  each— 182  Texans  and  1,600  Mexicans  were 
kUled. 
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"I  recognized  Col.  Crockett  lying  dead  and  muti- 
lated between  tlie  chnrcli  and  the  two  atory  barrack 
building,  and  even  remember  seeing  his  peculiar  cap 
lying  by  his  side. 

"  Col.  Bowie  waa  sick  in  bed  and  not  expected  to 
live,  but  as  the  victoriotis  Mexicans  entered  bis  room, 
be  killed  two  of  them  with  his  pistols  before  they 
pierced  him  through  with  their  sabres. 

"Cols.  Travis  and  Bonham  were  killed  while  work- 
ing the  cannon,  the  body  of  the  fortner  lay  on  the  top 
of  the  church. 

"  In  the  evening  the  Mexicans  brought  wood ,  from 
the  neighboring  forest  and  burned  the  bodies  of  all 
the  Texans,  but  their  own  dead  they  buried  in  the 
city  cemetery  across  the  San  Pedro." 

Thus  perished  the  heroes  of  the  Alamo !  of  whom 
the  poet  says : 

"  Gsslied  witli  honovalile  scars, 
Low  in  Glory's  lap  they  lie ; 
ThoMgli  they  fell,  they  Ml  like  stars, 
Streaming  splendor  through  thesky.' 

Remembrance  of  their  devoted  patriotism  has  no 
doubt  inspired  Texans  with .  generous  eranJation  on 
many  occasions  besides  that  of  San  Jacinto,  where 
their  victotious  charge  was  made  with  the  memorable 
battle-cry : 

" Heinemher  the  Alamo/" 
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To  Texans  these  words  sliould  speak  volumes,  and 
not  only  remind  them  of  the  plains  of  San  Jacinto, 
bnt  of  Mansfield,  Sabine  Pass,  Pleasant  Hill,  Gains' 
Mill,  and  an  hundred  other  fields  of  gloiy  and  death 
on  which  their  soldiers  rushed 

"  Where  the  battle  wreok  lay  thickest. 
And  death's  brief  pang  was  quickest" 

They  should  say  to  the  youth  of  Texaa ; 

'■'■  Dulce  ei  decorum  est  pro  patria  mori^'' 

They  should  picture  to  their  young  minds,  in  glow- 
ing colors,  the  contest  between  Leonidas  and  his  three 
hundred  Spartans  with  the  myriad  hosts  of  Persia  at 
Thermopylae. 

They  should  say  to  them :  "  If  we  fall,  we  will  fall 
in  a  blaze,,  of  glory,  but  if  we  are  victorious,  the  Union 
will  redound  with  our  praise." 

They  should  point  the  slow  moving  finger  of  scorn 
at  the  coward  and  exclaim : 

"  Cowarela  die  many  deaths,  the  brave  hut  once," 

They  should  cause  them  to  remember  the  beautiful 
lines  of  the  poet : 

"  The  muffled  drum's  sad  roll  has  beat 
The  soldier's  last  tattoo ; 
No  more  oa  life's  parade  shall  meet 
That  brave  and  galkjit  few. 
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"On  fame's  eternal  camping  ground 
Their  silent  tents  aio  spread, 
And  GHory  guards  with  ceaseleBaroimd 
The  bivouac  oi  tlie  dead." 

The  following  account  of  an.  escape  from  the  Ala^mo 
is  from  a  late  Texas  publication,  and  may  ttrow 
more  light  tipoii  the  last  hours  of  its  immortal  de- 
fenders : 

"  About  two  hours  before  sunset,  on  the  third  day 
of  March,  1836,  the  bombardment  suddenly  ceased, 
and  the  enemy  withdrew  an  unusual  distance.  Taking 
advantage  of  that  opportunity,  Col.  Travis  paraded 
all  of  his  effective  men  in  a  single  file;  and,  taking 
Ms  position  in  front  of  the  centre,  he  stood  for  some 
moments,  apparently  speechless  from  emotion.  Then, 
nerving  himself  for  the  occasion,  he  addressed  them 
substantially  as  follows : 

"  '  Mt  Brave  Companions  :  Stem  necessity  com- 
pels me  to  employ  the  few  moments  afforded  by  this 
probably  brief  cessation  of  conflict  in  making  known  to 
you  the  most  interesting,  yet  the  most  solemn,  melan- 
choly, and  unwelcome  fact  that  perishing  humanity 
can  realize.  But  how  shall  I  find  language  to  pre- 
pare you  for  its  reception  %  I  cannot  do  so.  All  that 
I  can  say  to  this  purpose  is,  be  prepared  for  the  worst 
I  must  come  to  the  point.  Our  fate  is  sealed.  With- 
in a  very  few  days — perhaps  a  very  few  hours^we 
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must  all  be  in  eternity.     This  is  our  destiny,  and  we 
cannot  avoid  it.     This  is  our  certain  doom. 

" '  I  have  deceived  you  long  by  the  promise  of 
help.  But  I  crave  your  pardon,  hoping  that  after 
hearing  my  explanation,  you  will  not  only  regard  my 
conduct  as  pardonable,  but  heartily  sympathize  with 
me  in  my  extreme  necessity.  In  deceiving  you,  I  also 
deceived  myself,  having  been  first  deceived  by  others. 
"  '  I  have  continually  received  the  strongest  assm'- 
ances  of  help  from  home.  Every  letter  from  the  Coun- 
cil, and  every  one  that  I  have  seen  from  individuals 
at  home,  has  teemed  with  assurances  that  our  people 
were  ready,  vpilling,  and  anxious  to  come  to  our  re- 
lief ;  and  that  within  a  very  short  time  we  might  con- 
fidently expect  recruits  enough  to  repel  any  force  that 
would  be  brought  against  us.  These  assurances  I  re- 
ceived as  facts.  They  inspired  me  with  the  greatest 
confidence  that  our  little  band  would  be  made  the 
nucleus  of  an  army  of  suificient  magnitude  to  repel 
our  foes,  and  to  enforce  peace  on  our  own  terms.  In 
the  honest  and  simple  confidence  of  my  heart,  I  have 
transmitted  to  you  these  promises  of  help,  and  my 
confident  hopes  of  success.  But  the  promised  help 
has  not  come,  and  our  hopes  are  not  to  be  realized, 

"  '  I  have  evidently  confided  too  much  in  the  prom- 
ises of  our  friends.  But  let  us  not  be  in  haste  to  cen- 
Bure   them.      The  enemy  has  invaded  oui'   territory 
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mucli  earlier  tlian  we  anticipated ;  and  tlieir  present 
approach  is  a  matter  of  surprise.  Our  friends  were 
evidently  not  informed  of  our  perilous  condition  in 
time  to  save  us.  Doubtless  they  would  liave  been 
here  by  the  time  they  expected  any  considerable  force 
of  the  enemy.  "When  they  find  a  Mexican  army  in 
their  midst,  I  hope  they  will  show  themselves  true  to 
their  cause. 

"  '  My  calls  on  Col.  Fannin  remain  unanswered,  and 
my  messengers  have  not  returned.  The  probabilities 
are  that  his  whole  command  has  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  or  been  cut  to  pieces,  and  that  our 
couriers  have  been  cut  off. 

" '  I  trust  that  I  have  now  explained  my  conduct  to 
your  satisfaction,  and  that  you  do  not  censure  me  for 
my  course. 

"  '  I  must  again  refer  to  the  assurances  of  help  from 
home.  Tlbey  m'e  what  deceived  me,  mid  caused  me  to 
deceive  yon.  Relying  upon  these  assurances,  I  deter- 
mined to  remain  within  these  walls  until  the  promised 
help  should  arrive,  stoutly  resisting  all  assaults  fi'om 
without.  Upon  the  same  reliance,  I  retained  you  here, 
regarding  the  increasing  force  of  our  assailants  with 
contempt,  till  they  outnumbered  us  more  than  twenty 
to  one,  and  escape  became  impossible.  For  the  same 
reason,  I  scorned  their  demand  for  a  surrender  at 
discretion,  and  deded  their  threat  to  put  every  one 


dbyGoogle 


182  mSTOBT  OF  TEXAS. 

oi  us  to  the  aword,  if  tlie  fort  should  be  taken  by 
storm. 

"  '  I  uiust  now  speak  of  our  present  situation.  Here 
we  are,  surrounded  by  an  army  that  could  almost 
eat  U8  for  a  breakfast,  from  whose  arms  our  lives  are 
for  the  present  protected  by  the  stone  walls.  We 
have  no  hope  of  help,  for  no  force  that  we  could 
ever  reasonably  have  expected  could  cut  its  way 
through  the  strong  ranks  of  these  Mexicans.  "We 
dai'8  not  surrender;  for,  should  we  do  so,  that  black 
flag,now  waving  in  our  sight,  as  well  as  the  merci- 
less character  of  our  enemies,  admonishes  us  of  what 
would  be  our  doom.  We  cannot  cut  our  way  out 
through  the  enemy's  ranks;  for,  in  attempting  that, 
we  should  all  be  slain  in  less  than  ten  minutes. 
Nothing  remains  then,  but  to  stay  within  this  fort 
and  fight  to  the  last  moment.  In  this  case,  we  must, 
sooner  or  later,  all  be  slain ;  for  I  am  sure  that  Santa 
Anna  is  determitied  to  storm  the  fort  and  take  it,  even 
at  the  greatest  cost  of  the  lives  of  his  own  men. 

"Then  we  must  die  !  Our  speedy  dissolution  is  a 
fixed  and  inevitable  fact.  Our  business  is,  not  to 
make  a  fruitless  effort  to  save  our  lives,  but  to  choose 
the  manner  of  our  death.  But  three  modes  are  pre- 
sented to  us.  Let  us  choose  that  by  which  we  may 
best  serve  our  country.  Shall  we  surrender,  and  be 
deliberately  shot,  without  taking  the  life  of  a.  siiigk 
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enemy  ?  Shall  we  try  to  cut  our  way  out  througli  tiie 
Mexican  rants,  and  be  butchered  before  we  can  till 
twenty  of  our  adversaries  ?  I  am  opposed  to  eitter 
method ;  for,  in  either  case,  we  could  but  lose  our 
Uvea  without  beaefltiug  our  friends  at  home — our 
fathers  and  mothers,  our  brothers  and  sisters,  our 
wives  and  little  ones.  The  Mexican  army  is  strong 
enough  to  march  through  the  country,  and  extermi- 
nate its  inhabitants,  and  our  countrymen  are  not  able 
to  oppose  them  in  open  field.  My  choice,  then,  is  to 
remain  in  this  fort,  to  resist  every  assault,  and  to  sell 
our  lives  as  dearly  as  possible. 

"  '  Then  let  us  band  together  as  brothera,  and  vow 
to  die  together.  Let  us  resolve  to  withstand  our  ad- 
versaiies  to  the  last ;  and,  at  each  advance,  to  kill  as 
many  of  them  as  possible.  And  when,  at  last,  they 
shall  storm  our  foj'tress,  let  us  Idll  them  as  they  come  ! 
.kill  them  as  they  scale  our  wall !  kill  them  as  they 
leap  within !  till  them  as  they  raise  their  weapons, 
and  as  they  use  them  !  kill  them  as  they  kill  our  com- 
panions !  and  continue  to  kill  them  as  long  as  one  of 
us  shall  remain  alive  ! 

"  'By  this  policy,  I  trust  tliat  we  shall  so  weaken 
our  enemies  that  our  countrymen  at  home  can  meet 
them  on  fair  terms,  cut  them  up,  expel  them  from 
the  country,  and  thus  establish  our  own  independence, 
and  secure  prosperity  and  happiness  to  our  families 
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and  oui'  counti'y.  And,  he  assm-ed,  our  memory  will 
be  gratefully  cherished  by  posterity,  till  all  history 
shall  be  erased,  and  all  noble  deeds  shall  be  forgotten, 
" '  But  I  leave  every  man  to  his  own  choice.  Should 
any  man  prefer  to  surrender,  and  be  tied  and  shot ; 
or  to  attempt  an  escape  through  the  Mexican  ranlrs, 
and  be  killed  before  he  can  run  a  hundred  yards,  he 
is  at  liberty  to  do  so, 

" '  My  own  choice  is  to  stay  in  this  fort,  and  die  for 
my  country,  fighting  as  long  as  breath  shall  remain  in 
my  body.  This  will  I  do,  even  if  you  leave  me  alone. 
Do  as  you  think  best — ^but  no  man  can  die  with  me 
without  a:ffiording  me  comfort  in  the  moment  of  death.* 
"  Col.  Travis  then  drew  his  sword,  and  with  its  point 
traced  a  line  upon  the  ground,  extending  from  the 
right  to  the  left  of  the  fi.le.  Then,  resuming  his  posi- 
tion in  front  of  the  centre,  he  said,  '  I  now  want  every 
man  who  Is  deteimined  to  stay  here  and  die  with  me 
to  come  across  this  line.  Who  will  be  first  1  March ! ' 
"The  first  respondent  was  Tapley  Holland,  who 
leaped  the  line  at  a  bound,  exclaiming,  '  I  am  ready 
to  die  for  my  country  ! '  His  example  was  instantly 
followed  by  every  man  in  the  file,  with  the  exception 
of  Rose.  Manifest  enthusiasm  was  universal  and  tre- 
mendous. Every  sick  man  that  could  walk  arose 
from  his  bunk  and  tottered  across  the  line.  Col. 
Bowie,  who  could  not  leave  his  bed,  said,  '  Boys,  I 
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am  not  able  to  come  to  yon,  but  I  wish  some  of  you 
would  be  so  kind  as  to  remove  my  cot  over  there.' 
Foui'  men  instantly  ran  to  the  cot,  and,  each  lifting  a 
comer,  cariied  it  across  the  line.  Then  every  sick 
man  that  could  not  walk  made  the  same  request,  and 
had  bis  bunk  removed  in  like  manner. 

"Rose,  too,  was  deeply  aSected,  but  differently 
fi'om  his  companions.  He  stood  till  eveiy  man  but 
himseH  had  crossed  the  line.  A  consciousness  of  the 
real  situation  overpowered  him.  He  sank  upon  the 
ground,  covered  his  face,  and  yielded  to  his  ovm 
reflections.  For  a  time  he  was  unconscious  of  what 
was  transpiring  around  him.  A  bright  idea  came  to 
his  relief;  he  spoke  the  Mexican  dialect  very  flu- 
ently, and  could  he  once  get  safely  out  of  the  fort, 
he  might  easily  pass  for  a  Mexican  and  effect  an 
escape.  Thus  encouraged,  he  suddenly  aroused  as 
if  from  sleep.  He  looked  over  the  area  of  the  fori ; 
every  sick  man's  berth  was  at  its  wouted  place; 
every  effective  soldier  was  at  his  post,  as  if  awaiting 
orders  ;  he  felt  as  if  dreaming. 

"  He  directed  a  searching  glance  at  the  cot  of  Colo- 
nel Bowie.  There  lay  his  gallant  friend.  Colonel 
David  Crockett  was  leaning  over  the  cot,  conversing 
with  its  occupant  in  an  undertone.  After  a  few 
seconds  Bowie  looked  at  Rose  and  said,  '  You  seem 
not  to  be  willing  to  die  ■with  us,  Rose.'     '  No,'  said 
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Kose,  'I  am  not  prepared  to  dit,  and  shall  not  do  so 
if  I  can  avoid  it.'  Then  Crockett  also  looked  at 
him,  and  said,  'Yon  may  as  well  conclnde  to  die 
with  ns,  old  man,  for  escape  is  impossible.' 

"Kose  made.no  reply,  but  looked  up  at  the  top  of 
the  walL  '  I  have  often  done  worse  than  to  climb 
that  wall,'  thought  he.  Suiting  the  action  to  the 
thought  he  sprang  up,  seized  his  wallet  of  unwashed 
clothes,  and  ascended  the  wall.  Standing  on  its  top, 
he  looked  down  witliin  to  take  a  last  view  of  his 
dying  friends.  They  were  all  now  in  motion,  but 
what  they  were  doing  he  heeded  not.  Overpowered 
by  his  feelings  he  looked  away  and  saw  them  no 
more. 

"Looldng  dowa  without  he  was  amazed  at  the 
scene  of  death  that  met  his  gaze.  From  the  wall  to 
a  considerable  distance  beyond,  the  ground  was  liter- 
ally covered  with  slaughtered  Mexicans  and  pools 
of  blood. 

"  He  viewed  this  hoiTid  scene  but  a  moment.  He 
threw  down  liis  wallet  and  leaped  after  it.  He 
alighted  on  his  feet,  but  the  momentum  of  the  spring 
threw  him  sprawling  npoa  his  stomach  in  a  puddle 
of  blood.  After  several  seconds  he  recovered  Ms 
breath;  he  arose  and  took  up  his  wallet;  it  had 
fallen  open  and  several  garments  had  rolled  out 
upon  the  blood.     He  hurriedly  thrust   them   back, 
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without  trying  to  cleanse  tlicm  of  tlie  coagulated 
blood  wliicli  adhered  to  them.  Then,  throwing  the 
wallet  across  hia  ahouldera,  he  walked  rapidly  away, 
"  He  took  the  road  which  led  down  the  river  around 
a  bend  to  the  ford,  and  through  the  town  by  the 
church.  He  waded  the  river  at  the  ford  and  passed 
tlirough  the  town.  He  saw  no  person  in  town,  but 
the  doors  were  all  closed,  and  San  Antonio  appeared 
as  a  deserted  city. 

"  After  passing  throTigh  the  town  lie  turned  down 
the  river.  A  stillness  as  of  death,  prevailed.  "When 
he  had  gone  about  a  quaiier  of  a  mile  below  tht  town 
his  ears  were  saluted  by  the  thunder  of  the  bombard- 
ment, which  was  then  renewed.  That  thunder  con- 
tinued to  remind  him  that  his  friends  were  true  to 
their  cause,  by  a  continual  roar,  with  but  slight 
intervals,  until  a  little  before  sunrise  on  the  morning 
of  the  sixth,  when  it  ceased  and  he  heard  it  uo 
more. 

"  At  twilight  he  recrossed  the  river  on  a  foot-log, 
about  three  miles  below  the  town.  He  then  directed 
his  course  eastwardly  towards  the  Guadalupe  River, 
carefully  bearing  to  the  right  to  avoid  the  Gonzales 
road." 

The  writer  takes  this  account  of  Mr.  Rose,  cum 
grano  salis,  but  it  may  be  true. 
The  poet  sayeth : 
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'Tis  stracge— -liut  true;   tax  ttutli  is  always  strange; 
Stranger  than  fiction. 

The  fondness  of  the  writer  for  localities  made 
famous  by  the  hei'oie  achievements  of  the  founders  of 
our  glorious  repiiblic,  has  carried  him  to  the  Alamo 
with  as  much  zeal  aa  the  Mohammedan  visits  the 
tomb  of  his  prophet. 

Indeed,  the  Alamo  has  peculiar  interest  for  every 
Texan  who  loves  his  country  and  is  proud  of  his 
State.  ■  But  I  have  stood  on  Bunker's  Hill,  Brooklyn 
Heights,  and  from  the  deck  of  a  floating  palace  on 
the  bosom  of  the  Father  of  Waters,  viewing  the 
plains  of  Chalmette,  revolved  in  my  mind  the  virtue 
and  heroism  displayed  by  American  valor  and  patri- 
otism. 

Even  on  Plymouth  Rock  and  the  field  of  Lexing- 
ton I  have  wandered  and  meditated,  comparing  the 
illustrious  founders  and  waniors  of  the  nations  of 
the  Old  World  with  the  distinguished  heroes  and 
statesmen  of  America. 

At  the  graves  of  Washington,  Franklin,  and  Ham- 
ilton I  have  often  pondered  upon  the  lasting  fame 
with  which  their  patiiotic  devotion  has  caused  a 
grateful  posterity  to  stamp  their  names  : 

"  First  in  "wai',  fiist  in  peace,  and  fli^t  in  the  hearts  of  their  coua- 
trjmen." 
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Their  memory  will  be  cherished  with  veneration 
by  future  generations,  when  the  names  of  Alexander, 
Ciesar,  and  Napoleon  will  be  forgotten. 

The  following  sketch  from  Kennedy  may  interest 
the  reader: 

"Among  the  slain  there  was  one  who,  surrounded  by 
a  heap  of  the  fallen  enemy,  displayed  even  in  death 
the  freshness  of  the  hunter's  aspect,  and  whose  eccen- 
ti'icitiee,  real  or  reputed,  have  familiarized  England 
with  his  name^David  Crockett,  of  Tennessee,  a  chai-- 
acter  such  as  could  only  have  been  produced  and  per- 
fected within  the  limits  of  his  own  conntry, 

"  The  whole  mau,  physical  and  mental,  was  of  fron- 
tier growth.  His  playthings  from  infancy  were  the 
axe  and  the  riie.  Few  among  his  youthful  companions 
displayed  more  activity  and  strength ;  none  aimed  his 
piece  with  a  steadier  hand  or  truer  eye.  In  the  meta- 
phorical eulogy  of  the  western  woodsmen,  he  was 
more  than  '  a  horse,' — he  was  '  a  steamboat.'  Dur 
ing  tlie  war  of  1812,  David  took  up  arms  for  his 
country,  and  fought  bravely,  though  no  admirer  of 
parade  or  drill.  After  the  war,  he  turned  to  indus- 
trial pursuits,  and  was  a  successful  hunter  and  thriv- 
ing planter.  Hospitality  kept  cheerful  watch  at  his 
door,  and  the  wayfarer  was  ever  welcome  to  a  plen- 
tiful meal,  and  a  glass  of  '  old  Monongahela.' 

"  The  ambition  to  be  politically  distinguished,  which 
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prevails  wlierever  free  institutions  are  establislied,  is, 
perhaps,  a  more  active  passion  in  new  states  than  in 
old.  Crockett  did  not  escape  the  general  mania  for 
public  life.  His  conscience  told  him  that  he  was  an 
honest  man,  and  rumor  and  the  newspapers  strangely 
lied  if  there  were  many  of  the  same  stamp  in  the  great 
house  at  Washington.  Reforms  were  wanting— there 
was  no  question  of  that — but  means  were  essential  to 
an  end,  and  sound  reforms  demanded  clean-handed 
legislators.  David  felt  that  he  had  a  call.  He  had 
mastered  the  '  varmint '  of  the  woods — '  coon,'  bear, 
and  panther— and  why  should  he  not  '  use  up '  the 
prowlers  that  preyed  upon  the  commonwealth  ?  The 
great  Tennessee  hunter  determined  to  'run  for  Con- 
gress.' 

"  The  stump  of  a  tree  is  frequently  the  rostrum  of  a 
western  orator  ;  hence  the  name  of  '  stump  speeches ' 
has  been  given  in  the  States  to  those  morsels  of  elo- 
quence which  are  seasoned  and  sauced  exclusively  for 
the  popular  palate.  Possessed  of  robust  health  and 
powerful  lungs,  backed  by  never-faltering  perseve- 
rance, Crockett  was  a  giant  on  the  stump.  If  poor  in 
classical  lore,  he  was  affluent  in  the  figures  and  phrase- 
ology of  life  in  the  West  After  a  long  and  arduous 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  Congress  for 
Tennessee, 

'*  His  career  as  a  patriotic  legislator  disappointed  his 
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hopes,  and  fell  far  short  of  his  electioneering  promiaes. 
Wien  lie  entered  Congi'ess  lie  imagined  that  his  prow- 
ess as  a  hunter  and  a  wrestler  wonld  inspire  his  oppo- 
nents with  awe,  and  enable  him  to  shonlder  the  state, 
wagon  out  of  the  ruts  by  a  few  prompt  and  dexter 
ous  heaves ;  but  he  found  difficulties  at  "Washington 
which  he  never  contemplated  when  an  aspirant  for 
representative  honors.     The  first  thing,  he  said,  that 
'bothered'  him  were  the  Congressional  rules   and 
orders,  and  '  what  those  rascally  things  were  made 
for  he  could  not  reckon,  for  they  did  no  good.'     If  he 
happened  to  damage  these  rules  and  orders,  and  then 
got  in  a  '  fair  track,'  his  tongue  did  not  wag  so  glibly 
as  it  used  to  do  on  the  stump,  and  he  frequently  found 
himself  short  of  breath  and  his  knees  weak  when  he 
attempted  to  harangue  the    House.     He  could  not 
understand  this,  but  he  found  it  was  sq  day  after  day. 
He  often  looked  round  to  see  if  there  was  any  man 
bigger  and  stronger  than  himself  to  produce  this  quak- 
ing, for,  until  then,  none  but  a  stronger  man  than 
himself  could  shake  Ms  nerve.     Hie  visions  of  reform, 
one  after  another,  vanished,  for  he  could  aot  make  the 
members  listen  to  his  reasoning.    He  began  to  suspect 
that  he  had  different  wort  to  do  than  when  he  used  to 
go   '  a  gunning.'     Often  as  he  might  hit  a  political 
wild  cat,  the  '  crittur '  held  out,  as  if   it   had  nine 
times  the  nine  lives  attributed  to  grimalkin. 
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"Many  an.  odd  eaying  and  grotesque  story  was 
fathered  on  '  Colonel  Crockett,'  wtoee  raciness  of 
speech  and  mannera  was,  however,  spoiled  by  mixing 
in  political  society.  He  lost  the  wild  originality  of 
the  frontier,  without  acquiring  the  polish  or  spright- 
liness  of  city  life.  Stiil,  Washington  had  its  attrac- 
tions, and  he  was  anxiotis  to  retain  his  place  in  the 
legislature;  but  he  must  have  his  own  way,  and 
would  not  submit  to  be  trammelled ;  the  consequence 
of  which  was  that  his  constituents  chose  a  more  pliar 
ble  candidate.  This  was  a  heavy  blow  to  David, 
who  had  been  for  years  a  '  lion,'  and  to  whom  excite- 
ment of  some  kind  was  indispensable.  Disgusted 
with  politics,  and  irritated  by  public  ingratitude, 
military  renown  acquired  fi-esh  attractions  in  his 
eyes.  At  this  time  Texas  had  raised  the  standard 
of  resistance  against  military  usurpation.  To  the 
cause  of  Texan  liberty  he  resolved  to  devote  him- 
self, and,  shouldering  his  rifle,  he  started  for  the 
Sabine,  and  arrived  at  Nacogdoches,  accompanied  by 
several  voiunteei^,  in  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
Having  ■  determined  to  become  a  citizen  of  Texas, 
he  proceeded  with  Lis  companions  to  the  office  of 
Mr.  Forbes  (then  first  judge  of  the  municipality), 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  which  was  tendered 
to  him  in  the  following  form : 

'"I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  bear  true  alle- 
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giance  to  tlie  Provisional  Government  of  Texas,  or 
any  future  Government  tKat  may  be  hereafter  de- 
lilared ;  and  that  I  will  serve  her  honestly  and  faith- 
fully against  all  her  enemies  and  oppressors  what- 
soever, and  observe  and  obey  the  ordera  of  the 
Governor  of  Texas,  the  orders  and  decrees  of  the 
present  or  future  authorities,  and  the  orders  of 
the  officers  appointed  over  me  according  to  the  rules 
and  articles  for  the  government  of  Texas — so  help 
me  God.' 

"  Crockett  was  not  the  man  to  make  a  solemn  decla- 
ration without  scrutinizing  its  import.  He  refused 
to  take  the  oath  as  tendered,  stating  that  although 
he  was  willing  to  swear  to  support  any  future  liepuh- 
lican  Goverament,  he  could  not  subscribe  his  name 
to  this  form,  as  the  '  future '  government  might  be 
despotic,  Mr.  Forbes  then  inserted  the  word  'repub- 
lican '  between  the  words  '  future  '  and  '  govern- 
ment ; '  and  the  instrument  was  signed.  The  original, 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  War  Department  of 
Texas,  exhibits  the  interlineation  and  the  autograph 
of  David  Crockett. 

*'  Biography  is  the  handmaid  of  History,  and  fre- 
quently a  more  agi'eeable  companion  than  her  mis- 
tress; I  therefore  offer  no  apology  for  this  brief 
notice  of  one  of  'the  herpes  of  the  Alamo.'  Poor 
David !    thy  simple  upi-ightness    merited  a  happier 
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end !  Yet,  to  borrow  a  phrase  of  thine  own  coin- 
age, tlion  didst  '  go  arhead  for  thu  right ; '  and  thy 
blood  was  shed  npon  a  holy  altar,  and  from  thy 
smouldering  ashes  arose  a  ftame  which  streamed 
from  the  San  Antonio  to  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio, 
lighting  np,  in  many  a  generons  heart,  a  fire  not  to 
be  extinguished,  so  long  as  those  who  dishonored  thy 
manly  form  continued  to  tread  the  soil  in  which  their 
barbarian  vindictiveness  denied  thee  and  thy  gallant 
comrades  the  humble  privilege  of  a  soldier's  grave ! " 
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The  Oaptwre  of  San  Fatrieio,  Befugio,  and  GOLIAD. — The  Moisacres  of 
Ool.  Grant'i,  Copt.  King's,  Ool.  Ward's,  and  Fannin^a  comjiianda. 

WHILE  Santa  Anna  was  marching  from  the  E.io 
Grande  upon  San  Antonio,  another  division 
of  his  army,  under  Gen.  Jose  XJrrea,  was  advancing 
by  the  coast  route  upon  San  Patricio,  Refugio  and 
Goliad. 

San  Patricio  was  first  attacted,  and  after  an  obsti- 
nate defence  by  some  forty  or  fifty  troops  under  Col. 
P.  "W,  Johnson,  was  taken  by  assault,  and  all  its 
defenders  tilled,  except  Col.  Johnson  and  four  others 
who  made  their  escape.  Dr.  or  OoL  Grant,  who  was 
associated  in  the  command  with  Col.  Johnson,  and 
fought  gallantly  with  him  at  the  storming  of  San 
Antonio,  in  December,  1835,  was  out  scouting  with 
about  sixty  men  at  the  time  of  the  attack  on  San 
Patricio,  and  was  ambuscaded  at  Agua  Dulce  on  the 
2d  of  March,  four  days  before  the  fall  of  the  Alamo, 
and  his  whole  party  put  to  death. 

Yoakum  says  Grant  was  wounded  and  taken  pris- 
oner ;  that  his  life  was  spared  that  the  enemy  might 
have  the  benefit  of  his  services  in  attending  their 
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nuraei'oua   wounded,   and  thus   describes  liis    tragic 
end  : 

"  While  Dr.  Gran!  was  in  San  Patricio,  euriog  Ms 
own  wound,  and  carefully  ministering  to  the  wants 
oi  the  wounded  of  tlie  enemy,  lie  was  promised  that, 
so  soon  as  he  recovered,  and  those  under  his  care 
were  convalescent,  he  should  have  a  passport  to 
leave  the  country  without  molestation.  The  eaptaiu 
left  in  command  of  the  town,  after  the  departure  of 
XJrrea,  secretly  despatched  eight  men  in  search  of  a 
wild  horse.  The  animal  was  captured  about  three 
weeks  after  the  battle  of  the  2d  of  March.  Gi'ant 
was  now  brought  forth,  and,  by  order  of  the  captain, 
his  feet  were  stroagly  bound  to  those  of  the  horse, 
and  his  hands  to  the  tail.  "  Now,"  said  the  captain, 
"  you  have  your  passport — go  !  "  At  the  same 
moment  the  cords  by  which  the  inustang  was  tied 
were  severed.  The  fierce  animal,  finding  his  limbs 
unfettered,  sprang  away  with  great  violence,  leaving 
behind  him,  in  a  short  distance,  the  mangled  remains 
of  poor  Grant !  Nothing  can  be  added  to  this  sim- 
ple statement  of  facts." 

The  following  autograph  letter  of  Colonel  Fannin 
to  his  fiiend  Mr.  Joseph  Mims,  of  Brazoria,  corrobo- 
rates the  murder  of  his  prisoners  by  General  TJiTea  at 
San  Patricio,  and  gives  an  account  of  his  own  re- 
sources, embarrassments,  and  vexatious  surroundings : 
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"  GowAD,  Fehruoiry  ZStTi,  183G. 

"  Mr.  Joseph  Mims  : 

"  The  advice  I  gave  you  a  few  days  back  is  too  i/riie— 
the  eiigmy  have  the  town  of  Bexar,  witii  a  large 
force,  and  I  fear  will  soon  liave  our  brave  country- 
raen  in  the  Alamo. 

"  Another  force  is  near  me,  and  crossed  the  Neuces 
yesterday  morning,  and  attacked  a  party  by  surprise, 
under  Colonel  Johnson,  and  routed  them,  killing  Cap- 
tain Eaison,  and  several  others,  aftei'  they  had  surren- 
dered. I  have  about  four  hundred  and  twenty  men 
here,  and  if  I  can  get  provisions  in  to-morrow  or  next 
day,  can  maintain  myself  against  any  force.  I  will 
never  give  up  the  ship  whilst  there  is  a  pea  in  the 
dish.  If  I  am  whipped,  it  will  be  vjell  done,  and 
you  may  never  expect  to  see  me. 

"I  hope  to  see  all  Texas  in  arms  soon ;  if  not,  we 
lose  our  homes,  and  must  go  east  of  the  Trinity  for  a 
while.  Look  to  our  property— save  it  for  my  family, 
whatever  may  be  my  fate. 

"  I  expect  some  in  about  this  time,  by  Cogley,  and 
wish  you  to  receive  and  take  care  of  it.  I  now  tell 
you,  be  always  ready ;  I  have  not  as  much  confidence 
in  the  people  of  Texas  as  I  once  had ;  they  have  been 
called  on  and  entreated  to  fly  to  aims  and  prevent 
what  has  now  been  done.  I  have  but  three  citizens  in  the 
ranks,  and  though  I  have  called  on  them  for  six  weelcs. 
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not  OTie  yet  arrived,  and  no  assistance  in  bringing  me 
provisions — even  teams  refused  me.  I  feel  too  indig 
nant  to  say  more  about  them.  If  I  was  lionorably  out 
of  their  sex'vice,  I  would  never  re-enter  it. 

"But  I  must  now  play  a  bold  game ;  I  will  go  the 
lolhole  hog.  If  I  am  lost,  be  the  censure  on  the  right 
heads,  and  may  my  wife  and  children,  and  children's 
children,  curse  the  sluggards /or.W(?)".  I  am  too  mad, 
and  too  much  to  do— anything — hwi  fight 

"If  my  family  arrive,  send  my  wife  this  letter. 
Enquire  of  McKinney. 

"  Hoping  for  the  best,  being  prepai'ed  for  the  worst, 
I  am  in  a  devil  of  a  bad  humor. 
"  Farewell. 

"  J.  W.  Faknin,  Jk." 

On  the  moming  of  the  14th  of  March,  Fannin 
received  an  order  from  General  Houston  to  evacuate 
Goliad  and  fall  back  on  Victoria,  when  he  immediate- 
ly despatched  a  courier  to  Ward  to  return  immediately. 
The  courier  not  returning  in  time,  he  sent  a  second, 
and  then  a  third,  neither  of  whom  ever  returned. 

On  the  12th  of- March,  the  advance  of  TJrrea's  army 
reached  Refugio,  and  found  there  twenty  men  com- 
manded by  Captain  King,  who,  with  the  mission  as  a 
fortification,  resolved  to  defend  the  place,  and  sent  for 
assistance   to    Colonel  Fannin,  then  in  command  of 
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Goliad  witt.  about  four  hundred  men.  Colonel  Wai'd, 
witli  about  one  hundred  troops,  was  sent  liy  Colonel 
Fannin  to  the  I'elief  of  Captain  King,  and  at  daylight 
on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  entered  the  mission,  when 
Captain  King  with  thirteen  men  were  sent  out  to 
reconnoitre,  soon  after  which  General  Urrea  sur- 
rounded and  attacked  the  mission  on  all  sides,  but,  after 
repeated  assaults,  was  repulsed  with  a  loss  of  two 
hundred  in  killed  and  wounded,  while  the  Texans  lost 
only  three  severely  wounded. 

General  Urrea,  in  giving  an  account  of  his  attack 
and  defeat  at  Refugio,  says : 

"The  enemy,  though  at  first  confounded  "by  the 
movement,  opened  a  lively  fire  upon  our  infantry,  the 
greater  part  of  whom,  being  recruits  from  Yucatan, 
could  not  sustain  it,  and  fell  back,  nor  could  my 
exertions  avail  to  bring  them  foi-ward  again ;  and  their 
native  officers,  who,  a  few  moments  before,  had  been 
all  boasting  and  arrogance,  disappeared  in  the  most 
critical  moment !  These  soldiers,  with  few  exceptions, 
do  not  understand  Spanish ;  and  the  officers,  unac- 
quainted with  theiv  patois,  found  it  diflicalt  to  make" 
them  understand  the  word  of  command.  The  infantry 
having  fallen  back  upon  a  house  and  court-yard  situ- 
ated at  fifteen  or  twenty  paces  from  the  church,  I 
ordered  a  part  of  the  cavalry  to  alight,  in  order  to 
inspii'it  them  by  their  example,  but  all  Avould  not  do. 
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The  cavalry  alone  were  uuequal  to  cany  tlie  place. 
The  moment  was  m'gent;  and  I  ordered  a  retreat, 
wliich,  however,  could  not  be  effected  with  the  order 
that  disciplined  troops  would  have  maintained." 

After  fighting  gallantly  all  day  long,  and  having 
almost  entirely  exhausted  their  ammunition,  at  night 
the  Tesans  left  their  three  wounded  comrades  in  the 
mission,  and  retreated  towards  Victoria.  On  the 
morning  of  the  loth,  Urrea  took  possession  of  the  mis- 
sion, despatched  and  cast  out  the  dead  bodies  of  the 
wounded  Texans,  placed  therein  his  own  wounded, 
and  followed  in  pursuit  of  Ward's  and  King's  com- 
mands, which  had  separated  the  day  before ;  King 
having  left  the  fortifications  to  reconnoitre,  and  there- 
after having  been  unable  to  re-enter.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  16tli,  the  cavaliy  of  Urrea  came  up  with 
Captain  King  and  the  thirteen  soldiers  under  his 
command,  surrounded  them  in  the  open  prairie,  with 
their  powder  wet,  and  forced  their  surrender,  in  six 
hours  after  which  they  killed  eveiy  one  of  them  ! 

On  the  17th,  Urrea  approached  Goliad,  which  was 
occupied  by  Colonel  Fannin  with  about  three  hundred 
men,  who,  after  slight  skirmishing  on  the  18th,  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th  dismantled  the  fortifications, 
burned  the  buildings,  and  with  his  little  ai'my  com- 
menced his  retreat  towards  Victoria,  and  after  mai-ch- 
ing  nine  miles  from  Goliad,  stopped  to  rest  in  tlie  open 
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prairie,  five  miles  from  the  Coleta,  where  there  was 
abundance  of  water,  not  Relieving  that  the  Meaytcans 
■would  dare  follow  him  ! 

After  a  halt  of  about  an  hour,  Colonel  Fannin  re- 
sumed his  retreat  towards  Victoria,  but  soon  found 
that  while  he  rested  the  Mexicans  had  completely  sur- 
rounded him  in  a  depression  of  the  plain,  six  or  seven 
feet  below  the  surrounding  surface  I 

But  notwithstanding  sueh  a  disadvantageous  posi- 
tion, and  such  an  egregious  blunder,  he  formed  his 
three  hundred  Texans  into  a  hollow  square,  and  're- 
pulsed the  repeated  assaults  of  the  twelve  hundred 
infantry  and  seven  hundred  cavalry  of  the  enemy. 

The  conflict  lasted  from  1  o'clock  p.m.  till  dark, 
when  XJrrea  drew  o:ffi  his  troops  with  a  loss  of  about 
fifty  killed  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  wounded, 
while  the  Texan  loss  was  seven  killed  and  ninty-seven 
woimded. 

Colonel  A.  C.  Horton,  with  twenty-eight  horsemen 
from  Matagorda,  who  joined  Colonel  Fannin  on  the 
16th,  took  no  part  in  this  action.  He  had  been  sent 
forward  to  examine  the  crossing  of  the  Coleta,  but 
hearing  the  noise  of  battle,  galloped  back,  and  seeing 
Fannin  surrounded,  retreated  to  Victoria. 

In  explanation  of  this  retreat,  Captain  Shackleford 
says : 

"  I  candidly  believe,  even  with  the  whole  of  his  force. 
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he   never  could  have  cut  his  way  through  such   an 
immense  nnmber  of  Mexican  cavalry," 
Yoatum  says ; 

"They  had  a  full  view  of  the  engagement;  and,  see- 
ing the  Texana  very  nearly  surrounded  by  so  large 
a  force  of  the  enemy,  Horton's  lieutenant,  Moore^ 
objected  to  any  attempt  to  reach  their  comrades  by 
penetrating  the  Mexican  lines,  alleging  that  they 
would  all  be  cut  to  pieces.  Immediately  he  dashed 
off  in  another  direction,  taking  with  him  nearly  all 
the  party." 

During  the  night,  which  the  Texans  passed  without 
water,  they  dug  trenches,  and  threw  up  breastworks, 
preparing  to  renew  the  conflict  in  the  morning,  while 
the  Mexican  cavalry  sounded  their  bugles  all  around 
them  until  morning. 

K'o  ef!:ort  was  made  to  retreat  or  get  water  during 
the  night,  and  in  the  morning  Col.  Fannin,  who  had 
been  shot  through  the  thigh  during  the  battle,  and 
with  the  other  wounded  was  suffering  agonies  for 
want  of  water,  after  a  consultation  with  his  ofiieers, 
surrendered  himself  and  his  command  as  prisoners  of 
war  to  Gen,  Jose  Urrea,  the  commander  of  the  Mexi- 
can army,  and  were  marched  and  transported  back  to 
Goliad  and  incarcerated  in  the  old  Tnission  of  La  Ba- 
bia,  opposite  the  present  town  of  Goliad, 

Santa  Anna  upon  receiving  information  of    their 
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capture  immediately  ordered  their  execution,  and  on 
Palm  Sunday,  March  27tli,  1836,  the  gallant  Col. 
Fannin  Tvith  his  command,  and  Col.  Ward,  who,  with 
his  command,  was  overtaken  and  captured  the  day  after 
the  surrender  of  Fannin,  were  marched  out  of  the 
mission  on  the  pretence  of  getting  provisions,  and  all, 
to  the  number  of  three  hundred  and  thirty,  shot  down 
in  cold  blood,  their  bodies  denied  aepultnre,  and,  after 
partial  cremation,  left  on  the  open  plain  aa  food  for 
dogs  and  vultures ! 

Twenty-seven  escaped  from  the  slaughter  by  run- 
ning to  the  San  Antonio  Eiver  and  evading  their  pursu- 
era  Of  this  number  was  the  amiable  and  accom- 
plished John  C.  Duval,  whose  companion  or  fileman 
on  this  march  to  death  was  a  large  powerful  fellow, 
who  received  several  balls  in  his  body  at  the  same 
time,  and  falling  down  ujion  John,  covered  his  body 
so  that  the  lancers  who  rode  aloDg  the  line  of  the 
dead  and  wounded  in  order  to  dispatch  all,  passed 
John  without  running  him  through,  when  he  took  to 
his  heels,  gained  the  nver,  plunged  in,  while  a  shower 
of  bullets  followed  him,  swam  for  dear  life,  and 
gained  the  opposite  bank  and  safety. 

After  five  days'  fasting,  thirsting,  and  walking,  he, 
with  two  companions,  got  to  the  Guadalupe  Kiver, 
found  it  swollen  by  recent  rains,  when,  weary  and 
hungry,  i.l  ey  laid  themselves  do\vn  on  the  bank  for  the 
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night,  but  before  sleepiag  tbey  beard  a  pig  squeal 
near  by  tliem.  AH  were  up  in  a  moment  and  went 
for  the  pig,  when  they  found  an  old  sow  with  five 
pigs,  three  of  which  with  great  difficulty  they  cap- 
tared,  and,  after  building  a  fire,  roasted  with  tlie  hair 
on  and  ate  greedily  but  joyfully. 

I  have  heard  John  Duval  say  that  never  before  nor 
since  had  he  ate  such  a  delicious  supper  as  he  did  on 
this  occasion ! 

John  Duval's  account  of  his  escape  is  corroborated 
by  S.  T.  Brown's,  of  the  G-eorgia  battalion,  which 
says : 

"Soon  after  I  made  my  escape,  I  was  joined  by 
John  Duval  and  ■ — —  Holliday,  of  the  Kentucky 
volunteers,  both  of  whom  were  with  me  at  the  massa- 
cre, but  not  until  I  had  swam  across  the  San  Antonio, 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  butchery. 

"  For  five  days  we  had  nothing  to  eat  except  mid 
onions,  which  abound  in  the  country ;  when,  reaching 
the  G-audalupe,  we  found  a  nest  of  young  pig;^,  and 
these  lasted  us  several  days.  In  the  course  of  a  few 
days,  wandering  at  random  in  the  open  country,  often 
wide  off  of  our  supposed  direction,  we  saw  fresh  signs 
of  cavalry,  and  withdi'ew  to  the  swamp,  but  had  been 
perceived  going  there,  and  were  taken  by  two  Mexi- 
cans armed  with  guns  and  swords ;  that  is,  Duval  and 
myself  were  captured ;  Holliday  lay  close  and  was 
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not  discovered.  One  of  tlie  men.  seized  me  and  held 
on ;  Duval  was  placed  between  them  to  follow  on. 
He  sprang  off,  and  one  man  threw  down  his  gun  and 
ran  after  him  in  vain.  Duval  made  his  escape,  and  I 
have  not  seen  him  since." 

Another  poor  fellow,  who  was  not  shot  to  death, 
when  the  Mexican  lancers  passed  along  after  the  in- 
fantry had  done  their  work  feigned  to  be  dead,  but 
not  looking  like  a  eoipse,  a  Mexican  plunged  his 
lance  through  his  breast  in  order  to  finish  him. 

The  wounded  Texan,  knowing  that  death  would 
surely  follow  such  a  rash  act,  moved  not  a  limb  of  his 
body  nor  a  muscle  of  his  face,  but  preserved  hia 
feigned  but  not  lifeless  appearance,  to  the  best  of  his 
ability,  and  after  the  Mexicans  retired  from  this  field 
of  slaughter,  although  shot  and  then  thrust  through 
the  body,  he  crawled  to  the  San  An.tonio  River,  made 
his  escape,  I'ecovered  from  his  wounds,  and  attended 
the  Houston  Fair  in  1S74,  where  he  divided  honors 
with  the  surviving  veterans  of  the  Texas  revolution 
on  that  memorable  occasion. 

To  justify  the  murder  of  their  prisoners  taken  at 
San  Patricio,  Refugio  and  Goliad,  the  Mexicans  plead 
a  law  of  their  Supreme  Government,  to  take  no  prison- 
ei%  to  treat  the  rebels  as  pi/rates-,  and  Mil  all  Texans 
found  wiili  arms  in  their  hands.  But  civilization  and 
refinement 
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"  "Will  plead  like  angels,  ti'umpet-tongued,  against 
The  deep  damnation  of  their  taking-off." 

The  Goliad  massacre  thrilled  the  American  heai't 
with  horror  aad  astonishment,  and  was  the  death- 
knell  of  Mexican  power  in  Texas.  No  more  success 
attended  the  victorions  murderers,  and  in  less  than  one 
month  from  the  date  of  theii-  atrocities  at  Goliad, 
they  cried  for  mercy  to  the  heroes  of  San  Jacinto, 
piteoualy  exclaiming :  "  Me  no  Alamo !  me  no 
Goliad ! "  and  to  the  imperishable  honor  and  glory  of 
these  same  heroes,  theii'  lives  were  spai-ed. 

The  severe  lesson  taught  by  the  disasters  of  San 
Patricio,  Refugio  and  Goliad  should  have  learned 
Texans  obedience  to  orders,  endurance  and  fortitude 
in  their  mai'ches,  prudence  in  the  selection  of  their 
camps,  and  watchfnlness  all  the  time. 

Had  Col.  Fannin  obeyed  the  order  of  hie  command- 
ing officer  to  fall  back  to  Gonzales,  or  had  he  marched 
from  Goliad  to  the  Coleta  without  stopping  to  rest,  or 
had  he  selected  a  commanding  position  for  his  camp, 
instead  of  the  lowest  place  in  the  prairie,  his  deplora- 
ble defeat  and  sacrifice  might  have  been  avoided. 

San  Patricio  ivas  sttrprised,  Col.  Grant  vrith  his  com- 
mand was  amhiiscaded,  while  King  and  Ward  lost  the 
way  from  Kef ugio  to  Goliad,  only  thirty  miles  over 
the  prairie ! 

After  contrasting  the  sad  results  of  Texan  blunders 
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at  San  Patrieio,  Kefugio,  and  Goliad  with  the  astute- 
ness displayed  by  the  liei'oes  of  San  Jacinto  in  cliarg. 
ing  the  Mexicans  wliile  napping,  we  can  say  with 
truth ;  Success  attends  the  vigilant,  the  active,  a/ad  the 
brave — not  careless,  sle&piTig  warriors  ! 

About  three  montlvs  after  the  massacre,  the  hones 
and  other  remains  of  CoL  Fannin  and  Ms  comrades 
were  gathered  together  by  some  Texan  troops  com- 
manded by  Gen.  T.  J.  Rusk  and  buried  in  one  com- 
mon grave  about  300  yards  south  of  the  old  mission, 
but  no  monument  marks  the  spot ;  however,  the  pres- 
ent town  of  Goliad,  north  of  the  river,  but  in  sight 
of  the  old  mission,  with  its  beautiful  mansioua,  gar 
dens  and  groves,  will  forever  remind  Tesans  of  the 
Goliad  massacre  and  the  cruel,  savage,  bloodthirsty, 
prisoner-murdering,  priest-ridden  Mexicans,  who  tliere 
murdered  their  brethren. 

This  brings  to  mind  the  addi'ess  of  the  General 
Council,  23d  October,  1835. 

"Like  our  fathers  of  the  Kevolution" — said  the 
address — "  we  have  swoi'n  to  live  fi'ee  or  die  :  like  our 
fathers  of  1776,  we  have  pledged  to  each  other  our 
lives,  fortunes,  and  sacred  honors,  and  have  vowed  to 
drive  every  Mesican  soldier  beyond  the  Rio  Grande, 
or  whiten  the  plains  with  our  bones." 

It  is  said  that  in  anticipation  of  returning  home 
soon,  on  the  vei'}'  evening  before  the  execution,  the 
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prisoners,  who  "were  mostly  planters  and  sons  of  plant- 
ers from  (Georgia  and  Alabama,  were  singing  and 
playing  on  Antes  and  other  musical  instmments, 
"  Home,  sweet  home  ! " 

The  veil  which  hides  the  future  from  the  present  and 
enables  poor  frail,  erring  mortals  to  bear  up  under 
present  misfortunes  and  sufferings,  with  the  hope,  in 
the  end,  of  arriving  at  the  goal  of  success— has  been 
called  the  unei-cy  veil  f 

This  meroy  veil  shut  out  the  impending  horrors  of 
ike  morrow  from  the  poor  prisoners  !  Little  did  they 
dream  of  Mexican  treachery  and  cruelty  ! 

Jack  and  Travis  had  been  prisoners  at  Aiiahnac  in 
1831,  but  they  were  not  killed — the  odious  Bradbnrn 
did  not  murder  his  prisoners  ! 

Even  Austin  had  returned  from  Mexico  after  an 
imprisonment  of  years— the  Mexicans  did  not  murder 
their  prisoners ! 

The  general  condemnation  of  the  President  Greneral, 
Santa  Anna,  for  the  sacrifice  of  so  many  noble  and  gal- 
lant spirits  caused  that  distinguished  butcher  to  make 
the  following  defence,  which  clearly  accounts  for  his 
hating  the  Texans  and  his  ordering  them  to  be  put  to 
death. 

He  says :  "  This  last  event  [the  surrender  of  Fan- 
nin and  his  followers]  has  been  productive  of  much 
evil  to  myself,  and  it  is  therefore  necessary  that  I 
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should  make  a  short  digresaion  respecting  it.  To  avoid 
repetition,  I  make  this  observation  ouce  for  all — the 
war  oi.  Texas  was  not  only  just  on  the  part  of  Mexico, 
but  imperatively  called  for  by  the  undisguised  char- 
acter of  the  hostility  which  provoked  it.  It  is  noto- 
rious tliat  the  soldiers  of  Travis  in  the  Alamo,  those  of 
Fannin  at  Coleta,  the  riflemen  of  Dr.  Grant,  and 
Houston  himself  and  the  troops  of  San  Jacinto,  vrith 
very  few  exceptions,  came  from  New  Orleans  and 
other  points  of  the  neighboring  republic,  exclusively 
to  support  the  rebellion  in  Texas,  having  had  no  previous 
relation  with  the  colonists  or  their  enterprises, 

"  This  country  was  soon  invaded,  not  by  a  nation 
recognized  as  such,  coming  to  vindicate  rights  positive 
or  supposed ;  nor  yet  by  Mexicans,  led  away  by  a 
political  fanaticism  to  defend  or  attack  the  public 
administration  of  their  country  ;  no,  it  was  invaded  by 
men  hurried  on  by  the  lust  of  conquest,  vrith  rights 
far  less  apparent  and  plausible  than  Cortes  and  Pi- 
zarro.  As  for  those  who  raised  the  standard  of  revolt 
throughout  the  immense  territory  which  Mexico  pos- 
sesses, from  Bexar  to  the  Sabine,  what  name  shall  I 
give  them,  or  how  treat  them  %  The  laws,  ever  in 
vigor,  and  whose  strict  observance  the  government 
earnestly  enforces,  term  them  pirates  and  banditti ; 
and  the  nations  of  the  world  would  never  have  for- 
given Mexico  had  she  treated  such  raen  with  the  re- 
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apect  whicb.  is  due  only  to  the  honorable,  the  upright, 
the  respecters  of  the  rights  of  nations.  Till  then  [the 
massacre  at  Goliad],  I  had  enjoyed  among  my  fellow 
citizens  the  reputation — preferable  in  my  mind  to  that 
of  a  brave  man — the  reputation  of  being  humane  after 
victories  won.  So  completely  unfortunate  was  I  des- 
tined to  become,  that  even  the  solitary  virtue,  which 
my  bitterest  enemies  never  denied  me,  is  now  disputed. 
I  am  represented  as  more  ferocious  than  the  tiger  ;  I 
who  was  ambitious  to  be  distinguished  for  nothing  so 
much  as  my  clemency,  in  a  country  that  yields  to  no 
other  in  humane  and  generous  feeling.  The  execution 
of  Fannin  and  his  followers  m  the  ground  on  which 
they  accuse  me  of  having  been  barbarous  and  san- 
guinary. .  .  .  The  prisoners  at  Goliad  stood  condemn- 
ed by  the  law,  by  a  universal  law,  by  the  right  of  self- 
protection,  which  every  nation  and  every  individual 
enjoys.  They  did  not  suri'ender  under  the  form  of 
capitulation,  as  General  Urrea  has  shown  ;  how,  then, 
could  I  turn  the  sword  of  justice  from  their  heads 
without  directing  it  against  my  own  ?  Let  it  be  said 
(though  I  confess  that  such  is  not  my  opinion)  that 
the  law  is  unjust ;  yet  to  impute  the  homicide  to  the 
mere  instrument,  and  not  to  the  hand  that  directs  it, 
can  there  be  greater  blindness  ?  The  prisoners  were 
in  the  highest  degree  embarrassing  to  the  command- 
ant at  Goliad ;  before  taking  to  flight  they  had  set  fire 
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to  the  place  ;  and  nothing  was  left  iis  but  the  church 
to  house  the  sick  and  wounded.  The  sole  security  of 
the  garrison  consisted  of  perpetual  vigilance,  being 
greatly  inferior  in  number  to  the  prisoners ;  our  pro- 
visions were  barely  sufficient  for  our  own  people ;  we 
were  without  cavulry  to  conduct  them  as  far  as  Meta- 
moras.  All  these  considerations,  urged  hy  the  cotn- 
'iTUindmht  oftheplaGe,  weighed  heavily  on  my  mind, 
and  tended  to  bias  my  resolution. 

"  It  has  been  said  that  a  capitulation  was  made ; 
and  although  the  conduct  of  General  Urrea  contra- 
dicts the  assertion,  I  addressed  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject,  begging  that  an  inquiiy  might 
be  instituted,  to  show  that  neither  officially  nor  con- 
fidentially was  any  knowledge  of  the  same  communi- 
cated to  me;  that  had  such  been  the  case,  though 
General  Urrea  had  no  power  to  grant  it,  I  should 
have  been  induced,  on  the  score  of  humanity,  to  appeal 
to  the  sovereign  pity  of  Congress  to  deliver  Fannin 
and  his  soldiers  from  death.  With  less  motive,  and 
taking  advantage  of  their  medical  skill,  several  doc- 
tors were  saved  from  death,  as  well  as  forty  prisoners 
who  were  employed  in  the  constractlon  of  different 
useful  things.  In  fine,  eighty-six  men  taken  in  Copano 
were  saved,  I  having  drawn  up  a  statement  that  it 
appeared  certain  that  they  never  made  use  of  their 
arms,  nor  had  committed   any  depredation^    though 
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taken  witli  arms  in  their  hands  ;  and  having  submit- 
ted the  same  to  Congress,  I  entreated  their  clemency." 
Dr.  John  Shackleford,  a  gentlemen  of   truth  and 
integrity  says : 

"  We  then  raised  a  white  flag,  which  was  responded 
to  by  the  enemy.  Major  AVallace  was  then  sent  out, 
together  with  one  or  two  othei's  who  spoke  the  Mexi- 
can language.  They  shortly  returned,  and  reported 
that  the  Mexican  general  could  capitulate  with  the 
commanding  officer  only.  Colonel  Fannin,  although 
quite  lame,  then  went  out  with  the  flag.  When  he 
was  about  to  leave  om*  lines,  the  emotions  of  my  mind 
were  intense,  and  I  felt  some  anxiety  to  hear  the  de- 
termination of  the  men.  I  remarked  to  him  that  I 
would  not  oppose  a  surrender,  provided  we  could 
obtain  an  honorable  capitulaUon — one  on  which  he 
could  rely ;  that,  if  he  could  not  obtain  such  '  come 
back — our  graves  are  already  dug — let  us  all  be  buried 
together  ! '  To  these  remarks  the  men  responded  in  a 
firm  and  determined  manner,  and  the  colonel  assured 
us  that  he  never  would  surrender  on  any  other  terms. 
He  returned  in  a  short  time  thereafter,  and  communi- 
cated the  substance  of  an  agreement  entei'ed  into  by 
General  Urrea  and  himself.  Colonel  Holzinger,  a 
German,  and  an  engineer  in  the  Mexican  service,  to- 
gether w"ith  several  other  officers,  then  carae  into  our 
lines  to    consummate    the    arrangement.      The   first 
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words  Colonel  Holzinger  uttered,  after  a  very  polite 
bow,  were,  'Well,  gentlemen,  in  eight  days,  liberty 
and  home  !  '  I  heai'd  tliia  diatinctly.  The  terms  of 
tlie  capitulation  were  tben  written  in  both  the  Eng- 
lish and  Mexican  languages,  and  read  two  or  three 
times  by  officers  who  could  speak  and  read  both 
languages.  The  instruments  which  embodied  the 
terms  of  capitulation  as  agreed  on  were  then  signed 
and  interchanged  in  the  most  formal  and  solemn  man- 
ner, and  were  in  substance  as  follows : 

"  1.  That  we  should  be  received  and  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war,  according  to  the  usages  of  the  most 
civilized  nations. 

"  3.  That  private  property  should  be  respected  and 
restored ;  that  the  side-arms  of  the  officers  should  be 
given  up. 

"  3.  That  the  men  should  be  sent  to  Copano,  and 
thence  to  the  United  States  in  eight  days,  or  so  soon 
thereafter  as  vessels  could  be  procured  to  take  them. 

"  4.  That  the  officers  should  be  paroled,  and  return 
to  the  United  States  in  like  manner. 

"  I  assert  most  positively  that  this  capitulation 
was  entered  into,  without  which  a  surrender  never 
would  have  been  made." 

"Here  let  me  remark  that  I  have  read  General 
Urrea's  pamphlet. On  this  point,  as  well  as 
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his  denial  of  any  capitulation,  I  never  read  a  more 
villainous  yaJse/^otx^  from  tlie  pen  of  any  man  wko 
aspired  to  tlie  rank  of  general."^ — lb. 

"  On  passing  from  one  part  of  the  wounded  to  an- 
other, I  made  it  convenient  to  see  Fannin,  and  stated 
to  him  how  badly  we  were  treated. 

"  He  immediately  wrote  to  Gen.  Urrea  adverting  to 
the  terms  of  our  capitulation.  Urrea  wrote  to  Por- 
tilla  in  answer :  '  Treat  the  prisoners  with  considera- 
tion, and  particularly  their  leader,  Fannin.'  " 

Gen.  tJrrea's  pamphlet,  referred  to  by  Dr.  ShacHe- 
ford,  contains  the  following  extracts  from  his  campaign 
diary  :  "  All  the  assurance  I  could  make  him,  Fannin, 
was,  that  I  would  interpose  in  his  behalf  with  the 
general-in-ehief,  which  I  accordingly  did,  in  a  letter 
from  Victoria. 

"  After  my  ultimatum,  the  leaders  of  the  enemy's 
forces  conferred  together,  and  the  result  of  their  de- 
liberations was  to  surrender  upon  the  terms  proposed. 
They  at  the  same  time  gave  orders  to  those  under 
their  command  to  come  forth  and  pile  their  arms. 
Nine  pieces  of  artillery,  three  standards,  more  than  a 
thousand  muskets,  a  quantity  of  pistols,  rifles,  and 
dirks,  of  superior  quality,  a  number  of  wagons,  and  a 
considerable  quantity  of  provisions,  together  with 
about /OK)'  hundred  prisoners,  remained  in  the  liands 
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of  tte  army,  among  wliom  were  ninty-seveu  wounded, 
Fannin,  and  others  of  tte  leading  men  being  among 
tlie  number.  I  gave  orders  that  tlie  whole  of  them, 
Tvith  their  baggage,  should  march  to  Goliad,  guarded 
by  two  hundred  infantry,  and  that  such  of  the  wound- 
ed as  were  unable  to  proceed  should  be  conveyed  in 
carts,  wagons,  and  other  vehicles  found  in  the  enemy's 
camp.  Twenty-seven  of  their  dead,  of  the  day  pre- 
vious, were  interred,  together  ■uuth  eleven  of  our  own. 
"We  had  fort^-niTie  soldiers  wounded,  andj^tie  officers, 
among  whom  was  Captain  Ballasteros,  severely." 

"March  21, — At  daybreak  I  continued  my  march, 
and  at  seven  o'clock  took  possession  of  Victoria. 

"  Ma/>'ch  22. — I  marched,  with  two  hundred  foot 
and  fifty  horse,  to  a  mountain  pass  called  JJm  J'untciH. 
Here  I  met  with  four  men  from  Ward's  company, 
who  were  in  search  of  provisions,  and  from  them  I 
learned  that  the  whole  band  was  in  ambush  in  a 
neighboring  wood.  I  immediately  surrounded  it,  and 
sent  in  one  of  the  prisoners  to  announce  to  his  leader 
and  companions,  that  unless  they  surrendered  at  dis- 
cretion they  would  be  cut  to  pieces.  Mr.  Ward, 
known  under  the  title  of  their  colonel,  desired  to 
speak  with  me;  and  after  a  few  minutes'  conversa- 
tion, he  with  hig  troop  of  one  htindred  men  surren- 
dered at  discretion. 

'■'■  Ma/reJi '^■i. — In  this  place  I  received  advice  that 
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fciglity-two  of  the  enemy  liad  suiTendered  in  CopaQO, 
witli  all  their  arms,  ammunition,  and  provisions." 

But  Santa  Anna's  order  to  Urrea  convicts  him. 
It  is  as  follows  : 

"  To  G-ENEEAL  XJrbba,  Oommauder,  etc. : 

[Official]  "  In  respect  to  the  prisoners  of  whom 
you  speak  in  your  last  communication,  you  must  not 
fail  to  bear  in  mind  the  circular  of  the  Supreme  Gov- 
ernment, in  which  it  ie  decreed,  that  foreigners  invad- 
ing the  republic,  and  taken  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
shall  be  judged  and  treated  as  pirates ;  and  as,  in  my 
view  of  the  matter,  every  Mexican  guilty  of  the  crime 
of  joining  these  adventurers  loses  the  rights  of  a  citi- 
zen by  his  unnatural  conductj  the  five  Mexican  pris- 
oners whom  you  have  taken  ought  also  to  su:flcer  aa 
traitors." 

[Unofficial.]  "  In  regard  to  foreigners  who  make 
war,  and  those  unnatural  Mexicans  who  have  joined 
their  cause,  you  will  remark  that  what  I  have  stated 
to  you  officially  is  in  accordance  with  the  foiTaer  pro- 
visions of  the  Supreme  Government.  An  example  ia 
necessary,  in  order  that  those  adventurers  may  be  duly 
warned,  and  the  nation  be  delivered  from  the  ills  she 
is  daily  doomed  to  sufEer. 

"Antohio  Lopez  db  Sahta  Ahna. 

'■Qbhbkal  QijAKraitB,  Bexab,  MarcJi,  ^3,  1630." 
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"  To  Geiteral  Ueeba,  etc.  : 

"  Under  date  of  the  present,  I  have  stated  to  the 
commandant  of  the  post  of  Goliad,  aa  follows : 

"By  a  cominnnication  made  to  me  by  Colonel  D.  F. 
Garay,  of  .that  place,  I  am  informed  that  there  have 
been  sent  to  you  by  General  Urrea,  two  hundred  and 
thirty-four  prisoners,  taken  in  the  action  of  Mwinal 
del  Perdido  (Coleta),  on  the  19th  and  20th  of  the 
present  month ;  and  as  the  Supreme  Government  has 
ordered  that  all  foreigners  taken  with  ai'ms  in  their 
hands,  making  war  upon  the  nation,  shall  be  treated 
as  pirates,  I  have  been  surprised  that  tlie  circular  of 
the  said  Supreme  Government  has  not  been  fully  com- 
plied with  in  this  pai-ticular.  /  therefore  order  that 
you  should  give  vrrnned/iate  effect  to  the  said  ordinance 
in  respect  to  all  those  foreigners  who  have  yielded  to 
the  force  of  arms,  having  had  the  audacity  to  come  and 
insult  the  republic,  to  devastate  with  fii'e  and  sword, 
as  has  been  the  case  in  Goliad,  causing  vast  detriment 
to  our  citizens;  in  a  word,  shedding  the  precious 
blood  of  Mexican  citizens,  whose  only  crime  has  been 
their  fidelity  to  their  country.  I  trust  that,  in  reply 
to  this,  you  will  inform  me  that  jjublio  vengeance  has 
been  satisfied  by  the  punishment  of  such  detestable 
delinquents.  I  transcribe  the  said  decree  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  your  guidance,  and  that  you  may  strictly 
fulfil  the  same,  in  the  zealous  hope  that,  for  the  future, 
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the  provisions  of  the  Supreme  Grovernment  may  not, 
for  a  moment,  be  infi'inged. 

"Abtonio  Lopez  de  Sahta  Ahsa. 

'■  Hbadquahtees,  Besah,  jl/iirc/iau,  1836.'' 

If  any  other  proof  should  be  necessary  to  convict 
him,  the  reader  is  supplied  with  the  following  : 

"  From  the  ComTnanda-nt  at  Goliad  to  General  Ilrrea. 

'*  In  compliance  with  the  definitive  orders  of  his 
excellency  the  general-in-chief,  which  I  received  direct, 
at  four  o'clock  to-moiTow  morning  the  prisoners  sent 
by  you  to  this  fortress  will  be  shot.  I  have  not  ven- 
tured to  execute  the  same  sentence  on  those  who  sur- 
rendered to  Colonel  Vara,  at  Copano,  being  unac- 
quainted with  the  particular  eircumstancea  of  their 
smTender ;  and  I  trust  you  will  be  pleased  to  take 
upon  yourself  to  save  my  responsibility  in  this  regard, 
by  informing  me  what  I  am  to  do  with  thero. 

"  J.  N.  DE  PORTILLA. 
"  Goliad,  McercK  S6, 1836." 

Fwriher  from  the  XHary  of  General  Urrea. 

^^  March  24-27.— These  days  were  passed  in  neces- 
sary regulations,  in  refitting  the  troops,  and  in  the 
care  of  the  sick  and  wounded.  On  the  25th  I  sent 
'\\'"ard  and  Hs  comjjanions  to  Goliad.     On  the  27th, 
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between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  in  tiie  morning,  I  received 
a  communication  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Portilla, 
military  commandant  of  Goliad,  informing  me  tliat  he 
had  received  an  order  from  his  excellency  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, to  shoot  all  the  pr^onera  there,  and 
that  he  had  resolved  to  comply  with  the  same.  The 
order  in  question  was  received  by  Portilla  at  seven 
o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  ;  he  communicated 
it  to  me  the  same  date,  but  necessarily  it  only  came  to 
ray  knowledge  after  the  execution  had  taken  place. 
Every  soldier  in  my  division  was  confounded  at  the 
news ;  all  was  aTuazement  and  consternation.  I  was 
no  less  struck  to  the  heart  than  my  companions  in 
arms,  who  stood  there  the  witnesses  of  my  sorrow ; 
let  one  of  those  present  at  that  painful  moment  deny 
the  fact.  More  than  a  Jiundred  mid  fifin/  of  those 
who  fortunately  remained  with  me  escaped  this  catas- 
trophe, consisting  of  those  who  had  sun'endered  at 
Copano,  together  with  the  surgeons  and  young  men 
whom  I  had  placed  to  tend  on  the  hospitals,  whose 
services,  as  well  as  those  of  many  of  the  prisoners, 
were  very  important  to  the  army. 

"  The  melancholy  event  of  whicii  I  here  speak  has 
caused  a  more  than  ordinary  sensation,  not  only  among 
my  own  countrymen,  but  among  strangers  the  most  dis- 
tant from  us.  Kor  have  those  been  wanting  who  would 
fix  the  fearful  responsibility  on  me,  although  nothing 
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could  be  more  clear  aud  unequivocal  than  my  conduct 
in  regard  to  this  horrid  transaction. 

"  Nothing  could  be  more  painful  to  me  than  the 
idea  of  sacrificing  so  many  gallant  men,  and  particu- 
laily  the  amiable,  spirited,  and  soldier-Hke  Fannin. 
They  certainly  surrendered  in  the  full  confidence  that 
Mexican  generosity  would  not  be  sterile  in  their  re- 
gard; they  assuredly  did  ao,  or  otherwise  they  would 
have  resisted  to  the  la-st,  and  sold  their  lives  as  dearly 
as  possible." 

The  conclusion  is  plain,  Urrea  tried  to  save  his  pns- 
oners,  but  Gen.  Santa  Anna  refused,  and  oi'dered  their 
execution — he  alone  is  responsible  for  the  Goliad 

Massacre. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Tlie  Ifetreat  of  Gen.  Houston  from.  Gonznles  to  tUe  Navidad;  thence  to 
the  Colorado  and  the  Brazos.— Santa  Anna  passes  hun. — The  I'viin 
Sisters. — The  Panic. — Addresa  of  the  SecretBi7  of  War. — Houston  pm'- 
auea  Santa  Anna.— The  two  encamp  on  the  plains  of  San  Jadnto. 

~VTTE  will  now  turn  from  the  sad  and  mournfu] 
'  '  details  of  the  fate  of  the  noble  and  gallant 
gentlemen  who  perished  at  Groliad,  to  the  operationa 
of  General  Houston  and  his  army  at  Gonzales.  On 
the  6th  of  March,  the  memorable  date  of  "the  fall 
of  the  Alamo,  he  set  out  from  San  Felipe  for  Gon- 
zales, and  arrived  there  just  in  time  to  hear  its 
mothers,  widows,  and  oiphans  weeping  and  agonizing 
over  the  loss  of  their  sons,  husbands,  and  fathers,  who, 
after  fighting  like  heroes  against  overwhelming  num- 
bers, died  as  the  bravest  of  the  brave  at  the  Thei'mo- 
pylge  of  Texas.  As  Capt.  R.  E.  Handy  wrote  to 
J.  J.  R.  Pease :  "  For  four-and-twenty  hours  after  the 
news  reached  us,  not  a  sound  was  heard,  save  the. 
ivild  shrielis  of  women,  and  the  heart-rending  screams 
of  their  fatherless  children.  Little  groups  of  men 
might  be  seen  in  various  comers  of  the  town,  brood- 
ing over  the  past,  and  speculating  of  the  future ;  but 
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tliey  scarcely  spoke  above  a  whisper.  The  public 
and  private  grief  were  alike  heavy.  It  sank  deep 
iuto  the  heart  of  the  rudest  soldier." 

Gen.  Houston  at  first  did  not  believe  the  repoi-t, 
and  wrote  to  the  chairman  of  the  military  committee 
on  the  13th  March:  "  I  am  using  all  my  endeavors  to 
get  a  company  to  send  in  view  of  the  Alamo  ;  and,  if 
possible,  arrive  at  the  cei-tainty  of  what  all  believe — 
its  fall.  The  scarcity  of  horses,  and  the  repulse  of  a 
party  of  twenty-eight  men,  the  other  day,  within 
eighteen  miles  of  Bexar,  will,  I  apprehend,  prevent 
the  expedition. 

"  This  moment.  Deaf  Smith  and  Henry  Karnes  have 
assured  me  that  they  will  proceed  in  sight  of  Bexai- ; 
and  return  within  three  days.  The  persons,  whose 
statement  is  enclosed  for  your  infoi-mation,  are  in 
custody ;  and  I  wall  detain  them,  for  the  present,  as 
spies. 

"I  beg  leave  to  suggest  tbe  great  importance  of  for- 
tifications on  Live-Oak  Point  and  Copano,  and  the 
defence  of  Matagorda  and  Lavaca  Bays. 

"  You  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  adopt  and  pursue 
such  course  of  conduct  as  the  present  emergencies  of 
the  country  require,  and  as  the  means  placed  at  my 
disposal  may  enable  me  to  do,  for  the  defence  of  the 
counti-y  and  the  protection  of  its  inhabitants. 

"The  projected  expedition  to  Matamoras,  imder  the 
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agency  of  tlie  Council  iiis  already  cost  us  over  two 
huiidred  and  tliirty-seven  lives ;  and  wtere  the  effects 
are  to  end,  none  can  foresee.  Dr.  Grant's  party, 
as  well  as  Colonel  Jolinson's,  have  been  murdered 
Major  Monis,  as  reported,  was  struck  down  with  a 
lance  while  gallantly  fighting.  Dr.  Grant  surren- 
dered, and  was  tied  by  the  enemy.  Be  pleased  to 
send  all  possible  aids  to  the  army ;  and  keep  an  eye 
to  the  coast. 

"  Intelligence  fi'om  the  seat  of  government,  if  favor- 
able, has  a  most  happy  effect  upon  the  spirits  of  the 
men.  Frequent  expresses  sent  to  me,  may  be  highly 
beneficial  to  the  army." 

"  On  the  night  of  the  same  day,  after  burning  Gon- 
zales to  the  ground,  he  retreated  eastward,  before  the 
victorious  Mexicans,  attended  by  the  panic-stricken 
inhabitants  of  Gonzales  and  the  siiiTounding  country," 

The  following  official  letter  explains  the  cause  and 
gives  an  account  of  his  situation  : 

"  Camp  at  Natidad,  Mai-<^i  15,  1S30. 

"  To  James   CoLLiNGSwoiwi-r, 

'■'■Chairman  of  MiliUwy  Gomndttee. 

"  Sir  :  Since  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  from 

Gonzales,  the  lady  of  Lieutenant  Dickinson,  who  fell 

at  the  Alamo,  has  arrived,  and  confirms  the  fall  of 

that  place,  and  the  circumstances,  pretty  much  as  my 


dbyGoogle 


224  EISTOBY  OF  TEXAS. 

express    detailed  tliem.      She   returned  in  company 
witli  two  negroes— one  the  servant  of  Colonel  Travis, 
the  other  a  servant  of  Colonel  Almonte.     They  both 
corroborate  the  statement  first  made  and  forwarded 
to  yon.       Other  important    intelligence  arrived    at 
Gonzales — that  the    army  of   Santa   Anna  had  en- 
camped at  the  Cibolo  on  the  night  of  the  11th  inst., 
after  a  march  of  twenty-four  miles  that  day.     The 
army  was  to  encamp  on  the  12th  at  Sandy,  and  pro- 
ceed direct  to  Gonzales.     The  number  of  the  enemy 
could  not  be  ascertained,  but  was  represented  as  ex- 
ceeding two  thousand  infantry.     Upon  this  statement 
of  facts,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  fall  back  and  take  post 
on  the  Colorado,  near  Biirnham's,  which  is  fifteen 
miles  distant  from  this  point.     My  morning  report, 
on  my  arrival  in  camp,  showed  three  hundred  and 
seventy  fonr  efBeetive  men,  without  two  days'  provis- 
ions, many  without  arms,    and  others  mthout  any 
ammunition.      We  conld  have  met  the  enemy,  and 
avenged  some  of  our  wrongs ;  bnt,  detached  as  we 
were,  without  supplies  for  the  men  in  camp,  of  either 
provisions,  ammunition,  or  artilleiy,  and  remote  from 
succor,  it  would  have  beeit  madness  to  hazard  a  con- 
test.    I  had  been  in  camp  two  days  only,  and  had 
succeeded  in  organizing  the  troops.     But  they  bad 
not  been  taught  the  first  principles  of  the  drill.     If 
starved  out,  and  the  camp  once  broken  up,  there  was 
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no  hope  for  tlie  future.  By  falling  back,  Texas  can 
rally,  and  clef  eat  any  force  tliat  can  come  against  her. 
"  I  received  the  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  advance 
between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  at  night ;  and,  before 
twelve,  we  were  on  the  march  in  good  order,  leaving 
a  number  of  spies,  who  remained  and  were  reinforced 
nest  morning  by  a  number  of  volunteers  and  brave 
spirits  from  Peach  Creek.  H,  Karnes,  R.  E.  Handy, 
and  Captain  Clienowith,  have  been  very  active.  Only 
about  twenty  persons  desei-ted  the  camp  (from  the 
first  sensation  produced  by  the  intelligence)  up  to 
this  time.  I  intend  desertion  shall  not  be  frequent ; 
and  I  regret  to  say  that  I  am  compelled  to  regard  as 
deserters  all  who  have  left  camp  ivithont  leave ;  to 
demand  their  apprehension;  and  that,  whenever  ar- 
rested, they  be  sent  to  me  at  head-quarters  for  trial. 
They  have  disseminated  throughout  the  frontier  such 
exaggerated  reports  that  they  have  produced  dismay 
and  consternation  among  the  people  to  a  most  dis- 
tressing extent. 

"  I  do  not  apprehend  the  immediate  approach  of  the 
enemy  upon  the  present  settlements ;  I  mean  those  on 
the  Colorado,  for  the  countiy  west  of  it  is  an  unin- 
habited waste.  This  season  the  grass  refuses  to  grow 
on  the  prairies. 

""When  the  approachof  the  enemy  was  known,  there 

were  but  two  public  wagons  and  two  yoke  of  oxen  in 
10* 
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camp,  and  the  few  horses  we  had  were  very  poor.  I 
hope  to  reach  the  Colorado  on  to-morrow,  and  collect 
an  army  in  a  short  time.  I  sent  my  aide-de-camp. 
Major  "William  T.  Austin,  to  Columbia  this  morning, 
for  munitions  and  supplies,  to  be  sent  me  immediately ; 
and  to  order  the  troops  now  at  Velasco  to  join  me, 
provided  tbey  had  not  been  previously  ordered  by 
you  to  fortify  Copano  and  Dimit's  Landing,  I  am 
fearful  Goliad  is  besieged  by  the  enemy.  My  order 
to  Colonel  Fannin,  directing  the  place  to  be  bloivn  up, 
the  cannon  to  be  sunk  in  the  river,  and  to  fall  bacfe 
on  Victoria,  would  reach  him  before  the  enemy  could 
advance.  That  they  have  advanced  upon  the  place 
in  strong  force,  I  have  no  doubt ;  and  when  I  heard 
of  the  fall  of  the  Alamo,  and  the  number  of  the 
enemy,  I  knew  it  must  be  the  case. 

"  Our  forces  must  not  be  shut  up  in  forts,  where 
they  can  neither  be  supplied  with  men  nor  provisions. 
Long  aware  of  this  fact,  I  directed,  on  the  16th  of 
January  last,  that  the  artillery  should  be  removed, 
and  the  Alamo  blown  up ;  but  it  was  prevented  by 
the  expedition  upon  Matamoras,  the  author  of  all  our 
misfortunes. 

"  I  hope  that  our  cruisers  on  the  gulf  will  be  active, 

and  that  Hawkins  and  may  meet  the  notice  of 

the  Grovernment.    Let  the  men  of  Texas  rally  to  the 
Colorado ! 
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"  Enclosed  you  will  receive  the  address  of  General 
Santa  Anna,  sent  by  a  negro,  to  tlie  citizens.  It  is  in 
Almonte's  handwriting.  Santa  Anna  was  in  Bexar 
when  the  Alamo  was  taken.  His  force  in  all,  in 
Texas,  is,  I  think,  only  five  or  six  thousand  men — 
though  some  say  thirty  thousand  1  This  cannot  be 
tme.  Encourage  volunteers  from  the  United  States 
—but  I  am  satisfied  we  can  save  the  country.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  Council,  we  would  have  had  no 
reverses.  We  must  have  the  friendship  of  the  Co' 
manches  and  other  Indians. 

"  Gonzales  is  reduced  to  ashes  ! 

"  I  have  the  honor,  etc, 
"  Sam  Houston, 

"  Qommandiiig  GeneraV 

From  the  Navidad  he  fell  back  to  Burnham's,  on 
the  Colorado,  and  on  the  17th  of  March  \^Tote  to  Col- 


"  To-day,  at  half -past  four  in  the  afternoon,  I 
reached  this  point  with  about  six  hundred  men,  in- 
cluding my  rear-gnard,  which  is  a  few  miles  behind 
with  the  families,  which  were  not  known  to  be  on  the 
route  as  the  army  marched,  and  for  which  the  guard 
were  sent  back. 

"  It  pains  my  heart  that  such  consternation  sliould 
have  been  spread  by  the  deserters  from  camp.     We 
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are  here ;  and,  if  only  three  hundred  men  remain  on 
this  side  of  the  Brazos,  I  will  die  with  them,  or  con- 
quer our  enemies.  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest 
the  assemblage  of  the  troops  at  this  point.  It  covers 
more  of  the  country  than  any  other  known  to  me, 
When  they  are  assembled,  I  will  detach  suitable  num- 
bers to  each  point  as  I  may  deem  best" 

On  the  23d,  says  Yoakum,  the  government  in- 
formed him  that  "ordera  were  in  execution  for  the 
mustering  into  service  of  two-thirds  of  the  militia  of 
the  country.  '  These,'  said  the  Secretary  of  War, 
'  with  the  aid  from  the  United  States,  will,  if  you' 
can  hold  the  enemy  in  checli  long  enough  for  their 
concentration,  present  an  insurmountable  barrier  to 
the  progress  of  the  enemy  into  the  country.'  '  One 
great  object  should  be,'  observes  the  Secretary  of  War,, 
in  a  letter  of  the  same  date, '  to  hold  him  in  check 
until  reinforcements  and  supplies  can  reach  you. 
Every  means  has  been  put  into  requisition  for  the 
purpose  of  forwarding  on  both.'  " 

On  the  same  day  he  wi'ote  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
unofficially: 

"  Dear  Coloitbl  :  To-day  I  had  the  pleasure  to  re- 
ceive your  two  letters  by  Mr.  Walker.  I  thank  you 
for  them,  and  snatch  a  moment  from  the  press  of  busi- 
ness to  say  a  few  things  in  compliance  with  your  re- 
quest, as  well  as  to  gratify  my  personal  feelings.     I 
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have  liad  no  aid  or  assistance  bnt  my  friend  Hockley, 
■who  now  fills  your  former  station.  By-the-by,  I  ofEer 
you  my  gratnlations  on  your  advancement.  I  trust 
you  will  find  in  me  a  worthy  subaltern.  You  Iniow 
I  am  not  easily  depressed,  but,  before  my  God,  since 
we  parted,  I  have  found  the  dai'kest  hours  of  my  past 
life !  My  excitement  has  been  so  great,  that,  for 
forty-eight  hours,  I  have  not  eaten  an  ounce,  nor  have 
I  slept.  I  was  in  constant  apprehension  of  a  rout ; 
a  constant  panic  existed  in  the  lines :  yet  I  managed 
so  well,  or  such  was  my  good  luck,  that  not  a  gnn 
was  fired  in  or  near  the  camp,  or  on  the  march  (except 
to  kill  beef),  from  the  Guadalupe  to  the  Colorado. 
AIL  would  have  been  well,  and  all  at  peace  on  this 
side  of  the  Colorado,  if  I  could  only  have  had  a  mo- 
ment to  start  an  express  in  advance  of  the  desertei-s ; 
but  they  went  first,  and,  being  panic-struck,  it  was 
contagious,  and  all  who  saw  them  breathed  the  poison 
and  fled.  It  was  a  poor  compliment  to  me  to  suppose 
that  I  would  not  advise  the  Convention  of  any  neces- 
sity "wLich  might  arise  for  their  removal.  I  sent 
word  and  advices,  the  first  moinent  of  leisui'e,  to  the 
Convention ;  and  all  was  calm  in  my  communications 
to  Mr.  Collingsworth.  I  had  to  advise  ti'oops  and 
persons  of  my  falling  back,  and  had  to  send  one 
guard  thirty  miles  for  a  poor  blind  widow  (and  six 
children),  whose  husband  was  killed  in  the  Alamo. 
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The  families  are  now  all  on  tliis  side  of  tlie  Guada- 
lupe. These  things  pained  me  inlinitely,  and,  with 
the  responsibility  of  my  command,  weighed  upon  me 
to  an  agonizing  extent. 

"This  moment  an  express  has  amved,  and  states 
that  Fannin  took  up  his  retreat  on  Saturday  last 
(19th),  and,  a  few  miles  from  La  Bahia,  he  was  at- 
tacked by  the  Mexican  army  and  surrounded  about 
an  hour  and  a  half  before  simdown.  The  battle  con- 
tinued in  the  night,  and  the  result  is  not  known.  The 
express  states  that  Colonel  "Ward's  command  had  not 
returned.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  matters  stand. 
I  will  try  and  make  a  good  report  for  the  future. 
The  Matamoras  policy,  I  hope,  is  now  run  out ;  and  the 
evils,  growing  out  of  the  conduct  of  the  Council,  ended. 

"Changing  this  from  a  familiar  to  an  official  charac- 
ter, I  must  say  that,  if  we  are  to  meet  an  accession  of 
force,  which  must  be  the  case  if  Fannin  is  cut  of?,  we 
must  have  the  strength  of  the  country.  Ai-ms  and 
ammunition  have  just  reached  camp,  and  I  hope  what 
men  we  have  will  be  well  armed  and  supplied  -udth 
fighting  materials, 

"  Two  spies  have  been  taken  to-day,  and  they  repoi't 
the  force  of  the  enemy  in  this  quarter  less  than  I  had 
before  heard  it.  Let  the  Mexican  force  be  what  it 
may,  if  the  country  will  turn  out,  we  can  beat  them. 
The  retreat  of  the  government  will  have  a  bad  effect 
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on  tl^e  troops,  and  I  am  half-provoked  at  it  myself. 
The  Mexicans  cannot  fight  us  upon  anything  like  fail- 
terms.  ...  I  will  get  any  advantage  I  can  if  I  fight. 
If  what  I  have  heard  from  Fannin  be  true,  I  deplore 
it,  and  can  only  attribute  the  ill  luck  to  his  attempt- 
ing to  I'etreat  in  daylight  in  the  face  of  a  superior 
force.     He  is  an  ill-fated  man. 

"  Do  all  you  can.  The  troops  are  in  fine  spirits, 
but  how  this  news  will  affect  them  I  know  not.  Our 
spies  have  taken  two  of  the  enemy  to-day,  but  I  have 
not  yet  had  time  to  examine  them.  I  will  in  a  few 
moments. 

"24i7i. — I  have  examined  the  spies,  and  they  repre- 
sent the  enemy  much  weaker  than  all  former  reports. 
They  say  Sesma  has  not  more  than  seven  hundred 
men,  and  one  says  sis  hundred." 

Reinforcements  came  in  veiy  slowly,  yet  by  the 
25th  the  Texan  army  had  inci-eased  to  seven  hundred 
men,  and  General  Houston  was  making  preparations 
to  attack  the  advancing  enemy,  when  the  sad  news 
of  the  defeat  and  surrender  of  Fannin  and  his  army 
at  the  Coleta,  on  the  20th,  and  the  capitulation  of 
Ward  and  King's  commands  on  the  16th  and  20th 
of  March,  1836,  threw  a  damper  over  the  cause  of 
Tesaii  independence,  his  troops  and  himself,  causing 
the  retreat  of  the  Tesans  from  the  Colorado  to  San 
:,  where  they  arrived  on  the  28th. 
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The  next  day  he  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  "War, 
Col  T.  J.  Rusk  : 

"Camp  beak  Mill  Creek,  Mm-eh  39, 1835. 
"  Sib;  On  my  arrival  on  the  Braaos,  bad  I  consulted 
the  wishes  of  all,  I  should  have  been  like  the  ass  be- 
tween two  stacks  of  hay.  Many  wished  me  to  go  be- 
low, others  above.  I  consulted  none.  I  held  no 
councils  of  war.  If  I  err,  the  blame  is  mine.  I  find 
Colonel  Hockley,  of  my  staff,  a  sage  counsellor  and 
true  friend.  My  sta:ffi  ai-e  all  woi'tliy,  and  merit  well 
of  me. 

"  There  was  on  yesterday,  as  I  understood,  much  dis- 
content in  the  lines,  because  I  would  not  fail  down 
the  river.  If  it  should  be  wise  for  me  to  do  so,  I  can 
cross  over  at  any  time,  and  fall  down  to  greater  ad- 
vantage and  safety.  I  apprehend,  in  consequence  of 
my  falling  back,  that  the  enemy  may  change  their 
route  to  Matagorda.  I  ordered  all  the  men 
on  the  coast,  and  those  arriving  from  the  United  S 
at  or  south  of  Velasco,  to  remain  and  fortify  at  some 
safe  point ;  and,  on  yesterday,  I  sent  Colonel  Harcourt, 
as  principal  engineer  of  the  army,  down  to  the  coast, 
to  erect  fortifications  at  the  most  eligible  point  of  de- 
fence. I  placed  at  his  disposal  the  resources  of  the 
lower  country  for  its  defence  and  protection. 

"  I  pray  God  that  you  would  get  aid,  speedy  aid,  from 
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tte  United  States ;  or,  after  all  inducements,  we  muat 
sufBer,  I  hope  to-day  to  receive  ninety  men  from  the 
Ked-lands.  I  cannot  now  tell  my  force,  but  will  soon 
be  able.  The  enemy  must  be  crippled  by  the  fights 
they  have  had  with  our  men.  I  have  ordered  D.  C.  Bar- 
rett and  E.  Gritton  to  be  arrested  and  held  subject  to 
the  future  order  of  the  government.  I  do  think 
they  ought  to  be  detained  and  tried  as  traitors  and 
spies. 

"  For  Heaven's  sake,  do  not  drop  back  again  with 
the  seat  of  government!  Your  removal  to  Harris- 
burg  has  done  more  to  increase  the  panic  in  the  coun- 
try than  anything  elee  that  has  occurred  in  Texas, 
except  the  fall  of  the  Alamo.  Send  fifty  agents,  if 
need  be,  to  the  United  States.  Whai-ton  writes  me, 
from  Kashville,  that  the  ladies  of  that  place  have 
fitted  out,  at  their  own  expense,  no  less  than  two 
hundred  jnen.  .  .  . 

"  If  matters  press  upon  ns,  for  God's  sake  let  the 
troops  laud  at  Galveston  bay,  and  by  land  reach  the 
Brazos  !  Let  no  troops  march  with  baggage-wagons, 
or  wagons  of  any  kind. 

"Truly,  etc.,  Sam  Hol'stok." 

"  To-day  I  send  Captain  Smith  to  you,  agreeably  to 
your  order.  Gi'eat  prosperity  to  you  and  the  coun- 
try, etc." 
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After  writing  this  letter  to  tlie  Secretary  of  "War, 
on  the  same  day  he  wrote  to  his  fiiend,  William 
Christy,  a  nolle  and  valuable  friend  to  Texas,  the  fol 
lowing  patriotic  appeal : 

"  Hbad-quaeters,  Camp  Mill  Oebek,  Mareli  20, 18SG. 

"  To  "William  Cheisty,  New  Orleans. 

"  Dear  Sib  :  I  have  ordered  Captain  David  IS.  Burke 
and  Edward  Conrad  to  New  Orleans,  to  procure  men 
for  the  army  of  Texas.  The  presenfis  probably  the 
most  important  moment  we  have  to  experience.  We 
now  stand  before  the  world  as  a  nation,  and  stand 
almost  alone.  But  for  the  assistance  upon  which  we 
confidently  I'ely  from  our  brethren  in  the  ITuited 
States,  we  shall  not  be  enabled  to  maintain  the  posi- 
tion we  have  assmned.  With  equal  confidence  I  look 
to  you  for  the  immediate  use  of  all  the  influence  in 
your  power  to  sustain  our  cause.  I  look  to  you  as 
the  most  efficient  and  zealous  agent  of  our  country. 
Do  exert  all  the  talent  and  means  you  can  command, 
for  now  is  the  time  of  need.  Captain  Burke  and  Mr. 
Conrad  will  bear  this  letter  to  you,  with  my  orders  : 
be  good  enough  to  render  them  all  the  assistance  in 
your  power, 

"  I  have  t]ie  honor,  etc., 

"  Sa3I  Houston." 
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The  Goveiiiment  on  the  22d  of  Mai'ch,  was  moved, 
or  ratlier  moved  from  "VVasHiigton  on.  tlie  Brazos  to 
Harrisburg. 

Thq  effect  of  this  move  was  to  increase  the  panic, 
and  cause  soldiers  to  leave  tKe  army  for  the  protection 
of  their  families.     Says  Yoakum : 

"  The  voice  of  sorrow  and  despondency  tliat  came 
from  tlie  flying  inhabitants  touched  the  hearts  of  the 
small  band  who  had  ventured  everything  in  this  last 
effort  for  life  and  liberty.  It  did  more — it  prevented 
volunteers  from  coming  fr'om  the  east.  The  panic,  as 
it  travelled  in  that  direction,  had  greatly  increased. 
Citizens  east  of  the  Keches  believed  their  danger  more 
imminent  than  those  west  of  the  Trinity.  Hence, 
able-bodied  men  were  retained  to  defend  families  and 
neighborhoods.  To  add  to  the  terror  and  distress, 
particularly  in  eastern  Texas,  there  were  some  bad 
men  who  spread  false  alarms  for  the  sake  of  plunder. 
It  was  understood,  and  perhaps  with  some  trath,  that 
all  Ameiieans,  whether  combatants  or  not,  were  to  be 
driven  from  the  country." 

The  gallant  John  W.  Smith,  who  rode  in  and  out 
of  the  Alamo  while  it  was  invested,  wrote:  "I 
find  many  wagons  and  carts  with  lone  families,  and 
three  or  four  men  with  them,  and  many  of  them 
single  men.  If  possible,  an  arrangement  should  be 
made,  and  the  Committees  of  Safety  or  some  other 
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autliority  sliould  stop  and  compel  to  return  to  the 
army  all  persons  not  having  a  passport." 

"  The  extent  of  alarm  and  confusion  arising  from 
the  flight  of  the  citizens  was  at  this  time  most  distress- 
ing. Samuel  P.  Carson,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
writing  to  President  Burnet  from  Liberty,  says  :  "  I 
have  issued  orders  to  two  dlfEerent  persons — one  for 
Trinity  and  one  for  the  leeches— to  press  boats,  etc., 
to  aid  the  people  in  crossing.  The  panic  has  reached 
this  place,  and  the  people  are  all  leaving  Trinity  from 
the  opposite  (west)  side,  and  preparations  making  by 
many  on  this.  The  river  is  rising  rapidly,  and  I  fear 
by  to-night  it  will  be  impassable  for  any  kind  of  car- 
riage. The  '  slues '  on  this  side  are  belly-deep.  There 
must  be  three  hundred  families — I  know  not  the  num- 
ber of  wagons,  carts,  carriages,  etc,  Deatmction  per- 
vades the  whole  country.  I  must  speak  plainly — the 
relations  existing  between  us,  and  the  responsibility 
which  rests  on  us,  make  it  my  duty.  Never  till  I 
reached  Tiinity  have  I  despondedr—l.  will  not  say, 
despawed.  If  Houston  has  retreated,  orbeeu  whipped, 
nothing  can  save  the  people  fi'om  themselves :  their 
oym  conduct  has  brought  this  calamity  on  them  !  If 
Houston  retreats,  the  flying  people  may  be  covered 
in  their  escape.  He  must  be  advised  of  the  state  of 
the  waters,  and  the  impossibility  of  the  people  cross- 
ing." 
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"  In  fact,  on  every  road  leading  eastward  in  Texas, 
were  found  men,  women,  and  children,  moving 
throngli  tlie  country  over  swollen  streams  and  muddy 
roada,  strewing  tke  way  with  their  property,  crying 
for  aid,  and  exposed  to  the  fierce  northers  and  rains  of 
spring.  The  scene  was  distressing  indeed ;  and,  being 
witnessed  by  the  small  but  faithful  army  of  Tesans, 
whose  wives  and  families  they  were,  thus  exposed 
and  snfEering,  nerved  their  arms  and  hearts  for  the 
contest  then  not  distant."     (Yoa]cum  2d,  118,  llff.) 

On  the  31st  of  March,  Gen.  Houston  wrote  to  Col. 
Rnsk,  Secretary  of  War,  from  camp  west  of  Brazos : 

"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  arrival 
at  this  point,  with  a  view  to  receive  reinforcements 
and  supplies.  It  is  the  best  and  nearest  route  to 
Harrisburg,  or  the  Bay,  at  which  I  could  have  struct 
the  Brazos,  and  it  will  prevent  the  whole  coiintry 
passing  the  Trinity.  The  force  of  the  enemy  has 
been  gi-eatly  exaggerated,  I  have  no  doubt.  But  the 
deserter  have  spread  universal  alarm  throughout  the 
countiy. 

"  I  wish  you  to  send  flour,  sugar,  and  coffee,  on  pack- 
horses,  to  this  point,  as  soon  as  possible.  Don't  send 
by  wagons ;  and  let  the  pack-horses  be  well  hobbled 
at  night.  My  horses  and  baggage-wagons  in  camp 
give  me  all  the  care  I  have,  except  my  general  solici 
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tude.  One  of  my  spiea  lias  just  returned  from,  a 
scout,  and  reports  tliat  lie  went  ten  miles  beyond  St. 
Bernard,  on  the  road  to  Beason's,  and  saw  nothing 
of  the  enemy.  Two  others  went  on,  and  said  they 
would  see  the  enemy  if  they  had  to  cross  the  Colo- 
rado. Mr.  E.  Smith  (Deaf)  is  out,  and,  if  living,  I 
will  hear  the  truth  and  all  important  news. 

"  For  Heaven's  sate,  do  allay  the  fever  and  chill 
which  prevails  in  the  country,  aud  let  the  people 
from  the  ea^t  march  to  the  camp !  Supplies  are 
needed  on  the  route  from  Nacogdoches  to  this  point. 
The  enemy  would  have  been  beaten  at  the  Colorado. 
My  intention  was  to  have  attacked  him  on  the  second 
night  after  the  day  on  which  the  news  of  Fannin's  de- 
struction was  reported  by  Kerr — but  for  that  news, 
and  the  march  of  strong  reinforcements,  probably 
airiving  that  night,  to  the  enemy.  Previous  to 
that,  the  troops  were  in  fine  spirits,  and  teen  for 
action. 

"  The  reinforcements  promised  to  our  ai-my  never 
arriving,  has  kept  ns  in  a  mood  not  so  enviable  as 
could  be  wished  for.  Send  daily  expresses  to  me, 
and  do  let  me  know  what  to  rely  upon.  I  must  let 
the  camp  know  something,  and  I  want  everything 
promised  to  be  realized  by  them.  I  hope  I  can  keep 
them  together;  I  have,  thus  far,  succeeded  beyond 
my  hopes,    I  will  do  the  best  I  can ;  but,  be  assured, 
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tlie  fame  of  Jackson  could  never  compensate  me  for 
my  anxiety  and  mental  pain. 

"  I  liave  tlie  honor,  etc., 

"Sam  HoTjeTON." 

"  P.S. — I  have  somewlieve  between  seven  and  eight 
Imndred  effective  men.  Two  nights  since,  when  it 
was  reported  that  the  enemy  were  on  this  side  of  the 
Colorado,  the  citizens  of  San  Felipe  reduced  it  to 
ashes.  There  was  no  order  from  me  for  it.*  I  am 
glad  of  it,  should  the  enemy  march  there.  Our 
troops  have  suffered  from  heavy  rains  and  dreadful 
roads." 

General  Houston  has  been  severely  censured  for 
his  retreat  from  the  Colorado  to  the  Brazos.  Mr. 
Eichardson,  in  his  *'  History  of  Texas,"  says  : 

"  That  an  extensive  and,  in  some  instances,  intense 
excitement  had  been  produced  by  the  fall  of  the  Alamo 
and  its  sequentg,  is  both  natural  and  true.  But  it  is 
equally  true  that  many  brave  men  in  the  west,  whose 
property  and  families  were ,  most  exposed  to  the 
ravages  of  war,  repaired  with  alacrity  to  the  army. 
The  panic  and  its  effects  have  been  exaggerated  for 
selfish  purposes.     The  army  at  Beason's  received  daily 

*  "  It  tas  been  eaid  jou  ordered  the  tmming  of  Srai  Felii>e.  I  taye  con- 
tiadicted  it.  I  would  like  to  'he  fiiUy  eatiefied  on  tlie  subject."— JJaairf 
TJiomas,  Acting  Secretai'y  of  War,  to  G^nei-al  Houston.,  April  8, 183Q. 
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accessions  of  men,  who  came  to  figlit  the  enemy,  and 
preeei've  their  family  hearths  from  desecration.  How 
far  the  people  of  eastern  Texas  yielded  to  the  panic 
we  have  no  reliable  authority  to  assert.  But  Mr. 
Yoatum  had  a  case  to  make  out,  and  he  found  it  ex- 
pedient to  resort  to  quirks  and  quibbles. 

"  Almost  simultaneous  with  Houston's  ai-rival  at 
Beason's,  the  Mexican  General  Sesma,  with  a  force 
variously  estimated  at  600  to  800  men  (60  or  70  be- 
ing cavalry),  and  two  iield-pieces,  took  position  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Colorado.  On  the  20th,  Capt. 
Karnes  crossed  the  river  on  a  spying  trip,  with  five  men. 
He  met  twelve  Mexicans,  and  dispersed  them,  killing 
one,  and  capturing  one  and  three  horses.  Another  pas- 
sage of  the  river  was  made  by  150  men,  but  resulted 
in  nothing.  The  enemy  had  placed  himself  in  a  bend 
of  the  river,  about  midway  between  the  tivo  fords — 
Beason's  and  Dewees'.  From  the  Texan  camp  to  De- 
wees',  around  the  bend,  was  six  to  seven  miles ;  on  a 
straight  line  crossing  the  river,  not  more  than  two 
miles.  To  prevent  Sesma's  crossing  at  Dewees',  Capt. 
Patton  was  detailed,  with  some  fifty  men,  to  that  point ; 
and  soon  afterwards.  Col.  Sherman  was  despatched, 
with  100  men,  to  command  that  interesting  position, 
Sherman's  division  was  soon  enlarged  by  volunteers 
from  outside,  to  350  or  400.  Large  additions  were 
also  made  to  the  camp  at  head-quarters.     Thej'C  is  no 
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one  matter  of  fact  conoected  witli  ttis  campaign  thai; 
lias  been  more  controverted  and  misstated  tlian  tta 
number  of  men  composing  the  army  at  the  Colorado, 
We  truat  tte  subjoined  statements,  by  gentlemen  wlio 
■were  present,  and  of  unimpeachable  veracity,  -ivill  put 
an  end  to  the  strife.  They  are  excerpts  from  manu- 
scripts, which  will  be  left  at  the  office  of  T/ie  Gal- 
veston JVews  for  inspection. 

"  Col.  Ben.  F.  Smith,  acting  Quartermaster  and 
Adjt. -General,  says:  'The  number  of  men  mustered 
in  the  anuy  under  Gen.  Houston,  at  the  time  of  the 
retreat  from  the  Colorado,  mentioned  above,  was 
about  1,360;  and  the  men,  to  a  man,  were  ready  and 
eager  for  battle.'  This  was  sworn  to.  Ex-President 
Anson  Jones,  who  was  with  the  army,  says  :  '  On  the 
morning  we  retreated  from  the  Colorado,  we  had,  by 
the  official  report  of  the  day,  over  1,500  effeetive 
men  (I  think  1,570).  I  assisted  Col.  John  A.  Whar- 
ton, the  Adjt.-General,  in  malting  l^p  his  report.  On 
the  same  morning,  there  were  at  least  100  men  in 
camp  who  had  not  enrolled  themselves  in  any  com- 
pany, but  were  ready  and  willing  to  fight.  On  the 
same  morning,  there  were  many  on  the  way  to  join 
the  army,  enough  to  have  increased  the  number  to 
2,000  or  more  in  ten  days.  On  the  same  day  wo  were 
opposed  by  General  Sesma,  with  only  600  to  700 
men.' 
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"  Major  William  I.  E.  Heard — bia  communication 
being  signed  by  Eli  Mercer — says:  'Our  numerical 
force  was  from  1,500  to  1,600  men,  tlie  morning  tbe 
army  left  tte  Colorado.  I  believe  tiis  because  the 
issuing  commissary  told  me  tliat  morning  that  there 
were  1,600  drew  rations.  The  Mexican  forces  were 
reported  by  our  spies  to  be  between  seven  and  eight 
hundred  men,  at  the  time  our  army  left  the  Colorado. 
Our  men  were  more  ansious  to  engage  the  Mexicans 
than  I  ever  saw  one  set  of  men  to  engage  another, 
except  at  San  Jacinto.' 

"  Col.  Amasa  Turner,  then  commanding  a  company 
of  regulars,  who  joined  the  army  on  the  morning  of 
the  retreat,  and  who  now  lives  ou  the  La  Vaca,  says : 
'  In  relation  to  the  number  of  men  which  composed 
the  army  at  the  time  Gen.  Houston  left  the  Colorado, 
I  am  confident  I  am  not  mistaken.  The  morning  re- 
port, including  Sherman's  command,  was  1,464,  rank 
and  file.  Roman's  and  Fisher's  companies  joined  at 
the  first  camp  (after  the  retreat),  five  miles  from  the 
Colorado.  These  would  swell  the  number  to  1,568, 
at  the  five-mile  camp.'  We  have  a  printed  handbill, 
issued  by  Capt.  John  Sharp,  and  dated  Brazona, 
March  27,  1836,  in  which  the  following  occura :  '  Our 
army,  now  encamped  at  or  near  Beasou's,  on  the  Colo- 
rado, consists  of  1,000  to  1,200  men,  and  reinforce- 
ments coming  in  hourly.     They  are  all  well  armed. 
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witli  plenty  of  provisions,  ammuuition,  etc.,  aud  are 
ia  good  spirits.  On  my  way  down,  I  met  several 
small  companies  pusMng  ou  for  our  camp  ;  and  those 
tliat  came  fi'om  tlie  eastward,  report  from  300  to  500 
men  on  tieir  way  from  that  quarter.'  Capt.  Sliarp 
liad  been  forty  hours  from  the  camp. 

"  Gen.  Houston,  with  at  least  1,500  to  1,600  Texans, 
and  as  brave  a  band  as  ever  drew  a  trigger,  fied  from 
the  Colorado!  Peter  Kerr,  a  worthy  citizen,  now 
residing  in  Burnet  County,  then  a  prisoner  at  the 
ranch  of  Martin  de  Leon,  hearing  of  the  defeat  of  Fan- 
nin, escaped  from  the  enemy,  and  hastened  to  Hous- 
ton's camp  with  the  intelligence.  He  urged  the  com- 
mander-in-chief to  attack  Sesma  forthwith,  assuring 
him  that  Sesma  had  but  about  700  men  at  that  time. 
But  on  the  next  day  Houston — retreated  ! !  He  fell 
back  about  five  miles,  on  the  pretence  of  seeking  fresh 
grass.  In  order  to  mystify  the  true  cause  of  his  fall- 
ing back,  which  was  the  beginning  of  Ms  retreat,  he 
put  Kerr  in  ari'est,  alleging  that  he  was  a  spy.  The 
veil  was  too  transparent  to  deceive  any  but  the  wil- 
fully blind ;  but  the  pretext  of  seeking  grass  had  a 
brief  tranquillizing  effect. 

"  From  the  moment  the  retreat  was  plainly  begun, 
the  indignant  army  dissolved  away  like  the  untimely 
snow  of  the  hill-top  before  a  vertical  sun.  The  citizens 
of  western    Texas,  whose  families  had  been  left  at 
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Tiome,  in  tlie  tope  that  tlie  enemy  wonld  be  met  anil 
defeated,  were  compelled,  by  tbe  first  and  holiest 
promptings  of  nature,  to  abandon  tbeir  dishonored 
flag  draggling  in  tbe  dnst,  and  provide  for  tbe  immi- 
nently exposed  ones  of  tbeir  own  bouseliolds. 

"  On  tbe  morning  of  tlie  27tli  the  retreat  waa 
resumed,  and  on  the  28th  the  army  arrived  at  Sau 
Felipe  on  tli.e  Brazos ;  and  the  beautiful  West  was 
given  up  to  the  ravages  of  an  enemy  as  barbarian  as 
the  hordes  of  Attila." 

The  venerable  editor  of  The  Galveston  jVews,  be- 
sides this,  made  other  strictures  on  Gen.  Houston's 
errors  duriug  this  campaign,  in  retaliation  for  which 
Gen.  Houston  said  in  the  TJ.  S.  Senate  : 

"  The  autlwr  of  this  Almanac,  Willard  Eichard- 
Bon — ^I  must  immortalize  him — if  reports  be  true,  and 
I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  them,  had  he  been  assigned 
to  his  proper  place,  would  have  been  dignified  by  a 
penitentiary  residence  before  this  time,  owing  to  the 
peccadilloes  with  whichbewaseharged.  Although  they 
have  been  smothered  and  done  away  with,  his  char- 
acter is  not  vindicated  to  the  world.  He  still  goes  on 
from  sin  to  sin,  fi'om  abuse  to  slander.  Sir,  I  have  no 
disposition  to  animadvert  more :  but  could  the  char- 
acters of  these  individuals,  and  the  motives  which 
prompted  them,  be  known,  it  would  not  have  been 
necessary  for  me  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  on 
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this  occasion,  or  to  give  a  thought  to  what  ha^  trans- 
pired, in  relation  to  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
army  of  Texas.  I  find,  however,  that  bitter,  that  tin- 
dying  hostility  to  him,  that  will  not  perish  even  with 
his  life ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  very  creatures  that 
are  hunting  him  now  would  hunt  him,  if  they  could, 
beyond  the  grave." 

Kennedy  says ;  "  The  army  under  Houston,  which 
mustered  about  1,300  men,  impatient  for  action,  occu- 
pied a  position  at  Beason's  Ferry,  on  the  Colorado, 
until  the  26th  of  March.  Having  learned  that  there 
was  a  division  of  the  enemy  above  and  another  below 
him,  and  that  large  reinforcements  had  joined  them, 
Houston  determined,  on  the  26th,  to  fall  back  upon 
the  Braaos,  apprehensive  of  being  sm-rounded  along 
with  an  army  that  was  the  main  hope  of  Texas,  being 
composed  almost  exclusively  of  the  settlers  themselves. 
Foreseeing  that  i£  tlie  enemy  should  move  to  his  rear, 
he  would  have  to  starve  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Col- 
orado, leaving  the  country  unprotected,  or  share  the 
fate  of  Fannin  in  his  attempt  to  ci'oss  the  prairies,  he 
ordered  a  retreat  to  San  Felipe,  which  he  reached 
without  molestation  on  the  27th.  Leaving  a  detach- 
ment at  San  Felipe,  and  forwarding  another  to  Ford 
Bend  (half-way  between  Columbia  and  San  Felipe), 
he  moved  with  the  main  body  to  Groce's  Ferry.  This 
was  the  best  and  easiest  crossing-place  on  the  Brazos, 
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aud  therefore  tbe  point  most  likely  to  be  aimed  at  by 
tbe  Mexicans.  By  securing  tke  steamboat  Yellow- 
stone,  lying  at  this  point,  Houston  obtained  the  means 
of  transpoi'ting  his  troops  to  any  part  of  the  river 
where  the  enemy  should  appear. 

"  On  the  evening  of  the  29th,  some  scouts,  detached 
by  Captain  Baker,  who  conamanded  at  San  Felipe, 
made  an  erroneous  report  of  the  appearance  of  the 
Mexicans  -within  a  few  miles  of  the  town.  The  in- 
habitants, after  hastily  removing  a  part  of  tlieir  pro- 
perty beyond  the  Brazos,  set  fire  to  the  town  and 
destroyed  with  it  goods  to  the  amount  of  several  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  might  have  been  saved,  had  not 
the  scouts  mistaken  a  drove  of  cattle  for  a  squadron 
of  cavalry. 

"  General  Santa  Anna  arrived  at  Gonzales  on  the  2d 
of  April ;  and,  the  river  being  swollen,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  pass  it  oa  a  raft.  Anxious  to  advance,  he  pro- 
ceeded on  the  3d,  with  his  stafE  and  picket,  to  join 
General  Sesma,  on  the  Colorado,  leaving  to  Filisola 
the  charge  of  conducting  the  troops  across  the  Guad- 
alupe. On  the  5th,  he  arrived  at  Paso  del  Atascosito, 
and  on  the  6th  marched  with  the  divisions  of  Sesma 
and  Tolsa  to  San  Felipe,  which  Be  reached  on  the  7th. 
General  WoU  was  left  at  Atascosito,  with  a  battalion 
and  a  picket  of  cavalry,  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing a  raft  to  transport  the  artillery,  wagons,  and  am 
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munition,  that   were  coming  np  witli  Filisola,  across 
tlie  Colorado. 

"  The  swell  of  the  Brazos,  and  the  opposition  of  the 
detachment  under  Captain  Bakei',  prevented  Santa 
Anna  from  crossing  the  river  at  San  Felipe.  On  the 
9th  of  April,  he  took  the  choice  companies  and  pro- 
ceeded down  the  river,  to  select  a  suitable  crossing- 
place.  On  the  11th,  he  arrived  at  the  Old  Fort,  and 
despatched  orders  to  Sesma  and  Filisola  to  join  him 
there.  He  was  joined  by  the  former  on  the  13th,  and 
without  waiting  for  additional  reinforcments,  crossed 
the  river  and  marched  to  Harrisburg,  which  he 
reached  in  the  afternoon  of  the  16th.  Almontds 
Jownial  contains  the  following  record  of  the  march 
from  San  Felipe : 

"  '  Sahwday^  9tJh. — At  o  a.ji.  we  left  San  Felipe  with 
the  choice  companies  of  Guerreros,  Metaraoros,  Mex- 
ico, and  Toluca,  and  fifty  cavalry  of  the  regiment  of 
Tampieo  and  Dolores.  At  half-past  twelve  o'clock  v/e 
arrived  at  the  farm  of  CoUs,  aud  another  a  mile 
beyond — in  all  six  and  a  half  leagues.  Three  Amer- 
icans were  seen  who  took  the  road  to  Marion,  or  Oro- 
zimbo  (Old  Fort),  and  leading  to  Thompson's  Ferry. 
We  found  at  the  farm  a  family  from  La  Baca,  who 
came  by  the  way  of  the  Brazos.  Various  articles  were 
also  found.  The  husband  of  the  woman  was  a  mulat- 
to,'the  woman  white.     We  sent  Wilson  (the  mulatto) 
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to  reconnoitre  at  Marion,  that  is,  at  the  ferry.  He 
did  not  return.  It  rained  some  in  the  night,  and  the 
wind  changed  to  the  north. 

' '  Bunday,   lOth. — We   i-emained   at  Coil's  farm, 
waiting  for  onr  scout     The  farm  ia  on  tihe  left  bank 
of  the  river  San  Bernardo.    At  a  house  seven  leagues 
fi'om  the  farm,  on  the  road  leading  to  the  Colorado, 
there  wei'e  500  fanegas  of  corn  and  twenty  barrels  of 
sugar.     In  the  afternoon  the  scout  returned,  and  con- 
firmed the  accounts  we  had  received  of  the  position  of 
the  eaemy.    At  a  quarter  before  four  o'clock,  p.m., 
we  took  up  our  march  for  Marion,  or  Old  Fort,  on  the 
road  from  Brazoria.     At   half-past    five    o'clock  we 
made  a  short  halt  at  the  farm  of  the  "Widow  Powell, 
or  rather  at  a  stream  called  Guajolota;  from  thence 
leaving  the  road  from  Brazoria  on  our  right,  we  took 
the  left,  following  the  wagon  tracks  to  Marion.     "We 
marched  until  half-past  nine   at   night,    and   made 
another  short  halt.     Night   dark     At   two   io  the 
morning  we  commenced  the  march  on  foot,  from  the 
President  down  to  the  soldier,  leaving  the  baggage 
and  eavaliy,  for  the  purpose  of  sm'piising  the  enemy, 
who  defended  the  crossing   place,  before  daylight. 
We  did  not  succeed,  as  we  found  the  distance  double 
what  we  supposed  it  to  be.     Day  broke  upon  us  at  a 
quai'ter  of  a  league  from  the  ferry  and  frustrated  our 
plan.     We  then  placed  the  men   in   ambush.     The 
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etream  of  Guajolota  is  seven  and  a  half  leagues  from 
Mai'ion,  road  level,  with  some  miry  places. 

" '  Monday,  Wth. — Still  in  ambush.  A  negro  passed 
at  a  short  distance  and  was  taken.  He  conducted  us 
to  the  place  he  had  crossed  at,  and  having  obtained  a 
canoe  we  crossed  without  being  perceived,  a  little  be- 
low the  principal  crossing  place.  In  the  meantime 
the  cavalry  arrived  at  Marion  and  took  possession  of 
the  houses.  The  enemy  retired  on  the  other  side,  and 
kept  up  a  fire  foi'  a  long  time,  until  the  Cazadores 
under  command  of  Bringaa  crossed  at  the  lower  ford, 
and,  ascending  the  river,  were  about  to  take  them  in 
the  real",  when  they  abandoned  Marion,  and  we  re- 
mained in  possession  of  the  ferry,  one  canoe,  and  a 
flat-boat.  A  courier  was  despatched  to  Greneral 
Sesma,  with  orders  that  he  should  come  up  with  the 
whole  division.  The  Cazadores  slept  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river.     Rain  during  the  night. 

" '  T'uesday,  \^th. — ^Day  clear  and  fine.  Was  occu- 
pied in  procuring  the  canoes  and  going  np  in  the  fl.at- 
boat  to  Thompson's  Ferry.  A  Mexican  and  a  Prus- 
sian came  in.  TKe  Mexican  is  the  son  of  Delgardo. 
In  the  afternoon  the  boat  was  injured.  A  com-ier 
came  in  from  Guadalupe  and  from  General  Sesma. 
Wrote  to  Ilrrea  at  Matagorda. 

" '  Wednesday,  ISth. — ^The  boat  was  repaired.     The 

division  of  General  Sesma  arrived.     Many  articles 
11* 
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were  found,  (j-enei'til  Un'ea  and  F.  Y.  Femandea 
were  written  to.  Despatches  arrived  from  Urrea  and 
Filisola. 

"  *  Thursday,  lUh. — -"We  crossed  the  river  eaiiy, 
with,  onr  beds  only  and  provisions  for  the  road.  At 
three  in  the  afternoon  we  started  from  Thompson's 
Ferry. 

"  '  Friday,  iWi,. — At  Harrisburg.     [In  pencil] 
" '  Satm'day,  16^A.  — At  Lynchburg.'     [In  pencil.]  " 
But  to  return  to  the  Texan  camp  west  'of  Beazos. 
On  the  3d  of   Apiil  Gren.  Houston  wrote  to   Col. 
Bust ; 

"  I  arrived  at  this  place  the  1st  inst.,  and  pitched 
my  encampment  in  a  secure  position,  in  hopes  that  I 
should  receive  supplies,  and  more  so,  that  I  would  be 
enabled  to  meet  the  enemy  at  any  time,  and  under 
any  circumstances  which  propriety  might  dictate. 
Since  my  location  rains  have  falleu ;  and  it  is  possi- 
ble the  water  may  invade  my  encampment,  and  com- 
pel me  to  remove,  either  back  to  the  prairie,  or  to 
pass  over  the  river  to  the  east  side.  If  I  do  pass,  it 
.will  only  be  to  mate  my  camp  on  a  healthy  site, 
secure  from  watex',  and  to  defend  our  horses  from  the 
enemy;  for  I  find  that  no  care  whatever  will  be 
taken  of  horses,  and  if  they  fall  into  the  enemy's 
hands  it  would  add  to  his  facilities. 

"My   spies   return     and    report   the    enemy   only 
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about  1,000  strong  on  tlie  Colorado,  without  pickets, 
and  only  a  small  camp-ground.  My  opinion  is,  that 
a  detachment  I  sent  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy  will 
attack  him  to-night.  The  detachment  was  twenty  in 
number,  under  the  command  of  Major  Patton,  my 
aide-de-camp.  They  are  among  the  best  hearts  of  the 
ai'my. 

"  If  I  should  pass  the  river,  my  design  will  be,  should 
I  quit  a  position  opposite  to  this  point,  to  drop  down 
opposite  Fort  Bend,  or  some  point  below.  The  enemy 
would  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  pass  the  liver  for 
at  least  a  month  to  come ;  and  we  could  only  cross 
■\rith  the  aid  of  a  steamboat,  which  I  have  pressed, 
and  will  retain  till  I  can  dispense  with  it. 

"  If  I  should  pass  the  river,  I  will  leave  my  most 
effective  cavalry  on  this  side.  I  sent  you,  in  charge 
of  Ml'.  Este,  two  prisoners,  Peter  Kerr,  and  Beregardo, 
a  Mesican.  I  have  nothing  pointed  against  them; 
but  suspicion  has  fallen  upon  them,  and  they  are  to 
be  secured.  You  may  rest  easy  at  Harrisburg  ;  the 
enemy  will' never  cross  the  Brazos,  and  I  hope  the 
panic  will  soon  subside.  People  ai'e  planting  coi'n  on 
the  east  side  of  this  river. 

"  Mr..  Zavala  has  arrived  and  reported  for  duty.  I 
am  glad  of  it.  He  informed  me  that  I  should  have 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  you ;  and  indeed  it  would  give 
me  pleasure  to  do  so.     I  have  ordered    the  troops 
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Ijelow  to  occupy  some  .defensible  positions  below  on 
tlie  river,  or  coast,  and  ctect  the  enemy,  Rumors 
from  the  Mexican  interior  of  wars,  or  difficulty  in 
passing  the  Colorado,  have  caused  them  to  delay ; 
and  at  this  time  it  is  almost  impossible  for  them  to 
pass  the  prairies,  owing  to  the  rains  that  have  fallen 
since  we  passed— then  it  was  only  possible  for  us  to 
pass  with  our  wagons.  If  they  come,  their  artil- 
lery must  come.  They  must  raft  it  over  the  Colorado, 
which  is  very  high,  as  I  am  informed.  It  must  be  out 
of  its  banks. 

"I  have  looked  for  an  expre/^s  from  you  for  several 
days.  Eighty  Eedlanders  have  arrived,  and  are  on 
the  opposite  bank.  The  arrival  of  others  is  daily  ex- 
pected. 

"I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

"Sam  riousTOW." 

The  last  letter  of  Gen.  Houston  to  Col.  Thomas  J., 
Rusk,  Secretary  of  "War,  gives  an  account  of  newa 
from  Goliad,  etc.,  it  is  as  follows  i 

"  HElAD-QIJABTEHa,  Camp  West  oi'  Brazos,  ApHl  i,  1836. 

"Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  by  an 
express  which  reached  me  last  night,  I  received  intel- 
ligence that  Colonel  Fannin  and  his  command  had 
been  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  Mexican  i 


dbyGoogle 


mSTORT  OF  TEXAS.  253 

and  infantry,  in  the  prairie,  about  eigtt  miles  east  of 
San  Antonio  River,  on  his  march  from  La  Bahia  to 
"Victoria.  The  enemy  were  several  times  repulsed ; 
the  battle  lasting  until  far  in  the  night.  On  the 
next  morning  the  enemy  iired  several  cannon-shots 
and  hoisted  a  flag  of  truce,  which  was  met  by  a  cor- 
responding signal  from  Colonel  Fannin.  The  com- 
manders met,  and  stipulated  that  the  Americans,  on 
condition  of  a  surrender,  should  be  treated  as  pris- 
oners of  war,  and  in  eight  days  sent  to  New  Orleans 
on  parole.  On  the  eighth  day  the  prisoners  were 
marched  out  under  a  guard  (after  having  been  kept 
in  close  confinement),  a  file  of  soldiers  on  each  side  of 
the  piisoners.  The  guard  then  doubled  files  on  the 
right  of  the  prisoners,  killing  all  but  one,  who  made 
his  escape.    The  enemy  are  said  to  have  lost  1,000 

men  in  the  action 

"Will  not  our  friends  rush  to  the  conflict,  and  at 
once  avenge  the  wrongs  which  have  been  inflicted  on 
our  dauntless  comrades  ?  The  day  of  just  retribu- 
tion ought  not  to  be  deferred.  Send  expresses  to  the 
coast  and  to  the  United  States.  The  army  is  just 
organizing,  and  will  soon  be  prepared.  The  last  ad- 
vices report  that  the  enemy  cannot  cross  the  Colo- 
rado— except  a  part  of  it— on  account  of  high  waters. 
Their  delay  is  said,  by  others,  to  be  owing  to  some 
difficulties  in  the  interior,  and  a  want  of  supplies. 
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"  San  Felipe  was  reduced  to  aslies,  but  not  by  my 
oi'der. 

"  I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

"Sam  IIoustob"." 

"P.S. — It  was  reported  in  camp  that  you  were  com- 
ing to  the  army.  As  it  is  so  reported,  you  had  best 
come  if  possible.  It  will  inspirit  the  troops.  No  ex- 
press has  reached  me  for  some  five  days  from  Harris- 
burg.     The  army  is  in  g6od  spirits." 

The  Secretary  of  "War,  Col.  Thos.  J.  Husk,  arrived 
in  camp  oa  the  night  of  the  4th.  He  was  from  Gl-eor- 
gia,  and  had  settled  in  Nacogdoches  before  the  war 
commenced ;  was  a  lawj-^er,  of  fine  personal  appeai'- 
ance,  most  agreeable  manners,  and  solid  sense,  made  a 
good  speech,  and  told  a  fnnny  story  with  splendid 
effect.  He  subsequently  became  commander-in-chief 
of  the  Texan  army,  and  served  many  years  as  senator 
from  Texas  in  the  U.  S.  Congress.  His  aiTival  in. 
camp  no  donbt  did  much  good,  for  things  looked 
gloom]/.  The  Mexicans  had  already  killed  in  battle 
or  butchered,  within  less  than  one  month,  more  Texans 
than  now  constituted  their  army  under  G  on.  Houston. 
Another  battle  might  end  as  disastrous  and  bloody  as 
the  first,  yet,  after  resting  a  few  days  and  recuperating 
their  physical  abilities,  hope  revived  their  drooping 
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Spirits,  and  on  the  7tli  of  April  their  general  issued 
tlie  following  order; 

"Head-qtjarteesop  tkb  Army. 

"OampWbst  of  Brazos,  April  7,  1836. 

"Army  Orders. — The  advance  o:f  the  enemy  is  at 
San  Felipe.  The  moment  for  which  we  have  waited 
with  anxiety  and  interest  is  fast  approaching.  The 
victims  of  the  Alamo,  and  the  manes  of  those  who 
were  murdered  at  Goliad,  call  for  cool.,  deliberate  ven- 
geance. Strict  discipline,  order  and  snbordination  will 
insure  ns  the  victory. 

"The  army  will  be  in  readiness  for  action  at  a 
moment's  warning.  The  field  officers  have  the  imme- 
diate execution  of  this  order  in  charge  for  their  respect- 
ive commands. 

"  Sam  Houstok, 

Oonwiiand.sr'in-OMef.^^ 
"GrEO.  W.  HocKLtr,  Inspector-Greneral." 

The  enemy  left  S^n  Felipe  without  giving  him 
battle,  and  on  the  12th  of  April,  the  acting  Secretary 
of  War  "Wi'ote  to  Gen.  Houston  from  Harrisburg ; 

"There  are  a  number  of  families  here,  and  in  the 
neighborhood,  who  came  here  under  the  belief  that 
they  would  be  safe,  who  are  now  exposed  to  tlie 
attack  of  the  enemy.  .... 

"You  ha^-e  assured  the  government  that  the  enemy 
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sliould  never  cross  the  Brazos :  tliey  have  relied 
on  your  assurance,  but  tliey  find  your  pledges  not  veri- 
fied, and  numberless  families  exposed  to  tlie  ravages 
of  the  enemy. 

"The.  country  expects  something  from  you;  the 
.government  loots  to  you  for  action. 

"  The  time  has  now  arrived  to  determine  whether 
we  are  to  give  up  the  country,  and  mate  the  best  of 
our  way  out  of  it,  or  to  meet  the  enemy  and  make  at 
least  one  struggle  for  our  boasted  independence." 

On  the  13th  of  April  Gen.  Houston  answered  the 
Secretary  of  War,  stating : 

"  At  Gonzales  I  had  374  efficient  men,  vrithout  sup- 
plies, even  powder,  balls,  or  arras.  At  the  Colorado, 
with  700  men,  without  discipline  or  time  to  organize 
the  army.    Two  days  since,  my  effective  force  in  camp 

was  530  men  (aggregate) 

"  I  had  reason  to  expect  the  attack  would  be  made, 
and  an  effort  made  to  cross  the  river  at  San  Felipe,  or 
at  the  point  at  which  I  was,  a^  the  prairie,  at  the  lat- 
ter point,  approached  nearer  to  the  river,  and  the  bot- 
tom was  better  than  at  any  other  point  on  the  river. 
The  cannonade  was  kept  up  at  San  Felipe  until  yester- 
day morning ;  and  as  the  river  was  vei'y  high,  and  it 
was  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  were  preparing 
rafts  at  that  point,  I  had  every  reason  to  suppose  that 
they  intended  to  cross  there,  if  possible. 
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*'  On  tKe  previoua  niglit,  in  consultation  with  the 
Secretary  of  "War,  we  concluded  to  pass  the  river  to 
this  side.  At  ten  o'clock,  a.m.,  yesterday,  I  commenced 
crossing  the  river,  and  from  that  time  till  the  present 
(noon)  the  steamboat  and  yawl  (having  no  ferry-boat) 
have  been  engaged.  We  have  eight  or  ten  wagons, 
ox  teams,  and  abont  two  hundred  horses,  belonging  to 
the  army  ;  and  these  have  to  pass  on  board  the  steam- 
boat, besides  the  troops,  baggage,  etc.  This  requires 
time ;  but  I  hope  in  one  hour  to  be  enabled  to  be  in 
preparation.  I  had  sent  an  express  evening  before 
last  to  all  the  troops  of  "Washington  and  above  this 
point  to  meet  me  here  by  a  rapid  march.  On  yester- 
day morning  I  ordered  all  the  command  below  to  unite 
with  the  main  body,  so  as  to  act  promptly  and  effi- 
ciently when  most  necessary.  It  was  impossible  to 
guard  all  river  passes  for  one  hundred  miles,  and  at 
once  concentrate  the  force  so  as  to  guard  any  one  point 
effectually,  unless  where  the  main  body  might  be 
stationed.  An  invading  army  marches  with  every- 
thii^  necessary  to  conquest,  I  would  at  once  have 
fallen  back  on  Harrisburg,  but  a  wish  to  allay  the 
panic  that  prevailed,  induced  me  to  stop  at  the  Brazos, 
contraiy  to  my  views  of  military  operations.  I  had 
assurances  of  reinforcements  by  remaining  on  the 

Brazos 

"  When  I  assured  the  department  that  the  enemy 
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sliould  not  pass  the  Brazos,  I  did  not  intend  to  convey 
the  idea  that  either  the  army  or  myself  possessed 
powers  of  ubiquity ;  biit  that  they  -should  not  paea 

through  my  encampment 

"I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  I  will  omit  no 
opportunity  to  serve  the  country,  and  to  serve  it  for 
the  love  of  it,  without  ambition,  or  ulterior  views  into 
which  selfishness  can  enter.  I  have,  under  the  most 
disadvantageous  cii'cumetances,  kept  an  army  together, 
and  where  there  has  not  been  even  munnuring  or 
insubordination;  but  I  cannot  perform  impossibil- 
ities. These  remarks  are  not  in  anger,  nor  are 
they  intended  to  be  in  the  least  personal  to  yon, 
but  arise  out  of  the  pressure  of  difficulties  which 
you  cannot  appreciate,  because  they  are  unexplained 
to  you." 

Having  crossed  the  Brazos  and  having  received  the 
famous  twvih  sisters,  two  sis-pounders,  the  generous 
donation  of  the  good  people  of  Cincinnati,  after  con- 
centrating his  forces,  Gen.  Houston  resolves  to  pur- 
sue the  enemy  and  give  them  battle. 

After  a  very  unpleasant  march  over  very  bad  roads, 
which  required  many  times  the  unloading  of  the 
wagons  at  boggy  places,  so  that  they  could  cross  over 
empty,  and  then  reloading,  the  Tesan  army  arrived  at 
Hai'risburg  on  the  18th,  when  the  notable  spy  Deaf 
Smith,  Karnes,  and  others  were  sent  out. 
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Smitli  ^  returned  witli  two  captive  Mexicans  from, 
■whom  information  was  gained  of  the  number  and 
wiiereabouta  of  Santa  Anna,  and  his  army,  whicli 
numbered  between  700  and  800  men  and  was  sep- 
arated from  tlie  divisions  of  Gaona,  Sesma,  and 
Filisola. 

Upon  receiving  ttis  information  Greneral  Houston 
crossed  bis  army  over  Buffalo  Bayou  on  tte  19tti,  and 
threw  himself  in  the  way  of  Santa  Anna.  On  the 
same  day,  Colonel  Busk  issued  the  folio-wing  addresa : 
to  which  General  Houston  added  the  subjoined  : 

"  Was  Dbpartmebt,  HsAD-qtrARTKBa  OP  the  Akmy, 
"HABGiSBDKa,  Airrii  18,  1836, 

"To  THE  People  oe  T-EXAS—Fellotv  Gitkem  :  Let 
me  make  one  more  appeal  to  you  to  turn  out,  and 
rally  to  the  standard  of  your  country.     The   array 

•  Dent  Bmifcli  was  a  member  of  that  diatrngtiialied  family  aa  the  folio-wing 
story  taken  from  YoakuifmH  etow  ;  "Itis  given  as  related  by  the  gen- 
eral himself.  Smitli  came  iu,  greatly  fatigued,  and  aomewhat  exasperated. 
He  rejiaixed  to  the  general's  quarters,  and  said  he  wished  to  have  a  little 
talk  with.  htm.  Said  he ;  '  Generftl,  you  are  very  kicd  to  these  Mexicans ; 
I  like  kindness,  hut  yoii  are  too  kind— you  won't  allow  me  to  Idll  any  of 
them  1  It  a  man  meets  two  of  the  enemy,  aad  is  not  allowed  to  kill  either, 
by  the  time  he  takes  one  and  ties  him,  the  other  gets  off  so  far  that  it  is 
very  fatiguing  on  a  horse  to  eatah  him ;  and  I  wish  you  would  let  me  mp.n- 
Bga  things  in  my  own  way.'  Houst<in  told  him  not  to  be  crnal,  but  that  ho 
must  be  his  own  judge  of  the  necessity  of  securing  such  of  the  enemy  as 
might  be  taken  by  him.  Smith  nodded  his  head^-for  he  was  a  man  of  few 
words— and  retired." 
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reached  here  yesterday  late  in  the  day.  Our  scouts 
arrested  three  oi  the  Mexicana— one  captain,  one  a 
correo  [express  rider],  direct  fi'om  Mexico,  and  another, 
a  servant.  From  the  prisoners  we  learn  many  interesting 
facts.  Santa  Anna  himself  is  just  below  us,  and  within 
the  sound  of  the  drum— has,  we  understand,  only 
500  men.  We  are  parading  our  forces  for  the 
purpose  of  marching  upon  him.  He  has  a  reinforce- 
ment of  about  1,000  men  upon  the  Braaos,  about 
forty  miles  from  here.  A  few  hours  more  will 
decide  the  fate  of  our  army  :  and  what  an  astonishing 
fact  it  ia,  that,  at  the  veiy  moment  when  the  fate  of 
your  wives,  your  children,  your  homes,  your  country, 
and  all  that  is  dear  to  a  freeman,  are  suspended  upon 
the  issue  of  one  battle,  not  one-fourth  of  the  people 
[men]  of  Texas  are  in  the  army  !  Are  you  Amer- 
icans? are  you  freemen  ?  If  you  are,  prove  your  blood 
and  birth  by  rallying  at  once  to  your  country's  stand- 
ard I  Your  general  is  at  the  head  of  a  brave  and 
chivalrous  band,  and  throws  himself,  sword  in  hand, 
into  the  breach,  to  save  his  country,  and  vindicate  her 
rights.  Enthusiasm  prevails  in  the  army  ;  but  I  look 
around  and  see  that  many,  very  many,  whom  I  antici- 
pated would  be  first  in  the  field,  are  not  here. 

"  Rise  up  at  once,  concentrate,  and  march  to  the 
field  !-a  vigorous  effort,  and  the  country  is  safe ! 
A  different  course  disgraces  and  ruins  you ;  and  what 
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is  life  worth  with  the  loss  of  libei-ty  ?     May  I  never 
survive  it ! 

"  Your  fellow-citizen, 

"Thomas  J.  E,use, 

"  Secretary  of  War.''' 

'•AprillS,  1836. 
"  "We  view  ourselves  on  the  eve  of  battle.  We  are 
nerved  for  the  contest,  and  must  conquer  or  perish. 
It  is  vain  to  look  for  present  aid:  none  is  at  hand. 
"We  must  now  act  or  abandon  all  hope  !  Rally  to  the 
standard,  and  be  no  longer  the  scofE  of  mercenary 
tongues !  Be  men,  be  freemen,  that  your  children 
may  bless  tbeir  fathers'  names  ! 

"  Colonel  Rusk  is  with  me,  and  I  am  rejoiced  at  it. 
The  country  will  be  the  gainer,  and  myself  the  bene- 
ficiary.    Liberty  and  our  country  ! 
"  Sam  HousToiir, 

"  Oo7timande^'-in-Ohief.^' 

On  the  20th,  the  Texan  anny,  marching  down  the 
bayou,  met  the  Mexican  army  marching  up,  opposite 
Lynch's  Ferry,  just  below  the  junction  of  the  San 
Jacmto  River  with  BuiEalo  Bayou,  when,  after  slight 
skirmishing  with  little  loss  on  either  side,  both  armies 
encamped  on  tlie  plains  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
apart  and  reposed  for  the  night. 

The  long  wished  for  moment  is  at  hand  !     There  is 
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the  army  of  Santa  Anna,  the  captor  of  i\\e  Alamo  ! 
There  stand  those  Mexicans  who  stormed  the  Ther 
mopylaa  of  Texas,  and  put  to  death  Travis,  Bowie, 
Crockett,  Eonham,  and  their  immortal  comrades  ! 

There  stand  the  murderers  of  the  brave  but  un- 
fortunate Eed.  Rovers,  the  Duval  Rifles,  and  the 
Georgia  Battalion,  who  left  all  the  comforts  of  home, 
the  sweet  society  of  dear  friends,  and  from  the  lap  of 
luxury  and  security  leaped  into  the  foremost  ranks  of 
a  people  straggling  for  liberty  ! 

Why  do  the  Texans  hesitate  ?  Why  not  sound  the 
charge,  and  avenge  the  sacrifice  of  their  dear  com- 
rades ? 

Providence  orders  the  murderers'  .sleep,  and  their 
last  night  to  be  like  Richard's,  who  said,  in  the  Ian- 
g-uage  of  the  poet : 

"  Oh,  I  liave  passed,  a  miserablo  night. 
So  full  of  f eaif ul  dreams,  of  ugly  sights. 
That,  as  I  am  a  Christian,  faithful  mau, 
I  woiiid  not  spend  another  such  a  night, 
Hioagh  'twere  to  buj  a  world  of  happj  dayg." 
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The  Battle  of  San  Jacinto — The  Mexican  Ai'iay  entirely  defeated. — Santa 
Anna  captured.— J.  A.  Sylr^ter,  Milt  Swuher,  and  Santa  Anna.— The 
Armistice. — Texas  Cabinet  come  to  San.  Jacinto. — Division  of  tbe  Cab- 
inet as  to  treating  with  Santa  Anna. — Lamar's  letter  to  tlie  Cabinet. — 
The  Treaties  of  Velasco. 

ryiHE  2l8t  of  April,  1836,  was  a  clear  and  beantHul 
-'"  day.  Neither  the  sun  of  Bannoctbiini  nor  Aua- 
terlitz  shone  more  lovely  or  more  "brilliantly. 

The  Texana  seemed  loath  to  commence  the  battle, 
while  the  Mexicans,  although  they  received  some  rein- 
forcements under  General  Cos,  amounting  to  520  men, 
appeared  to  be  fearful  and  apprehensive  of  the  coming 
strife,  for  they  threw  up  breastworks  and  fortified 
their  camp. 

The  evening  sun  was  declining,  when,  after  a  coun- 
cil of  war  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  joyful 
order  was  givea :  Prepare  for  battle ! 

All  were  eager '  for  the  fi'ay,  and  to  tbe  tune  of 
"  Will  you  come  to  my  how&i'  f  "  they  charged  forth  to 
victory  and  renown.  But  as  the  reports  of  Gens. 
Houston  and  Rusk  are  very  interesting,  they  are  here 
inserted : 
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"  HEAD-qUAKTBItS  OE   THE  AKMY,  SAK  JACINTO, 

"ApHlHSth,  18SQ. 
"Ta  David  G;  Bvniis.r,  Pi-esideni  of  the  SepubUc  of  Tenas. 

"Sie:  I  regret  extremely  that  my  situation,  since 
tlie  battle  of  the  21st,  has  been  such  as  to  prevent 
my  rendering  yon  my  official  report  of  the  same  pre- 
vious to  this  time. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  18th  inst.,  after  a  forced  march  of  fifty-five 
miles,  which  was  effected  in  two  days  and  a  half,  the 
army  arrived  opposite  HaiTisburg.  That  evening  a 
coui'ier  of  the  enemy  was  taten,  from  which  I  learned 
that  General  Santa  Anna,  with  one  division  of  his 
choice  troops,  had  marched  in  the  direction  of  Lyneh's 
Ferry,  on  the  San  Jacinto,  burning  Harrisburg  as  he 
passed  down. 

"  The  army  was  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to  march 
early  on  the  next  morning.  The  main  body  effected 
a  crossing  over  Buffalo  Bayou,  below  Harrisburg,  on 
the  morning  of  the  19th,  having  left  the  baggage,  the 
sick,  and  a  sufficient  camp-guard,  in  the  rear,  "We 
continued  to  march  throughout  the  night,  mating  but 
one  halt  in  the  prairie  for  a  shoi-t  time,  and  without 
refreshments.  At  daylight  we  resumed  the  line  of 
march,  and  in  a  short  distance  our  scouts  encountered 
those  of  the  enemy,  and  we  received  information  that 
General  Santa  Anna  was  at  Kew  Washington,  and 
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would  tliat  day  take  up  the  line  of  marcli  for  Aua- 
huac,  crossing  at  Lynch's  Ferry.  Tiie  Texau  army 
halted  witHin  lialf  a  mile  of  tte  ferry,  in  some  timber, 
and  were  engaged  in  slaughtering  beeves  wlien  tlie 
army  of  Santa  Anna  was  discovered  to  be  approacb- 
ing  in  battle  array,  having  been  encamped  at  Clopper's 
Point,  eight  miles  below.  Disposition  was  immedi- 
ately made  of  our  forces,  and  preparation  for  his  re- 
ception. He  tooh  a  position  with  his  infantry  and 
ai'tiUery  in  the  centre,  occupying  an  island  of  timber, 
his  cavaliy  covering  the  left  fl.ank.  The  artillery, 
consisting  of  one  double-fortified  medium  braes  twelve- 
pounder,  then  opened  on  our  encampment.  The  in- 
fantry, in  column,  advanced  with  the  design  of  charg- 
ing our  lines,  but  were  repulsed  by  a  discharge  of 
gi^ape  and  canister  from  our  artillery,  consisting  of 
two  sis-pounders.  The  enemy  had  occupied  a  piece 
of  timber  within  rifle-shot  of  the  left  wing  of  our 
anny,  from  which  an  occasional  interchange  of  small- 
anas  took  place  between  the  troops,  until  the  enemy 
withdrew  to  a  position  on  the  bank  of  the  San  Jacinto, 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  our  encampment, 
and  commenced  fortification. 

"  A  short  time  before  sunset,  our  tiiounted  men, 
about  eighty-five  in  number,  nuder  the  special  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Sherman,  marched  out  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reconnoitring  the  enemy.     Wliile  advancing, 
12 
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they  received  a  volley  from  the  left  of  the  enemy's 
infantry,  and,  after  a  sharp  rencounter  with  their  cav- 
alry, in  which  onrs  acted  exti'emely  well,  and  per- 
formed some  feats  of  dai-ing  chivalry,  they  retired  in 
good  order,  having  had  two  men  severely  wounded,  and 
several  horses  killed.  In  the  meantime,  the  infantry 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Millard, 
and  Colonel  Burleson's  regiment,  with  the  artillery, 
had  marched  out  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  re- 
treat of  the  cavaliy,  if  necessary.  All  then  fell  back 
in  good  order  to  our  encampment  about  sunset,  and 
remained  without  ostensible  action  until  the  21st,  at 
half-past  three  o'clock,  taking  the  first  refreshment 
which  they  had  enjoyed  for  two  days.  The  enemy 
in  the  meantime  extended  the  right  flank  of  their 
infantry,  so  as  to  occupy  the  extreme  point  of  a 
skirt  of  timber  on  the  bank  of  the  San  Jacinto,  and 
secured  their  left  by  a  fortification  about  five  feefc 
high,  constructed  of  packs  and  baggage,  leaving  an 
opening  in  the  centre  of  the  breastwork,  in  which 
their  artillery  was  placed,  their  cavalry  upon  their 
left  wing. 

"About  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  the 
enemy  were  I'einforced  by  500  choice  troops,  under 
the  command  of  General  Cos,  increasing  their  effective 
force  to  upward  of  1,500  men,  while  our  aggregate 
force  for  the  field  numbered  783.     At  half -past  thi'ee 
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o'clock  in  tlie  evening,  I  ordered  tlie  officers  of  the 
Texan  army  to  parade  their  respective  commands, 
liaving  in  the  meantime  ordered  the  bridge  on  the 
only  road  communicating  with  the  Brazos,  distant 
eight  miles  from  our  encampment,  to  be  destroyed — 
thus  cutting  ofE  all  possibility  of  escape.  Our  troops 
paraded  with  alacrity  and  spirit,  and  were  anxious 
for  the  contest.  Their  conscious  disparity  in  numbers 
seemed  only  to  increase  their  enthusiasm  and  conii- 
denee,  and  heightened  their  anxiety  for  the  conflict. 
Oui'  situation  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  making 
the  aiTangements  preparatory  to  the  attack  without 
exposing  our  designs  to  the  enemy.  ThsJh'St  regiment, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Burleson,  was  assigned  to  the 
centre.  The  second  regiment,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Sherman,  formed  the  left  wing  of  the  army. 
The  artillery,  under  the  special  command  of  Colonel 
George  W.  Hockley,  inspector-general,  was  placed  on 
the  right  of  the  first  regiment ;  aud  four  companies  of 
infantry,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Henry  Millard,  sustained  the  artillery  upon  the  right. 
Our  cavalry,  sixty-one  in  number,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Mirabean  B.  Lamar  (whose  gallant  and  dar- 
ing conduct  on  the  previous  day  had  attracted  the 
admiration  of  his  comrades,  and  called  him  to  that 
station),  placed  on  our  extreme  right,  completed  our 
line.     Olu'  cavalry  was  first  despatched  to  the  front 
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of  tKe  enemy's  left,  for  the  purpoaes  of  attracting 
their  notice,  while  an  extensive  island  of  timber 
afforded  us  an  opportunity  of  concentrating  oar 
forces,  and  deploying  from  that  point,  agreeably  to 
the  previous  design  of  the  troops.  Every  evolution 
was  performed  with  alacrity,  the  whole  advancing 
rapidly  in  line,  through  an  open  prairie,  without  any 
protection  whatever  for  our  men.  The  artillery  ad- 
vanced and  took  station  within  two  hundred  yards  of 
the  enemy's  breastwork,  and  commenced  an  effective 
fire  with  grape  and  canister. 

"  Colonel  Sherman,  with  his  regiment,  having  com- 
menced the  action  upon  our  left  wing,  the  whole  line, 
at  the  centre  and  on  the  right,  advancing  in  double- 
quick  time,  raised  the  war-cry,  "  Memember  tlie 
Alo/mo ! "  received  the  enemy's  fii'e,  and  advanced 
within  point-blank  shot,  before  a  piece  was  discharged 
from  our  lines.  Our  line  advanced  without  a  halt, 
until  they  were  in  possession  of  the  woodland  and 
the  enemy's  breastwork— the  right  wing  of  Burleson's 
and  the  left  of  Millard's  taking  possession  of  the 
breastwork;  our  artilleiy  having  gallantly  charged 
up  within  seventy  yards  of  the  enemy's  cannon,  when 
it  was  taken  by  our  troops. 

"  The  conflict  lasted  about  eighteen  minutes  from  the 
time  of  close  action  until  we  were  in  possession  of  the 
enemy's    encampment,    taking   one  piece   of   cannon 
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(loaded),  four  stand  of  colors,  all  their  camp-equipage, 
stores,  and  baggage.  Our  cavalry  liad  charged  and 
routed  that  of  the  enemy  upon  the  right,  and  given 
pursuit  to  the  fugitives,  which  did  not  ceaae  until 
they  arrived  at  the  bridge  v?hich  I  have  mentioned 
before— -Captain  Karnes,  always  among  the  foremost 
in  danger,  commanding  the  pursuers.  The  conflict  in 
the  breastwork  lasted  but  a  few  moments ;  m&nj  of 
the  troops  encountered  hand  to  hand,  and,  not  having 
the  advantage  of  bayonets  on  our  side,  our  riflemen 
used  their  pieces  as  war-clubs,  breaking  many  of  them 
off  at  the  breech.  The  rout  commenced  at  half-past 
four,  and  the  pursuit  by  the  main  ai-my  continued 
until  twiliglit.  A  guard  was  then  left  in  charge  of 
the  enemy's  encampment,  and  our  army  .returned  with 
their  killed  and  wounded.  In  the  battle,  our  loss  was 
two  killed  and  twenty-three  wounded,  six  of  them 
mortally.  The  enemy's  loss  was  sis  hundred  and 
thirty  killed,  among  whom  was  one  general  officer, 
four  colonels,  two  lieutenant-colonels,  five  captains, 
twelve  lientenaiits ;  wounded  two  hundred  and  eight, 
of  which  were  five  colonels,  three  lieutenant-colonels, 
two  second  lieutenant-colonels,  seven  captains,  one 
cadet ;  prisoners  seven  hundred  and  thirty — Presi- 
dent-General Santa  Anna,  General  Cos,  four  colonels, 
aides  to  General  Santa  Anna,  and  the  colonel  of  the 
Guerrero  battalion,    are    included    in    the    number. 
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General  Santa  Anna  was  not  taken  until  the  32d, 
and  General  Cos  yesterday,  veiT^  few  having  escaped. 
About  six  hundred  muskets,  three  hundred  sabres, 
and,  two  hundred  pistols,  have  been  collected  since 
the  action.  Several  hundred  mules  and  horses  were 
taken,  and  nearly  twelve  thousand  dollars  in  specie. 

"  For  several  days  previous  to  the  action,  our  troops 
were  engaged  iu  forced  marches,  exposed  to  excessive 
rains,  and  the  additional  incouvenieuce  of  extremely 
bad  roads,  badly  supplied  with  rations  and  clothing ; 
yet,  amid  every  difficulty,  they  bore  up  with  cheerful- 
ness and  fortitude,  and  performed  their  marches  with 
spirit  and  alaeiity — there  was  no  murmuring. 

"Previous  to  and  during  the  action,  my  stafB  evinced 
every  disposition  to  be  useful,  and  were  actively  en- 
gaged in  their  duties.  In  the  conflict  I  am  assured 
that  they  demeaned  themselves  in  such  a  manner  as 
proved  them  worthy  members  of  the  army  of  San 
Jacinto.  Colonel  T.  J.  Rusk,  Secretary  of  War,  was 
on  the  field.  For  weeks  his  services  had  been  highly 
beneficial  to  the  army.  In  the  battle,  he  was  on  the 
left  wing,  where  Colonel  Sherman's  command  first 
encountered  and  drove  in  the  enemy  :  he  bore  himself 
gallantly,  and  continued  his  efforts  and  activity,  re- 
maining with  the  pursuers  imtil  resistance  ceased. 

"I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith  a  list  of 
all  the  officers  aud  men  who  were  engaged  iu  the 
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action,  whicli  I  respectfully  request  may  be  published, 
as  au  act  of  justice  to  tbe  individuals.  For  the  com- 
manding general  to  attempt  discrimination  as  to  the 
conduct  of  those  who  commanded  in  the  action,  or 
those  who  were  commanded,  would  be  impossible. 
Our  success  in  the  action  is  conclusive  proof  of  their 
daring  intrepidity  and  courage ;  every  officer  and  man 
proved  himself  worthy  of  the  cause  in  which  he 
battled,  while  the  triumph  received  a  lustre  from  the 
humanity  which  characterized  their  conduct  after 
victory,  and  richly  entitles  them  to  the  admiration 
and  gratitude  of  their  general.  Nor  should  we  with- 
hold the  tribute  of  our  grateful  thanks  from  that 
Being  who  rules  the  destinies  of  nations,  and  has,  in 
the  time  of  greatest  need,  enabled  us  to  arrest  a 
powerful  invader  while  devastating  our  country. 
"  I  have  the  honor,  etc., 
"Sam  HoTJSTOir, 


Report  of  Thomas  J.  Rusk,  Secretary  of  War. 

"  Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  HEADqnABTKBS,  Asmt  op  Tbxas, 
"  San  Jaoihto  Eivbe,  April  33,  183G. 
"  To  His  SxceUency  David  Q.  Buknet,  President  of  Tesxis. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  ex- 
cellency a  brief  account  of  a  general  engagement  with 
the  ai'my  of  Santa  Anna,  at  this  place  on  the  21st 
instant. 
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"  Our  army,  under  the  command  of  General  Houston, 
arrived  here  on  the  20th  instant.  The  enemy,  a  few 
miles  oif  at  New  Waahington,  apprised  of  our  arrival, 
committed  some  depredations  upon  private  property, 
and  commenced  their  line  of  march  to  thia  point. 
They  were  nnconscions  of  our  approach  until  onr 
standard  wa.9  planted  on  the  banks  of  the  San  Jacinto. 
Our  position  was  a  favorable  one  for  battle.  On  the 
noon  of  the  20th,  the  appearance  of  our  foe  was  hailed 
by  our  soldiers  with  enthusiasm.  The  enemy  marched 
in  good  order,  took  a  position  in  front  of  our  encamp- 
ment, on  an  eminence,  within  cannon-shot,  where  they 
planted  their  only  piece  of  artillery,  a  brass  nine- 
pounder ;  and  then  arrayed  their  cavalry  and  infantry 
a  shoi-t  distance  on  the  right,  under  the  shelter  of  a 
skirt  of  woods.  In  a  short  time,  they  commenced 
firing  upon  us ;  their  cannon  in  front,  their  infantry  on 
onr  left,  and  their  cavalry  changing  their  position  on 
the  right.  A  charge  was  made  on  the  left  of  our 
camp  by  their  infantiy,  which  was  promptly  repelled 
by  a  few  shots  from  oui'  artilleiy,  which  forced  them 
to  retire.  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  stating  that  only 
two  of  onr  men  were  wounded,  one  very  slightly,  the 
other  (Colonel  Weill,  of  the  artillery)  not  fatally. 

"The  attack  ceased;  the  enemy  retired  and  formed 
in  two  skirts  of  timber,  and  remained  in  that  position, 
occasionally  opening  their  cannon  upou  us,  until  just 
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before  sunset,  when  tliey  attempted  to  draw  ofE  their 
forces.  Their  artillery  and  cavalry  were  removed  to 
otlier  points.  Colonel  Sherman,  with  sixty  of  our  cav- 
alry, charged  upon  theirs,  consisting  of  upward  of  100, 
killing  and  wonnding  several.  Their  infantry  came  to 
the  assistance  of  their  cavalry,  and  opened  upon  us  an 
incessant  fire  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  which  ouv  men 
sustained  with  surprising  firmness.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  bestowed  upon  those  who  were  engaged  in 
this  charge,  for  never  was  one  of  equal  peril  made 
with  more  courage,  and  terminated  with  less  loss. 
Two  of  our  men  were  severely  wounded,  but  none 
lulled.    This  terminated  the  movements  of  the  day. 

"Early  next  morning,  about  nine  o'clock,  the  enemy 
received  a  reinforcement  of  500  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Martin  Prefecto  de  Cos,  which 
increased  their  strength  to  1,400  or  1,500  men. 
It  was'  supposed  that  an  attack  upon  our  encamp- 
ment would  now  be  made;  and  having  a  good 
position,  we  stationed  our  artillery,  and  disposed  of 
the  forces,  so  as  to  receive  the  enemy  to  the  best  advan- 
tage. At  three  o'clock,  however,  the  foe,  instead  of 
showing  signs  of  attack,  was  evidently  engaged  in  for- 
tifying. We  determined,  therefore,  immediately  to 
assail  him ;  and  in  half  an  hour  we  were  formed  in 
four  div'sions :  the  first,  intended  as  our  i-ight  wing, 

of  the  regulars  under  Colonel  Millard,  and 
12* 
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tte    second    division,    under    command    of    Colonel 
Sydney  Sherman,  formed  onr  left  wing.     A  division, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Burleson,  formed  our  centre. 
Our  two  six-pounders,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Hockley,  Captains  Isaac  N.   Moreland  and  Stillwell, 
were  drawn  up  on  the  right  of  the  centre  division. 
The  cavalry,  under  command  of  Colonel  Mirabeau  B. 
Lamar,  formed  upon  the  right.     At  the  command  to 
move  f  onvard,  all  the  divisions  advanced  in  good  order 
and  high  spirits.    On  arriving  within  reach  of  the 
enemy,  a  heavy  fire  was  opened,  first  with  their  artil- 
lery on  our  cavalry.     A  general  conflict  now  ensued. 
Orders  were  given  to  charge.    Colonel  Sherman's  divis- 
ion moved  up,  and  di'ove  the  enemy  from  the  woods 
occupied  by  them  on  their  right  wing.     At  the  same 
moment.  Colonel  Burleson's  division,  together  with 
the  regulars,  charged  upon  and  mounted  the  breast- 
woi'k  of  the  enemy,  and  drove  them  from  their  cannon ; 
our  artillery,  the  meanwhile,  charging  up  and  firing 
upon  them  with  great  effect.     The  cavahy,  under 
Colonel  Lamar,  at  the  same  time  fell  on  them  with 
great  fury  and  great  slaughter.     Major-Ueneral  Hous- 
ton acted  mth  great  gallantly,  eneoui'aging  his  men  to 
the  attack,  and  heroically  charged,  in  front  of  the  in- 
fantry, within  a  few  yards  of  the  enemy,  receiving  at 
the  same  time  a  wound  in  his  leg.     The  enemy  soon 
took  to  flight,  officers  and  all,  some  on  foot  and  some 
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on  horseback.  In  ten  minutes  after  tlie  firing  of  the 
first  gun,  we  were  charging  through  the  camp,  and 
driving  them  before  us.  Tliey  fl.ed  in  confusion  and 
dismay  down  the  river,  followed  closely  by  our  troops 
for  four  miles.  Some  of  them  took  the  prairie,  and 
were  pm'sued  by  our  cavalry ;  others  were  shot  in 
attempting  to  swim  the  river ;  and  in  a  short  period 
the  sanguinary  conflict  was  terminated  by  the  sur- 
render of  nearly  all  who  were  not  slain  in  the  combat. 
One-half  of  their  army  perished ;  the  other  half  are 
prisoners,  among  whom  are  General  Santa  Anna  him- 
self, Colonel  Almonte,  and  many  other  prominent 
officers  of  their  army.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  com- 
puted at  over  six  hundred  slain,  and  above  six  hun- 
dred prisoners ;  together  with  a  Gahallada  of  several 
hundred  mules  taken,  with  much  valuable  baggage. 
Our  loss,  in  point  of  numbers,  is  small,  it  being  seven 
slain  and  fifteen  wounded. 

"This  glorious  achievement  is  attributed,  not  to 
superior  force,  but  to  the  valor  of  our  soldiers  and  the 
sanctity  of  our  cause.  Our  army  consisted  of  750 
effective  men.  This  brave  band  achieved  a  victory  as 
glorious  as  any  on  the  records  of  history,  and  the 
happy  consequences  will  be  felt  in  Texas  by  succeed- 
ing generations.  It  has  saved  the  country  from  the  yoke 
of  bondage;  and  all  who  mingled  in  it  are  entitled  to 
the  special  munificence  of  government,  and  the  heart- 
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felt  gratitude  of  every  lovei'  of  liberty.  The  sun  -v\'as 
sialdng  in  tKe  horizon  as  tlie  battle  commenced,  but, 
at  tlie  close  of  tlie  conflict,  tlie  sun  of  liberty  and  in- 
dependence rose  in  Texas,  never,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  to 
be  obscured  by  the  clouds  of  despotism.  "We  have 
read  of  deeds  of  chivalry,  and  perused  with  ardor  the 
annals  of  war;  we  have  contemplated,  with  the  high- 
est emotions  of  sublimity,  the  loud-roai'ing  thunder, 
the  desolating  tornado,  and  the  withering  simoom  of 
the  desert ;  bnt  neither  of  these,  nor  all,  inspired  us 
with  emotions  like  those  felt  on  this  occasion !  The 
officers  and  men  seemed  to  be  actuated  by  a  like  en 
thusiasm.  There  was  a  general  cry  which  pervaded 
the  rs.r\ks—"'Remmhh&r  the  Alamo  !  remember  -La  Ba- 
hia ! "  These  words  electrified  all.  "  Onward !  "  was 
the  cry.  The  unerring  aim  and  irresistible  energy  of 
the  Texan  army  could  not  be  withstood.  It  was  free- 
men fighting  against  the  minions  of  tyranny,  and  the 
result  proved  the  inequality  of  such  a  contest. 

"  In  a  battle  where  every  individual  performed  his 
duty,  it  might  seem  invidious  to  draw  distinctions ; 
but,  while  I  do  justice  to  all  in  espressing  my  high 
admiration  of  the  bravery  and  gallant  conduct  of  both 
officers  and  men,  I  hope  I  may  be  indulged  in  the  ex- 
pression of  my  highest  approbation  of  the  chivalrous 
conduct  of  Major  James  Collingsworth  in  almost 
every  part  of  the  engagement.     Col,  James  Hockley, 
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\vitii  his  command  of  artillery,  Col.  Wharton,  the  adju- 
tant-general, Major  Coot,  and,  in  fact,  all  the  stafE- 
of&cers,  Col.  Burleson  and  Col.  Somervell  on  the  right, 
Col.  Millard  in  the  centre,  and  Col.  Sherman,  Col. 
Bennett,  and  Major  "Wells  on  the  left,  and  Col.  Lamar 
on  the  extreme  right  with  the  cavalry— led  on  the 
charge  and  followed  in  the  pursuit  with  dauntless 
bravery.  All  have  my  highest  approbation.  With 
such  men,  sustained  as  we  shall  be  by  the  patriots  and 
lovers  of  liberty  in  our  mother-country,  hateful  Des- 
potism cannot  find  a  I'esting-place  for  the  sole  of  her 
foot  on  the  beautiful  plains  of  "Texas!  A  volume 
would  not  contain  the  deeds  of  individual  daring  and 
bravery.  Each  captain  has  been  required  to  make 
report,  and  I  hope  justice  will  be  done  to  all  the  brave 
spirits  who  mingled  in  the  glorious  achievement  of 
yesterday.*  My  aide-de-camp,  Dr.  Motley,  of  Ken. 
tucky,  fell  near  rae,  mortally  wounded,  and  soon  after 

*  NotmtliBtaEding  tha  fulne^  and  many  details  given  in  these  ceports, 
neither  contains  tie  slightest  allusion  to  Bob  L ,  who  always  looms  fore- 
most in  my  mind's  eye  when  contemplating  or  refieeting  upon  the  inoideats 
of  tlie  battJe  of  San  Jacinto, 

Bob  L—— was  a  large,  fins  looting  young  voluntEer  fromOeoi^ia,  who  did 
not  heav  tite  order  giten  to  his  company  or  regiment  before  the  chaise,  to  fall 
Bat  down  on  the  ground,  when  they  ehoiald  see  the  flash  of  the  enemy's  can- 
non, and  after  the  deadly  raiasiles  tad  passed  harmlessly  over  their  beads,  to 
rise  and  continue  the  charge. 

So  when  the  chaise  was  made  and  at  the  flash  of  the  enemy's  cannon,  all 
Ilia  comrades  fell  down  Sat  on  the  ground,  Eoh  supposed  they  were  all  killed, 
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his  spirit  took  its  flight  to  join  the  immoi'tal  Milam 
and  others  in  a  better  world. 

"  I  ha™  the  honor  to  be,  vei-y  respectfully,  yours, 
"Thomas  J.  Kttsk, 

"  Secretmy  of  War. 

"  P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  Gen.  Cos  has  been 
brought  in  a  prisoner  by  onr  cavalry, 

"T.  J.  EusK." 

James  A.  Sylvester  has  the  honor  of  capturing 
Santa  Anna,  but  did  not  know  his  distinguished  cap- 
tive until  he  ariived  in  camp  and  was  passing  by  the 
other  prisoners  (Col.  John  Milton  Swisher,  of  Austin, 
familiarly  known  as  Milt.  Swishei',  being  on  guard  at 
the  time),  when  thei/  recognized  him  and  exclaimed: 
"  El  Presidente !    el  Presidente ! " 

When  taken,  he  said  he  was  a  private  and  then  an 
aid  to  Santa  Anna.  He  shed  tears  and  kissed  the 
hand  of  his  captor,  no  doubt  fearing  that  the  mercy 
which  he  had  show^n  to  others  would  be  meted  out  to 
him. 

"When  brought  to  Gen.  Houston,  who  was  confined 

oad  quickly  oonoluding;  not  to  wait  for  another  disolmige,  he  broke  like  a 
quarter  horse  to  the  rear. 

Poor  Bob  never  could  explain  the  matter  to  Gen.  Houston's  Batiefaction, 
who  sent  for  him  after  the  battle,  and  advised  him  to  marty  into  a  brave 
family  and  oror.a  tlic  breed. 
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by  Hs  woTind,  lie  first  acknowledged  wlio  he  was.  "I 
am  G-en.  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  and  place 
myself  at  your  disposition  as  a  prisoner  of  war  ! " 

Gren.  Honston  seated  him  on  a  tool  chest,  when 
Rusk,  Almont6,  and  others  joined  them. 

At  hie  request,  Santa  Anna  was  given  some  opium, 
which  he  swallowed,  after  which  he  expressed  a  desire 
for  peace  between  Texas  and  Mexico. 

Gen.  Honston  granted  an  armistice,  but  declined  to 
enter  into  negotiations  for  permanent  peace,  since, 
Texas  having  a  govei'nment,  he,  had  no  right  to  make 
peace.  After  some  conversation  about  his  treatment 
of  Texaus  at  the  Alamo  and  Goliad,  which  Santa 
Anna  tried  to  justify,  the  former  by  the  rules  of  war, 
that,  "  when  a  fortress,  insufficient  to  defend  itself,  was 
summoned  to  enri'ender,  and  refused,  and  caused  tlie 
efEusion  of  human  blood,  the  vanquished,  when  it  was 
taken,  were  devoted  to  execution,"  the  latter,  by  the 
decrees  of  the  Mexican  Government  mating  them 
pi/i'Oies.  Gen.  Houston  obtained  from  him  the  fol- 
lowing order  to  his  second  in  command : 

"AliMT   OP   OrEKATIONS. 

"  ExCELLEHT  SiP. :  Having  yesterday  evening,  witli 
the  small  division  under  my  immediate  command,  had 
an  encounter  with  the  enemy,  which  notwithstanding 
1  had  previously  taken  all  possible  precautions,  proved 
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unfortunate,  I  am,  in  consecLuence,  a  prisoner  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Under  these  circumstances, 
your  excellency  will  order  General  Gaona  with  hie 
division  to  countermarch  to  Bexar,  and  wait  for 
orders.  Youi-  excellency  will  also,  with  the  division 
under  your  immediate  command,  march  to  the  same 
place.  The  division  under  command  of  General  Urrea 
will  ■  retire  to  Guadalupe  Victoria.  I  have  agreed 
with  General  Houston  for  an  armistice,  until  matters 
can  be  so  regulated  that  the  war  will  cease  forever. 

"  Your  excellency  will  talie  the  proper  steps  for  the 
support  of  the  army,  which  from  this  time  remains 
imder  your  command,  using  the  moneys  lately  arrived 
from  Metamoras,  the  provisions  on  hand  there,  as  well 
as  those  at  Victoria,  and  also  the  twenty  thousand 
dollars  withdra"v\Ti  from  Bexar,  and  which  are  now  in 
that  treasury. 

"I  hope  your  excellency  will,  without  failure, 
comply  with  these  dispositions — advising  me,  by  re- 
tm'n  of  the  courier,  that  you  have  already  com- 
menced their  execution.     God  and  liberty  ! 

"  Oamp  at  Sas  Jacinto,  Api-U  3<S,  1833. 

"  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna. 

"  To  HIS  EXCELLESCT  DOS  ViCEHTB  FlLISOI-A, 

"  General  of  DivUkin.'' 

After  receiving   this   document,  General  Houston 
Santa  Anna's  tent  to  bo  placed  near  him,  gave 
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him  Ms  baggage,  sent  him  his  servants,  stafE  officers, 
and  treated  Mm  generally  as  kindly  as  a  prisoner  conld 
be  treated. 

To  the  victors  lelong  the  spoils  :  so,  after  the  com 
missary-general  Lad  sold  all  the  captured  property, 
whicb  did  not  amount  to  $20,000,  he  distributed  their 
shares  to  men  and  officers,  who  voted  $3,000  to  the 
Navy. 

The  President  and  Ms  Cabinet  at  the  approach  of 
the  enemy  at  Harrisburg  left  that  place  and  reas- 
sembled at  Galveston,  from  whence  the  foUovi'ing 
order  was  issued : 


p  Was,  Galveston,  Apil  38, 1836. 
"  To  Gekeeal  Sam  Houston  :  If  you  consider  it 
inexpedient  to  risk  an  engagement  with  the  enemy, 
and  consider  a  retreat  inevitable  from  the  position  you 
now  occupy,  you  are  hereby  ordered  to  march  with 
the  army  under  your  command  to  the  nearest  and 
moat  convenient  point  to  this  island,  giving  informa- 
tion of  the  same  to  this  department,  when  transports 
will  be  sent  forthwith  to  cross  the  troops  to  tiiis 
island. 

"Waeren  D.  C.  Hall, 

'■^Acting  Secretary  of  War," 

Soon    after   this    the   government  learned  of  the 
change  of  things  and  the  Cabinet  came  to  San  Jacinto, 
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and  entered  into  negotiations    witb,  tlieii'  illiistiioua 
prisoner  for  a  treaty  of  peace. 

Upon  this  question  the  Cabinet  divided.  The  Pres- 
ident, D.  G.  Burnet — who,  says  Kennedy,  "  was  a  man 
of  unblemished  reputation,  courteous  manners,  and 
intellectual  attainments,  the   son  of  a  physician  in 

Newarli,  New  Jersey, who,  in  the  affairs  of 

Texas,  had  always  been  distinguished  by  calmness  and 
moderation,  and  had  not  unfrequently  been  exposed 
to  censure  for  declining  to  keep  pace  with  popular  im- 
patience. Whose  prudence  and  forbearance,  united 
with  firmness  and  perseverance,  well  qualified  him  to 
fill  the  difficult  post  to  which  he  had  been  called  by 
the  Convention,"— also  Zavala,  the  Vice-President,  the 
Secretary  of  State,  James  Collingsworth,  the  successor 
of  S.  P.  Carson,  and  Peter  W.  Grayson,  who  succeeded 
David  Thomas  as  Attorney-General,  were  in  favor 
of  making  a  treaty ;  while  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar,  who 
succeeded  General  Eask  as  Secretary  of  War, 
who  succeeded  General  Houston,  disabled,  as  com- 
mander-in-chief, and  Mohert  Potter,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  were  opposed  to  treating  with  Santa 
Anna  at  all,  but  were  in  favor  of  trying  and  punish- 
ing him. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Cabinet,  Secretary  Lamar  elo- 
quently said  that  "Ae  ratlier  considered  Mm.  as  cm 
apprehended  murderer  than   as  a  ^prisoner  of  war. 
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"The  eondiict  of  General  Saufca  Auna  will  not 
permit  me  to  view  him  in  any  other  light.  A  chief- 
tain battling  for  what  he  conceives  to  be  the  rights 
of  his  eonntry,  however  mistaken  in  his  views,  may 
be  privileged  to  make  hot  and  vigorous  war  upon  the 
foe;  but  when,  in  violation  of  all  the  principles  of 
civilized  conflict,  he  avows  and  acts  upon  the  revolt- 
ing policy  of  extermination  and  rapine,  slaying  the 
surrendered,  and  plundering  whom  he  slays,  he  for- 
feits the  commiseration  of  mankind,  by  sinking  the 
character  of  the  hero  into  that  of  an  abhorred  mui'- 
dei'er.  The  President  of  Mexico  has  ptirsued  such  a 
war  upon  the  citizens  of  this  republic.  He  has 
caused  to  be  published  to  the  world  a  decree,  denoun- 
cing as  pirates  beyond  the  reach  of  his  clemency  all 
who  shall  be  found  rallying  around  the  standai'd 
of  our  independence.  In  accx>rdance  with  this  decree, 
he  has  turned  over  to  the  sword  the  bravest  and  best 
of  our  friends  and  fellow-citizens  after  they  had 
grounded  their  arms,  under  the  most  solemn  pledge 
that  their  lives  should  be  spai'ed.  He  has  fired  our 
dwellings,  laid  waste  our  luxuriant  fields,  excited  ser- 
vile and  insurrectionary  war,  violated  plighted  faith, 
and  inhumanly  ordered  the  cold-blooded  butchery  of 
prisoners  who  had  been  betrayed  into  capitulation 
by  heartless  professions.  I  humbly  conceive  that  the 
proclamation  of  such  principles,  and  the  perpetration 
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of  sucli  crimes,  place  tlie  offender  out  of  the  pale  of 
negotiation,  and  demand  at  oni-  hands  other  treatment 
than  what  is  due  to  a  mere  prisoner  of  war.  Instinct 
condemns  him  as  a  murderer,  and  reason  justifies  the 
verdict.  Nor  should  the  ends  of  justice  be  averted 
because  of  the  exalted  station  of  the  criminal,  or  be 
made  to  give  way  to  the  suggestions  of  interest,  or 
any  cold  considerations  of  policy.  He  who  sacrifices 
human  life  at  the  shrine  of  ambition  is  a  mui-derer, 
and  deseiTes  the  punishment  and  infamy  of  one ;  the 
higher  the  offender,  the  greater  reason  for  its  inflic- 
tion. I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  our  prisonei', 
Generarl  Santa  Anna,  has  forfeited  his  life  by  the 
highest  of  all  crimes,  and  is  not  a  suitable  object  for 
the  exercise  of  our  pai-doning  prerogative. 

"  I  still  feel  that  strict  justice  requires  this  coume  ; 
tliat  it  is  sustained  by  reason,  and  will  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  present  generation,  as  well  as  the 
approving  voice  of  posterity.  If  the  Cabinet  could 
concur  with  me  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  and 
march  boldly  up  to  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  line  of 
right,  it  would  fonn  a  bright  page  in  the  history 
of  this  infant  nation.  It  would  read  well  iu  the 
future  annals  of  the  present  period,  that  the  first  act 
of  this  young  republic  was  to  teach  the  Caligula 
of  the  age  that,  in  the  administration  of  public  j  ns- 
tice,  the  vengeance  of  the  law  falls  alike  impartially 
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on  tlie  prince  and  tlie  peasant.  It  is  time  suck  a 
lesson  should  be  tanglit  the  despots  of  the  earth; 
they  have  too  long  enjoyed  an  exemption  from  the 
common  punishment  of  crime.  Throned  in  power, 
tliey  banquet  on  the  life  of  man,  and  then  purchase 
security  by  the  dispensation  of  favors.  We  have  it 
in  our  power  now  to  give  an  impulse  to  a  salutary 
change  in  this  order  of  things.  We  are  sitting  in 
judgment  upon  the  life  of  a  stupendous  villain,  who, 
like  all  others  of  his  race,  hopes  to  escape  the  blow 
of  merited  vengeance  by  the  strong  appeals  which 
his  exalted  station  enables  Mm  to  make  to  the  weak 
or  selfish  principles  of  nature.  Shall  he  be  pennitted 
to  realize  his  hopes  or  not  ?  Shall  our  resentment  be 
propitiated  by  promises,  or  shall  we  move  sternly  on- 
ward, regardless  of  favor  or  afEection,  to  the  inflic- 
tion of  a  righteous  punishment  ?  My  voice  is  ^Fiat 
justitia  mat  ccelrnn.'' " 

"  Let  the  same  punishment  be  awarded  him  which 
we  would  feel  bound  in  honor  and  conscience  to 
in'flict  on  a  subaltern  charged  and  convicted  of  a  like 
ofEence:  this  is  all  that  justice  can  require.  If  he 
have  committed  no  act  which  would  bring  condemna- 
tion on  a  private  individual,  then  let  him  be  pi'otected ; 
but  if  he  have  perpetrated  crimes  which  a  man 
in  humble  life  would  have  to  expiate  upon  the  scaf- 
fold, then  why  shield  him  from  the  just  operations  of 
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a  law  to  wliicli  another  is  held  amenable  ?  The 
exalted  criminal  finds  security  in  negotiation,  whilst 
the  subaltern  offender  is  given  over  to  the  sword  of 
the  executioner.  Surely  no  considerations  of  interest 
or  policy  can  atone  for  such  a  violation  of  principle. 
View  the  matter  in  every  possible  light,  and  Santa 
Anna  is  still  a  murderer. 

"  It  will  be  useless  to  talk  to  a  soldier  of  San 
Jacinto  about  national  independence  and  national 
domaiu,  so  long  as  the  bones  of  his  murdered  breth- 
ren lie  bleaching  on  the  prairies  unrevenged.  Treble 
the  blessings  proposed  to  be  gained  by  this  ne 
gotiation  will  be  considered  as  poor  and  valueless, 
when  weighed  against  that  prond  and  high  resent- 
ment which  the  soldier  feels  for  wi'ongs  received. 
In  the  day  of  battle  the  animating  cry  was '  Alamo  ! ' 
And  why  ?  Because  it  was  known  that  the  slaugh- 
terer of  the  Alamo  was  then  in  the  field :  it  was 
him  that  was  songht  It  was  not  against  the  poor 
and  degraded  instruments  of  his  tyranny  that  we 
warred ;  they  fell,  it  is  ti-ne,  before  our  avenging 
strokes  like  grass  before  the  reaper's  sickle. 

"  The  great  difficulty  in  dealing  with  onr  prisoner 
as  his  crimes  deserve  arises,  as  I  have  already  intima- 
ted, from  the  fact  that  education  will  not  pei'mit 
lis  to  strip  him  of  his  ill-gotten  honors,  and  view 
him  in  the  attitude  of  a  private  individual.      We  are 
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tauglit,  by  wliat  we  see  ai'ound  U3  in  early  childhood, 
to   reverence   wealth    and   power,  and  it  is  almost 
impossible  in  after-life  to  emancipate  the  mind  from 
the  slavish  thraldom  ;  so  that  when  we  approach  the 
guilty  lords  of  creation,   there   is   an  involuntai-y 
shrinking  back,    as    if  we  deemed  them  privileged 
in  enormity,  and  not  amenable  to  us  for  their  out- 
rages.    We  feel  that  we  should  not  deal  with  them 
as  we  would  with  ordinaiy  men.     If  a  peasant,  con- 
victed of  murder,  shall  offer  a  bribe  for  the  preserva- 
tion  of   his   life,  it  meets  with  prompt  and  indig- 
nant repulsion ;  but  if  a  prince,  under  like  circum- 
stances, shall,  in  the  fulness  of  his  power,  propose 
some  lordly  favor,  it  is  accepted  with  avidity,  as  if 
it  were  upon  our  part  a  virtuous  performance  of 
duty.      Besides  this,  we  flatter  ourselves  that  there  ia 
nothing  wrong  in  the  transaction,  because    we  are 
not  personally  and  privately  the  beneficiaries  of  the 
bargain;  but  certainly  the  right  or  wrong  doth  not 
depend   upon  who    are  the  recipients,  whether  the 
public  or  an  individual.     If  we  have  a  right  thus 
to  act  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  we  can  do  the  same 
for   the   good   of  a   community ;  and  if  for  a  com- 
munity, we  can  for  a  family ;    and  if  for   a  family, 
why  may  not  that  family  be  our   own  %     This  mode 
of  reasoning  ^s'ilI  readily  exhibit  the  fallacy,  if  not 
the  immoralitv,  of  that  doctrine  which  draws  a  dis- 
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tinction  between  a  higli  and  a  low  ofiender,  and  jus- 
tifies a  negotiation  with  tlie  one  wiiicli  wonld  be 
odious  and  criminal  witb  tbe  otiier, 

"  Never  did  the  broad  eye  of  day  look  upon  a 
fouler  murder  ;  never  were  a  better  or  a  braver  people 
sacrificed  to  a  tyrant's  ferocity.  The  moat  of  them 
were  youthful  heroes. 

"  I  have  always  thought,  and  still  believe,  that  our 
sole  reliance  should  be  upon  our  swords,  and  not 
upon  the  faith  of  Santa  Anna.  If  the  armies  now  ou 
the  retreat  shall  dare  a  countermarch,  there  will  not 
be  in  the  next  battle  a  Mexican  left  to  tell  the  tale 
of  their  defeat ;  and  if  another  expedition  against  us 
shall  be  gotten  up  in  the  fall  or  the  spring,  there 
will  come  into  our  country  such  a  cavalcade  of  heroes 
as  will  make  their  chivalry  skip.  The  very  first 
army  that  turns  its  face  to  the  East  will  awaken  a  war 
which  will  move  onward  and  onward  over  the  broad 
prairies  of  the  West,  knowing  no  termination  until  it 
reaches  the  walls  of  Mexico,  where  we  shall  plant  the 
standard  of  the  Single  Star,  and  send  forth  our 
decrees  in  the  voice  of  our  ai-tillery. 

"  That  my  feelings  and  opinions  may  not  be  misap- 
prehended, I  beg  leave,  by  way  of  recapitulaticm,  to 
state,  that,  toward  the  common  soldiers  among  our 
Mexican  prisoners  I  cherish  no  malice  or  resentment 
looking  upon  the  most  of  then  in  the  light  of  unwill- 
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ing  instmments  in  the  handa  of  tyranny ;  neither  can 
I  perceive  in  the  conduct  of  the  officers  any  particu- 
lar act  "which  might  not  be  considered  as  legitimate 
in  a,  soldier  devoted  to  his  profession,  or  in  a  patriot 
enlisted  in  the  cause  of  hia  conntry.  These,  after 
an  eschange  of  prisoners,  I  would  retain  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Government  until  the  conclusion  of  the 
war;  but,  viewing  General  Santa  Anna  altogether 
in  a  different  attitude,  I  would  adopt  the  course  in 
reference  to  him  which  I  have  already  urged.  His 
crimes  being  sanguinary,  I  would  read  his  punish- 
ment from  the  Code  of  Draco.'" 

But  notwithstanding  this  eloquent  appeal  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Cabinet,  imbued  with  the  merciful  senti- 
ment of  Him  who  commanded  sinful  mortals  to  do 
good  for  evil,  to  pray  for  their  enemies— and  while 
expiring  upon  the  cross  appealingly  said  in  behalf  of 
his  murderers :  "  Faihei\  forgive  iliem  ;  iliey  hnrno  not 
what  they  iJ?," — voted  for  peace,  and  made  the  fol- 
lowing treaties  with  the  Mexican  president : 
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TREATY   OF  YELASCO,  MAY  14,  1836. 

PUBLIC   AGREEMENT. 

ArHdes  of  Agreement  entered  mto  'between,  His  ExeeUency  David  G.  Bur- 
met,  Pyeaident  of  the  BepuUic  of  Texas,  of  the  one  part,  and  His  Ex- 
cellency Genei'dl  Amtonio  Lopbz  db  Santa  Aska,  Preddent-  Geuei'al-in- 
OMef  of  the  Mexican  Army,  of  the  other  part ; — 

ARTICLE  1.  G-eneral  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa 
Anna  agrees  that  lie  will  not  take  up  arms,  nor  will 
he  exercise  his  inflnenee  to  cause  them  to  be  taten 
up,  against  the  people  of  Texas,  during  the  present 
war  of  independence. 

Article  2.  All  hostilities  between  the  Mexican 
and  Texan  troops  will  cease  immediately,  both  on  land 
and  water. 

Aeticlb  3.  The  Mexican  troops  will  evacuate  the 
territory  of  Texas,  passing  to  tbe  other  side  oi  the 
Rio  Grande  del  Norte. 

Article  4,  The  Mexican  army,  in  its  retreat,  shall 
not  take  the  property  of  any  person  without  his  eon- 
sent  and  just  indemnification,  using  only  such  articles 
as  may  be  necessary  for  its  subsistence  in  cases  where 
the  owners  may  not  be  present,  and  remitting  to  the 
commander  of  the  army  of  Texas,  or  to  the  commis- 
sioners to  be  appointed  for  the  adjustment  of  such 
matters,  an  account  of  the  value  of  the  property  con- 
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sumed,  tlie  place  where  taken,  and  the  name  of  the 
owner,  if  it  can  be  ascertained. 

Aeticlb  5.  That  all  private  property,  including 
horses,  cattle,  negro  slaves,  or  indentured  persons  of 
whatever  denomination,  that  may  have  been  captured 
by  any  portion  of  the  Mexican  army,  or  may  have 
taken  refuge  in  the  said  army,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  late  invasion,  shall  be  restored  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  ,Texan  army,  or  to  such  other  persons 
as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Government  of  Texas  to 
receive  them. 

Article  6.  The  troops  of  both  armies  \\'ill  refrain 
from  coming  into  contact  with  each  other  ;  and,  to 
this  end,  the  commander  of  the  army  of  Texas  will  be 
careful  not  to  approach  vrithin  a  shoi-ter  distance  of 
the  Mexican  aiiny  than  five  leagues,* 

Aeticle  7.  The  Mexican  army  shall  not  make  any 
other  delay  on  its  march  than  that  which  is  necessary 
to  take  up  their  hospitals,  baggage,  etc,  and  to  cross 
the  I'ivers.  Any  delay,  not  necessary  to  these  pur- 
poses, to  be  considered  an  infraction  of  this  agree- 
ment. 

Article  8.  By  express,  to  be  immediately  despatch- 
ed, this  agreement  shall  be  sent  to  General  Filisola, 
and  to  General  T.  J.  Rusk,  commander  of  the  Texan 

*  Nearly  tliirteea  and  one-siictlj  miles. 
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army,  in  order  that  they  may  be  apprised  of  its  stipu- 
lations ;  and,  to  this  end,  they  will  exchange  engage- 
ments to  comply  with  the  same. 

AitTiCLB  9.  That  all  Texan  prisoners  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  Mexican  army,  or  its  authorities,  be 
forthwith  released,  and  furnished  with  freepassports  to 
retm'u  to  their  homes ;  in  consideration  of  which  a  cor- 
responding number  of  Mexican  prisoners,  rank  and 
file,  now  in  possession  of  the  Government  of  Texas, 
shall  be  immediately  released.  The  remainder  of  the 
Mexican  prisoners  that  continue  in  possession  of  the 
Government  of  Texas,  to  be  treated  with  due  human- 
ity :  any  extraordinary  comforts  that  may  be  furnish- 
ed them  to  be  at  the  charge  of  the  Government  of 
Mexico. 

Abticle    10.    General    Antonio  Lopez    de    Santa 

Anna  will  be  sent  to  Vera  Cruz,  as  soon  as  it  shall  be 

deemed  proper. 

The  contracting  parties  sign  this  instrument  for  the 

above-mentioned  purposes,  by  duplicate,  at  the  port  of 

Velasco,  this  the  14th  day  of  May,  1836. 

David  G.  Bubnet, 

Awt".  Lopez  de  Sawta  Anna. 

James  Collingsworth,  SeGretm-y  of  State. 
Bailey  Haedemah,  Secretary  of  the  Treasv/ry. 
P.  H.  Gratson,  Attorney- General. 
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SECRET  AGREEMENT. 

Amtonio  Lopbz  Dm  Santa  Ansa,  Qeaeral-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of 
Operations,  and  I^esident  ofihs  SepuVHo  of  Meaico,  "before  the  Govern 
ment  established  m  2fe«as,  solemnly  pledges  Jdmself  to  fulfil  the  Stipula 
ticms  contained  in  the  following  Ai^icles,  so  far  aiconesrni  himself : — 

Abtiolb  1.  He  "will  not  take  up  arms,  nor  cause 
tliem  to  be  taken  up,  against  the  people  of  Texas, 
during  the  present  war  for  independence. 

Article  2.  He  will  give  his  orders  that,  in  the 
shortest  time,  the  Mexican  troops  may  leave  the  ter- 
ritory of  Texas. 

Article  3.  He  will  so  prepai'e  matters  in  the  Cab- 
inet of  Mexico,  that  the  mission  that  may  be  sent 
thither  by  the  Government  of  Texas  may  be  well  re- 
ceived, and  that  by  means  of  negotiations  all  differ- 
ences may  be  settled,  and  the  independence  that  has 
been  declared  by  the  Convention  may  be  acknow- 
ledged. 

Aetiole  4.  Atreaty  of  commerce,  amity,  and  limits, 
will  be  established  between  Mexico  and  Texas,  the 
territory  of  the  latter  not  to  extend  beyond  the  Rio 
Bravo  del  Korte. 

Aktiole  5.  The  present  return  of  General  Santa 
Anna  to  Vera  Cruz  being  indispensable  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  his  solemn  engagements,  the  Govern- 
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meat  of  Texas  will  provide  for  his  immediate  em- 
barkation for  said  port. 

Article  6.  This  instrument,  being  obligatory  on 
one  part  as  well  as  on  the  other,  will  be  signed  in  du- 
plicate, remaining  folded  and  sealed  until  the  negotia- 
tions shall  have  been  concluded,  when  it  will  be  re- 
stored to  his  excellency  General  Santa  Anna  ;  no  use 
of  it  to  be  made  before  that  time,  unless  there  should 
be  an  infraction  by  either  of  the  contracting  parties. 

PoBT  OF  Tblasoo,  May  tJie  XUh,  1836. 

Anto.  Lopez  de  Sajjta  Amna. 

David  G  Boenet. 
James  CoLLiifGswoKTH,  SeGreta/ry  of  State. 
Bailey  Haiidemah,  Secretary  of  the    Treasury. 
P.  H.  GiLVTsoN,  Attorney-General. 

The  ratification  by  General  Fiiisola  of  the  public 
agreementj  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of  the  StU 
article,  took  place  on  the  26th  May,  1836,  more 
than  a  month  after  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto. 
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Retreat  of  the  Mexican  Aimy  under  Filiaola.^Qeneral  Woll  taken  prisoa- 
ei'. — Houston,  hia  wound,  retirement,  etc. — Santa  Anna  and  the  Tosaa 
Cabinet  at  Valaaco. — His  protect  and  the  President's  answer,  etc. 

"TTTIIEN  news  of  tlie  defeat  and  capture  of 
*  *  Santa  Anna  reached  Gen.  Filisola,  he  was  at  the 
Brazos.  "  On  the  afternoon  of  the  23d,"  says  Filisola, 
"  I  was  conclnding  the  operation  of  sending  across  the 
river  the  section  with  which  General  Gaona  was  to 
march  to  Nacogdoches,  when  a  soldier  of  the  frontier 
dragoons  presented  to  me  a  small  piece  of  paper,  wi'it- 
ten  with  a  pencil,  by  Colonel  Mariano  Garcia,  first  aid 
of  Guerrero,  in  which  he  informed  me  of  the  unfortu- 
nate occurrence  of  the  afternoon  of  the  21st.  A  short 
time  after,  some  fugitives  arrived,  and  among  them 
Captain  Miguel  Aguirre,  of  the  Tarapico  regiment, 
wounded  in  the  action  in  the  thigh,  by  a  rifle-ball, 
v7ho  said  that  the  defeat  had  been  perfect,  and  the 
existence  of  the  President  quite  doubtfuL  Such  news 
made  me  immediately  suspend  the  passage  of  the  riv- 
er by  the  force  that  was  to  have  gone  with  Gaona, 
and  to  send  a  picket  of  cavalry  in  the  direction  of 
the  battle-ground,  as  much  to  acquire  correct  infor- 
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mation  of  tlie  actual  fate  of  the  Pi'esident  as  to  pi'O- 
teet  tJie  fugitives  who  might  have  escaped.  But  the 
enemy  had  burnt  the  bridge,  whicli  was  the  only  road 
for  retreating ;  and  conaequently  the  picket  accom- 
plished little  or  nothing  in  either  respect,  for  all  had 
been  tilled  or  made  prisoners.  Alarm  and  discour- 
agement was  general  among  all  classes,  for  it  was  be- 
lieved that  all  the  prisoners,  the  President  included, 
would  have  been  shot,  as  a  reprisal  for  the  conduct 
observed  with  theirs  at  Bexar  and  Goliad." 

Soon  this  aid/I'm  mid  discov/fagement  turned  to  a 
pcmic  and  a  fligJd — the  road  from  the  ferry  over  the 
Brazos  to  Victoria,  was  strewn  with  wagons,  baggage, 
artilleiy,  kettles,  blankets  and  broken-down  horses. 
The  streams  were  all  swollen,  the  roads  all  miry,  and 
the  commissary  of  the  unfortunate  Mexicans  empty. 
A  quart  of  corn  sold  for  a  dollar,  and  a  loaf  of  bread 
for  three  dollars.  Even  officers  went  days  without 
bread  to  eat. 

On  the  28th,  Deaf  Smiih  caught  up  ivith  the  fugi- 
tives and  handed  to  Filisola  the  order  of  Santa  Anna 
to  retreat,  but  he  didn't  atop ;  he  kept  on  retreating, 
yet  sent  Gen.  Well  back  to  see  about  things  with  a 
flag  of  tinice.  Gen.  Houston,  who  still  commanded, 
feai'ing  that  if  tidings  went  back  through  Gen.  Woll 
of  the  paucity  of  the  Texan  army,  that  possibly  Fill- 
sola,  who  yet  commanded  more  than  four  thousand 
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men,  miglit  again  advance  and  tvjMs  luck  in  another 
battle — put  Gen.  Woll  under  an'est. 

Gen.  Woll,  wishing  to  return  to  Filisola,  appealed 
to  the  flag  of  truce  which  he  bore  into  the  Texana' 
camp,  but  it  was  not  of  any  use.  Gen.  Houston 
thought  he  had  found  out  too  much,  and  detained 
him. 

On  the  5tb  May,  1836,  he  turned  over  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  to  Gen.  Rusk,  and  on  taking  leave 
of  t7i£  heroes  of  San  Jaoviito  issued  the  following  very 
complimentary  address : 

"  CoMKADEs :  Circumstances  connected  with  the 
battle  of  the  21st  render  our  separation  for  the  pres- 
ent unavoidable.  I  need  not  express  to  you  the 
many  painful  sensations  which  that  necessity  inflicta 
upon  me.  I  am  solaced,  however,  by  the  hope  that 
we  vnll  soon  be  retimted  in  the  great  cause  of  liberty. 
Brigadier-General  Rusk  is  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  army  for  the  present,  I  confide  in  his  valor, 
his  patriotism,  and  his  wisdom.  His  conduct  in  the 
battle  of  San  Jacinto  was  sufficient  to  insure  your 
confidence  and  regard.  The  enemy,  though  retreat- 
ing, are  still  within  the  limits  of  Texas.  Their  situa- 
tion being  known  to  you,  you  cannot  be  taken  by 
surprise In  taking  leave  of  my  brave  com- 
rades in  arms,  I  cannot  suppress  the  expi'ession   of 

that  pride  which  I  so  justly  feel  in  having  had  the 
13* 
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tonor  to  command  them  in  person ;  nor  will  I  with 
hold  the  tribute  of  my  warmest  admiration  and  grati- 
tude for  the  promptness  with  whicli  my  orders  were 
executed,  and  union  maintained  thi'ougk  the  army." 

It  has  been  said  that  Gen.  Houston  did  not  wish  to 
fight  Santa  Anna  at  San  Jacinto,  but  wished  to  re- 
treat towards  Nacogdoches  and  the  Bed  lands. 

Gen.  M.  B.  Lamar  says  (Galveston  News.,  June  23d, 
1855)  ;  "  Some  time  after  the  council  of  war,  I  met 
Gen.  Houston,  and  expressed  to  him  the  strong  desire 
of  the  army  to  make  battle.  He  replied  neai'ly  as 
follows :  '  Sir,  can  I  whip  Santa  Anna  and  his  whole 
army  by  myself  ? '  Would  you  have  me  attack  them 
alone  ?  The  officers  are  all  opposed  to  fighting,  and 
so  are  the  men.  I  have  always  been  ready  to  fight, 
but  the  army  has  not,  and  how  can  I  battle  ? '  This 
language  astonished  me  much,  because  it  was  so 
directly  opposed  to  my  knowledge  of  facts ;  but  being 
a  stranger  in  the  army,  and  scarcely  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Houston,  I  dropped  the  subject.  Soon  after  this, 
I  saw  Col,  John  A,  "Wharton,  and  repeated  to  him 
what  Gen.  Houston  had  said.  Whai-ton  inquired : 
'  Do  yoa  think  he  will  fight  ? '  My  reply  was ;  '  He 
says  he  will.'  Taking  leave  of  me,  the  Colonel  re- 
paired immediately  to  Gen.  Houston,  and  asked  him 
if  he  would  order  a  battle  provided  the  array  waa 
ready  to  make  the  attack.     Houston  sttid  he  would. 
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Tliis  1  got  from  Wharton,  immediately  after  his  leav- 
ing Houston.  In  a  short  time  there  was  a  general 
rejoicing  through  the  camp  :  and  Wharton  was  dash- 
ing from  point  to  point,  ordering  a  general  parade,  and 
mcbrshaUiiig  the  troops  for  battle  !  .  .  .At  the  moment 
we  were  all  preparing  for  battle,  and  the  lines  were 
actually  forming,  Houston  came  to  me,  and  said,  in  a 
whining  and  despairing  tone :  '  Col.  Lamar,  do  you 
really  think  we  ought  to  fight  ? '  My  reply  was ;  '  Geu. 
Houston,  your  question  comes  too  late.  What  did  we 
eome  here  for,  but  to  fight? ' " 

(ren.  Houston  after  speating  of  Sherman's  charge 
on  the  20tb,  says  ; 

"  Things  remained  without  any  change  until  about 
twelve  o'clock,  when  the  general  was  asked  to  call  a 
council  of  war.  No  council  of  war  had  ever  been 
solicited  before.'  It  seemed  strange  to  him.  What 
indications  had  appeared  he  did  not  know.  The  coun- 
cil was  called,  however,  consisting  of  six  field  officers 
and  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  proposition  was  put 
to  the  council,  '  Shall  we  attack  the  enemy  in  position, 
or  receive  their  attack  in  ours?'  The  two  junior 
ofiieers — for  such  is  the  way  of  taking  the  sense  of 
courts  in  the  army — ^were  in  favor  of  attacking  tbe 
enemy  in  position.  The  four  seniors,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  who  spoke,  said,  that  '  to  attack  veteran 
troops  with  raw  militia  is  a  thing  unheard  of ;    to 
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charge  upon  tlie  enemy  witliout  bayonets  in  an  open 

prairie,  hfid  never  been  known ;  our  situation  is  strong ; 

in  it  we  can  wbip  all  Mexico.'  "    Understanding  tliis 

as  the  sense  of  tbe  council,  tbe  general  dismissed  them. 

They  went  to  their  respective  places. 

'*  In  the  morning  the  sun  had  risen  brightly,  and  he 

determined  with  this  omen,  '  To-day  the  battle  shall 

take  place.'" 

But  overlooking  the  fact  that  a  challenge  passed 
between  Grens,  Lamar  and  Houston,  that  they  were 
enemies — that  the  Secretary  of  State,  S,  P.  Carson, 
wrote  to  Gen.  Houston  on  the  14th  of  April,  1836  : 
"  My  view  is,  that  you  should  fall  back,  if  necessary, 
to  the  Sabine.  I  am  warranted  in  saying  that  volun- 
teer troops  will  come  on  in  numbers,  from  the  United 

States You  must  fall  back,  and  hold  out,  and 

let  nothing  goad  or  provoke  you  to  a  battle,  unless 
you  can,  without  doubts  whip  them,  or  unless  you  are 
compelled  to  fight." 

Overlooking  also  the  following  letter  to  Henry 
Eaguet,  (. 


"  Camp  at  HAEaisBnia,  April  IQtli,  1885. 

"  This  morning  we  are  in  preparation  to  meet  Santa 

Anna,     It  is  the  only  chance  of  saying  Texas,     From 

time  to  time  I  have  looked  for  reinforcements,  in  vain. 

The  Convention    adjom-ning   to    Harrisburg  struck 
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panic  tliroTigliout  tlie  country.  Texas  could  liave 
started  at  least  4,000  men;  we  liave  only  about  700 
to  march  witli,  besides  the  camp  guard.  "We  go  to 
conquer.  It  is  wisdom  growing  out  of  necessity  to 
meet  and  fight  the  enemy  now.  Every  oonsideration 
enforces  it.  N'o  previous  occasion  would  justify  it. 
The  troops  are  injme  spirits,  and  now  is  the  time  for 


"Adjntant-Greneral  "Wharton,  Ins.  Gen.  Hockley, 
aide-de-camp  Horton,  aides-de-camp  "W".  H.  Fatten, 
Collingsworth. 

"  Volunteer  aids,  Perry,  Perry. 

"Maj.  Coolc,  Assistant  Inspector-General  will  be 
with  me. 

"  "We  shall  nse  onr  best  efforts  to  fight  the  enemy, 
to  such  advantage  as  will  insure  victory  though  the 
odds  are  greatly  against  us.  I  leave  the  result  in  the 
hands  of  a  wise  God,  and  rely  upon  His  providence. 

"  My  countiy  will  do  justice  to  those  who  serve 
her.  The  lights  for  which  we  fight  will  be  secured, 
and  Texas  fi'ee. 

"  Sam  Houston, 

"  Commander-in-  Chief. 
"  Col.  Kusk  is  in  the  iield. 

"  HOUSTOM." 

Yet  it  is  consonant  to  Gen.  Houston's  character, 
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that  he  made  it  appear  that  he   "v^'ished  to  retreat 
ratlier  thau  fight. 

It  is  said  that  he  was  very  anxions  for  bis  oldest 
son  to  be  named  after  him,  yet  he  insisted  on  Mrs. 
Houston's  naming  the  hoy  herself,  saying  M  would 
Ticme  nothijbff  to  do  in  the  matter  whatever. 

Mrs.  Houston  begged  him  to  name  the  child !  No, 
Tie  would  have  no  hand  in  it.  Finally  she  asked  him 
to  suggest  a  name. 

"  "Well,  madam,"  said  he,  "  my  mother  named  me 
Sam,  and  I'm.  not  ashamed  of  it.  Suppose  you  name 
the  boy  Sam  !  "     And  the  child  was  named  Sam. 

So  he  may  have  acted  with  regard  to  the  battle 
of  San  Jacinto — appearing  not  to  desire  it,  yet  really 
anxious  for  it. 

After  issuing  the  address  as  stated,  in  consequence 
of  his  wounded  ankle.  Gen.  Houston  went  to  New 
Orleans  for  medical  treatment,  where  more  than 
twenty  pieces  of  fractured  bone  were  taken  out. 

In  the  meantime  the  Texan  Cabinet  had  moved  to 
Velasco,  where  the  treaties  with  Santa  Anna  were 
made,  and  on  the  let  of  June,  in  pursuance  of  the 
public  agreement, 'placed.  Santa  Anna,  Cols.  Almonte 
and  Nunez,  with  Caro,  his  private  secretary,  on  board 
the  Invincible,  J.  Brown,  commander,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  sending  him  to  Vera  Cruz. 

Santa  Anna,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Cabinet, 
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issued  tie  following    short    fai'ewell    to  the  Texan 
army : 

"  Mt  Feiewds  :  I  have  been  a  witness  of  yom- 
courage  in  the  field  of  battle,  and  know  yon  to  be 
generous.  Kely  with  confideace  on  my  sincerity,  and 
yon  shall  never  have  cause  to  regret,  the  kindness 
shown  me.  In  returning  to  my  native  land,  I  beg 
you  to  receive  the  thanks  of  your  grateful  friend. 
Farewell ! 

"Ant".  Lopez  de  Sahta  Akna." 

'■Tblabco,  jMns  1,1836." 

But  before  the  Invincible  sailed.  Gen.  T.  J.  Grreen, 
witli  330  volunteers,  arrived  from  Kew  Orleans  on 
the  steamer  Oceam.  A  public  meeting  was  held,  vio- 
lent speeches  made,  and  great  opposition  expressed  to 
the  release  of  Santa  Auna,  "  In  this  state  of  things," 
says  Gen.  Green,  "  President  Burnet  addressed  me 
a  note,  requesting  an  interview,  and  asking  my 
opinion  in  tbis  emergency.  I  told  him  that,  as  to  any 
violence  being  ofEered  to  him  or  Ms  Cabinet,  I  pledged 
my  honor  to  shield  him  and  them  with  my  life ;  but 
that  I  was  of  opinion  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
overwhelming  public  will  of  the  citizens  of  the 
country,  he  should  remand  the  prisoner  ashore,  and 
await  the  public  will  to  determine  his  fate.  The 
Pi'esident  promptly  replied  that  he  would  do  so." 
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Santa  Anna  and  suite  were  disembarked  and  again 
placed  under  guard. 

Army  supplies  were  short  at  Velasco  and  the  want 
of  provisions  sorely  vexed  the  volunteers. 

An  address  was  written,  signed  by  officers  and  men, 
to  the  President,  saying :  "  "We  shall  not,  however, 
address  you  in  that  spirit, of  irritation  and  indignation 
which  pervades  every  one  in  this  army,  but  in  the 
tone  which  should  ever  characterize  the  intercov/rse 
between  the  ruling  ^parties  in  a  country."  After  set- 
ting forth  their  privations  and  want  of  provisions, 
they  continue :  "  And  to  whom  are  we  to  charge  these 
injuries  ?  Surely  to  you,  aa  the  President  of  this 
republic  !  It  was  your  duty  to  have  paid  particular 
attention  to  the  army ;  to  have  inquired  out  their 
wants,  and  relieved  them.  It  was  surely  your  duty 
to  have  caused  provisions,  at  least,  to  have  been  fur- 
nished, and  to  have  dropped  all  other  matters  until 
this  was  done  ;  and  you  will  not  be  surprised  to  learn 
that  the  indignation  and  exasperation  of  the  army  is 
now  very  great  at  the  total  failure  to  pay  attention 
to  them,  and  the  consequencGS  may  J>e  serious  if  re- 
dress is  not  had.  And  we  now  require  that  this  army 
be  immediately  furnished  with  a  sufficiency  of  such 
provisions  and  clothes  as  the  public  may  possess  or 

can  be  procured In  conclusion,"  they  said,  "  we 

repeat  to  you.  General  Santa  Anna  must  he  safely 
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secured,  and  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  coming 
Congress." 

On   receiving  this    address   the  President   remon- 
etrated.    He  reminded  the  citizens  in  the  field,  that 
"  deeds  of  valor  were  not;  alone  sufficient  to  establish 
the  high  character  of  an  enlightened,  patriotic,  and 
Christian  people — a  scrupulons  regard  to  the  estab- 
lished  and  beneficent  principles    of    morality  were 
equally  indispensable.      Their  country  had  but  re- 
cently aspired  to  a  standing  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth;    her   character,    only   partially    displayed   at 
home,  had  not  been  developed  abroad ;  and  much  of 
her  future  happiness  and  prosperity  depended  upon 
the  moral  qualities  that  should  be  unfolded  to  the 
world  in  the  development  of  that  character.      The 
Government  of  Texas  had  deliberately  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  the  President,  Santa  Anna ;  that  treaty 
might  or  might  not  be  wise  ;  be  it  what  it  raight,  it 
had  been  solemnly  made,  and  the  good  faith  of  Texas 
was  pledged  for  its  consummation.    The  treaty  had 
for  its  ultimate  object  a  firm  peace  with  Mesieo, 
based  upon  the  full  recognition  of  Texan  indepen- 
dence.    The  price  to  be  paid  for  a  blessing,  great  in 
the  estimation  of  every  good  citizen  and  patriotic  sol- 
dier, was   the  enlargement  of   the  President,  Santa 
Anna,  and  his  restoration  to  Mexico. 

"  It  was  alleged,  that  Santa  Anna  was  faithless  and 
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ua-worthy  of  trust — tbat  lie  was  a  prisoner,  and  inca 
pable  of  treating — and  a  murderer,  ttat  ouglit  to  be 
esecuted.  To  this  he  replied  that  the  govermnent  Iwd 
ah'ead/y  treated  with  him,  and  that  Tie  had perfornied, 
and  was  daily  performvng,  part  of  his  sttpulations 
The  treaty  having  been  ratified  by  execntory  compli- 
ance on  one  part,  was  irrevocably  and  solemnly  binding 
on  the  other.  Besides,  the  government  believed  that 
Santa  Anna's  highest  political  interests  would  require 
the  complete  execution  of  the  principal  stipulation  in 
his  part  of  the  treaty.  '  Is  there  any  man  in  Texas 
■v^ho  does  not  believe  that  it  is  impossible  for  Mexico 
to  subdue  this  country,  and  retain  it  bs  an  integral 
paii;  of  the  Mexican  Republic  ?  No  man  in  Texas  is 
more  fully  and  impressively  convinced  of  the  impossi- 
bility than  is  the  President,  Santa  Anna.  He  has 
learned  the  fact  by  sore  experience,  the  best  possible 
teacher  of  practical  truths.  Will  he  then  be  faithless 
to  his  own  plain  interests,  and  to  the  interests  of  his 
country  % ' 

"  It  was  objected  that  Santa  Anna  was  a  murderer, 
and  ought  to  be  tried  and  executed.  He  (Pi'esident 
Burnet)  had  yet  to  learn  the  principle  of  international 
or  civil  law  that  would  justify  the  courts,  civil  or 
military,  of  one  belligerent  nation  in  taking  cognizance 
of  the  official  military  acts  of  the  opposing  com- 
mander-in-chief.   But  supposing  the  right  of  jurisdic- 
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tion  to  exist,  they  were  debarred  from  exercising  it 
b-y  the  military  convention  agreed  npon  and  ratified 
between  General  Houston  and  the  Mexican  chief, 
before  the  Government  were  apprised  of  his  capture, 
in  pUTSuance  of  which,  General  Filisola  had  agreed 
to  evacuate  their  territory,  and  had  already  passed 
the  Kueces,  and  was  probably  by  that  time  ,crossing 
the  Eio  Grande,  at  the  head  of  5,000  men." 

In  conclusion  he  objected  to  having  his  duties  pre- 
scribed by  (m  m-med  force,  which,  if  adopt-ed  as  a 
precedent,  might  end  in  milita/ry  misrule. 

No  doubt  there  was  cause  for  complaint  on  the  part 
of  the  troops,  for  if  nothing  to  eat  is  not  a  good  cause, 
what  can  be?  But  who  could  remove  that  cause? 
'Tis  strange — but  'tis  true — the  horse  nim^i-nes  did  it, 
in  this  way:  Major  T.  W,  Burton,  with  a  company 
of  Rangers,  was  commanded  to  scour  the  coast  from 
Yelasco  to  Copano,  and  discovering  a  vessel  in  the 
bay  of  Copano,  signalled  the  same  to  send  its  boat 
ashore,  when,  in  answer,  a  boat  with  five  Mexicans 
landed  who  were  immediately  captured,  and  the  boat 
manned  by  sixteen  Rangers— these  hastened  back  to 
the  vessel,  boarded  and  took  it.  With  this  vessel, 
which  was  called  the  Watchmmi,  loaded  with  provi- 
sions for  the  Mexican  army,  Major  Burton  approached 
and  captured  two  others — the  Comanche  and  Fanny 
Sutler,  both  aUofrdgMed  with  provisions,  and  the 
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tHree  sent  into  Velasco.  Major  Burton  and  hia 
Hangers  were  called  horse  marines.,  and  by  tbese  val- 
uable cargoes  relieved  tbe  ivants  of  tbe  troops. 

Gen.  Santa  Anna,  mortified,  and  no  donbt  extremely 
troubled  at  his  longer  detainment,  on  tbe  9tb  of  June 
sent  to  President  Burnet  tbe  following  Protest : 

"  I  protest  against  the  violation  of  tbe  faitb  en- 
gaged in  tbe  agreement  made  between  me  and  tbe 
Government  of  Texas,  signed  tbe  14tb  of  May  ult 
and  commenced  verbally  witb  tbe  general-in-cbief  of 
tbe  army  of  Texas,  Sam  Houston,  and  T,  J.  Rusk, 
Secretary  of  "War. 

"  1st.  For  baving  been  treated  more  like  an  ordi- 
nary criminal  tban  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  the  bead  of  a 
respectable  nation,  even  after  tbe  agreements  bad  been 
commenced. 

"  2d.  For  the  treatment  as  prisoner  of  war,  and  ill 
usage  received  by  the  Mexican  general,  Adrian  Woll, 
who  had  come  to  tbe  Texan  camp  witb  a  flag  of  truce, 
under  the  safeguard  and  word  of  honor  of  Gen.  Hous- 
ton, and  witbtbeconsentof  themembers  of  tbe  Cabinet. 

"  3d.  Against  tbe  non-fulfilment  of  the  exchange  of 
prisoners,  stipulated  in  the  9tb  article,  inasmuch  as, 
up  to  tbe  present  time,  not  even  one  Mexican  prisoner 
of  war  has  been  set  at  liberty,  notwithstanding  tbe 
liberty  given  to  all  the  Texans  in  possession  of  tbe 
army  under  my  command. 
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"  4tli.  Because  tlie  sine  qua  non  of  tlie  lOtii  ai-ticle, 
as  follows,  has  not  been  carried  into  effect ;  -wiiicli  is, 
that  I  stall  be  sent  to  Vera  Cmz  '  wlieii  tbe  govern- 
ment sball  deem  it  proper ; '  wliereas  tbe  President 
himself,  and  tke  Cabinet  of  Texas,  being  convinced  that 
I  had  punctually  fulfilled  all  my  engagements,  viz., 
that  the  Mexican  army,  4,000'  sti'ong,  should  retreat 
from  the  position  it  occupied  on  the  Brazos  to  beyond 
the  '  Rio  Gri'ande ; '  that  all  the  property  should  be 
given  up,  also  the  prisoners  of  war — -had  detennined 
on  my  embarking  iu  the  Texan  schooner  of  war,  the  In- 
vincible^  in  which  I  finally  did  embark  on  the  Ist  June 
instant,  after  addressing  a  short  farewell  to  the  Texans, 
wherein  I  thanked  them  for  their  generous  behavior, 
and  offered  my  eternal  gratitude. 

"  5th.  For  ithe  act  of  violence  committed  on  my  per- 
son, and  abuse  to  which  I  have  been  exposed,  in  com- 
pelling me  to  come  agaiu  ashore,  on  the  4th  instant, 
merely  because  130  volunteers,  under  the  commaud  of 
General  Thomas  J.  Green,  recently  landed  on  the 
beach  at  Velasco  from  New  Orleans,  had,  with  tumults 
and  with  threats,  requested  that  my  person  should  be 
placed  at  their  disposah 

"  Finally,  I  protest  against  the  violence  Ivept  up 
towards  me,  by  being  placed  in  a  narrow  prison,  sui'- 
rounded  with  sentinels,  and  suffering  privations  which 
absolutely  render  life  insupportable,  or  tend  to  hasten 
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death  ;  and  finally,  for  being  uncertain  in  regard  to 
my  future  fate,  and  that  of  the  other  prisoners,  not- 
withstanding a  solemn  treaty." 

To  the  protest  of  Santa  Anna,  President  Burnet 
answered  the  next  day,  with  "  profound  mortification," 
and  plead  the  action  of  the  army,  or  the  troops  at 
Velasco. 

"  But,"  lie  added,  "  the  causes  that  have  produced 
the  constraint  under  which  the  government  have  acted 
are  not  unknown  to  you,  and  I  should  regret  to  believe 
that  you  were  iiieapable  of  giving  to  tbem  a  just  ap- 
preciation. The  citizens,  and  the  citizen  soldiers  of 
Texas,  have  felt,  and  do  feel,  a  deep,  intense,  and 
righteous  indignation  at  the  many  atrocities  which 
have  been  perpetrated  by  the  troops  lately  under  your 
Excellency's  command  ;  and  especially  at  the  barbar- 
ous massacre  of  the  brave  Colonel  Fannin  and  his 
gallant  companions.  How  far  your  Excellency  par- 
ticipated in  that  abominable  and  inglorious  slaixghter 
I  am  not  disposed  to  conjecture  ;  but  it  is  both  natm-al 
and  true  that  the  people  of  Texas  impute  it  to  youi- 
'Excellency's  special  command. 

"  1st.  I  do  not  precisely  comprehend  the  character 
of  the  treatment  objected  to,  and  would  have  been 
pleased  to  have  had  the  specifications.  If  your  Ex- 
cellency alludes  to  the  accommodations  which  have 
been  assigned  to  you,  I  would  reply  that  I  have  cheei'- 
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fully  subjected  my  own  sick  family  to  many  hard- 
ships in  order  to  render  to  your  Exceileacy  the  best 
accommodations  in  our  power.  That  we  are  at  present 
destitute  of  the  ordinary  comforts  of  life  is  mainly 
attributable  to  yonr  Excellency's  visit  to.  our  new 
coTintry ;  and  on  this  account  we  feel  less  regret  that 
you  should  partake  of  our  privations. 

"  2d.  Your  second  protest,  relating  to  the  treatment 
experienced  by  the  Mexican  general,  Adrian  Woll, 
involves  some  facts  which  I  do  sincerely  deplore,  but 
for  which  this  government  is  not  strictly  responsible. 
"  Your  Excellency  is  sensible  that  we  have  done  all 
in  our  power  to  guarantee  the  safe  return  of  Gen. 
Woll  to  the  Mexican  camp ;  but  our  orders  have  been 
contravened  by  the  commander  of  the  Texan  army,  at 
a  remote  distance  from  the  seat  of  government.  The 
reasons  that  have  actuated  that  officer  have  not  been 
fully  detailed  to  us ;  but  we  are  informed  that  they 
are  predicated  on  some  alleged  imprudences  of  Gen. 
Woll,  whose  good  discretion,  we  know,  has  not  been 
very  conspicuously  manifested  during  his  stay  amongst 


"  3d.  The  third  article  of  your  protest  is  '  a 
the  non-fulfilment  of  the  exchange  of  prisoners  stipu- 
lated in  the  ninth  article,  inasmuch  as,  up  to  the 
present  time,  not  one  Mexican  prisoner  of  war  has 
been  set  at  liberty,  ilotwithstanding  the  liberty  given 
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to  all  the  Texans  in  possession  of  the  army  under  my 
command.' 

"  Youi'  Excellency  seems  to  have  a  more  minute 
intelligence  on  this  subject  than  has  come  to  my 
knowledge ;  for  I  have  no  official  information  of  a 
single  Texan  prisoner  having  been  given  up  nnder  the 
treaty.  Some  of  the  intended  victims,  the  compan- 
ions of  the  murdered  Fannin,  have  happily  effected 
their  escape,  and  safely  aralved  amongst  us ;  but  these 
cannot  be  considered  as  liberated  in  the  sense  of  the 
treaty;  whereas,  this  government  has  gratuitously 
dischai'ged  several  Mexican  captives,  and  defrayed 
their  expenses  to  New  Orleans,  the  destination  which 
they  solicited. 

"  4tli,  The  fourth  clause  of  your  Excellency's  protest 
has  been  antecedently  answered  in  paxt.  Your  Ex- 
cellency's recollection  has  betrayed  you  into  an  eiTor, 
when  you  say,  '  the  President  himself,  and  the  Cabinet 
of  Texas,  being  convinced  that  I  had  punctually  ful- 
filled all  my  engagements,'  etc. 

"  This  government  were  convinced  that  your  Excel- 
lency had  complied  with  some  of  your  stipulations, 
and  this  conviction  aggravates  the  mortificatioa  which 
the  late  events  have  inflicted  upon  them.  But  they 
were  not  informed  that '  all  the  property  had  been 
given  up ;  or  that  any  of  the  prisoners  had  been  re- 
stored, as  youi'  Excellency  erroneously  imagines.     On 
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the  contrary,  we  were  advised  tliat  large  herds  of 
cattle  had  been  driven  in  advance  of  the  retreating 
army;  and  that  a  few  only  of  the  slaves  that  had  been 
abducted  were  returned. 

"It  is  due  to  your  Excellency  to  say,  that  the 
government  confidently  believed  that  these  restora- 
tions would  be  effected  a^  early  as  a  proper  coa- 
venieuce  would  admit.  But  I  am  induced  to  advert 
to  another  fact,  in  relation  to  which  it  would  be  difB,- 
colt  to  extend  the  same  charitable  exculpation  to  the 
officers  of  the  Mexican  army.  It  has  been  reported 
that  the  walls  of  the  Alamo  at  Bexar  have  been  pros- 
trated, and  that  the  valuable  brass  artillery  attached 
to  that  fortress  have  been  melted  down  and  destroyed. 
"  There  were  many  painful,  and  pleasing,  and  glo- 
rious reminiscences  connected  mth  that  Alamo,  which 
readers  its  wanton  dilapidation  peculiarly  odious  to 
every  Texan  spirit ;  and  your  Excellency  needs  not  to 
be  informed  that  the  destruction  of  it  was  an  infrac- 
tion of  the  armistice,  and  a  violation  of  the  treaty. 

"  5th.  In  reply  to  your  Excellency's  fifth  protesta- 
tion, I  remark,  that  the  painful  circiunstances  which 
induced  the  government  to  direct  your  debarkation 
have  already  been  adverted  to  in  a  spiiit  of  frankness 
and  of  self-humiliation,  which  a  consciousness  of  error 
alone  could  extort.  It  were  superfluous  to  repeat  the 
causes  which  induced  this  Government  to  vary  its  dis- 
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cretion  in  regard  to  tlie  time  tliey  should  deem  the 
departure  of  your  Excellency  to  be  proper.  I  am  not 
sensible  of  any  act  of  'violence  and  abnse'  to  which 
you  were  espoaed,  that  was  not  niscessarily  concomi- 
tant on  your  return  to  shore. 

"  To  your  final  protest  I  reply,  that  while  you  ai-e  a 
prisoner  ordinary  precautions  ai'e  inevitable.  I  have 
not  been  apprised  of  anything  more;  and  youi*  priva- 
tions (as  alleged)  are  thpse  we  suffer  ourselves." 

For  lieing  wncei'tain  m  regard  to  my  future  fate! 
Poor  wi'etch  !  no  doubt  he  was  sincere  in  his  protest, 
and  wanted  to  go  Iwme. 

But  no  man  omiput  off  the  la%o  of  God  which  per- 
vades the  universe,  and  rewards  or  punishes  every 
human  action,  making  it  foolish  to  do  evil,  and  loise 
to  do  good. 

Weil  might  he  exclaim,  in  the  language  of  the 
poet; 

"That  higli  AU-secr,  which  I  dalliod  -n-Ith, 
Hath,  turned  mj  feigned  prayer  on  my  head, 
And  given  m  earnest  what  I  hegg'd  in  jest. 
Thus  doth  He  force  the  swords  of  wicked  men 
To  turn  their  own  points  on  their  masters'  bosoms." 

And  thus  a  knowledge  oi  tlie  law  of  retribution 
ehould  ever  stay  the  evil-doers'  hands,  for 

"  Owe  acts  our  ayigda  are,  or  goodor  ill, 
Our  fatal  ahadotcs  ihat  walk  l>y  ws  stiU  !  " 
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The  Policy  of  the  United  States  towai-cls  Texas. — Instructions  to  the  Dis- 
trict-A-ttorneja. — Sympathy  of  the  people  for  Texans. — Austin's  great 
gueceas  and  letter  to  Houston. — Heury  Clay  speaks  of  Texas  and  San 
Jacinto. — Eesolutioiffi  pass  Congress,  and  Moi-fit  sant  to  Tesas, — Goras- 
tiza  nnd  President  Jackson. — TTrrea  superaedea  Filisola  in  command 
of  the  Mexican  army.— Santa  Aima  and  Austin. — Elf  oits  for  Peace.— 
The  Army, — Lamar  appointed  Magor-Gmi^al. — His  Eejection  by  the 

rriHE  government  at  Washington,  D.C.,  gave  no  en- 
coni'agemeut  to  the  Texas  revolntionists.  Soon 
aiter  tlie  battle  of  Uonzales,tIie  administration,  at  tlie 
instance  of  tile  Mexican  representative  at  Washington, 
I  letters  to  be  written  and  sent  to  the  United 
;  District-Attorneys  on  tlie  frontiei  and  Gulf 
coast,  insti'acting  them,  as  far  as  they  could  legally, 
to  enforce  the  existing  treaty  with  Mexico,  and  give 
neither  aid  nor  comfort  to  her  rebellious  colonists. 

But  these  colonists  went  from  the  United  States  to 
settle  Texas,  and  left  fathers,  mothers,  brothers,  and 
sisters  behind  them,  who  listened  with  eagerness  for 
news  from  their  loved  ones  who  were  struggling  for 
theii'  new  homes  against  such  tremendous  odds. 

Austin  and  his  associate  commissioners  were  among 
tliem   and  spoke  winged  words  that   went  home  to 
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tteir  liearts,  aud  brouglit  forth  tears  from  their  eyes, 
and  friiits—ah-dL  and  comfort — to  their  needy  kin- 
folks. 

Yoahwii  eays :  "  General  Austin  was  particuliirly 
successful ;  Ms  long  services  in  Texas,  and  his  known 
truthfulness  and  simplicity  of  character,  gave  great 
weight  to  what  he  said.  Though  not  an  orator,  he 
epoke  with  cleaiiiess  and  judgment,  and  enforced  his 
positions  with  facts  that  were  irresistible.  His  ad- 
dress at  Louisville,  which  was  widely  published,  pre- 
sented the  claims  of  Texas  upon  the  civilized  world 
for  sympathy  and  aid  m  such  manner  as  to  bring  her 
both."  "  Austin  is  doing  wonders  among  ms  for  his 
country,"  says  a  sensible  writer  of  Virginia ;  "  he  is  a 
!Franklin  in  patience  and  prudence." 

Edward  Conrad,  another  agent,  wrote  from  New 
Orleans,  April  30tb,  to  Gen.  Houston : 

"News  received  here  from  every  part  of  the  United 
States  is  very  cheering.  The  cruelty  of  the  Mexi- 
cans and  their  disgraceful  treachery  have  caused  a 
general  burst  of  indignation  from  Noi'th  and  South. 
Fifty  men  leave  here  to-day  by  way  of  Galveston. 
General  Felix  Huston  leaves  Natchez,  on  the  5th  of 
May  next,  with  from  500  to  700  men.  He  will 
be  accompanied  by  Eezin  P.  Bowie,  brother  of  Colonel 
Bowie  who  fell  in  the  Alamo.  They  will  march 
through  lower  Louisiana,  directly  to  Harrisburg,  or 
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wKerever  your  Iteadquai'ters  may  be  established. 
Fifty  men  have  left  Philadelphia ;  and,  by  the  latest 
papers,  I  see  that  a  county  and  town  meeting  has  been 
called  for  the  relief  of  Texas.  A  meeting  has  also 
been  called  in  Baltimore.  Men  are  gatbeiing  in  Ten- 
nessee and  Kentucky ;  and,  in  short,  in  every  part  of 
the  United  States  the  barbarity  of  the  enemy  has 
lian-owed  up  the  hearts  of  all  Americans,  and  a  storm 
is  gathering,  the  thunders  of  which  will  reach  the 
centi'e  of  Mexico.  The  whole  American  press  is  in 
our  favor.  ...  In  case  our  anns  are  successful,  I  hope 
our  soldiers  will  not  allow  their  passions  to  urge  them 
to  acts  of  barbarity,  and  thus  deprive  us  of  the  im- 
mense moral  strength  we  now  possess  in  the  sympathy 
and  respect  of  all  civilized  men.  Such  acts,  on  the 
part  of  the  Mexicans,  have  injured  them  more  than  our 
arms  could  have  done ;  and  retaliation  on  our  part,  I 
fear,  would  be  equally  fatal  to  Texas.  I  am  happy 
in  assuring  you  that  you  possess  many  wai-m  fi'iends 
in  the  United  States,  and  that  the  prudent  course  you 
have  pursued  has  inspired  miiversal  confidence  as  to 
the  eventual  result  of  the  war.  It  is  sincerely  wished 
that  a  doiibtf  ul  engagement  will  not  be  risked  by  you, 
as  a  very  short  time  must  give  you  force  enough  to 
place  the  contest  beyond  hazard." 

This  letter  was  written  before  the  writer  had  heard 
of  the  Taximf^  femt  of  Mood  at  San  Jacinto. 
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On  tte  18tli  of  June,  Mr.  Austin  ^^'Yoi%  from  !New 
Orleans  to  Gen.  Houston : 

"  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  procure  tlie  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States,  on  just  and  fair  pi-irici- 

ples The  first  step  is  a  recognition  of  our 

independence ;  that  done,  the  way  is  clear  and  open. 
If  official  reports  in  manuscript  of  all  the  principal 
facts  in '  regard  to  the  political  and  military  state  of 
thills  in  Texas  had  been  sent  by  the  executive  govern- 
ment of  Texas  to  their  agents  at  Washington,  I  could 
now  have  had  the  recognition  of  our  independence  to 
take  home.  Nothing  but  the  want  of  such  official  docu- 
ments  was  wanted  when  I  left  Washingtou.  I  believe 
that  a  report  from  you,  signed  by  yourself,  would  have 
been  fully  sufficient.  There  were  no  accounts  of  the 
battle  of  San  Jacinto,  except  those  in  the  newspapers. 
"I  am  of  opinion  that  our  independence  will  be 
acknowledged,  and  that  Texas  will  be  admitted  into 
these  United  States  if  they  are  regularly  asked  for." 

On  the  18th  June,  the  great  American  orator, 
Hemy  Clay,  chairman  of  the  Senate's  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  reported  favorably  to  the  recog- 
nition of  the  independence  of  Texas,  so  soon  as  it 
should  a/p;pear  that  she  had  m  "  successful  operation,  a 
dvU  government,  capable  of perfoo'ming  and  fulfilling 
the  obligations  of  am,  im,d&pendent  power.^'' 
Speaking  of  the  militaiy  sti'uggle,  he  said : 
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"  If  tiie  contest  lias  been  unequal,  it  has,  nevei'tlie- 
lesa,  been  maintained  by  Texas  witb  uncommon  reso- 
lutioD,  undaunted  valor,  and  eminent  success;  and 
tbe  recent  splendid  victory — in  which  that  portion  of 
the  Mexican  army  which  was  commanded  by  Oen. 
Santa  Anna,  the  President  of  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment, in  person,  was  entirely  overthrown  with  unex- 
ampled slaughter,  compared  with  the  inconsiderable 
loss  on  the  other  side,  put  to  flight  and  captured,  in- 
cluding among  the  piisoners  the  President  himself  and 
stafE — may  be  considered  as  decisive  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas." 

Ml'.  Clay's  report  was  adopted,  and  resolutions 
passed  both  houses  of  Congress,  under  which  Presi- 
dent Jackson  appointed  Mr.  Morfit  commissioner  to 
visit  Texas,  and  report  on  its  situation,  population,  and 
resources. 

The  -Indians  about  this  time  becoming  troublesome, 
the  President  ordered  Gen.  E,  P.  Gaines  to  attend  to 
them. 

When  informing  the  Mexicans  of  this,  he  said : 
"  It  is  my  duty  to  preserve  neutrality ;  and  with 
that  view  I  have  ordered  Gen.  Gaines  to  a  position 
favorable  to  a  speedy  execution  of  the  boundary  treaty, 
and  to  prevent  interference  with  the  Indians." 

When  the  subject  of  Texas  was  alluded  to,  and  the 
n.n-^Hsoner  policy  of  Santa  Aima  censm-ed   by   Old 
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Hiohory,  Gorostiza  alleged  that  it  was  necessary  to 
the  consolidation  of  the  dictator's  Uberal  policy  that 
rebel  blood  shoiild  be  sacrificed.  Jackson  replied 
that  it  was  a  sacrifice  of  Amencan  blood.  "True, 
your  Excellency,"  said  the  minister,  "bnt  among  th< 
candidates  for  land,  we  could  not  discriminate.' 
"Well,  well,"  answered  the  President,  "Santa  Anna, 
and  all  others,  will  find  such  immolations  very  un- 
savory and  indigestible." 

Never  did  the  hero  of  Chahneite  say  truer  -vyordf 
Even  the  instruments  of  Santa  Anna's  cruelty  shud' 
dered  at  the  execution  of  his  decrees. 

But  Mexico  still  tenaciously  clung  to  the  idea  of 
subjugating  Texas.  Filisola  was  superseded  by  the 
conqueror  of  Goliad,  Gen.  Urrea,  who  concentrated 
at  Matamoras,  in  July,  4,000  troops. 

But  the  poor  children  of  Montezuma  had  no  leader 
nor  master-spirit  to  preside  in  their  council. 

Their  house  was  divided,  and,  in  the  absence  of  their 
President-General,  one  of  the  people  published  a 
pamphlet,  entitled.  The  Teial  of  Sahta  Akna,  in 
which  that  distinguished  individual  is  thus  truthfully 
described : 

"  Don  Antonio,  like  Icarus,  in  attempting  to  soar 
too  high,  was  precipitated  into  the  abyss  below.  "We 
would  a^k,  who  is  this  protector  of  religion?  A  man 
loaded  with  vice  in  all  its  forms.     Tlie  particular 
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attribute  of  religion  is  charity ;  it  knows  not  how  to 
cause  evil  or  pain  to  any  one.  Nevertheless,  Don  An- 
tonio has  shown  himself  vicious  by  instinct !  He  rose 
successively  against  Iturbide,  Victoria,  Bustamente, 
and  Gomez  Farias ;  no  commotion  occurred  in  which 
he  did  not  take  an  active  part.  His  aim  was  always 
disorder,  and  for  no  other  purpose  than  the  satisfac- 
tion of  disturbing  the  public  tranquillity.  We  have 
seen  him  at  one  time  for  the  Yorkists,  and  at  another 
for  the  Scotch.  .  .  .  The  pretensions  of  this  monster 
have  caused  the  death  of  many  citizens  at  Vera  Cruz, 
Tplome,  Oajaca,  El  Palmar,  Puebla,  Posados,  Oasa 
Blanca,  Otumba,  Queretaro,  Guanajuato,  San  Luis, 
Los  Carmelos,  Zaeatecas,  etc.  At  the  time  of  the 
presumptuous  campaign  of  Tarapico,  he  put  to  death, 
without  any  cause,  a  number  of  Mexicans;  and  now, 
in  Texas,  he  has  given  cause  to  hoiTible  rejiriaals  by  hia 
inhuman  conduct.  If  it  were  possible  to  pile  one  upon 
the  other  the  bodies  of  the  dead  whose  untimely  end 
has  been  promoted  by  Gen.  Santa  Anna,  they  would 
doubtless  form  a  mountain  higher  than  that  of  Popo- 
catepetl ! — -and  we  would  say  to  his  flatterere,  '■Beliold 
a  mormment  erected  to  humanity  mid  the  protector  of 
reUgion  ! ' " 

But  bad  as  he  was,  TJrrea  and  his  Mexicans  could 
do  nothing  >vithout  him. 

According  to  Yoakum : 
14* 
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"  Gen.  Austin,  returned,  to  Texas  in  the  first  days  oic 
July,  and  visited  Santa  Anna  in  Columbia  (whither 
the  latter  had  been  taken).  The  prisoner  now  made 
another  effort  toward  an  adjustment  of  the  diffienlties 
between  the  two  countries.  He  proposed  to  Austin 
the  friendly  mediation  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and,  with  that  view,  addressed  a  letter 
to  President  Jackson.  In  this  communication,  after 
giving  a  pretty  correct  sketch  of  recent  events,  he 
stated  that  the  home  government  of  Mexico,  not 
understanding  matters,  had  displaced  Filisola,  and 
appointed  Urrea  to  the  command  of  the  army,  who 
had  advanced,  as  was  understood,  as  far  as  the  l^ueces, 
which  had  increased  the  excitement  of  the  public  mind 
in  Texas,  and  the  chance  of  further  bloodshed,  unless 
some  powerful  hand  would  interpose  and  cause  the 
voice  of  reason  to  be  heard;  that  in  his  opinion 
Jackson  was  the  only  man  who  could  do  good  to 
humanity  by  acting  as  mediator  in  having  the  treaties 
carried  out.  He  accordingly  called  upon  him  to  act  as 
such.  At  the  same  time  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Urrea,  and 
gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  war  should  at  once 
cease,  and  that  the  existing  difEerences  should  be  set- 
tled by  diplomacy;  that  Urrea  should  halt  at  some  con- 
venient place,  and  proceed  no  farther ;  "  and  then,"  con- 
tinued Santa  Anna,"  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  so 
soon  as  you  officially  say  to  the  Texan  commander  that. 
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'so  soon  a?  my  person  will  be  in  absolute  liberty  to  jom 
you,  then  you  will  retreat  beyond  tlte  B,io  Grande, 
and  cease  hostilities,'  I  shall  effect  my  departure  to 
ioin  you,  and  proceed  on  my  way  to  the  capital."  He 
fui-ther  stated  to  Urrea  that  he  need  not  regard  the 
orders  sent  from  Mexico ;  for  that,  as  soon  as  he  re- 
ceived his  liberty  and  reached  the  capital,  he  would 
hold  him  harmless. 

However,  the  Mexican  Government  had  already 
notified  the  United  States  that  the  functions  of  their 
"President-General  were  suspended,  but  President 
Jackson  wrote  to  Banta  Anna,  that  he  veiy  much  de- 
sired peace  between  Mexico  and  Texas,  and  when 
Mexico  desired  it,  the  good  offices  of  the  United 
States  should  be  devoted  to  a  restoration  of  it. 

In  July,  the  army  of  Texas  had  increased  to  2,300 
soldiers,  who  were  anxious  for  battle  and  burning  for 
distinction. 

They  had  come  to  gain  glory  and  renown,  as  the 
poet  hath  it ; 

"  Full  of  strange  oaths,  and  bearded  like  tko  pard, 
Jealous  in  honor,  sudden  and  quick  m  quarrel. 
Seeking  the  bubhle  reputaiioji 
Even  in  the  cannon's  mouth." 

They  had  come  for  business,  but  there  was  nothing 
to  do. 
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The  army  waa 

"  As  idle  aa  a.  painted  ship 
Upon  a  painted  ocean." 

However,  President  Burnet,  seeing  their  want  of 
business,  sent  them  a  nnt  to  crack. 

About  tlie  1st  of  July,  1836,  he  appointed  Gen. 
Mirahemi  B.  Lamar,  then  Secretary  of  War,  Major- 
General  of  the  army,  and  his  arrival  at  head -quarters, 
and  introduction  to  ofRce  is  thus  described  by  (ren. 
Felix  Houston : 

"  I  arrived  at  the  army  on  the  4th  of  July.  I  had 
no  acquaintance  with  General  Rusk,  or  any  of  the 
officers,  except  Adjutant-General  Smith,  Colonel  Mil- 
lard, and  Captains  Millroy  and  Wiggington,  all  of 
whom  I  had  known  but  a  day  or  two.  I  mention 
this  to  show  that  I  was  detached  from  the  intngues 
of  the  army,  even  were  I  capable  of  entering  into  the 
disgraceful  contests  for  office,  which  are  so  often  the 
bane  of  order  and  discipline. 

"  A  few  hours  after  my  arrival  I  was  waited  on  by 
an  officer,  who  requested  me  to  act  as  chairman  of  a 
meeting  of  officers  convened  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
termining on  the  reception  of  General  Lamar.  I  ac- 
cepted the  appointment.  At  the  meeting  many  sug- 
gestions were  made,  and  I  obtained  much  information 
that  was  new  to  me.     All  present  appeared  to  esti- 
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mate  General  Lamar  liighly,  "but  were  diapoaed  to  re- 
ject iini  as  commaAder-in-cliief,  upon  tlie  grounds  that 
the  Cabinet  liad  no  right  to  supersede  General  Sam 
Houston,  and  because  they  would  not  consent  to  the 
destruction  of  General  Ruslt,  which  they  deemed  to 
be  the  object  of  the  Cabinet  in  making  the  appoint 
ment.  Seeing  the  disposition  of  the  officers,  and  hav- 
ing a  high  opinion  of  General  Lamar  from  character, 
I  suggested  the  propriety  of  appointing  a  committee 
to  draft  resolutions,  as  respectful  as  possible  to  him. 
The  suggestion  was  adopted,  and  I  was  added  to  the 
committee.  When  the  committee  met,,  I  exerted  my 
influence  to  have  the  resolutions  so  drawn  that  Gen- 
eral Lamar's  feelings  should  not  be  wounded ;  that 
he  should  see  that  the  objections  to  his  appointment 
were  not  personal  to  him,  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
all  the  officers  esteemed  him  highly.  The  committee 
adopted  my  plan General  Eust  had  no  con- 
nection whatever  with  the  meeting  or  resolutions,* 

"  When  I  ascertained  that  General  Lamar  was  ap- 
proaching the  camp,  I  sent  two  officers  to  wait  on 


*  "  Besolwd,  That  this  meeting  highly  appreciate  the  gallantry  and  worth 
ol  General  Laioai,  and  will  be  at  all  times  ready  to  teceive  him  with  the 
cordiality  and  reepeet  due  to  hia  personal  and  military  aoquirementa. 

"  Sesoltied,  That  Oolonel  B.  F.  Smith  and  Colonel  H.  Millard  be  appointed 
a  committee  to  wait  on  General  Lemar,  and  tender  Mm  the  reepeots  of  this 
meeting,  and  inform  hira  that,  there  being  some  qaestion  of  the  propiiety 
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liiiQ  witli  the  reaolutions.     Previous  to  tkeir  starting, 
General  Rust  liad  ordered  tile  usual  salutes   to   be 
fired  for  his  reception.     On  their  returning  and  in- 
forming me  that  General  Lamar  acceded  to  the    pro- 
position, I    countermanded  the  order  for  firing  the 
salutes,    without   consulting   General    Kust.     "When 
General  Lamar  arrived  in  camp,  he  was  cordially  re- 
ceived ;  and  I  hoped  he  would  consult  with  the  offi- 
cers, and  that  th&  matter-miglit  be  amicably  settled  : 
but  I  soon  understood  that  he  determined  to  lay  the 
subject  of  his  reception  before  the  whole  array,  and 
take  their  vote.     Accordingly,  at  hia  request,    the 
army  were  paraded  in  the  evening  by  General  Rust. 
Aftxii'  the  square  was  formed,  General  Rusk  presented 
him  to  the  army  in  almost  these  words :  "  Fellow- 
soldiers,  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  Major- 
General  Lamar,  appointed  by  the  Cabinet."     General 
Lamar  then  addressed  the  array,  and  recounted  bis 
deeds  in  a  glowing  foiin.     He  stated  that  he  had 
fought  in  the  rants,  etc. ;  that  he  was  about  returning 
to  the  United  States  when  the  late  news  of  the  re- 
turning enemy — the  Mexicans — reached  him ;  that  he 

o£  his  appoiniMent  by  the  PrGaidcut  as  majoc-gensfal  of  the  Toxaa  army,  by 
which  he  is  diieoted  to  asaume  the  chief  command  of  the  array,  he  ia  re- 
qaested  by  the  offleera  prcaent  not  to  act  in  Mb  official  capacity  of  major- 
ganeral  unlnl  the  sabjeot  may  he  more  maturely  considered  by  the  mooting 
oE  the  of&cers  oE  the  army." 
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immediately  determined,  to  return  to  tlie  ai'my,  when 
tlie  Cabinet,  unsolicited  by  him,  had  conferred  on  him 
the  office  of  commander-in-chief ;  that,  on  his  arrival 
in  camp,  he  had  learned  that  there  were  some  objec- 
tions, by  some  of  the  army,  to  his  appointment ;  that 
he  was  not  ambitious  of  the  office — he  did  not  desire 
to  wear  tinsel  on  his  shoulders ;  that  the  voice  of 
man  made  generals,  but  God  made  heroes,  etc,  Andi 
he  repeatedly  stated  that  if  hia  appointment  was  not 
acceptable  to  the  army,  he  wonld  cheerfully  go  into 
the  ranks  and  fight  by  their  sides,  and  lead  the  van 
to  victory,  guided  by  the  flash  of  his  sword. 

"From  some  remarks  made  by  General  Laiiiar, 
General  Green  appeared  to  think  that  some  allusion 
was  made  to  him !  and  he  addressed  the  army  in  a 
short  manner,  stating  that  he  thought  that  General 
Sam  Houston  was  the  proper  commander-in-chief; 
and  he  said  something  about  the  impropriety  of  the 
Cabinet  making  the  appointment  over  the  head  of 
General  !Rusk,  who  had  the  confidence  of  the  army 
and  the  people.  General  Lamar  replied,  in  an  excited 
manner,  that  he  .did  not  disclaim  the  desire  of  being 
commander-in-chief;  and  made  some  remarks  about 
some  letters  of  General  Euak  to  the  Cabinet,  request- 
ing a  major-general  to  be  appointed. 

"  After  General  Lamar  concluded,  General.  Rusk 
addressed  the  meeting,    and  complained   that,  when 
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the  ai'my  was  reduced  to  300  or  400  men,  when 
it  wa^  dispirited  by  the  loathsome  office  of  gal- 
lanting a  defeated  enemy  from  the  conntiy,  etc.,  he 
had  written  to  the  President,  advising  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  major-general,  that  the  army  should  be  in- 
creased, as  the  Mexicans  were  retiring,  induced  by 
their  pay,  and  that  the  war  was  not  at  an  end,  etc. 
He  said  that  his  expectation  then  was  to  visit  his 
famUy  and  to  attend  to  his  private  afBairs ;  but  that, 
when  the  enemy  were  expected  to  return  in  force, 
when  the  army  was  increasing  rapidly,  and  when  ii; 
would  be  disgraceful  for  him  to  adandon  hia  post, 
his  letters,  written  under  difEerent  circumstances,  were 
used  as  the  pretext  for  making  the  appointment, 
etc. 

"  After  these  speeches,  there  were  a  great  many 
calls  by  the  troops— a  few  '  Zmna/r  ! '  a  number 
"•IttishP  and  a  great  number  ^  Houston  f  Some  few 
called  out  particula/rly  for  me,  I  advanced,  and 
stated  that  I  was  aware  that  the  great  mass  of  the 
calls  for  '  Houston '  were  intended  for  Scmi  Houston, 
the  true  '  commander-in-chief ; '  that  .1  bad  no  preten- 
sions to  the  command,  and,  in  a  jocund  manner,  ob- 
served that  the  only  gauntlet  thrown  which  I  would 
talce  up  was  the  remark  of  one  of  the  generals,  that 
he  would  lead  the  van — that,  so  long  as  my  name  was 
S'elix  Houston,  I  would  lead  the  van. 
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"Tliiis  ended  the  speeches.     After  a  little  delay 
and  some  coniusion,  I  applied  to  General  Lamar,  and 
asked  him  how  he  would  have  the  question  put;  and 
told  him  I  would  put  it  to  the  army  as  he  desired. 
He  then  stated  the  question,  '  Were  the  army  willing 
to   receive  him  as   commander-in-chief  ? '     I  ordered 
silence,  and  stationed  two  officers  for  the  voters  to 
form  on,  and  put  the  question  in  these  words:  'Those 
who  are  in  favor  of  receiving  General  Lamar  as  com- 
mander-in-chief  of    the   army  will   form   on  Major 
Ward,  stationed  on  my  right ;  and  those  opposed  to 
receiving  General  Lamar  as  commander-in-chief  of  the 
army  will  form  on  Colonel  Morehouse,  stationed  on 
my  left.'     When  I  stated  the  question,  Major  Handy, 
acting  as  aide  to  General  Lamar,  observed  that  he  did 
not  think  the  question  was  stated  as  General  Lamar 
desired.     I  requested  him  to  see  General  Lamai\     He 
did   so,  and  said  that  I  was  right.    At  that  time 
another  gentleman  rode  up,  and  said  to  me  that  Gen- 
eral Lamar  did  not  know  whether  it  was  understood 
in  his  speech  that  he  would  only  hold  the  appoint- 
ment temporarily,  until  the  arrival  of  General  Sam 
Houston,  and  wished  I  would  so  state,  which  I  did, 
turning  to  the  difEerent  parts  of  the  army,  rei:teating 
his  request,  and  the  questioii,  and  asking  if  they  all 
understood  me.      I  then  gave  the  word  '■March!'' 
The  tellers  whom  I  had  appointed  reported  179  votes 
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for  General  Lamar ;  and  as  there  appeared  about 
1,500  votes  against  him,  I  stated  it  was  not  worth 
while  to  count  them. 

"  On  the  next  day  I  was  informed  Lamar  intended 
to  insist  on  the  command.  I  waited  on  him,  in  com- 
pany with  General  Green.  In  the  coui-se  of  the  con- 
versation, General  Lamar  stated  that  General  Bam 
Houston,  by  leaving  Texas,  had  forfeited  his  station 
as  commander-in-chief.  General  Green  stated  that  he 
understood  that  he  was  absent  on  a  furlough  for 
three  months.  General  Lamar  said  he  was  not  aware 
of  such  being  the  case ;  and  if  so,  he  would  have 
known  it,  as  he  was  Secretary  of  War  when  General 
Sam  Houston  lefb.  During  the  nest  day  I  under- 
stood that  General  Lamar  had  commenced  acting  as 
commander-in-chief,  and  had  signed  a  furlough  under 
that  title.  The  camp  was  in  great  agitation  :  many 
persons  commenced  leaving  it.  I  felt  great  uneasi- 
ness, and  expressed  a  fear  that  serious  difficulties 
might  take  place.  This  state  of  affairs  lasted  till 
General  Lamar  had  a  meeting  of  the  officers  called. 
He  addressed  them,  and  I  understood  him  to  refer  it 
to  them  whether  he  should  resign  or  not.  After  a 
pause,  and  some  remarks  of  General  Green  and  Major 
Miller,  he  signified  his  intention  to  retire.  On  the 
nest  day  he  left  the  army." 

It  can  be  readily  imagined  that  such  scenes  as  this 
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should  cause  raeo  oS.  genius,  learning,  and  honor  to 
despair  of  Texas  and  to  withdraw  from  her  arniy,  for 
they  had  been  taught  in  their  youth : 

"  Fling  away  ambitiou ! 
Bj  tliat  sin  fell  the  angels — 
LoTB  thyself  last  I 

Still  in  tliy  light  hand  carry  gentle  peace, 
To  silence  eaviouB  tongnes  :  be  Just  and  fear  not 
Zei  (^l  the  ends  tMu  aim^st  at  be  thy  eountry's, 
Thy  Chd's,  andtfutli'sl" 
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Mexicans  threaten  Invasion.— The  project  of  invacling  Mexico.— Houston 
opposes  it.— Is  elected  Presideut,— -Santa  Anna  liberated  and  sent  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  thence  to  Mexico.— His  two  letters,— Charles 
Compte  de  Paraesfe,  and  his  plan.— Poverty  of  Tesas. — 8crip  and  Im- 
pressment.— Gov.  McDuffie  on  Tesas.— The  President's  Message. — 
Death  of  Zavala  and  Austin. 

ri  IHE  Mexican  army  remained  inactive  in  Matar 
moras  for  months.  Urrea  was  not  supplied 
witli  tte  necessaiy  appliances  and  means  for  tlie  sub- 
jugation of  Texas,  so  he  moved  not,  while  his  coni- 
manjder-in-ehie:f,  General  Bravo,  at  San  Luis  Potosi,  by 
proclamation,  thus  abused  the  abominable  Texans  : 

"  Since  the  grand  work  of  our  independence  was 
achieved,"  said  the  general,  "  our  countiy  never  called 
upon  its  worthy  sons  in  defence  of  a  more  sacred 
cause,  nor  to  sustain  a  more  just  war.  In  that  Texas, 
where  there  should  only  be  found  people  friendly  to 
the  Mexicans,  and  grateful  for  the  generous  hospi- 
tality granted  to  them,  you  but  meet  with  hordes  of 
insolent  adventurers,  who,  when  our  usurped  lands 
are  claimed  from  them,  answer  by  raising  the  savage 
cry  of  war.  A  trifling  success,  which  must  be  attrib- 
uted to  the  contempt  with  which  they  were  looked 
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Upon,  and  by  no  means  to  tlieir  own  pi'owess,  has 
filled  therawith  vainglory." 

The  Mexicans  not  coming  to  Texas,  it  waa  proposed 
in  the  Texan  army  foi"  the  Texans  to  go  to  Mexico, 
but  this  was  opposed  by  General  Houston,  who,  in 
July,  returned  from  New  Orleans  to  Nacogdoches,  to 
which  place  Gen.  E,  P.  Gaines  had  ordered  Col, 
Whistler  with  a  portion  of  his  regiment  (including 
Lieiit.  R.  E.  Lee,  afterwards  distingiiished  as  the 
great  Confederate  General),  in  order  to  look  after  the 
Indians. 

Gen.  Gaines  was  a  friend  of  Texas,  and  not  only  by 
words,  but  in  wriUTig  to  that  gentleman  thus  approved 
the  policy  of  Gen.  Houston : 

"  Your  views,  urging  the  propriety  of  concentration 
within  supporting  distance  of  the  settled  parts  of 
Texas,  and  pointing  out  the  inevitable  and  worse  than 
useless  rist  of  operations  upon  Matamoras,  or  upon 
any  other  part  of  your  western  frontier,  without  a 
superiority  of  naval  force,  evince  an  extent  and  a 
justness  of  reflection,  comprehension,  forecast,  and 
military  mind,  which,  if  sustained,  cannot  but  in- 
sure triumph — complete  triumph — to  the  cause  of 
Texas." 

So  the  projected  invasion  of  Mexico  fell  through  ; 
in  the  meanwhile  the  army  toolc  up  the  case  of  the 
President-General,  who,  in  July,  through  the  assistance 
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of  Bai'tliolomew  Pag6s  instigated  by  the  Mexican  con- 
sul at  New  Orleans,  had  attempted  to  escape. 

A  majority  of  tlie  army  favored  liis  trial  by  a  court- 
martial,  and  even  sent  after  tlie  august  criminal  to  put 
him  on  trial,  but  when  the  of&cer  and  his  company 
sent  after  him  arrived  at  Columbia,  whither  Santa 
Anna  had  been  removed  from  Velaseo,  he  met  the 
written  protest  of  Gen.  Houston. 

Yoaltum  says :  "  The  protest  only  reached  Captain 
Patton,  who  had  the  captive  in  charge,  in  time  to 
prevent  his  removal.  Captain  J.  H.  Sheppard,  the 
bearer  of  the  document,  says  the  pleasant  change  of 
affairs  filled  Santa  Anna  with  joy,  and  lie  embraced 
him  as  one  who  had  saved  his  life." 

Hearing  of  this  affair.  President  Jackson,  on  the  4th 
of  September,  wrote  to  Gen.  Houston ;  "  I  take  the  lib- 
erty of  offering  a  remark  or  two  upon  a  report  which 
is  current  here,  that  Santa  Anna  is  to  be  brought 
before  a  military  court,  to  be  tried  and  shot.  Nothing 
now  could  taiTush  the  character  of  Texas  more  than 
such  an  act  as  this,  Sound  policy  aa  well  as  humanity 
approved  of  the  counsels  which  spared  him  bis  life. 
It  gave  possession  of  Goliad  and  the  Alamo  without 
blood,  or  the  loss  of  any  portion  of  your  army.  His 
person  is  still  of  much  consequence  to  you.  He  is  the 
pride  of  Mexican  soldiers,  and  the  favorite  of  the 
priesthood.    While  he  is  in  your  power,  the  difficultiea 


dbyGoogle 


niSTOBT  OF  TBXAa.  ggg 

of  your  enemy  in  raising  another  anuy  will  continue 
to  be  gi'eat.  The  soidiera  of  Mexico  will  not  willingly 
mareli  into  Texas  when  they  know  that  their  advance 
may  cost  their  favorite  general  his  life.  Let  not  his 
blood  be  shed,  unless  imperious  necessity  demands  it 
as  a  retaliation  for  future  Mexican  massacres.  Both 
wisdom  and  humanity  enjoin  this  course  in  relation  to 
Santa  Anna." 

Gen,  Gaines,  whose  big  heart  was  enthused  in  the 
cause  of  Texas,  had,  on  the  3d  of  August,  more  than 
a  month  anterior,  written  to  Gen.  Houston  as  follows  : 
■'  No  inconsiderable  portion  of  your  fame,  resulting 
from  your  late  campaign,  the  great  victory  of  San 
Jacinto,  will  be  found  in  the  magnanimity  and  moral 
courage  displayed  by  you  in  preserving  the  lives  of 
your  prisoners,  and  more  especially  the  life  of  Presi- 
dent Santa  Anna,  when  taken  in  connection  with  the 
great  provocation  given  in  his  previous  conduct  at  the 
Alamo  and  at  Goliad.  The  Government  and  infant 
Eepublic  of  Texas  will  derive  imperishable  fame  from 
their  and  your  forbearance  and  humanity  in  this  case. 
All  civilized  and  enlightened  men,  in  all  time  and 
gec»gi'aphical  space,  will  unite  in  filling  the  measure 
of  glory  and  honor  due  for  such  magnanimity,  for- 
bearance, and  humanity." 

On  the  23d  of  July,  1836,  an  election  was  ordered 
by  the  Provisional  Government,  to  talte  place  on  the 
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first  Monday  of  September,  in  all  the  counties  of  tlie 
Eepublic,  for  President,  Vice-President,  and  members 
of  Congress,  under  tte  new  Constitution,  and  tlie 
Government  elected  were  ordered  to  meet  on  tbe  first 
Monday  in  October  for  inauguration  at  Columbia. 

Ex-Governor  Smitb,  Gene.  Lamar,  Austin,  and 
Houston  were  candidates. 

The  latter  thus  explains  why  he  became  a  candi- 
date :  "  After  the  capture  of  Santa  Anna,"  says  he, 
"  I  was  compelled  to  go  to  New  Orleans,  in  the 
month  of  May,  for  surgical  as  well  as  medical  aid. 
On  my  arrival,  I  met  a  number  of  Texans  there,  and 
they  requested  me  to  become  a  candidate  for  the 
presidency.  This  I  positively  refused  to  do.  From 
that  time  up  to  within  fourteen  days  of  the  election, 
I  refused  to  let  my  name  be  used,  nor  would  I,  if 
elected,  consent  to  serve  in  the  office.  General  Austin 
and  Governor  Smith  were  the  candidates,  and  with 
these  gentlemen  my  relations  were  most  kind.  It  was 
not  a  desire  to  obtain  the  office  of  president  which 
ultimately  caused  me  to  let  my  name  be  used  ;  but 
there  were  two  parties  in  Texas,  which  were  known 
as  the  ^Austin^  and  '  Wliarton  '  parties.  I  intend  no 
disparagement  to  either  of  the  distinguished  gentle- 
men or  either  of  their  friends,  but  it  is  necessary  thus 
to  describe  the  condition  of  the  political  elements 
then  in  Texas.     Governor  Smith  was  the  ostensible 
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head  of  the  '  Wharton '  pai'ty.  So  far  as  I  could 
judge,  the  parties  were  pretty  equally  balanced.  In 
this  posture  oi  a:ffiair8,  I  was  firmly  impressed  with  a 
belief  that,  if  either  of  the  gentlemen  should  be 
elected,  it  would  be  next  to  impoaaible  to  organize  and 
sustain  a  govemlnent ;  as,  whoever  he  might  be,  he 
would  be  compelled  to  fill  all  the  offices  with  his  own 
friends,  and  those  of  opposite  feelings  would,  of 
course,  oppose  the  administration,  which,  in  the  then 
condition  of  the  coiintrj'',  could  only  be  sustained  by 
the  united  efBorts  of  the  community.  INot  being 
identified  with  either  of  the  jiarties,  I  believed  I 
would  be  enabled  so  to  consolidate  the  influence  of 
both,  by  harmonizing  them,  as  to  form  an  administra- 
tion which  would  triumph  over  all  the  difficulties 
attendant  upon  the  outset  of  the  constitutional  Grov- 
ernment  of  Texas," 

Grens.  Houston  and  Lamar  were  elected  President 
and  Vice-President  of  the  Republic,  and  were  in- 
stalled into  office  on  the  22d  of  October,,  ISSS,  the 
Congress,  howevei',  had  assembled  on  the  3d  of  the 
same  month. 

They  both  made  appropriate  inaugural  addresses  to 
the  Congress,  for  they  were  both  excellent  speakers. 
In  learning  no  doubt  Gen.  Lamar  was  greatly  Gen. 
Houston's  superior,  but  in  personal  appearance,  grace, 
and   dignity  of  manners  which  tend  powerfully  ad 
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ca/ptaiidnim  vitlgtos,    Geo.    Houston   greatly  excelled 
Lamar. 

He  delivered  liis  Inaugural  with  his  sword  on,  bnt 
at  its  close  he  took  it  off  and  with  memorable  so- 
lemnity, handed  it  to  the  Spealier,  saying :  "  It  now 
becomes  my  duty  to  make  a  presentation  of  thk 
sword,  the  emblem  of  my  past  ofBce.  I  have  wom>  it 
■with  some  humble  pretensions  in  defence  of  my 
country ;  and  should  the  danger  of  my  countiy  again 
call  for  my  services,  I  expect  to  resume  it,  and  re- 
spond to  that  call,  if  needful,  with  my  blood  and  my 
life." 

Stephen  F.  Austin  was  appointed  Secretary  of  State ; 
Henry  Smith,  Treasurer ;  Gren.  E.u,sk  was  taken  into 
the  new  Cabinet ;  and  Felix  Huston  succeeded  to  the 
command  of  the  army. 

And  thus  Texas  began  to  figwi^e  as  a  State — not  of 
the  Mexican  Union,  but  as  one  of  the  nations  of  the 
eai'th. 

Soon  the  old  municipalities  were  organized  into 
Counties  and  Precincts.  District  Courts,  County 
Courts,  and  Justices'  Courts  were  established.  Jxidges, 
sheriffs,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  constables  succeeded 
the  political  oliiefs,  alcaldes,  cowmandantes,  etc.,  of 
the  olden  time,  while  the  common  law  of  England 
was  adopted  as  the  law  of  the  land  in  all  criminal 
cases,  and  partially  in  civil  proceedings. 
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The  old  town  of  Viesca  was  renamed  Milam, 
Houston  was  founded,  and  the  steamers  of  Charlea 
Morgan  made  regular  trips  from  New  Orleans  to  tlie 
Texas  ports. 

But  the  President-General  still  lingered  in  durance 
vile,  yet  cheered  with  the  hope  of  once  more  revelling 
in  the  far-distant  halls  of  Mohtezcma.  Soon  after 
handing  the  Speater  of  the  House  his  sabre,  as  before 
stated,  President  Houston  visited  the  self-styled 
Napoleon  of  the  West  in  bis  prison  at  Orasimbtt,  and 
consoled  him  in  his  sore  distress,  no  doubt  promising, 
so  soon  as  the  troubled  waters  subsided,  to  rescue  him 
from  those  hm-harians  who  sought  his  blood,  as  the 
only  worthy  sacrifice  they  could  make  to  the  manes 
of  the  immortal  heroes  of  the  Alamo,  and  the  loved 
but  lost  at  Goliad. 

What  transpired  between  "  the  hero  of  Sail  Ja- 
cmto^''  and  "^Ae  Napoleon  of  the  West"  is  not  left  to 
conjecture,  and  as  it  is  good  evidence  to  convict  the 
wily  Mexican  of  using  more  highly  wrought  and  deli- 
cately polished  hyperboles  than  that  gay  and  festive 

but  reverend  gentleman,  H.  W.  B ,  a  letter 

written  by  Gen.  Santa  Anna  on  the  eve  of  his  libera- 
tion to  President  Houston  is  here  inserted : 
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[tbahslation.] 

"  Orazimba,  November  5, 1836. 
"To  His  Bxoellenoy  General  Sam  HousToa-. 

"  Mt  Esteemed  Sir  :  Througli  tlie  channel  oi.  your 
commissioners,  and  by  my  conversation  with  yon  on 
tte  2d  instant,  I  have  manifested  to  you  the  import- 
ance of  my  visit  to  "Washington  City,  to  adopt  the 
most  effectnal  mode  of  terminating  the  Texan  ques- 
tion ;  and,  as  time  is  passing,  without  any  definite 
action,  when  it  is  most  precious,  I  am  desirous  that 
you,  who  are  so  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
this  country,  should  expedite  the  final  determina- 
tion of  this  question — using,  if  yoa  should  deem  it 
advisable,  the  following  reasons ; 

"  When  the  treaty  of  the  14th  of  May  was  entered 
into,  it  was  based  upon  the  principle  that  Texas 
should  form  an  independent  nation,  and  should  ac- 
quire a  legal  existence  by  means  of  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  Mexico.  But,  as  that  basis  has  been  changed 
by  the  recent  declaration  of  the  people  of  Texas  in 
favor  of  annexation  to  the  United  States  of  the  North, 
it  appears  to  me  that,  by  this  declaration,  the  question 
is  much  simplified  ;  because,  in  future,  it  mil  apper- 
tain to  the  Cabinet  at  Washington  to  regulate  this 
matter,  and  with  whom  Mexico  will  not  hesitate  to 
enter  into  explanations,  as  a  definite  treaty  is  desired. 
"  The  mode  of  efBecting  this  important  object,  with- 
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out  loss  of  time,  is  what  I  hope  to  attain  by  my  con- 
ference with  the  Cabinet  at  Washington,  at  the  same 
time  conciliating  all  interests.  Conviaced  as  I  am 
that  Texas  will  never  reunite  with  Mexico,  I  am  de- 
sirous, on  my  part,  to  improve  the  advantages  which 
may  ofEer,  and  avoid  the  sacrifices  which  will  occur 
should  an  imprudent  attempt  be  made  to  reconq^ner 
this  country,  which  has  hithei*to  proved  more  detri- 
mental than  beneficial :  consequently  reducing  the 
Texan  question  to  this  single  point — the  regulation  of 
(lie  lunits  between  the  United  Sfaies  and  Mexico, 
which,  you  ai'e  aware,  has  been  pending  many  years, 
and  may  be  fixed  at  the  Nueces,  del  Norte,  or  any 
other  boundary,  as  may  be  decided  on  at  "Washington. 
Thns,  disagreeable  discussions,  which  might  delay  the 
definite  termination  of  this  question,  or  cause  a  differ- 
ence between  two  friendly  nations  will  be  avoided. 

"This,  in  substance,  is  a  plain,  safe,  and  speedy  mode 
of  terminating  this  important  matter ;  and,  as  all  are 
interested,  it  becomes  necessary  that  you  facilitate  my 
journey  to  Washington  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
"  In  regard  to  the  stipulation  in  the  secret  treaty, 
that  my  jonmey  should  be  direct  to  Vera  Cruz,  there 
will  be  no  surprise  when  the  reasons  why  I  first  go  to 
Washington  City  are  known ;  and,  should  I  be  sent 
the  latter  route,  I  would  like  that  Messrs.  Hockley, 
Patton,  and  Bee,  should  accompany  me.     Should  it 
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meet  your  approbation,  yon  can  commission  them  for 
that  purpose. 

"I  conclude  by  repeating  to  you  what  I  have  said, 
both  verbally  and  in  writing — that  my  name,  already 
known  to  the  world,  shall  not  be  tarnished  by  any 
unworthy  action.  Gratitude  is  my  characteristic  :  so 
you  will  have  nothing,  on  your  pai't,  to  repent.  To 
you  I  owe  my  existence,  and  many  favors  of  which  I 
am  deeply  impressed ;  and  these  I  will  endeavor  to 
reciprocate  as  they  so  justly  deserve. 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  remain 

"  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

"Antokio  Lopez  de  Sahta  Anna. 

"P.S.— If  you  have  no  use  for  General  Jack- 
son's letter,  I  will  thank  you  to  return  it  by  Major 
Patton, 

"L.  DE  S'"^'  Amwa." 


fs.  Hockley,  Patton,  and  Bee,  did  accompany 
Santa  Anna  to  Washington  City,  where  they  arrived 
on  the  17th  of  January,  1837. 

President  J9,ckson  received  the  President-General 
kindly,  dined  him,  and  had  several  private  interviews 
with  him,  and  after  nine  days'  entertainment  sent  biro 
home  by  a  ship  of  war,  the  Pioneer. 

Upon  an-iving  in  Mexico  on  the  20th  of  February, 
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1837,  Santa  Anna  fortliwith  wrote  to  the  Minister  of 
Wa/fy  thus : 

"  The  pleasii/re  I  feel  in  again  tfectdmg  v^rni  my 
native  land,  after  the  many  ontrages  and  tiibnlations 
I  have  endured ;  that  pleasure,  I  say,  was  consider- 
ably diminished  when  I  was  informed  that  there  were 
some  individuals  believing  my  disgrace  was  so  much 
the  greater  because  I  had  betrayed  my  country  and 
compromieed  her  independence.    What !   betray  an 
object  so  dear  to  my  heart?     I  who  liave  so  often 
fought  to  preserve  her  inviolable  I     Would  it  not  be 
better  that  I  should  perish  in  the  midst  of  my  enemies 
than  that  I  should  be  the  mai'k  of  so  serious  and  unjust 
an  accusation  coming  from  my  own  fellow-country- 
men ?     In  this  case,  as  well  as  in  many  otters,  I  have 
been  the  victim  of  calumny,  and,  in  order  to  place  my- 
self beyond  the  power  of  those  charges,  I  should  pro- 
test to  your  Excellency,  and  in  the  face  of  the  entire 
world,  that  I  obtained  my  liberty  without  subscribing 
to  any  conditions  whatever ;  that  either  before   or 
since  that  conjuncture  I  have  not  made  with  any  one, 
let  him  be  who  he  may,  any  contract,  that  might  bring 
reproach  upon  the  national  independence  or  honor,  or 
place  in  jeopardy  the  integrity  of  the  territory ;  that 
I  accordingly  could  have  giyen  no  guarantees  what- 
ever to  any  individual  or  government  relative  to  those 
pretended  stipulations ;  and  before  conse?iti7tg,  eitlier 
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willingly  or  iha-ougli force,  to  any  suck  con<Miions,  1 
would  have  svffersd  a  thousand  deaths  before  suhscrib- 
ing  to  such  terms. 

"Your  Excellency  wiJl  be  pleased  to  make  known 
all  these  facts  to  the  President  ad  mterim,  and  to  fe- 
licitate him  on  account  of  the  peace  which  reigna 
throughout  the  republic,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
new  f  andamental  laws  which  the  nation  has  enacted 
through  the  medium  of  their  representatives." 

The  first  letter  to  Gen.  Houston  contradicts  this  to 
the  Mexican  Minister  at  War. 

But  he  says :  "  The  pleasure  J  feel  in  again  Vreading 
upon  m,y  natime  land.''''  Was  this  pleasure  feigned  ? 
Gould  one  so  cruel  feel  the  divine  inspiration  of  pa- 
triotism ?  Don  Antonio  has  the  benefit  of  a  doubt, 
for  the  poet  hath  asked : 

"Breathes  Oiere  th.e  man.  'witli  soul  so  dead, 
who  never  to  himself  hath  said, 

Tills  is  my  owa,  my  native  land  ! — 
Whose  heart  had  ne'er  within  him  burned, 
As  home  his  footsteps  he  had  turned, 
From  ■waadering  on  a  foreign  strand  ?  " 

Let  US  hope-that  his  early  education  in  Popeiy, 
priestcraft,  and  bull-fighting  had  not  entirely  effaced 
the  love  of  country  fi'om  his  heart,  and  that  this  self- 
styled  Napoleon  could  possibly  appreciate  the  senti- 
ment of  the  E'tnperor  when  he  expressed  the  desire 
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to  he  hvMed  on  tlie  lamks  of  tlhe  Seine,  in  the  midst  of 
ike  Frenclipeople  whom  he  loved  so  well. 

There  lives  in  St.  Louis  a  beneficent,  magnmiimous 
old  gentleman  named  Henry  Shaw,  who  has  planted 
a  most  lovely  and  beantiful  GAKDEN  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  public,  which  he  has  endowed  and  con- 
veyed to  tiOLstees,  so  as  to  have  it  kept  in  good  order 
perpetually. 

Henry  Shaw's  greatest  delight  consists  in  making 
others  happy,  while  Santa  Anna's  seems  to  consist  in 
making  others  unhappy ! 

Now,  when  the  dark-winged  angel  of  Death  cornea 
for  Don  Antonio  and  Henry  Shaw,  which  one  mil 
most  dread,  and  be  best  prepared  to  enter 

"Tho  uadiacoyered  countiy,  from  wliose  bourn 
No  traveller  returns" ! 

The  great  Julian  in  his  dying  momenta  said : 
*'  Friends  and  fellow-soldiers,  the  seasonable  period 
of  my  departure  is  now  arrived,  and  I  discharge,  wth 
the  cheerfulness  of  a  ready  debtor,  the  demands  of 
nature.  I  have  learned  from  philosophy  how  much 
the  soul  is  more  excellent  than  the  body ;  and  that 
the  separation  of  the  nobler  substance  should  be  the 
subject  of  3oy,rat]ier  than  of  affliction.  Ihave  learned 
from  religion  that  an  early  death  has  often  been  the 
reward  of  piety ;  and  I  accept  as  a  favor  of  the  gods, 
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tlie  mortal  stroke  that  secures  me  from  the  danger  of 
disgracing  a  character,  which  has  hitherto  been  sup- 
ported by  virtue  and  fortitude. 

"  I  die  without  remorse,  aa  I  have  lived  without 
guilt.  I  am  pleased  to  reflect  on  the  innocence  of  my 
private  life ;  and  I  can  affirm  with  confidence  that  the 
Supreme  Authority,  that  emanation  of  the  Divine 
Power,  has  been  preserved  in  my  hands  pui'e  and  im- 
maculate. 

"  Detesting  the  eorrapt  and  destructive  maxim:^  of 
despotism,  I  have  considered  the  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple aa  the  end  of  government.  Submitting  my  actions 
to  the  laws  of  prudeaee,  of  justice,  and  of  moderation, 
I  have  trusted  the  event  to  the  care  of  Providence." 

It  will  be  well  for  the  present  and  future  i-ulers  of 
Texas  to  remember  the  noble  Eomaa's  dying  words, 
and  in  their  hands  preserve  the  supreme  authority 
fwe  and  immaculate  ! 

In  the  first  year  of  President  Houston's  administra- 
tion, the  follomng  letter  was  pi'esented  to  Old  Sam 
(as  he  was  and  is  familiarly  called  in  Texas),  by 
GJiarles  Compte  de  Farnese  : 

"VffiLASCo,  J-(4j'll,1837. 

"  To  Mis  SJxcellericy  Sam  Hoxtston  : 

"  Deae  Sib  ;  This  will  be  presented  to  yon  by  the 
Count  Famese.     His  object  in  visiting  this  republic 
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is  to  offer  his  fortum  and  personal  mjluence  to  the 
glorious  Texan  cause.  His  views  are  extensive,  and, 
if  fully  consummated,  will,  no  doubt,  be  of  infinite 
service  to  this  republic.  They  have  been  fully  ex- 
2)lained  to  Dr.  Archer,  General  Green,  and  other  in- 
fluential gentlemen  here,  all  of  whom  think  highly 
of  them.  The  count  is,  no  dotibt,  a  gentleman  of 
high  literai'y  attainments,  and  seems  to  have  his 
heart  much  set  on  the  establishment  of  institutions 
of  learning  in  this  country.  The  proposition  he 
makes,  of  opening  at  once  (after  seeing  and  consult- 
ing with  you)  a  correspondence  with  the  court  of 
Rome,  for  the  purpose  of  having  established  in  this 
republic  an  independent  bishopric,  M  successful,  can- 
not fail  to  ,^be  productive  of  the  most  henejicial 
effects.  It  will  not  only  place  the  Catholic  citizens 
of  this  republic  in  a  very  different  attitude,  but  will 
induce  tens  of  thousands  of  other  Catholics  to  emi- 

gi-ate  to  the  countiy 

"  Veiy  sincerely  yours, 

"  John  C.  Williasis." 

'The  count  then  represented  to  the  President," 
saya  Yoakum,  that,  "  having  heard  in  Europe  of  the 
conquest  of  Texas,  he  had  abandoned  his  country 
(where  he  enjoyed  a  fine  fortune,  was  allied  to  sev- 
eral  Eur<">pean   courts,  and    had   the    prospect  of  a 
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brilliant  career),  to  offer  Ms  services  and  foi'tune  tc 
Texas."  After  some  preliminary  remarks  in  re- 
lation to  the  protection  given  by  European  monai'clis 
to  religion,  and  tlie  human  iieaxt  and  mind  "  whicli 
require  to  be  cultivated  like  a  young  plant,"  lie  sub- 
mitted to  the  Pi'esident  His  "plan,"  which  was,  to 
treat,  througb,  his  means,  should  the  President  think 
him  worthy,  with  the  court  of  Eome : 

"  1.  To  raise  all  Texas  to  an  archbishopric.  This 
step  is  the  sure  means  of  making  peace  with  Mexico 
through  the  influence  of  the  Roman  court;  it  will 
break  all  communication  with  the  Bishop  of  Monte- 
rey, ■  under  whose  jurisdiction  are  the  Catholics  of 
Texas,  and  will  remove  all  difficulty  with  other 
courts  in  acknowledging  the  independence  of  Texas."* 
"  6.  To  accord  gratuitously,  in  all  the  cities  and 
villages  of  Texas,  a  convenient  place  to  build  a 
church,  house  for  curate,  and  school. 

"  7.  In  order  that  the  archbishop,  clergy,  masters, 
and  unstresses  of  schools,  may  not  become  charge- 
able to  government,  to  accord  to  them,  -without  dis- 
tinction, in  their  respective  parishes,  or  the  nearest 
district,  twelve  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land." 

"  9.  The  churches,  houses  of  clergy  and  schools 
will  be  built  by  the  means  of  the  church :  conse- 
quently, the  government  will  not  have  the  po^ver  to 

*  3,  3,  4,  and  5,  details  as  to  iircb.liisiiopri.e. 
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employ  tliem  for  any  otlier  purpose,  mtliout  the  con- 
sent of  the  Holy  See. 

"  10.  The  religion  Catholic  Apostolic  and  Roman 
will  be  allowed  to  exercise  freely  her  functions  in  all 
parts  of  Texas. 

"  11.  She  will  enjoy  the  protection  of  govemmeut. 

"12.  She  will  observe  strictly  the  rites  and  canons 

KOMAN." 

What  Old  SaT/i  said  to  Count  Farnesfe,  the  Lieiiiten- 
ant  (Yoakum  was  Ist  Lieutenant  in  Jack  Hay's  fa- 
mous regiment  of  Texas  Rangers)  does  not  tell;  but 
as  he  was  raised  up  in  Tennessee,  had  read  "  Fox's 
Martyrs,"  and  had  seen  pictures  in  his  boyhood  "  of 
the  burning  of  Latimer  and  Ridley,  John  Rogers 
with  nine  children,  and  one  at  the  breast," — in  the 
reign  of  Bloody  Queen  Mary,  and  had  heard  Popery 
denounced  from  his  youth  up,  as  having  converted 
the  noble  Romans  of  the  time  of  Cicero,  Horace,  Vir- 
gil and  Ceesar  into  the  poor,  degraded  macaroni,  laz- 
zaroni  Italians  of  the  present  day — (may  God  aid 
them  in  their  present  struggle!) — it  is  presumable 
that,  desiring  the  adTancement,  progress,  and  develop- 
ment of  Texas;  rather  than  its  decline  and  fall,  he  re- 
jected the  magnificent  offers  of  the  Compte  de 
Farnese. 

What  a  noble  man  the  count  must  have  been  to 
come  so  far  from  his  lazzaroni  home  to  found  institu- 
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tions  of  Popery  and  superstition  in  Texas,  in  order  to 
teacli  the  children  of  the  heroes  of  San  Jacinto  the 
faoilis  descensus  travelled  by  the  Oincinnatti,  the 
Fabii,  the  Catos  and  Scipioa  of  ancient  Rome,  to  be- 
come the  Borgias,  Pios,  Cencis,  and  poor  miserable 
beggars  of  modem  Italy  ! 

Bnt  President  Houston  had  other  things  than  the 
establishment  of  Catholicism  in  Texas  to  attend  to 
after  he  took  the  helm  of  state  into  his  hands.  Texas 
was  not  only  devastated  and  poor,  bnt  in  debt  a 
million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars,  with  a  large  army 
and  without  credit. 

Five  millions  of  dollars  were  voted  to  the  govern- 
ment by  the  Congress,  but  this  five  millions  was  in 
scrip,  and  the  scrip  was  hardly  worth  the  paper  it 
was  written  upon.  Nobody  would  buy  the  scrip,  so 
impressments  were  resorted  to  in  order  to  keep  things 
moving. 

Even  their  friends  in  the  United  States  tnmed 
against  them.  "  Governor  McDuffie,  of  South  Caro- 
lina," says  Kennedy,  "in  December,  1836,  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  disapproving  of 
the  Texan  revolution— enforcing  the  obligations  of 
strict  neutrality— deprecating  recognition — and  stat- 
ing that,  '  under  whatever  cii'cumstances  of  adventure, 
speculation,  honor,  or  infamy  the  insurgents  of  Texas 
had  emigrated  to  that  country,  they  had  forfeited  all 
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claim  to  fraternal  regard  : "  they  Kaviiig  "  left  a  land 
of  freedom  for  a  laud  of  despotism,  with  their  eyes 
open,  deserved  their  destiny."  Leading  men  iii  New 
York  and  Massachusetts  coincided  with  Gov.  McDuf 
fie,  and  even  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  hla 
Message  to  Congress  on  December  6tli,  1836,  says: 

"  The  known  desire  of  the  Texans  to  become  apOJ'i 
of  our  si/stem,  although  Us  gratijteation  depeiids  wpon 
the  reeonoil&ment  of  va/rious  conflicting  interests, 
necessa/riJ/i/  a  worTe  of  time,  and  uncertain  in  itself, 
is  calculated  to  ewpose  our  conduct  to  misconstruction 
in  the  eyes  of  tlie  world.  You  will  perceive  by  the 
accompanying  documents  that  the  extraordinary  mis- 
sion from  Mexico  has  been  terminated,  on  the  sole 
grounds  that  the  obligations  of  this  government  to 
itself  and  Mexico,  under  treaty  stipulations,  have 
coinpelled  me  to  trust  a  discretionary  authority  to  a 
high  officer  of  our  army,  to  advance  into  territory 
claimed  as  part  of  Texas,  if  necessary  to  protect  our 
own  or  the  neighboring  frontier  from  Indian  depre- 
dations. In  the  opinion  of  the  Mexican  functionary 
who  has  just  left  us,  the  honor  of  his  country  will  be 
wounded  by  American  soldiers  entering,  -with  the 
most  amicable  avowed  purposes,  upon  ground  from 
which  the  followers  of  his  government  have  been  ex- 
pelled, and  over  which  there  is  at  present  no  certainty 
of  a  serious  ei^ort  on  its  part  being  made  to  re-estab- 
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lish  dominion.  Tbe  departure  of  this  minister  was 
the  more  singular  as  lie  was  apprised  that  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  causes  assigned  for  the  advance  of  our 
troops  by  the  commanding  general  had  been  seriously 
doubted  by  me,  and  that  there  was  every  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  troops  of  the  United  States — their 
commander  having  had  time  to  ascertain  the  truth  or 
falsehood  of  the  information  npon  which  they  had 
been  marched  to  Nacogdoches— would  be  either  there, 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  admitted  to 
be  just  in  his  conference  with  the  Secretary  of  State, 
by  the  Mexican  minister  himself,  or  were  already 
withdrawn,  in  consequence  of  impressive  warnings 
their  commanding  officer  had  received  from  the  De- 
partment of  War.  It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  his 
government  will  take  a  more  dispassionate  and  just 
view  of  this  subject,  and  not  be  disposed  to  construe 
a  measure  of  justifiable  precaution,  made  necessary 
by  its  known  inability,  in  execution  of  the  stipula- 
tions of  our  treaty,  to  act  upon  the  frontier,  into  an 
encroachment  upon  its  rights,  or  a  stain  upon  its 
honor. 

"  In  the  meantime  the  ancient  complaints  of  in- 
justice, made  by  our  citizens,  are  disregarded,  and 
new  causes  of  dissatisfaction  have  arisen,  some  of 
them  of  a  character  requiring  prompt  remonstrance 
and  ample  immediate  redress.     I  trust,  however,  by 
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tempering  flrmnesa  with  coui'tesy,  and  acting  with 
forbearance  upon  eveiy  incident  that  has  occnrred,  or 
that  may  happen,  to  do  and  obtain  justice,  and  thug 
avoid  the  necessity  of  again  bringing  this  subject  to 
the  view  of  Congress." 

In  a  subsequent  part  of  the  Message,  the  President 
stated,  that 

"  At  the  date  oi  the  latest  intelligence  from  Nacog- 
doclies,  the  troops  of  the  United  States  were  at  that 
station,  but  that  the  officer  who  had  succeeded  Gen- 
eral Gaines  had  recently  been  advised  that,  from  the 
facts  known  at  the  seat  of  government,  there  would 
seem  to  be  no  adequate  cause  for  any  longer  main- 
taining that  position,  and  he  was  accordingly  in- 
structed, in  case  the  troops  were  not  already  with- 
drawn, under  the  discretionary  powers  before  pos- 
sessed by  him,  to  give  the  requisite  orders  for  that 
purpose  on  the  receipt  of  the  instructions,  unless  be 
should  then  have  in  his  possession  such  information 
as  should  satisfy  him  that  the  maintenance  of  the 
post  was  essential  to  the  protection  of  the  frontier, 
and  to  the  due  execution  of  treaty  stipulations  as  ex- 
plained to  him."  * 

•  The  following  are  the  words  of  the  treaty  on.  which  President  Jaok- 
Bon.  justified  the  advance  of  General  Gaines  to  Nacogdoches  ;  "  It  is  like- 
wise agreed  ttat  the  two  contracting  paities  shall,  hy  all  the  raoana  In  their 
power,  maintain  peace  and  harmony  among  the  seyeral  Indian  nations  who 
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Here  was  a  death-blow  to  the  fondly  cherished  idea 
of  annexation,  at  least  for  a  time,  and  the  Lone  Star 
Republic  must  work  out  its  own  salvation. 

To  add  to  these  misfortunes,  Lorenzo  de  Zavala 
died  on  the  15tb  of  November,  and  Stephen  F.  Austin 
on  the  27tli  of  December,  1836. 

Of  the  former  Yoaknm  says  : 

"His  life  bad  been  eventful  and  useful.  Provi- 
dence had  cast  bis  lot  in  a  land  of  revolutions  and  of 
blood,  but  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances  he 
had  been  a  constant  and  ardent  lover  of  liberty  and 
humanity.  His  remains  lie  in  a  free  country,  and  his 
name  will  be  remembered  while  that  freedom  en- 
dures." 

The  death  of  Mr.  Austin  was  a  national  calamity 
indeed,  for  he  was  a  safe  counsellor,  of  sterlii^  integ- 
rity, fine  intellect,  and  devoted  to  Texas.  A.ltiiough 
elected  Q&n&ral  by  the  troops  it  was  not  on  the 
bloody  field — 

inhabit  tiie  lands  adjaeaut  to  tlie  lines  aud  livora  wliioli  foi'm  the  boumlariea 
of  tlie  two  coimtriea;  and  the  better  to  obtain  this  object,  both  parties  biad 
themselveB  expresBly  to  restrain,  fiy  foref^  aU  hoatilities  and  inoureionB  an 
the  poirb  of  the  Indian  nations  liying  in  their  respective  bouadaiiea ;  so  that 
the  TJaitsd  States  of  America  will  not  soffer  their  Indians  to  attack  the 
citizens  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  nor  the  Mexican.  Stal>es  the  Indiana 
iBsiding  within  tJieir  temtoiies  to  commit  hostilities  against  tlie  oitiiens  of 
the  United  States  o(  America,  nor  againat  the  Indians  residing  within  the 
limits  of  those  States,  in  any  manner  whaterei." 
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"  Where  tJie  battle  wreck  lies  thickest 
And  death's  brief  ptuig  is  quickest  1 " 


— it  was  not  wtere  tlie  warrior  hiirla  his  death-bear- 
ing missiles  to  wound  and  kill  Hs  brother  man— it 
wa^  not  where  men  bleed  and  die,  that  Mr.  Austin  was 
in  his  proper  element ;  bnt  in  the  social  evi'cle  at  the 
fmthily  hea/rtli,  or  on  the  forum.,  where  mind  meets 
mind  in  intellectnal  warfare,  and  by  the  charming, 
witching  words  o^  eloquence,  chains  the  attention, 
convinces  the  understanding  and  enthuses  the  hearts 
of  men  with  noble  and  generous  impulse,  that  the 
amiable  Austin  was  in  his  proper  element. 

He  could  not  ride  with  pleasure  over  a  field  of 
battle  strewn  with  the  dead  and  dying,  nor  exult  in 
the  moment  of  victory  gained  by  the  death  of  beloved 
friends,  but  the  appreciative  laugh  or  applause  of 
listening  friends,  or  a  spell-bound  audience  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens, would  cause  his  heart  to  swell  and  ex- 
pand with  delight. 
"  Let  rae  be 

Great,  not  like  Cfesar,  stained  "with  blood, 
But  obIj  great  as  I  am  good ! ' " 

Or,  "  Let  me 

'  Scatter  plenty  o'er  a  smiling  land 
And  read  my  history  in  a  nation's  eyes,'  " 

was  rather  his  idea  of  excellence  than 

"  To  wade  through  slaughtei-  to  a  throne." 
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No  one  had  a  greater  contempt  for  the  office-seehei 
than  he,  nor  appreciated  more  fully  the  great  Ameri 
can  idea,  that  "office  should  seek  men,  not  men 
office.'''' 

Texas  has  erected  no  monument  to  commemorate 
the  fame  of  Stephen  F.  Austin.  I^or  has  she  voted 
monuments  to  any  one  of  her  heroes,  but  has  very 
appropriately  immortalized  them  by  naming  her 
counties  and  cities  in  honor  of  them ;  wherefore,  so 
long  as  ,the  lovely  cities  of  Austin,  Houston,  Eusk, 
Sherman,  McKinney,  Crockett,  Seguin,  Bonham,  and 
the  beautiful  counties  of  Milam,  Lamar,  Travis, 
Bowie,  Fannin,  Burleson,  "Wharton,  Smith,  Karnes, 
Zavala,  "Waller,  Dimmit,  Erati,  Maverick,  Chambers, 
Hunt  and  Ellis  shall  exist,  so  long  will  exist  the  fame 
of  the  daring  men  who  rescued  Texas  from  the  domi- 
nation of  bull-flghting,  prisoner-murdering,  priest-rid- 
den Mexicans. 

While  the  philanthropist  can  but  sympathize  with 
the  unfortunate  children  of  Montezuma  for  their  de- 
grading lessons  and  early  education  in  scenes  of  blood 
and  priestcraft,  introduced  by  their  Spanish  conquer- 
ors, which  no  doubt  give  a  taste  for  shedding  human, 
blood,  and  have  produced  their  unchristian  habit  of 
murdering  theii-  prisoners,  their  citizens  and  soldiers, 
and  even  their  generals  and  ern/p&i'ors,  he  can  but  re- 
joice in  the  great  gain  to  the  cause  of  civilization  and 
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ImmaB  progress  aecomplislied  by  tiie  heroes  of  Texas, 
wtoee  honored  namea  and  cliivalrous  deeds  will  be 
fondly  cberislied  and  gratefully  remembered  until 
time  shall  be  no  more, 

Tn  the  language  of  the  poet : 

"  Some,  when  they  die,  die  all ;  their  moiild'ring  clay 
la  but  an  emblem  of  their  memories ; 
The  space  quite  closes  up  through  which  thej  passed ; 
But  these  haye  lived,  and  leave  a  mark  behind, 
To  pluck  the  chining;  age  fi'om  vulgar  time. 
And  give  it  whole  to  late  posteritj," 
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Annexation  and  Anti-annexation.— Texas  recognized  bj  the  United 
States.— Mi&si on  of  Gen.  Mennnoan  Hunt.— Annexation  rejoctodbj  tiie 
United  States.— Foray th  and  Hunt — Kennedy. 

TTTHILE  Gov.  McBuffie,  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Dr. 
'  '  Channmg,  and  tlie  Legialatures  oi  New  York, 
Ohio,  Massaeliusetta  and  Vermont  were  opposed  to 
Texas— or  rather,  in  favor  of  letting  Tewans  who  had 
left  a  land  of  Freedom  and  gone  to  one  of  Despotimn, 
worh  out  their  own  destmy,  there  were  other  gentle- 
men who  sympathized  with  their  struggling  Idnsmea 
in  their  unequal  contest  with  Mexico,  and  wished  to 
throw  over  them  the  protecting  mgls  oi  the  American 
Union. 

Foremost  among  these  were  Gen.  James  Hamilton, 
Senators  Preston  and  Calhoun,  and  Mr.  Poinsett  (for- 
merly United  States  Minister  to  Mexico),  of  South 
Carolina,  and  Eobert  J.  Walker,  of  Mississippi. 

As  chairman  of  the  Senate's  Committee  on  Poreign 
Relations,  Gen.  Hamilton,  in  a  Report  touching  Texan 
affairs,  said : 

"  The  sequel  of  this  deeply  interesting  drama  must 
be  left  to  the  dispensations  of  a  wise  Providence, 
whom  we  are  taught  to  believe  orders  everything  for 
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the  best.  There  may  be  those  who  suppose  that  it 
will  be  neither  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to 
recognize  the  independence  of  Texas  nor  to  admit  her 
into  the  TJnion.  We  do  not  desire  to  anticipate  the 
vast  considerations  which  enter  into  this  subject.  To 
such  persons  it  might  be  said,  that  although  both  of 
these  privileges  might  be  denied,  yet  we  cannot  strike 
Texas  fi'ora  the  map  of  the  physical  globe,  nor  from 
her  territorial  location.  There  she  stands,  as  om" 
neighbor,  for  good  or  for  evil,  touching  our  frontier 
at  a  point  of  intimate  community  with  our  most  sen- 
sitive interests,  and  allmiiig,  by  her  immense  aiad 
boundless  fertility  of  soil,  a  stream  of  emigration 
which  is  destined  to  make  her  a  great  state  in  our 
confederacy  or  a  powerftil  separate  empire." 

In  support  of  his  views  he  said  to  the  Senators  of 
South  Carolina : 

"  Would  our  refusal  to  recognize  her  independence, 
or  admit  her  into  the  Union,  in  the  language  of  the 
Report,  '  strike  her  from  the  map  of  the  physical 
globe  i '  Would  it  curse  with  an  irreversible  sterility 
the  teeming  fertility  of  her  exuberant  soil  1  Would 
it  cover  with  a  blight  the  cotton  plant,  wliich  in  that 
favored  country  grows  almost  with  the  perennial 
magnificence  of  a  tropical  production  ?  Would  our 
refusal  check  the  current  of  her  rivers  in  their  jour- 
ney to  the  ocean,  freighted  with  the  richest  staples  of 
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tte  finest  agricultural  country  probably  in  tKe  habit- 
able globe  ?  Would,  in  one  word,  oar  refusal  to 
receive  her  as  a  member  of  thia  confederacy  check 
that  disastrous  stream  of  emigration  that,  without  a 
refl-ux,  is  steadily  setting  west^  No,  not  one  jot-. 
Let  Texas  once  establish  her  independeuce,  and  a  sep- 
arate Republic,  and  throw  open  a  seiies  of  free  ports 
to  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  he  would  ask, 
whether  the  dangers  of  her  competition  would  not  be 
vastly  augmented  from  the  fact  that,  whilst  her 
planters  would  make  one-third  more  cotton  to  the 
acre  than  is  produced  on  the  richest  Mississippi  bot- 
tom, the  exchanges  on  the  commodities  destined  to 
purchase  the  staples  of  Texas,  would  come  into 
that  counti-y  burdened  with  30  per  cent,  leas  of 
taxation  % 

"  In  this  view  the  subject  is  scai'cely  less  important 
and  interesting  to  the  merchant  and  manufacturer  at 
the  North.  For  what  would  become  of  their  respec- 
tive trades,  with  millions  of  untaxed  British  naviga- 
tion crowding  the  ports  of  Texas,  and  millions  of 
British  manufactures  introduced  through  Texas, 
flooding  the  vast  valley  of  the  Mississippi?  These 
momentous  considerations  would  have,  he  believed, 
to  be  presented  one  day  or  other,  and  that  perhaps 
not  very  distant,  to  the  deliberations  of  the  American 
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people.     He  trusted  that  theii'  decision  would   add 
fresh  stability  and  harmony  to  the  Union."* 

Mr.  Poinsett,  in  supporting  the  motion,  made  the 
folloiving  observations : 

*'  Ought  we  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  the  members 
of  the  British  Parliament,  who  condemned  them  in 
unqualified  teiins,  while  they  accused  this  govern- 
ment of  fermenting  the  revolution  of  Texas,  in  order 
to  acquire  possession  of  that  territory  ?  Mr.  Ward, 
who  took  the  lead  in  that  debate  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  5th  August  last,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  his  having  been  the  British  Envoy  in  Mexi- 
co, asserted  that  the  United  States  'had  long  regarded 
Texas  with  covetous  eyes,  and  that  to  obtain  posses- 
sion of  that  province  had  been  the  first  object  of  its 
policy.  Now  this  opinion  is  conti'adicted  by  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Adams  might,  if  it  had'  been  judged  expe- 
dient to  do  so  by  Mr.  Monroe's  advisers,  have  obtained 
possession  of  it  by  treaty.  There  was  no  serious 
obstacle  to  his  extending  our  boundary  so  as  to 
embrace  Texas,  when  he  made  the  ti'eaty  of  limits 
with  Don  Luis  Onis.  It  was  an  error — of  which  he 
became  afterwards  fully  convinced.  Mr,  Ward  said', 
further,  that  he  (Mr.  Poinsett)  had  sought,  during 
their  mutual  residence  there,  to  acquire  Texas  for  his 
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government,  and  had  made  proposals  to  purcliase  the 
territory  for  ten  millions  of  dollars.  This,  too,  is  a 
great  mistake.  He  did  not  doubt  that  Mr.  Ward  bad 
been  so  infonned ;  but  tte  intelligence  he  received  on 
that  occasion  was  eiToneous  and  unfounded.  The 
American  Government  never  made  any  overtures  to 
Mexico  for  the  purchase  of  Texas  through  him,  nor 
during  his  residence  there.  Mr.  Ward  insinuated  that 
these  negotiations  were  conducted  through  the  former 
Viee-Presid.ent  of  Texas,  Don  Lorenzo  de  Zavala,  of 
whom  he  took  occasion  to  speak  disparagingly — *a 
man  of  talents,  cei'tainly;  but  totally  destitute  of 
principle ' — which  simply  means  that  he  was  not  of 
the  English  party,  but  devotedly  attached  to  republi- 
can principles— a  devotion  which  he  has  displayed 
throughout  all  the  trying  scenes  of  the  revolution  in 
Mexico.  In  his  youth  he  was  immured  four  yeai's  in 
the  dungeons  of  the  castle  of  UUoa,  for  having  dared 
to  murmur  against  the  tyranny  of  Spain.  Upon  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  in  that  country  in  1812, 
he  was  liberated  and  sent  to  Madrid  by  his  country- 
men, to  plead  for  the  liberties  of  Americana,  which  he 
did  fearlessly  and  eloquently.  When  the  revolution 
took  place  that  separated  Mexico  from  the  mother 
country,  he  returned  home  and  placed  himself  in  the 
first  rank  of  those  who  sought  to  give  republican  in- 
stitutions to  his  country ;  and  when  the  last  change 
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took  place,  he  inclignantly  returned  his  commission  of 
Minister  to  France  to  Santa  Anna,  and  retired  to  his 
farm  in  Texas,  declaring  that  he  had  received  the  wp- 
pomtment  from  a  free  government.,  and  would  not 
serve  a  f/yra/)U.  He  said.,  in  reply  to  Mr.  "Ward,  that 
the  United  States  Jhod  maintaviied  a  sf^'iot  iietit^^ality 
in  the  controversy  between  Mexico  and  Texas,  and  lutd 
acted  with  ilie  most  perfect  good  faith  towards  both 
pa/rties. 

"  From  what  he  had  seen  and  known  of  the  policy 
of  our  government  in  this  particular,  he  thought 
South  Cai-o3ina  might  repose  upon  the  wisdom  and 
prudence  of  their  counsels.  He  presumed  the  same 
course  would  be  pursued  towards  Texas  that  had  been 
pursued  towards  the  States  of  Spanish  America. 
When  a  government  de facto  existed  there,  capable  of 
maintaining  its  independence,  it  would,  he  presumed, 
be  recognized  by  this  country.  Such  an  act  could  not 
be  regarded  as  a  cause  of  war  by  Mexico.  It  had  not 
so  been  considered  by  Spain ;  and  when  we  recognized 
her  revolted  colonies,  the  amicable  relations  between 
the  two  countries  were  not  interrupted.  ....  If 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  these  United  States  should 
become  afterwards  a  question  between  us,  and  the  pro- 
posal should  come  from  them,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
entertained  by  this  country  favorably.  He  believed 
that  the  best  interests  of  this  country  would  be  con- 
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suited  by  the  adoption  of  such  a  measui'e.  If  the 
time  of  the  Senate  permitted,  and  it  were  a  question 
fitting  to  be  entertained  here,  he  thought  he  could 
prove  conclusively,  that  the  interests  of  the  whole 
Union,  and  especially  of  the  South,  required  that 
TexaSj  if  once  separated  from  Mexico,  should  be  an- 
nexed to  these  United  States. 

"The  result  of  the  contest  between  Mexico  and 
Texas  was,  as  truly  said  tu  the  Report,  in  the  hands 
of  Providenca  He  thought  it  too  probable  that  the 
Texans  might  be  driven  from  their  homes  by  the  over- 
whelming forces  preparing  to  march  against  them,  but 
the  Mexicans  cannot  keep  possession  of  that  state — 
that  government  cannot  maintam  a  large  standing 
anny  at  so  great  a  distance  from  the  capital.  They 
would  be  compelled  to  withdraw  it  in  a  short  time, 
and  the  Texans  will  reoccupy  the  country.  To  Mex- 
ico this  is  a  perilous  contest.  Their  retreating  forces 
may  be  followed  to  the  centre  of  their  fertile  fields. 
This  danger  is  the  more  imminent  as  all  the  states 
north  of  Tamaulipas  are  essentially  republican,  and 
have  submitted  unwillingly  to  the  repeal  of  their  free 
institutions.  Whatever  reverses  Texas  is  still  destined 
to  undergo,  if  that  people  continue  firm  and  united, 
they  must  ultimately  be  fi'ee." 

The  vote    of    the   United    States   Senate    on    the 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  Texas,  was 
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taken  tlie  1st  of  March,  1837.  It  stood  23  to  22,  and 
on  tie  next  day,  iipon  a  motion  to  reconsider,  the  vote 
was  24  to  24.  On  the  succeeding  day,  President 
Jackson  approved  the  resolution  of  Congress,  and 
nominated  Alcee  Labranehe  as  ckargi  d^affmres  to 
ike  Jiepublic  of  Texas. 

Among  the  brave  and  daring  spirits  who  left  ease 
and  comfort  in  the  good  old  State  of  North  Carolina, 
and  came  to  Texas  to  slaughter  Mexicans,  and  gain 
the  great  glory  of  a  Lafayette  or  Kosciusko,  was  the 
celebrated  Gen.  Memucan  Hunt,  familiarly  styled  by 
his  associates  Cousin  Muke. 

Cousin  Muke  was  one  of  those  old-fashioned  fellows 
who  recognized  no  aristocracy  but  that  of  merit,  and 
weighed  men  alone  by  the  standard  of  virtue.  He 
was  as  gentle  as  a  lamb,  but  as  brave  as  a  lion.  He 
brought  with  him  an.  old  rifle  from  North  Carolina  to 
Texas,  the  barrel  of  which  became  loose  in  the  stock, 
but  Cousin  Muke  tied  a  piece  of  twine  or  hickory  bark 
round  the  stock  and  baiTel  to  keep  them  together,  p\]t 
a  new  flint  in  the  hammer,  and  when  challenged  one 
day  for  a  mortal  combat,*  Cousin  Muke  took  up  this 
old  flint  and  steel  i-ifle,  walked  out  on  the  field  of 
honor,  and  with   it — scorning  all  of  Messrs.  "Walker 

*  About  thia  time  duelling  wsiB  somowliat  fsshioiiable  in  Teias,  and  Gena, 
Telix  HiinEton.  and  Albert  Sidney  Jotnson  fought.  After  five  rounds,  Gen, 
Jotnsoii  waa  seriously  wouiidetl. 
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and  Ely's  double  water-proo:f  percussion  caps,  loclts, 
or  metallic  cartridges— -sAo^  his  man. 

"Within  a  few  weelis  after  recognition,  Cousin.  Muke 
was  inti'oduced  to  tlie  President  of  tlie  United  Statea 
by  tlie  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Forsytli,  as  Envoy  Ex- 
traordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  tlie  Re- 
public of  Texas  to  the  United  States — with  the  grand 
object  of  annexing  Texas  to  the  United  States. 

Not  doubting  his  ability  to  accomplish  this  object, 
he  addressed  Mr.  Forsytlx  a  long  letter  containing  a 
history  of  Texas  from  ita  discovery  aud  settlement  to 
that  time :  its  soil,  climate,  riclies,  and  the  reasons  why 
annexation  should  take  place — that  any  delay  might 
defeat  it,  as'Tesas  was  about  forming  treaties  with 
foreign  powers.     In  conclusion  he  said : 

"  The  undersigned  most  respectfully  represents  to 
the  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  In  this 
paper  he  does  not  presume  to  have  presented  all  the 
inducements  to  the  union  of  the  two  Republics.  He 
has  not  thought  it  respectful  to  trespass  upon  the 
attention  of  the  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  State, 
either  by  an  extended  detail  of  the  resources  of  Texas, 
or  of  th.e  mutual  benefits  involved  in  a  treaty  of  an- 
nexation. The  mineral  wealth  of  the  country,  com- 
prising valuable  mines  of  silver  and  lead,  immense 
strata  of  iron  and  coal,  and  salt  springs  in  great 
abundance,  has  not  been  properiy  appreciated.     Nor 


dbyGoogle 


HISTORY  OF   TEXAS.  367 

lias  tlie  undersigned  thought  it  necessary  to  allude  to 
the  immense  fur  trade  which  would  be  thrown  into 
the  lap  of  the  enterprise  of  the  United  States  by  the 
annexation  of  Texas.  The  great  aid  and  facilities 
which  Texas,  as  an  integral  part  of  the  Union,  might 
I'euder  to  the  adventurous  traders,  who,  in  caravans, 
penetrate  from  Missouri  to  Santa  F4,  and  in  general 
to  the  inland  trade  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
countries  bordering  on  the  Pacific,  have  all  been  left 
unexplained;  and  the  undersigned  throws  himself 
upon  the  courtesy  of  the  Honorable  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  desiring  him  to  believe  that,  as  he  has  not 
entered  into  any  of  the  details  of  such  a  treaty  of  an- 
nexation as  Texas  might  propose,  but  confined  himself 
to  the  submission  of  the  proposition  itself,  so  he  haa 
not  thought  fit  to  discuss  severally  all  the  various 
interests  involved,  but  merely  has  subjected  them  to 
a  general,  and,  he  trusts,  a  candid  review. 

"  In  closing  this  paper,  the  undersigned  appeals  to 
the  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  referring 
him  to  the  details  of  the  history  of  the  Texan  revolu- 
tion herein  set  forth,  asks,  in  the  name  of  national 
honor,  humanity,  and  justice,  if  a  nation  whose  career 
has  been  marted,  lilie  that  of  Mexico,  by  a  constant 
violation  of  the  most  solemn  treaty  obligations,  by  a 
series  of  the  most  licentious  revolutions,  by  a  most 
shameful  prostitution  of  the  lives,  lilicrties,  and  the 


dbyGoogle 


368  HISTORY  OF  TEXAS. 

property  of  her  people,  and,  in  sbort,  by  every  act  of 
perfidy  and  cruelty  recorded  in  tie  Mstory  of  barba- 
lians,  haa  not  thereby  forfeited  all  claims  to  the 
respect  of  the  governments  of  civilized  nations?  Loot 
to  her  continued  interruptions  of  the  peaceful  citizens 
of  Texas,  industriously  engaged  in  the  improvements 
of  their  estates  and  in  the  actual  aggrandizement  of 
the  Mexican  Empire ;  to  her  demolition  by  military 
force  of  the  Constitution  of  1824;  to  her  bloody  war 
of  extermination  under  President  Santa  Anna ;  to  her 
butchery  of  those  gallant  Texans  -who  suiTendered 
their  arms  under  the  sacred  flag  of  a  capitulation,  in 
which  their  lives  were  guaranteed;  and  pronounce  if 
the  enormity  of  her  misdeeds  entitles  her  to  be  any 
longer  ctmsidered,  the  undersigned  will  not  say  a 
nation  of  responsibility,  but  even  humanity.  The 
undersigned,  however,  foi'bears  to  continue  this  ap- 
peal, 80  irrelevant,  and  perhaps  so  unnecessary,  to 
the  due  consideration  of  the  subject  under  discussion. 
The  world  will  do  ample  jiistice  to  the  magnanim- 
ity of  Texas  in  forbearing  to  visit  upon  the  heads  of 
l^he  recreant  tyrant  and  his  captured  host  that  retali- 
ation which  their  oSencea  against  the  laws  of  nations 
and  the  rights  of  mankind  so  signally  deserved. 

"  In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  most  respectfully 
begs  leave  to  congratulate  the  Honorable  Secretary 
of  State  upon  the  spectacle  exhibited  in  this  discus- 
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don,  and  which  ia  so  honorable  a  commentary  upon 
the  excellence  of  the  government  of  this  country,  viz. : 
a  sovereign,"  free,  and  warlike  people,  fresh  from  the 
fields  of  their  own  victories  and  glory,  seeking  to  sur- 
render their  nationality  as  the  piice  of  a  place  among 
the  TJBited  States,  to  become  participants  of  the  wis- 
dom of  its  laws  and  the  renown  of  its  arms." 

Mr.  Foreyth  answered  Gen.  Hunt's  proposition  by 
order  of  the  President,  Mr.  Van  Bureu,  with  a  prompt 
decisive  negative,  he  wi'ote  : 

"Neither  the  duties  nor  tJie  settled  policy  of  the 
Urvited  States  permit  them  to  enter  into  an  examina- 
tion of  the  accuracy  of  the  historical  facts  related  by 
General  Hunt.  The  United  States  were  foremost  in 
acknowledging  the  independence  of  Mexico.  A  sense 
of  duty  and  a  reverence  for  consistency,  however,  it 
was  considered,  left  this  government  no  alternative, 
and  it  therefore  led  the  way  in  recognizing  Texas.  A 
hope  was  certainly  entertained  that  this  act,  and  the 
motives  that  conduced  to  it,  even  if  no  other  conside- 
rations were  to  have  influence,  would  point  out  to  the 
Government  of  Texas  the  propriety  not  only  of  cher- 
ishing intimate  and  amicable  relations  with  this 
country,  but  of  abstaining  from  other  connections 
abroad  which  might  be  detrimental    to  the  United 


"  So  long  as  Texas  shall  remain  at  war  while  the 
16* 
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United  States  are  at  peace  with  lier  adversary,  tbe 
proposition  of  tie  Texan  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
necessarily  involves  the  question  of  war  with  that  ad- 
versary. The  United  States  are  bound  to  Mexico  by 
a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  which  will  be  scrupu- 
lously observed  on  their  part,  so  long  as  it  can  be 
reasonably  hoped  that  Mexico  will  perform  ter  duties 
and  respect  our  rights  under  it.  The  United  States 
might  justly  be  suspected  of  a  disregard  of  the  fiiendly 
purposes  of  the  compact,  if  the  overture  of  General 
Hunt  were  to  be  even  reseived  for  future  consideration, 
as  this  would  imjily  a  disposition  on  our  part  to  es- 
pouse the  quarrel  of  Texas  with  Mexico ;  a  disposi- 
tion wholly  at  variance  with  the  spii'it  of  the  treaty, 
with  the  uniform  policy  and  the  obvious  welfare  of 
the  United  States. 

"  The  inducements  mentioned  by  General  Hviut  for 
the  United  States  to  annex  Texas  to  their  territory, 
are  duly  appreciated ;  but  powei'ful  and  weighty  as 
certainly  they  are,  they  are  light  when  opposed  in  the 
scale  of  reason  to  treaty  obligations  and  respect  for 
thM  mtegriPy  of  cha/rmter  by  which  the  United  States 
have  sought  to  distinguish  themselves  since  the  estab- 
lishment of  their  right  to  claim  a  place  in  the  great 
family  of  nations.  It  is  presumed,  however,  that  the 
motives  by  which  Texas  has  been  governed  in  making 
this  overtiu-e,  wiU  have  equal  force  in  impelling  her 
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to  preserve,  as  an  iudependent  power,  tlie  most  liberal 
commercial  relations  "with  the  United  States,  Such 
a  disposition  will  be  cheerfully  met  in  a  correspond- 
ing spirit  by  this  government.  If  the  answer  which 
the  undersigned  has  been  directed  to  give  to  the  pro- 
position of  General  Hunt  should  unfortunately  work 
such  a  change  in  the  sentiments  of  that  government 
as  to  induce  an  attempt  to  extend  commercial  relations 
elsewhere  upon  terms  prejudicial  to  the  United 
States,  this  government  "will  be  consoled  by  a  con- 
sciousness of  the  rectitude  of  its  intentions,  and  a  cer- 
tainty that  although  the  hazard  of  transient  losses 
may  be  incurred  by  a  rigid  adherence  to  just  princi- 
ples, no  lasting  prospeiity  can  be  secured  when  they 
are  dieregai'ded," 

Mr.  Forsyth's  letter,  of  which  but  little  is  quoted, 
highly  astounded  Gen.  Hunt.  No  doubt  his  indignju 
tion  was  great.  "  Teccas  r^ected  I  Why,  Forsyth  is 
crazy  !  Til  write  Mm  again,  and  although  he  is  a  fool 
and — yet  I'll  not  tell  him  so  in  words,  but,  like  Bill 
Eansom  after  losing  his  money  with  Col.  Hawkins 
at  seveuAvp,  Til  insinuate.^^  * 


*  After  Mr.  Eausom  hafi  lost  Ms  lost  ten  dollar  liill  by  liie  tummg  of  a 
Jaofc  by  CoL  Hawkms,  he  arose  from  tte  table  and  gave  vent  to  Ms  chsgrin 
and  vexation  in  these  memorable  words;  "Col.  Hawkins,  tlie  position  you 
occupy  in  sodetj,  and  tie  respeofeibility  oS.  your  family  connectionE,  forbid 
me  to  Bfty  that  you  would  cheat  at  cards,  but,   Eir,  ailov,'  me  to  say,  that  yfu 
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So  Gen.  Hunt  wrote  again,  from  wliicli  I  take  the 
following  extracts  ■ 

"  The  venerable  ex-president,  General  Jackson,  was 
so  strongly  unpreesed  with  a  "belief,  at  one  time  dur- 
ing his  administration,  that  the  negotiation  then  pend- 
ing for  the  acq^uisition  of  Texas  would  be  brought  to 
a  speedy  and  favorable  issue,  that  he  tendered  the 
office  of  Governor  of  the  Territoiy  of  Texas  to  the  late 
Governor  H.  G.  Burton,  of  !N"orth  Carolina,  to  be  en- 
tered upon  so  soon  as  the  treaty  of  cession  should  be 
completed.  (See  a  publication  on  the  subject  of  Gov- 
ernor Burton's  appointment.)  The  same  principles,  it 
appears  to  the  undersigned,  were  involved  in  the  ne- 
gotiation for  the  acquisition  of  Texas  from  Mexico, 
previously  to  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
the  latter  by  Spain,  which  are  now  presented  by  the 
question  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States  previously  to  the  recognition  of  her  independ- 
ence by  Mexico  ;  and  had  his  Excellency  the  President 
of  the  United  States  entei-tained  any  inclination  to 
negotiate  a  treaty  for  the  annexation  of  Texas — a 
hope  which  had  been  fondly  cherished,  as  he  had  ex:- 
pressed  a  determination  to  carry  out  the  mea,aures  and 
conform  to  the  general  policy  of  his  venerable  pre- 
decessor— it    does    appear  to  the   undersigned,   but 

tan  turn  nwre  Jaalce  than  any  gentleman  with  victim  I  et>er  placed  ear&t  in 

aU  my  Ufe  !  " 
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■with  distinguished  deference  to  tke  Hon.  Mr.  For- 
sytii's  opinions  to  tlie  contrary,  tliat  neither  a  sense 
of  dnty  nor  the  settled  policy  oi  this  government, 
duruig  the  administration  of  the  venerable  ex-presi- 
dent would  have  prevented  an  examination  into  the 
accuracy  of  the  historical  facts  accompanying  the  pro- 
position. That  brief  compendium,  which  is  believed 
to  be  coiTect,  will  show  that  there  is  as  little  prospect 
of  the  recovery  of  Texas  by  Mexico  at  this  time  as 
there  was  of  the  reconqnest  of  Mexico  by  Spain  at  the 
time  that  General  Jackson  believed  that  the  charge 
d'affaires  (Mr.  Butler)  of  this  government  had  suc- 
ceeded in  negotiating  the  acquisition  of  Texas.  If  the 
act  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  would  iavolve  the 
United  States  in  a  war  with  Mexico  at  this  time,  the 
undersigned  is  at  a  loss  to  perceive  why  a  similar  re- 
sult was  not  anticipated  with  Spain  in  the  event  of  a 
cession  of  Texas  by  Mexico.  Texas  asted  nothing  more 
of  the  United  States,  in  proposing  to  negotiate  for  her 
annexation,  than  the  United  States  had  previously 
desired  of  Mexico,  when  General  Jackson  was  at  the 
head  of  this  government — for  Mexico  was  then  as 
much  at  war  with  Spain  as  Texas  now  is  with  Mex- 
ico^and  it  is  believed  that  as  friendly  treaty  and  com- 
mercial relations  existed  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States  at  that  time  as  are  now  maintained  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Mexico. 
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"  In  addition  to  the  fact  that  this  government, 
when  administered  by  the'  sage  of  the  Hermitage,  pro- 
posed the  acquiaitioa  of  Texas  by  purchase  from  Mex- 
ico, many  yeara  before  the  recognition  of  her  inde- 
pendence by  Spain,  the  undersigned  most  respectfully 
invites  the  attention  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State  to 
the  repoii;  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  contained  in  a  newspaper  which 
he  herewith  presents.  That  report,  which  is  said  to 
have  been  adopted  unanimously,  alludes  in  strong 
terms  to  the  subject  of  the  right  of  this  government 
to  admit  Texas  into  its  confederacy  ;  and  the  under- 
signed refers  to  it  thus  particularly,  that  he  may  be 
sustained  by  high  autliority  when  he  assures  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  of  the  United  States,  that,  in  sub- 
mitting the  proposition  of  annexation,  it  was  far  from 
his  intention  to  ask  the  Goverament  of  the  United 
States  to  accede  to  a  measure  which  Mr.  Foi'syth  was 
instructed  to  say  was  believed  to  involve  unjust  prin- 
ciples. The  wndersigned  assiires  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States,  that  he  could  not  knowing- 
ly consent  to  he  the  medium  of  presenting  any  pro- 
position asking  of  tJie  United  States  a  disregard  of 
just  principles. 

"  After  the  a  surance  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Forsyth,  that 
a  sense  of  duty  and  a  reverence  for  consistency  left 
hia  goverument  no  alternative  in  leading  the  way  in 
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recognizing  tlie  independence  of   Texas,  tlie    under- 
signed confesses  some  surprise  at  tlie  intimation  of  Mr 
Forsyth,  that  the  cirenmatance  of  her  having   been 
^8t  recognized  by  the  United  States  should  in  any 
manner  influence  the  foreign  intercourse   of  Texas. 
However  much  the  Government  of  Texas  may  be  dis- 
posed to  encourage  the  most  friendly  relations  with 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the  undersigned 
assiu'es  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State,  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  Texas  does  not  consider  that  any  particular 
foreign  policy  was  implied  or  made  binding  upon  her 
by  the  circumstance  of  her  independence  having  been 
first  recognized  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.      The  representatives  of  Texa^,  in  their  inter- 
changes with  foreign  powers,  wil]  not  accept  the  re- 
cognition of    her  independence    urdess   it  is  uncon- 
ditional in  this  respect.     In  all  their  negotiations  and 
treaties  with  foreign  powers,  the  best  interests  of  their 
own  government  and  people  will  doubtless  be  con- 
sulted, and  must  indicate  the  policy  which  they  will 
be  directed  to  adopt      With  even  the  same  permanent 
policy  in  its  commercial  interchanges  with  the  United 
States,  which  may  exist  with  the  most  favored  nation, 
the  undersigned  cannot  guarantee  for  his  government 
that  any  advantage   shall    accrue   therefrom  to  the 
manufacturing  interest  of  the  United  States;  for  it  is 
understood  that  great  interest  is  mainly  sustained  in 
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tlie  TTuited  States  by  the  protectioa  ai^orded  by  liigli 
duties  against  tlie  competition  of  eimilar  interests  in 
foreign  nations,  where  labor  and  the  facilities  for 
manufacturing  are  more  available,  and  at  cheaper 
rates.  Such  being  the  case,  it  is  apparent  that,  even 
should  no  detiimeut  accrue  to  the  manufacturing  in- 
tei'est  of  the  United  States  from  the  vicinity  of  Texas 
as  an  independent  nation,  certainly  no  advantages 
affecting  that  intei'est  can  be  anticipated. 

"  T}ie  apprelieTtsion  of  the  Honorable  Mr.  Forsyth^ 
that  the  ref'mal  of  this  gov&nmnent  to  negotiate  for  a 
treaty  of  anriewation,  thereby  declmmg  all  the  Gommer- 
cial  a/nd  other  advantages  which  wovM  he  secured  by 
that  measwe,  may  mduce  an  attempt  on  thepm'tofibe 
Goverrmumt  of  Texas  to  extend  its  commercial  relations 
elsewhere  on  terms  most  favm'oble  to  its  own  welfare 
and  prosperity,  is  perfectly  natm-al ;  but  the  under- 
signed assures  Mr.  Forsyth  that  such  endeavors  -will 
not  proceed  from  any  unkind  feelings  to  the  govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States ;  and  he  vpould 
take  this  occasion  to  reiterate,  the  friendly  disposition 
of  the  government  and  people  of  Texas  towards  the 
government  and  people  of  the  United  States,  which 
he  had  the  honor  to  communicate  in  his  note  of  the 
4th  of  August.  Should,  however,  the  foreign  com- 
mercial,and  other  relations  of  the  Republic  of  Texas 
become  such   as  seriously  to  affect  the 
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intei'ests  of  tlje  Uuited  States,  or  any  portion  thereof, 
the  nndersigned  conceives  that  it  would  be  unreason- 
able for  the  government  and  people  who  had  been 
f eeely  proffered  all  she  conld  bestow,  and  yet  declined 
the  ofier,  to  complain  of  her  on  the  ground  of  looking 
to  her  own  interest  primarily,  Texas  has  generously 
offered  to  merge  her  national  sovereignty  in  a  domes- 
tic one,  and  to  become  a  constituent  jaart  of  this  great 
confederacy.  The  refusal  of  this  government  to 
accept  the  overture  must  forever  sei'een  her  from  the 
imputation  of  wilfully  injuring  the  great  interests  of 
the  United  States,  should  euch  a  result  accrue  from 
any  commercial  or  other  regulations  which  she  may 
find  it  necessary  or  expedient  to  enter  into  with 
foreign  nations. 

"Should  it  be  found  necessary  or  expedient  here- 
after, for  the  proper  promotion  of  the  interests  of  her 
own  citizens,  to  lay  high  duties  upon  the  cotton-bag- 
ging so  extensively  manufactured  in  the  "Western 
States,  and  upon  the  port  and  beef  and  breadstu:ffa 
so  abundantly  produced  in  that  region,  such  as  would 
amount  to  an  almost  total  prohibition  of  the  intro- 
duction of  those  articles  into  the  country,  much  as 
her  government  and  people  would  regret  the  neces- 
sity of  the  adoption  of  such  a  policy,  she  would 
be  exculpated  from  the  slightest  imputation  of 
blame  for  taking  care  of  her  own  welfare  and  proa- 
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perity  after  having  been  refused  admission  into  tbia 
Union. 

"  The  efiorts  which  the  govermnent  of  the  ■under- 
signed ia  making  to  open  a  commercial  intercourse 
with  Great  Biitain  and  France,  it  is  believed,  will 
succeed.  Apai't  from  the  disposition  of  those  two 
powers  to  avail  themselves  of  the  great  advantages 
which  must  result  to  every  nation  ivith  which  Texas 
may  form  intimate  commercial  relations,  it  is  believed 
that  they,  as  well  as  the  United  States,  cherish  a 
liberal  sympathy  for  a  people  who  have  encountered 
the  most  cruel  treatment  at  the  hands  of  Mexico. 

"  Reason  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  foreign 
policy  of  Texas  will  be  dissimilar  to  that  of  the 
United  States.  Texas  is  now,  and  it  is  believed  will 
continue  to  be,  an  almost  purely  agricultural  eountiy. 
The  agricultural  interest  will  claim  the  almost  exclu- 
sive attention  of  the  goveminent:  possibly  from  the 
circumstance  of  her  climate  and  soil  being  so  well 
adapted  to  the  growth  of  hemp,  and  the  great  demand 
for  rope  and  bagging  in  a  cotton-growing  country,  the 
manufactures  of  these  solitary  articles  may  be  encour- 
aged at  an  early  period  ;  but  with  these  single  excep- 
tions it  is  not  apprehended  that  the  capital  and  labor 
of  the  country  can  be  so  profitably  employed  in  any 
other  species  of  industry  as  in  the  planting  interest. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
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are  numerous  and  greatly  diversified ;  and  it  is  pre- 
sumed tiat  it  was  found  necessary  to  establisli  such  a 
foreign  policy  as  would  best  reconcile,  ttem  and  re- 
dound to  the  advantage  of  each. 

"  With  the  most  rigid  adherence  to  whatever  is  just 
and  right,  the  Government  of  Texas  will  naturally 
pursue  such  a  course  of  policy,  foreign  and  domestic, 
as  will  be&t  conduce  to  the  increase  of  her  wealth  and 
population,  and  thereby  her  national  power  and  con- 
sideration. In  its  intercourse  abroad,  it  will  endeavor 
to  find  those  markets  where  her  agricultural  products, 
cotton,  sugar,  rice,  tobacco,  etc.,  wHl  obtain  the 
highest  prices,  and  where  such  articles  as  may  be 
needed  for  home  consumption  may  be  procured  at  the 
lowest  rates.  If  these  advantages  ai'e  presented  in 
the  commercial  intercourse  with  the  United  States, 
the  undersigned  need  not  say  that  the  wann  pre- 
dilection of  the  government  and  people  of  Texas 
for  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States 
would  I'ender  such  an  intercourse  as  agreeable  to  the 
former  as  it  would  doubtless  be  advantageous  to 
both. 

"The  undersigned  most  respectfully  assures  the 
Honorable  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  through  him  his  E'x- 
cellency  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that 
the  prompt  and  decisive  rejection  of  the  propo- 
sition for  the  annexation  of   Texas  to   the    United 
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States  will  not  be    imputed   to  an  unfriendly  spirit 
to  the  government  and  people  of  Texas." 

So  Gen.  Hunt  failed  in  his  mission,  and  lost  all  his 
expenses  wliile  in  Waatington,  for  Texas  had  but 
precious  little  money  in  those  days. 

In  April  following,  Mr.  Jones,  of  Brazoria,  intro- 
duced the  following  joint  resolution  into  the  Texas 
House  of  Kepreaentatives : 

"  Whereas,  the  citizens  of  the  Eepublie  of  Texas,  at 
their  election  of  President  and  other  officers  in  the 
year  1836,  expressed  an  almost  unamimous  desire  to 
become  annexed  to  the  United  States  of  North 
America ;  in  consequence  of  which  expression,  a  pro- 
position for  annexation  was  made,  through  our  Minis- 
ter resident  at  the  city  of  Washington,  which  propo- 
sition, after  having  been  duly  considered,  has  been 
distinctly  and  unconditionally  refused  by  that  govern, 
ment,  and  for  reasons  which  it  is  impossible  for  tim« 
or  circumstances  to  invalidate  or  alter;  and  whereas, 
it  is  believed  that  Tex3.s,  having  interests  at  variance 
■with  those  of  a  large  portion  of  the  United  States, 
and  having  also  demonstrated  her  ability  for  self-gov- 
ernment, and  for  successfully  resisting  the  efforts  of 
her  imbecile  enemy  to  subjugate  her,  and  now  trust- 
ing, as  a  wise  policy  dictates,  to  her  own  strength  and 
resources,  no  longer  desires  such  annexation;  and 
whereas,  it  is  a  fact  that,  pending  this  hopeless  nego- 
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tiation,  the  recognition  of  tlie  independence  of  Texas 
by  England  and  otter  powers,  so  essential  to  our  wel- 
fare, is  delayed  or  prevented  ; 

"  Be  it  resolved  by  tbe  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  Texas,  in  Congress  assembled,  tliat  his 
Excellency  the  President  be  authorized  and  required,  so 
sooti  as  ie  may  think  proper,  to  instruct  our  Minister 
resi.deat  at  Wasbington  respectfully  to  inform  the  Grov- 
ernraent  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  that 
the  Government  of  Texas  -withdraws  the  proposition 
for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  said  United  States." 

The  resolution  passed  the  House,  but  failed  in  the 


The  proposition  of  annexation  was  foi'mally  and 
absolutely  withdrawn  by  Anson  Jones  (Texan  Minis- 
ter), in  April,  1838,  by  order  of  President  Houston. 

Kennedy  attributes  the  failure  of  annexation  at 
this  time  to  the  stupidity  and — "  sheer  jealousy  of 
Northern  politicians  of  augmenting  the  power  of  the 
South.  Kot  content  with  this  distrust  of  the  South, 
opposition  to  Texas  had  been  strengthened  by  a  vile 
appeal  to  passion  and  fanaticism,  and  ministers  of 
the  gospel  had  been  permitted  to  mount  the  pulpit 
and  fulminate  denunciations  against  Texas  and  the 
interests  of  the  South.  And  what  was  the  excuse  ? 
'  It  was  necessary  to  keep  the  Union  together.  Texas 
would  have  divided  the  Union.'     Was  not  the  period 
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of  sepai'ation  fearfully  accelerated  by  making  Texas  a 
sovereign  and  independent  power,  with  such  an  ally  as 


"  The  q^uestion  of  Texan  annexation  or  independence 
presented  an  embari'assing  dilemma  to  those  who 
wished,  by  means  of  protective  duties,  to  secure  a 
monopoly  of  the  hofne  mm'lcet  for  Avnerican  manu- 
foGtures.  If  the  United  States  extended  theii'  south- 
em  wing  to  the  Rio  Grande,  the  anti-taiifB  party 
would  gain  a  pi-eponderance  most  favorable  to  Eng- 
land. On  the  other  hand,  if  Texas  wei'e  independent, 
she  might  force  the  whole  American  continent  into 
the  adoption  offrm  Prade  p^'inciples^  which  would  be 
still  more  conducive  to  Britiah  aggrandizement,  as  it 
would  "  tranquillize  her  restless  population  by  con- 
stant occupation,  and,  by  receiving  a  superabundance 
of  raw  material  in  exchange  for  her  fabi'ics,  enable 
her  to  undersell  the  world." 


dbyGoogle 


CHAPTEK  XIV. 

The  Congress  at  Houston.— Message  oi  President  Hoiiaton.— Pool'  Con- 
dition of  the  Texan  Treasury, — Capture  of  the  Indqiendejice,  OSomy  Joft, 
and  Juliua  0(ma/r,  with  loss  of  tlie  JntrmciUe. — Comanches  Raid  on 
Tesan  Frontier. — Van  BentLuyson  and  Miles  defeated  by  Comanchea 
— J,  O.  Bice,  William  EUpley  and  Eobert  Beai— The  famoHs  Fight  of 
theBowdes  with  Indians. — Financial  Condition  of  Texas. — Great  Pros- 
perity of  Galveston  and  Houston Deaf  Smith's  Pight  with  Mexicans. 

— Col.  Weill  and  Gen.  Rnsk  engage  the  Comanches  and  Kickapoos 

Mexicans  of  Nacogdoches  in  arms. — Death  of  Col,   Wharton  and 
Judge  Collingswoitli. 

npHE  second  session  of  the  first  Congress  of  the 
-^  Republic  of  Texas  met  at  Houston  on  the  Ist  of 
May,  1837.  In  alittlelog  cabin  witb  two  rooms  only, 
one  with  puncbeon-floor,  the  other  of  dirt,  Pres- 
ident Houston  wrote  his  Message  and  held  bis  levees. 
His  Message  informed  the  Congress  that  tbe  five 
millions  of  dollars  voted  to  his  administration  were 

"Like  the  baadess  fairia  of  a  vMm.  /  " 

Not  a  dollar  conld  be  realized  on  that  anticipated 
boiTow ! 

Tbe  sale  of  land  scrip  bad  not  succeeded,  and  that 
be  bad  suspended  tbeir  sale. 
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Tliis  Congress  attempted  to  raise  a  revenue  by  im- 
posts, direct  taxes  and  tlie  issue  of  promissory  notes 
of  the  government,  but  it  was  not  successful, 

At  the  next  session,  in  November,  he  informed  the 
Congress  that  tlie  extraordinary  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars  in  specie  liad  been  paid  into  tlie  treasury  of 
the  Republic  during  Ms  administration  !  Not  a  dol- 
lar more  nor  less.  During  this  session  tlie  famous 
ornithologist,  Audubon,  and  a  representative  of  Great 
Britain,  Mr.  Crawford,  attended  the  levees  of  Presi- 
dent Houston  in  '\mpalaUal  residence. 

The  gallant  achievements  of  Major  Burton  and  his 
horse  marines  arrested  the  attention  of  the  wily  Mex- 
icans, so,  in  1837,  they  manned  and  sent  out  thei*6- 
ertador,  having  sixteen  eighteen-pounders  and  140 
men,  the  Yinoedar  del  Almao,  armed  with  six  twelve- 
pounders  and  one  eighteen-pounder  with  100  men,  and 
the  brig-of-war  Urrea. 

These  vessels  captured  the  Texan  vessels  Ohampion, 
Julius  G(Bsar,  and  iTbdependence,  and  destroyed  the 
favorite  craft  of  the  Texan  navy,  the  Invincible 
(purchased  from  MoKinney  <f  Williams),  after  it 
had  captured  the  Alispa,  of  eighty  tons. 

"Wm.  H.  Wharton,  Texa-s  Commissioner  to  the 
United  States,  was  captured  on  the  Ind^endenoe, 
taken  to  Matamoras  and  imprisoned. 

Col.  J.  H.  "Wharton  took  thirty  Mexican  prisoners  to 
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Matamoras  to  ransom  Ha  brother,  but  tlie   gallant 
Mexicans  cast  him  into  prison  for  liia  temerity. 

Kesorting  to  bribery  tbe  "Whartons  oorrupted  (?) 
their  guards  and  made  their  escape,  thns  making 
glad  the  hearts  of  their  friends  on  old  Caney  and  the 
Brazos.  The  Mexicans  this  year  also  incited  the 
Indians  to  make  war  on  the  Texan  settlements. 

"Every  day  or  two,  dnring  the  year  1837,"  says 
Yoakum,  "  some  murdered  citizen  or  stolen  property  " 
attested  Indian  hostility  and  depredation  upon  the 
Texan  frontier. 

The  head  chief  of  the  Comanclies  was  Chiconie,  a 
bold,  dashing  warrior,  and  when  Major  A.  Le  Grand, 
of  the  Texan  army,  was  sent  to  treat  with  him,  and 
having  stated  the  object  of  his  visit,  Chiconie  replied 
that  "  so  long  as  he  continued  to  see  the  gradual  ap- 
proach of  the  whites  and  their  habitations  to  the 
hunting  grounds  of  the  Comanches,  so  long  would  he 
believe  to  be  true  what  the  Mexicans  had  told  him, 
viz.,  that  the  ultimate  intention  of  the  white  man  was 
to  deprive  them  of  their  country,  and  so  long  would 
he  continue  to  be  the  enemy  of  the  white  race." 

"Whereupon    the    Texan  Congress    declared    war 

against  them,  and  authorized  difEerent  persons  to  raise 

companies  and  attack  them. 

On  the  7th  October,  1837,  Captain  L.  Ljmch  and 

William  Eastland  with  sixty-eight  men,  started  from 
17 
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Fort  Prawie,  five  miles  below  wbere  Austin  now 
stands,  on  the  lookout  for  Indians. 

On  arriving  at  tlie"  sourcee  of  Pecan  Bayou  and  tlie 
Clear  Fork  of  the  Brazos,  a  jealousy  sprang  up  be- 
tween tlie  officers  as  to  the  right  of  command,  when 
they  partly  divided,  and  Lieutenants  Van  Benthuyson 
and  Miles,  with  sixteen  men  continued  their  Indian 
hunt,  "while  Capts.  Lynch  and  Eastland  with  the 
remainder  returned  to  the  fort. 

Van  Benthuyson,  Miles  &  Co.  soon  fell  in  with  a 
party  of  Keechies,  attached  and  defeated  them,  kill- 
ing two  of  their  warriors. 

Emboldened  by  success,  the  little  party  pushed  on 
to  the  head-waters  of  the  Trinity,  near  "  the  knobs," 
called  by  the  Indians  "  the  stone  hovses  ;"  on  the  10th 
November  they  were  surrounded  and  attacked  by 
about  180  or  200  savage  warriors. 

The  little  band  of  eighteen  men  took  position  at 
the  head  of  a  ravine,  near  a  forest  of  trees,  but  where 
the  grass  was  abundant  and  their  horses  could  eat 
while  the  fight  lasted. 

The  battle  was  desperate,  and  for  hours  the  Texans 
kept  off  the  Indians,  killing  their  chief  among  others, 
when  they  retired  from  the, contest,  elected  another 
chief  and  renewed  the  struggle. 

During  the  fight  the  Texans  would  pull  ofE  their 
hats,  place  them  on  the  ends  of  their  ramrods,  raise 
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tliem  above  tlie  level  of  the  walls  of  tlie  ravine,  and 
tlie  Indians,  mistaking  the  empty  liats  for  liata  with 
heads  in  them,  wonld  fire  at  them,  sometimes  pntting 
as  many  as  half  a  dozen  balls  through  one  hat,  when 
immediately  the  Texans  would  rise,  take  aim  and  fii'e 
at  the  Indians. 

At  last  the  wily  savages  resorted  to  the  expedient 
of  .setting  the  prairie  on  fire,  and  almost  in  an  instant 
vast  volumes  of  flames  and  smoke  forced  the  little 
band  to  leave  their  advantageous  position  and  seek 
safety  in  the  woodland  near  by,  to  aiTive  at  which 
point  they  must  necessarily  charge  through  the  In- 
dians as  well  as  the  flames. 

Having  lost  three  men  already,  the  remaining  fif- 
teen left  their  horses,  baggage,  provisions,  and  dead, 
and  at  the  word  of  command  bounded  off  on  their 
run  for  dear  life. 

In  the  charge  through  the  Indians  and  run  to  the 
timber,  a  distance  of  about  eighty  yards,  seven  of  the 
Hangers  were  killed,  including  Lieutenant  Miles,  and 
three  wounded;  in  the  engagement,  ten  of  eighteen 
were  killed  and  thi'ee  of  the  survivors  wounded, 
while  the  Indians,  ss  they  reported  at  a  trading 
house,  lost  sixty-three  killed  and  wounded. 

Night  coming  on  soon  after  the  Texans  gained  the 
woods,  under  the  friendly  protection  of  its  dark  luan- 
tle,  they  retreated  before  the  victorious  savages  and 
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after  mucli  suffering  and  many  liardsliipg,  going  for 
two  or  three  days  witliout  anything  to  eat,  they 
finally  struct  the  settlements  and  found  rest  for  their 
■weary  limbs,  and  nourishing  food  for  their  empty 
stomachs,  no  doubt  esteeming  themselves  fortunate  in 
the  possession  of  their  scalps,  and  fully  appreciating 
i  of  the  poet : 


"For  lie  who  fights  and  runs  away 
May  live  to  flght  another  day  ; 
But  he  who  is  m  battle  slain 
Can  neTer  rise  and  figlit  iigain." 

One  of  these  eight  Eangera,  J.  O.  Eice,  verified  the 
truth  of  this  poetry,  for,  in  1843,  only  five  years  after- 
wards he  joined  the  ill-fated  expedition  under  Gen- 
eral Somerville,  and  was  wounded  and  captured. 

Mr.  Rice,  with  seven  others,  through  the  kind  offices 
of  H.  L.  Kinney,  who  happened  to  be  in  Mier  at  the 
time,  and  the  expenditure  of  8500,  bribed  their  guard 
to  furnish  them  three  guns,  some  ammunition  and 
provisions  for  their  flight  into  Texas. 

On  the  night  of  the  20th  of  January,  184:3,  having 
all  things  ready,  they  left  their  prison  and  were  pilot- 
ed by  an  officer  of  the  guard  out  of  the  city,  and 
instructed  when  they  'crossed  the  river  to  go  due 
northeast,  whilst  in  his  pursuit  he  would  cross  at 
Pilo  Blanco  fifteen  miles  above,  and  thus  avoid  them. 
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Becoming  confused,  ilie  escaped  wandered  around 
until  morning  when  tliey  fonnd  tliemselves  at  the 
Pile  Blanco  road,  along  wliicli  their  pursuers  were  to 
come. 

They  took  to  the  chaparral,  and,  as  persons  who 
have  lost  their  reckoning  often  do,  becoming  confused 
they  again,  after  wandering  around,  came  back  to  the 
came  road. 

It  being  necessary  to  cross  the  road  to  Pilo  Blanco, 
along  wliieh  their  pursuers  were  to  travel  by  agree- 
ment, they  were  sorely  puzzled  until  Mr.  William 
Ripley,  an  Irishman,  exclaimed :  "  Be  the  Howly 
Saint  Patrick  can't  we  jist  walk  across  the  road  back- 
wards, and  make  the  divils  think  we  are  going  the 
other  way  ? " 

The  party  acted  on  Eipley's  suggestion,  and  when 
the  Mexicans  came  up  a  few  hours  afterwards,  they 
took  the  back  track,  and  the  poor  wounded  Texans 
were  permitted  to  limp  and  hobble  from  the  Rio 
Grande  to  San  Antonio,  subsisting  alone  on  two  mule- 
rabbits  and  two  Mexican  buzzards,  besides  what  little 
they  had  started  with. 

On  one  occasion  Robert  Beal,  who  was  shot  through 
the  right  lung,  fell  down  in  the  deep  sandy  road,  gave 
up  and  said  he  could  go  no  farther. 

The  little  party  halted  for  consultation  and  again 
Ripley's  wit  was  of  service.     Speaking  loud  enough 
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for  Beal  to  liear  liim,  lie  said :  "  It  will  nivei"  do  to 
lave  the  pore  men  here  to  die  of  hunger  and  thirst, 
and  thin  be  ate  np  by  wild  bastes.  Not  at  all,  at  all ! 
But  as  we  can't  afEord  to  stay  here  and  starve  with 
him,  we  must  shoot  the  poor  fellow  and  put  him  out 
of  his  misery  !  " 

This  kind  suggestion  had  a  vivifying  effect  on  Mr. 
Robert  Beal,  who  immediately  arose  and  continued 
his  locomotion,  and  after  a  few  more  days  of  toil  and 
sufferiug,  aixived  safely  in  San  Antonio,  no  doubt  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the 

"Prida,  pomp,  and  circumstanee  of  glorious  war." 

The  following  graphic  sketch  of  au  Indian  fight  is 
from  tte  pen  of  Kezin  P.  Bowie,  brother  of  James 
Bowie,  the  hero  of  Concepcion  and  the  Alamo,  who 
was  also  in  this  contest,  which  took  place  on  the  San 
Saba,  about  four  years  before  his  death  : 

"  Theii"  number  being  so  far- greater  than  ours  (164' 
to  11),  it  was  agi'eed  that  Rezin.P.  Bowie  should  be 
sent  out  to  talk  with  them,  and  endeavor  to  compro- 
mise rather  than  attempt  a  fight.  He  accordingly 
started,  with  David  Buchanan  in  company,  and 
walked  up  to  within  about  forty  yards  of  where  they 
had  halted,  and  requested  them,  in  their  own  tongue, 
to  send  forward  their  chief,  as  he  wanted  to  talk  with 
him.     Their  answer  was,  '  How  de  do  1  how  de  do  ? ' 
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in  English,  and  a  diseliarge  of  twelve  allots  at  ns,  one 
of  whicli  broke  Buclianan's  leg.  Bowie  returned 
tlieir  salutation  witli  tlie  contents  of  a  double-barrelled 
gun  and  a  pistol.  He  then  took  Buchanan  on  his 
shoulder,  and  started  back  to  the  encampment.  They 
then  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  us,  which  wounded 
Buchanan  in  two  more  places,  slightly,  and  piercing 
Bowie's  hunting-shirt  in  several  places  without  doing 
him  any  injury.  When  they  found  their  shot  failed  to 
bring  Bowie  down,  eight  Indiaus,  on  foot,  took  after 
Ttim  with  their  tomahawlcs,  and,  when  close  upon  him, 
were  discovered  by  his  party,  who  nished  out  with 
their  rifles,  and  brought  down  four  of  them — ^the 
other  four  retreating  back  to  the  main  body.  We 
then  returned  to  our  position,  and  all  was  still  for 
about  five  minutes. 

"  We  then  discovered  a  hill  to  the  northeast  at 
the  distance  of  sixty  yards,  red  with  Indians,  who 
opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  us  with  loud  yells— their 
chief,  on  horseback,  urging  them  in  a  loud  and  audible 
voice  to  the  charge,  walking  his  horse  perfectly  com- 
posed. When  we  first  discovered  him,  our  guns  were 
all  empty,  with  the  excp.ption  of  Mr.  Hamm's.  James 
Bowie  cried  out,  '  Who  is  loaded  ? '  Mr.  Hamm 
answered,  '  I  am.'  He  was  then  told  to  shoot  that 
Indian  on  horseback.  He  did  so,  and  broke  his  leg, 
and  killed  his  horse.     We  now  discovered  him  hop- 
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ping  round  his  lioi-se  on  one  leg,  with  his  shield  on 
his  arm  to  keep  off  the  balls.  By  this  time,  fear  of 
our  party,  being  reloaded,  fired  at  the  same  instant, 
and  all  the  balls  took  effect  through  the  shield.  He 
fell,  and  was  immediately  surrounded  by  sis  or  eight 
of  his  tribe,  who  picked  him  up  and  bore  him  off. 
Several  of  these  were  shot  by  our  party.  The  whole 
body  then  retreated  back  of  the  hiU,  out  of  sight,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  Indians,  who  were  running 
about  from  tree  to  tree,  out  of  gunshot. 

"  They  now  covered  the  hill  the  second  time,  bring- 
ing up  their  bowmen,  who  had  not  been  in  action 
before,  and  commenced  a  heavy  fire  with  balls  and 
arrows,  which  we  returned  by  a  well-dbected  aim 
with  our  rifles.  At  this  instant  another  chief  ap- 
peared on,  horseback,  near  the  spot  where  the  last  one 
fel].  The  same  question  of  'Who  is  loaded?'  was 
asked.  The  answer  was,  'Nobody;'  when  little 
Charles,  the  mulatto  servant,  came  running  up  with 
Buchanan's  rifie,  which  had  not  been  discharged 
since  he  was  wounded,  and  handed  it  to  James 
Bowie,  who  instantly  fired  and  brought  him  down 
from  his  horse.  He  was  surrounded  by  six  or  eight 
of  his  tribe,  as  was  the  last,  and  borne  off  under  our 
fire. 

"During  the  time  we  were  engaged  in  defending 
ourselves  from  the  Indiana  on  the  hill,  some  fifteen  or 
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twenty  of  tlie  Caddo  tnbe  had  succeeded  in  getting 
under  tlie  bank  of  the  creek,  in  our  rear,  at  about 
forty  yards'  distance,  and  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  -as, 
which  wounded  Matthew  Doyle,  the  ball  entering  the 
left  breast  and  coming  out  at  the  back.  As  soon  as 
he  cried  out  that  he  wa3  wounded,  Thomas  M'Casliu 
hastened  to  the  spot  where  he  fell,  and  observed, 
'  Where  is  the  Indian  that  shot  Doyle  ? '  He  was  told 
by  a  more  experienced  hand  not  to  venture  thei'e,  as, 
fi'om  the  reports  of  their  guns,  they  must  be  riflemen. 
At  that  instant  he  discovered  an  Indian,  and,  while 
in  the  act  of  raising  his  piece,  was  shot  through  the 
centre  of  the  body,  and  expired.  Robert  Armstrong 
exclaimed,  '  D — -n  the  Indian  that  shot  M'Caslin, 
where  is  he  ^ '  He  was  told  not  to  venture  there,  as 
they  must  be  riilemen ;  but,  oa  discovering  an  Indian, 
and  while  bringing  his  gun  up,  he  was  fired  at,  and 
part  of  the  stock  of  his  gun  cut  ofE,  and  the  ball 
lodged  against  the  baiTeL  During  this  time  our  ene- 
mies had  formed  a  complete  circle  round  us,  occupying 
the  points  of  rocka,  scattering  ti'ees,  and  bushes.  The 
firing  then  became  general  from  all  quarters.  Finding 
our  situation  too  much  exposed  among  the  trees,  we 
were  obliged  to  leave  them,  and  take  to  the  thickets. 
The  first  thing  necessary  was  to  dislodge  the  riflemen 
from  under  the  bank  of  the  creek,  who  were  within 
point-blank  shot.  This  we  soon  succeeded  in  doing, 
17* 
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by  shooting  tiie  most  of  thein  througli  the  head,  as  we 
had  the  advantage  of  seeing  them  when  they  could 
not  see  ns. 

"The  road  we  had  eat  round  the  thicket  the  night 
previous  gave  us  now  au  advantageous  situation  over 
that  of  our  enemy,  as  we  had  a  fair  view  of  them  in 
the  prairie,  while  we  were  completely  hid.  "We 
baffled  their  shots  by  moving  six  or  eight  feet  the 
moment  we  had  fii'ed,  as  theii'  only  mark  was  the 
smoke  of  our  guns.  ■  They  would  put  twenty  balls 
within  the  size  of  a  pocket-handkerchief,  where  they 
had  seen  the  smoke.  In  this  manner  we  fought 
them  two  hours,  and  had  one  man  wounded — James 
Corriell — who  was  shot  through  the  arm,  and  the 
ball  lodged  in  the  side,  fii-st  cutting  away  a  small 
bush,  which  prevented  it  from  penetrating  deeper 
than  the  size  of  it. 

"  They  now  discovered  that  we  were  not  to  be  dis- 
lodged fj'om  the  thicket,  and  the  uncertainty  of  kill- 
ing us  at  random  ;  they  sui¥ering  very  much  from  the 
fire  of  our  rifles,  which  brought  half  a  dozen  down  at 
eveiy  round.  They  now  determined  to  resort  to  stra- 
tagem, by  putting  fire  to  the  diy  grass  in  the  pi'airie, 
for  the  double  pui'pose  of  routing  us  fi'om  oui-  posi- 
tion, and,  under  cover  of  the  smoke,  to  cai-ry  away 
their  dead  and  wounded,  which  lay  neai'  us.  The 
wind    was  now   blowing   fi'om   the   west,  and    fchey 
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placed  the  fire  in  tliat  quarter,  where  it  burned  down, 
all  tile  grass  to  tlie  creek,  and  then  bore  off  to  the 
right  and  left,  leaving  around  our  position  a  space  of 
about  five  acres  untouched  by  the  fire.  Under  cover 
of  this  smoke  they  succeeded  in  carrying  of£  a  por- 
tion of  their  dead  and  wounded.  In  the  meantime, 
our  party  was  engaged  in  scraping  away  the  dry 
grass  and  leaves  fi-om  our  wounded  men  and  bag- 
gage, to  prevent  the  fire  from  passing  over  them  ;  and 
likewise  in  piling  up  rocks  and  bushes  to  answer  the 
purpose  of  a  breastwork.  They  now  discovered  they 
had  failed  in  routing  us  by  the  fire,  as  they  had 
anticipated.  They  then  reoccupied  the  points  of 
rocks  and  treea  in  the  prairie,  and  commenced  another 
attack.  The  firing  continued  for  some  time,  when 
the  wind  suddenly  shifted  to  the  north,  and  blew 
very  hard. 

"  We  now  discovered  our  dangerous  situation, 
should  the  Indians  succeed  in  putting  fire  to  the  small 
spot  which  we  occupied,  and  kept  a  stiict  watch  all 
around.  The  tw;o  servant-boys  were  employed  in 
scraping  away  dry  gr^s  and  leaves  from  around  the 
baggage,  and  pulling  up  rocks  and  placing  them 
around  the  wounded  men.  The  point  from  which  the 
wind  now  blew  being  favorable  to  fire  our  position, 
one  of  the  Indians  succeeded  in  crawling  down  the 
creek,  and  putting  fire  to  the  grass  that  had  not  been 


dbyGoogle 


396  BISTORT  OF  TSXAS. 

burnt ;  but,  before  lie  could  retreat  back  to  his  party, 
he  was  killed  by  Kobei-t  Armetroug, 

"  At  this  time  we  saw  no  hopes  of  escape,  as  the 
flre  was  coming  down  rapidly  before  the  wind,  flam- 
ing ten  feet  high,  and  directly  for  the  spot  we  occu- 
pied. What  was  to  be  doue  I  We  must  either  be 
burnt  up  alive,  or  driven  into  the  prairie  among  the 
savages.  This  encouraged  the  Indians  ;  and,  to  make 
it  more  awful,  their  shouts  and  yells  rent  the  air — 
they,  at  the  same  time,  firing  upon  us  about  twenty 
shots  a  minute.  As  soon  as  the  smoke  hid  us  from 
their  view,  we  collected  together  and  held  a  consul- 
tation as  to  what  was  best  to  be  done.  Our  fli'st  im- 
pression-was, that  they  might  charge  on  us  under 
cover  of  the  smoke,  as  we  could  make  but  one  effec- 
tual fii'e  ;  the  sparks  were  flying  about  so  thickly  that 
no  man  could  open  his  powder-horn  without  running 
the  risk  of  being  blown  up.  However,  we  finally 
came  to  a  determination,  had  they  charged  us,  to  give 
them  one  fire,  place  our  backs  togethei',  draw  our 
knives,  and  fight  them  as  long  as  any  one  of  us  was 
left  alive.  The  next  c[uestion  was,  should  they  not 
charge  us,  and  we  retain  our  position,  we  mnst  be 
burnt  up.  It  was  then  decided  that  each  man  sliould 
take  care  of  himself  as  well  as  he  could  until  the  fire 
arrived  at  the  ring  around  our  baggage  and  wounded 
men,  and  there  it  should  be  smothered  with  bufEalo- 
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robes,  bear-stios,  deer-skins,  and  blankets ;  whieli,  after 
a  great  deal  of  exertion,  we  snceeeded  in  doing. 

"  Our  thicket  being  so  mucli  burnt  and  scorched 
that  it  afiorded  little  or  no  shelter,  we  all  got  into 
the  ring  that  was  made  around  oar  wounded  men 
and  baggage,  and  commenced  building  our  breastwork 
higher,  with  the  loose  rocks  fi'om  the  inside,  and  dirt 
dug  up  with  our  knives  and  sticks.  During  this  last  ih'e 
the  Indians  had  succeeded  in  removing  all  their  killed 
and  wounded  which  lay  near  us.  It  was  now  sun- 
down, and  we  had  been  wai-mly  engaged  with  the 
Indians  since  sunrise ;  and  they,  seeing  us  still  alive 
and  ready  for  fight,  drew  ofE  at  a  distance  of  three 
hundred  yards,  and  encamped  for  the  night." 

!No  other  attack  was  made  upon  the  little  party 
which  remained  oh  the  field  of  battle  eight  days, 
when  the  Indians,  wlio  were  Caddoes  and  Tehuacanas, 
having  retired,  they  saddled  up  and  returned  to  the 
settlements,  with  a  loss  of  one  man  killed,  three 
wounded,  and  five  horses  killed  and  three  wounded, 
while  the  Indian  loss,  as  reported  to  the  Oomanehes, 
was  eighty-two  killed  and  wounded. 

During  the  administration  of  President  Houston, 
which  extended  from  Oct.  22d,  1836,  to  Dee.  9th, 
1838,  crops  were  good  and  immigration  and  capital 
flowed  into  the  country.  Galveston  and  Houston 
grew  amazingly,  trade  and  commerce  increased,  and 
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tlie  gold  and  silver  received  for  tlie  cotton  alone 
amounted  to  millions  of  dollars.  This,  with  the 
money  brought  in  by  immigrants  (which  was  esti- 
mated at  about  11,000  per  head),  afforded  something 
of  a  circulating  medium,  and  when  the  cash  notes,  pay- 
able in  cows  and  calves,  were  added  to  these,  the  people 
got  on  finely,  and  prospered  much  more  than  they  ev$r 
did  in  the  same  period  under  Mexican  Government. 

Galveston,  in  1836,  hardly  received  into  its  harbor 
one  vessel  a  month.  In  1838,  says  Yoakum,  "vessels 
were  arriving  daily,  and  the  harbor  presented  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  Atlantic  port.  The  mei-chants  who 
had  previously  con-fined  their  trade  to  New  Orleans 
were  now  extending  their  business  to  the  Eastern 
cities.*  With  the  demand  from  the  interior  grew  up 
the  traffic  between  Galveston  and  Houston.  This 
trade  was  carried  on  by  four  steamboats ;  and  the 
growth  of  the  last-named  town  was  eq^ually  rapid. 
For  the  first  quarter  of  1838,  the  imports  at  Galveston 
were  over  a  quai'ter  of  a  million,  and  the  duties  about 
$51,000." 

The  Ti'easurer's  report  showed  a  net  revemie  from 
imports,  for  the   year   ending   September,  1838,  of 


\  iPebruary  17, 1838.  A  writer  in  that  papei  of  June,  16, 1838, 
Bays  that,  twelve  months  pieviocs  to  that  time,  there  was  hut  one  htiiMuig 
tbeie,  but  at  tlio  time  he  ■wrote  there  wcra  fifty  or  siity  elegant  buildings, 
and  fiitoec  or  twenty  Tsssek  in  the  harbor." 
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S278,000;  a  circulation  of  $684,000  of  promissory- 
notes,;  a  funded  debt  of  $427,000 ;  unpaid  audited 
claims,  8775,000  —  exhibiting  an  indebtedness  of 
$1,886,000.  However,  as  it  is  unreasonable  to  sup- 
pose, as  Lieut.  Yoakum  does,  tliat  tlie  $278,000  was 
applied  to  tte  pai-t  payment  of  the  public  debt  in- 
stead of  to  the  government  expenses,  the  debt  of 
Texas  at  this  time,  September,  1S38,  was  $2,164,000. 
On  the  16fch  of  March,  1837,  Deaf  Smith,  with 
twenty-one  Rangers,  was  attacked  five  miles  east  of 
Laredo,  on  the  Chaiifon,  by  forty  Mexican  cavalrymen, 
who,  after  an  engagenient  of  forty-five  minutes,  retired 
with  a  loss  of  ten  kiUed  and  as  many  wounded.  Col. 
J.  N.  Seguin  and  Captain  Rodriguez,  with  companies 
of  Mmioan  Texans,  ranged  the  country  between 
Matamoras  and  San  Antonio.  Ou  the  35th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1837,  Col.  Seguin,  by  order  of  his  commander-in- 
chief,  collected  the  ashes  of  the  defenders  of  the  Ala- 
mo under  Travis,  whose  bodies  had  been  burned  by 
Santa  Anna,  and  having  placed  them  in  a  neat  black 
coffin,  buried  them  with  the  honors  of  war. 

Col.  Neill,  in  a  bloody  battle  with  the  Comanches, 
on  the  25th  of  October,  1838,  at  Jos6  Maria  (Port 
Graham),  gained  great  eclat  for  himself  and  his  com- 
mand. The  Indians,  leaving  many  of  their  warriors 
dead,  retired  from  the  contest. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  1838,  Gen.  Rusk,  at  Kicka- 


dbyGoogle 


400  HISTORY  OF  TEXAS. 

poo  Town,  near  Fort  Houston,  on  tlie  Trinity,  witli  200 
hastily  levied  men,  defeated  a  large  body  of  Indiana, 
who  fled,  leaving  eleven  warnors  dead  on  the  field. 

In  August,  1838,  the  Mexican  residents  of  Na- 
cogdoches toot  up  arms  and  concentrated  ou  the 
Angelina,  to  the  number  of  150.  President  Houston 
issued  a  proclamation  requiring  them  to  disperse. 

To  this  pj'oclamation  their  leaders  answered  in  the 
following  letter : 

"  The  citizens  of  Ifacogdoches,  being  tired  of  un- 
just treatment,  and  of  the  usurpation  of  their  rights, 
cannot  do  less  than  state  that  they  are  embodied, 
with  arms  in  their  Lands,  to  sustain  those  rights  and 
those  of  the  nation  to  which  they  belong.  They  are 
ready  to  shed  the  last  drop  of  their  blood ;  and  de- 
clare, as  they  have  heretofore  done,  that  they  do  not 
acknowledge  the  existing  laws,  through  which  they 
are  offered  guarantees  (by  the  proclamation)  for  their 
lives  and  properties.  They  only  ask  that  you  will 
not  molest  their  families,  promising  in  good  faith  to 
do  the  same  in  regard  to  yours. 

"  vrcgbte  cordoya,  a.  coeda, 

"Wat.  Nobbis,  C.  Moralrs, 

"J.  Abbiola,  Joshua  KoBEaTaoN, 

"  J.  Vicente  Mioheli,  J-uan  Jose  BonnwurEs, 
"J.  Saktos  Cos,  and  others, 

"  AMfrvstlfi,  1838," 
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Notwitlistandiiig  these  brave  words,  on  tlie  ap- 
proach of  Gen.  Rnsk  with  troops,  they  fied  and 
scattered. 

Subsequent  events  will  show  that  they  were  in- 
cited to  this  coxirse  by  Mexican  emissaries. 

In  1838,  Texas  mourned  the  nntimeiy  death  of  "  the 
lie&m&t  hlade  of  Scm  Jacinto"  Col.  John  A.  "Whar- 
ton, and  first  Chief-Justice  of  Texas,  James  Collings- 
worth. 

Although  their  loss  was  a  public  calamity,  we 
know  that 

"  In  tte  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death." 

Yet  in  that  of  these  two    distinguished  Texans,  we 
can  rejoice  that  while 

"  Oowoids  die  manj  times, 
Thefie  Reroes  nev^  tasted  deatii  but  once  1 " 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

Lamar  and  Burnat  inaugurated  President  and  Vice-Presidtiit. — Extmcta 
from  Lainar'3  Inaugural  Addi'ess,— His  Indian  Policy.-— Expulsion  of 
the  Oherokees  from  Texas,  and  Death  of  their  chief,  Bollcs. — Admiral 
Baudin  takes  Vera  Oruz  and  visits  Texas, — Treaty  with  France. — 
Texas'  Minister  to  Mexico  rejected.— -War  with  the  Co manches.— Death 
of  Mrs.  Coleman,  her  son,  Jacob  Burleson,  and  Edward  Elakey, — Mrs. 
Blakey.— The  Navy  in  1839. — Austin  selected  as  the  Capital, — Sur- 
rounding Country. 

r  I  THE  September  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
■^  Vice-President  Lamar  for  President,  and  T).  G. 
Burnet,  the  es-provisional  President,  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent, who  were  inaugurated  at  Houston  the  9tli  of 
December,  1838. 

The  Houston  Telegraph,  of  the  12th  of  December, 
1838,  says  of  President  Lamar's  inaugural  address: 

"  It  was  received  with  general  approbation.  It 
was  pleasing  to  notice  the  remarkable  degree  of  con- 
fidence and  esteem  that  was  eveiywhere  manifested 
towai'd  President  Lamar.  He  is  almost  unanimously 
regarded  as  the  pride  and  ornament  of  his  country  ; 
and  from  bis  administration  the  most  fortunate  re- 
sults are  expected." 

"The  character  of  toy  administration,"  he  said, 
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"may  be  anticipated  in  tlie  domestic  natui'e  of  our 
goverameut     and    peaceful    Kabits    of    tlie    people. 
Looting  upon  agriculture,  commerce,  and  tlie  useful 
arta  as  tlie  true  basis  of  all   national  strengtli  and 
glory,  it  will  be  my  leading  policy  to  awaken  into 
vigorous  activity  the  wealth,,  talent,  and  enterprise  of 
the  country;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  those  higher  institutions  for  moral  and  men- 
tal culture,  without  which  no  government,  on  demo- 
cratic principles,  can  prosper,  nor  the  people  long  pre- 
serve  their    liberties.      In  the   management  of  our 
foreign  intercourse,  I  would  recommend  that  we  deal 
justly  with  all  nations,  aggressively  to  none ;  pre- 
serve friendly  and  amicable  relations  with  such  as 
may  be  disposed  to  reciprocate  the  policy,  and,  avoid- 
ing all  protracted  and  perplexing  negotiations,  com't 
free  and  nm-estricted  commerce  wherever  it  may  be 
the  interest  of  our  people  to  caiTy  the  national  flag. 
Preferring  peace,  but  not  averse  from  war,  I  shall  be 
ever  ready  to  adjust  all  differences  with  onr  enemies 
by  friendly  discussion  and  arrangement,  and  at  the 
same  time  be  equally  prompt  to  adopt  either  offensive 
or  defensive  operations,  as  their  disposition  and  our 
own  safety  may  render  necessary." 
Speaking  of  annexation,  he  said : 
"  Notwithstanding  the  almost  undivided  voice  of 
my  fellow-citiaens  at  one  time  in  favor  of  the  measure, 
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and  notwithstanding  tlie  decision  of  tie  National 
Congress  at  its  last  session,  inhibiting  the  chief 
magistrate  fi'om  withdrawing  the  proposition  of  an- 
nesation  to  the  United  States,  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  that  government,  I  have  never  been  able 
myself  to  perceive  the  policy  of  the  desired  connec- 
tion, or  discover  in  it  any  advantage,  either  civil,  po- 
litical, or  commercial,  which  could  possibly  result  to 
Texas.  But,  on  the  contrary,  a  long  train  of  conse- 
quences, of  the  most  appalling  character  and  magni- 
tude, have  never  failed  to  present  themselves  when- 
ever I  have  entertained  the  subject,  and  forced  upon 
my  mind  the  unwelcome  conviction  that  the  step 
once  taken  would  i:>roduce  a  lasting  regret,  and  ulti- 
mately prove  as  disastroM  to  our  liberty  and  hopes 
as  the  triumphant  sword  of  the  enemy.  And  I  say 
this  from  no  irreverence  to  the  character  and  institu- 
tions of  my  native  country — whose  welfare  I  Iiave 
ever  desired,  and  do  still  desire  above  my  individual 
happiness — but  a  deep  and  abiding  gratitude  to  the 
people  of  Texas,  as  well  as  a  fervent  devotion  to 
those  sacred  principles  of  government  whose  defence 
invited  me  to  this  country,  compel  me  to  say,  that, 
however  si/rong  may  he  tn/y  attaohimnt  to  the  parent 
land,  the  lamd  of  my  adoption  must  claim  my  highest 
allegiance  a/iid  affeoUon.^'' 

After    referring    to    uncongenial    communities  on 
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account  of  slavery,  to  free  trade,  and  to  tte  thraldom 
of  tariff  restrictions,  he  said : 

"  Wken  T  reflect  upon  these  vast  and  momentous  con- 
sequences, 80  fatal  to  liberty  on  the  one  hand,  and  so 
fraught  with  happiness  and  glory  on  the  other,  lean- 
Thot  regard  the  amiexation  of  Texas  to  the  America/n 
Jlrdon  in  any  other  Ught  tha/ih  as  the  gra/ve  of  all 
Tier  hopes  of  haj^iness  and  greatness ;  and  if,  con- 
trary to  the  present  aspect  of  affairs,  the  amalgama- 
tion shall  ever  hereafter  take  place,  I  shall  feel  that 
the  blood  of  our  martyred  heroes  had  been  shed  in 
vain — that  we  had  riven  the  chains  of  Mexican  des- 
potism only  to  fetter  our  countiy  with  indissoluble 
bonds,  and  that  a  young  republic  just  rising  into 
high  distinction  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  had 
been  swallowed  up  and  lost,  like  a  proud  bark  in 
a  devouring  vortex. 

""We  have  already  laid  the  groundwork  success- 
fully and  well,  and  it  is  only  necessary  now,  that 
we  pay  proper  attention  to  the  strength  and  sym- 
metry of  the  superstructure.  As  in  the  natural 
sciences,  discoveries  ai'e  daily  being  made,  so  in  the 
art  of  good  government,  the  great  teacher,  Time,  is 
continually  suggesting  new  and  important  changes, 
which,  as  a  wise  people,  we  should  be  ever  ready 
advisedly  to  adopt,  undeterred  by  the  dread  of  imio- 
vation;  and  with  conscious  rectitude  for  om'  guide, 
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move  boldly  onward  in  the  rapid  march  of  improve- 
ment, and  keep  pace  witt  the  progress  of  successful 
experiment.     The  American  Constitution  is  certainly 
the  highest  effort  of  political  wisdom,  and  approaches 
more  nearly  to  perfection  than  any  other  social  com- 
pact for  the  government  of  man ;  yet  a  fair  trial  of 
fifty   years  has  detected  in  that  sacred  chart  many 
serious  and   alarming   errors,  which  if  we  will  but 
wisely  avoid,  at  the  same  time  adopting  its  favorable 
features,  and  availing  ourselves  of  all  the  lights  of 
modern  experience,  we  shall  soon  be  able  to  devise 
and  perfect  a  system  of  our  own  which  shall  surpass 
its  model  as  far  as  that  has  excelled  all  others.     To 
achieve  this  desirable  end,  we  must  turn  to  the  great 
volume  of  Histoiy  that  lies  open  before  us,  and  profit 
by  the  lessons  it  teaches.     We  may  gather  from  its 
faithful  records,  not  only  a  knowledge  of  what  has 
been  tested  by  other  nations,  and  found  to  be  pi'acti- 
cally  beneficial  or  pernicious ;  but  we  may  be  taught 
the  more  solemn  and  important  truth,  that  the  insta- 
bility of  governments  has  not  resulted  from  anything 
inherent  in  the  nature  of  human  institutions  to  flourish 
and  decay,  like  tiie  vegetable  kingdom,  but  from  the 
fact  that  all,  with  the  exception  of  the  Amei'ican  Con- 
stitution, have  been  the  I'esult  of  chance,  vice,  and 
rapacity,  instead  of  being  fashioned  by  reflection,  and 
based  upon  the  solid  grounds  of  private  integrity  and 
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piiblic  morals.  The  principles  of  virtue  and  justice 
are  unchangeable  and  indestructible,  and  the  govern- 
ment wbich  shall  be  reared  upon  tlie  one,  and  admin- 
istered upon  tbe  other,  cannot  fail  to  be  an  eternal 
bulwark  to  the  rights  of  man." 

In  another  part  of  his  Message  he  spolce  of  the 
border  or  agricultural  Indians,  of  Eastern  Texas,  and 
denounced  them  as  intruders  and  disturbers  of  the 
public  peace. 

Although  the  Cherokees,  under  Bolles,  had  settled 
on  the  Neches,  a  few  miles  north  of  ISTaeogdoches,  in 
1832,  with  the  permission  of  the  Mexicans  and  a 
promise  of  uninterrupted  possession,  which  had  been 
guaranteed  to  them  by  the  Consultation  and  the 
treaty  made  by  Houston  and  Forbes  in  1836,  yet  they 
were  intruders,  and  should  be  removed. 

Depredations  and  murders  were  frequent  on  the 
frontier,  and  when  accused  of  doing  them,  the  Chero- 
tees  laid  the  blame  upon  "  tJie  toild  Indians  !  " 

In  order  to  guard  the  frontier  as  well  as  watch 
the  Cherokees,  Major  Walters  with  two  compa- 
nies of  troops  were  ordered  to  occupy  the  JSfecJies 
SaWiWy  w-hich  the,  Cherokees  claimed  as  belonging  to 
them. 

Bolles  notified  Major  Walters  that  the  Cherokees 
would  resist  this  occupation  hy  force  and  arms. 
Major  Walters  reported  this  fact  to  the  Secretary 
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of  War  in  November,  1839,  but  did  not  enter  tbe  ter 
ntory  oi  tbe  Cherokees. 

Kow,  before  this  time,  Manuel  Flores,  an  agent  of 
the  Mexican  Government,  with  some  twenty-five  men, 
passed  between  Seguln  and  San  Antonio,  wbere  tbey 
murdered  and  robbed  the  defenceless,  but  were  after- 
wards pursued,  overtaken,  and  entirely  defeated  by 
Lieut.  Jas.  O.  Rice  on  the  San  Gabriel  fork  of  Little 
River,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Austin.  Rice  cap- 
tured 300  lbs.  of  powder,  a  like  quantity  of  shot, 
balls,  and  bar-lead,  and  more  than  a  hundred 
mules  and  horses.  Flores  was  killed,  and  on  hia  per- 
son were  found  papers  and  letters  showing  the  grand 
strategy  of  the  Mesican  policy  of  arousing  and  incit- 
ing all  the  border  Indians  to  aid  them  in  their  war 
with  Texas.  Mores  had  messages  from  General 
Canalizo,  the  successor  of  Filisola  at  Matamoras,  to 
the  chiefs  of  the  Caddoes,  Seminoles,  Biloxies,  Chero- 
kees, Kickapoos,  Braaos,  Tehuacanas,  and  perhaps 
others,  promising  them  the  lands  on  which  they  had 
settled,  and  assuring  them  that  they  need  "  expect 
nothing  from  those  greedy  adventurers  for  land,  who 
wish  even  to  deprive  the  Indians  of  the  sun  that 
warms  and  vivifies  them,  and  who  would  not  cease  to 
injure  them  while  the  grass  grows  and  ^vater  iims," 

By   concert  of   action  at  the  same  time  that  the 
Mexican  army  marched  into  San  Antonio,  the  Indians 
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"were  to  liglit  up  tlie  whole  frontier  mfcli  the  flames  of 
Texan  dwellings  and  cause  tlie  very  air  to  resound 
■vvitli  the  cries  of  their  women  and  cliildren. 

Whatever  title  the  Cherolcees  had  to  their  lands, 
and  without  doubt  it  was  not  far  from  a  perfect  one, 
they  forfeited  it  by  entering  into  the  war  with  Mex- 
ico against  Texas. 

So  upon  receiving  the  notification  of  Bolles,  through 
Major  Walters,  the  Secretary  of  War,  Gen,  A.  S. 
Johnston  ordered  Gen.  Ed.  Burleson  with  400  men 
from  the  Colorado,  Col.  Landrum's  regiment  from 
Eastern  Texas,  and  the  Nacogdoches  regiment  under 
Gen,  Eiisk,  to  march  into  the  Cherokee  nation,  and 
the  entire  force  to  act  under  the  command  of  Gen.  K. 
H.  Douglas. 

Commissioners  preceded  the  troops  and  met  the 
Indians  in  council,  whom  they  promised  to  pay  for 
their  improvemenis,  but  required  to  surrender  their 
gnn-loeks,  and  retire  to  the  Cherokee  nation  of  their 
brethi'en  north  of  Ked  River,  which  the  Indians 
refused  to  do,  whereupon  Gen.  Douglas  and  troops 
attacked  the  poor  Indians,  and  after  two  engagements, 
on  the  15th  and  16th  of  July,  1839,  wherein  t\?,  In- 
dians were  defeated  with  a  loss  of  about  100  waiTiors, 
including  their  chief,  Bolles  (or  Bowles — ^like  Texan, 
Texian  and  Texas — use  justifies  either),. ivhile  the 
whites  lost  eight  killed  and  thirty  wounded,  drove 
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them  out  of  the  country,  burned  their  villages  and 
made  desolate  their  green  fields. 

In  his  report  Gen.  Douglas  says : 

"The  Cherohees,  Delawarea,  Shawnees,  Caddoes, 
Kictapoos,  Eiloxies,  Creeks,  Ouchies,  Mustogees,  and 
some  Seminoles,  had  established  dui-ing  the  past 
spring  and  summer  many  villages,  and  cleared  and 
planted  extensive  fields  of  corn,  beans,  peas,  etc.,  pre- 
paring evidently  for  an  efBeient  co-operation  with 
the  Mexicans  in  a  war  with  this  country." 

In  speaking  of  the  territory  of  the  Cherokees 
through  which  he  marched,  he  says  :  "  In  point  of  rich- 
ness of  soil,  and  the  beauty  of  situation,  water,  and 
productions,  it  would  vie  with  tlie  best  portions  of 
Texas." 

This  expulsion  of  the  Indians  from  Texas  was  con- 
trary to  the  advice  and  wishes  of  Gen,  Houston,  who 
spoke  of  it  as  an  outrage,  and  in  violation  of  treaty 
obligations  and  the  public  faith. 

After  a  pursuit  of  ten  days,  the  troops  were 
marched  back  to  the  settlements,  when  they  were 
disbanded  and  returned  to  their  homes. 

The  Cherokees,  having  no  home  but  the  wilderness, 
thenceforth  fed  on  wild  game  and  revenge.  "For 
eighteen  months  afterward,"  says  Major  John  Worth- 
am,  a  worthy  ofilcer  in  those  engagements,  "  the  In- 
dians came  back  in  small  parties,  and  committed  fear- 
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fill  depredations  upon  tlie  lives  and  property  of  the 
people  on  the  frontier." 

During  the  early  part  of  President  Lamar's  admin- 
istration, the  French,  through  Admiral  Baudin,  kept  the 
Mexicans  busy  at  home  by  blockading  their  ports. 

On  the  27th  oi  November,  1838,  Admiral  Baudin, 
failing  to  bring  them  to  term?,  notified  Gen.  Kincon,  the 
commandant  of  the  castle  of  Saft  Juan  d'Ulloa,  that 
unless  satisfaction  was  immediately  given  for  Mexican 
injuries  to  France  that  he  should  commence  hostilities. 
The  commandant  declining  to  give  the  desired  sat- 
isfaction, the  Admiral  bombarded,  and  after  an  en 
gagement  of  four  hours  took  San  Juan  d'Ulloa,  killing 
and  wounding  about  600  Mexicans.  In  March,  1839, 
Gen.  Santa  Anna,  after  attempting  to  drive  the 
French  from  Vera  Cruz  and  losing  a  leg  for  his  pains, 
concluded  a  treaty  with  France,  which  being  shoi-tly 
afterwards  ratified  by  Mexico,  the  Admiral  left  Mex- 
ico, and  on  his  way  home  visited  G-alveston,  where 
he  was  received  and  entertained  with  distinguished 
consideration  as  a  most  welcome  guest  of  the  city. 

According  to  Kennedy ;  "  An  address  of  welcome, 
accompanied  by  the  freedom  of  the  city,  was  present- 
ed by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Galveston  to  Ad- 
miral Baudin,  who,  in  acknowledging  the  compliment, 
exjjressed  himself  gratified  to  find  that  what  he  had 
done  in  Mexico  had  proved  beneficial  to  so  just  a 
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cause  as  that  of  the  Texan  people.  He  hoped  it 
would  prove  beneficial  to  the  several  nations  who, 
either  as  friends  or  foes,  had  to  deal  with  Mexico, 
Nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  his  feelings,  he 
said,  thau  to  be  considered  one  of  a  comrauaity  like 
theirs,  whose  industry  and  energy  he  so  much  admired. 
He  assured  them  that  he  would  greatly  prefer  being 
the  humblest  member  of  a  well-regnlabed  and  thriving 
community  like  that  of  G-alveston,  than  to  move  in 
the  sphere  of  wealth  and  power  in  a  corrupt  and  de- 
caying society." 

The  fnendship  thus  commenced  between  France 
and  Texas  was  followed,  on  the  25th  of  September, 
1839  (the  same  year),  by  a  treaty  of  amity,  navigar 
tion-,  and  commerce,  signed  on  the  part  of  Texas  by 
"3.  Pinckney  Henderson,  and  on  that  of  France  by 
Marshal  Soult,  Duke  of  Dalmatia  and  President  of 
the  Council. 

Having  signed  the  treaty,  the  Marshal  said :  "X  am 
p'oud  to  han>e  acted  as  the  European  godfather  of 
Texas  !  " 

Great  Britain  followed  on  Nov.  16th,  1840,  and 
thus  enabled  Col.  Ashbel  Smith  to  gain  the  rep- 
utation of  a  most  skilful  and  consummate  diplomat- 
ist while  representing  Texas  at  the  court  of  St.  James. 

Some  little  trade  having  sprung  up  between  the 
Mexicans  of  San  Antonio,  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio 
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Grande,  President  Lamar  issued  a  proclamation  for 
its  encouragement,  stating  that  Mexican  goods  might 
be  carried  over  the  Rio  Grande  into  Texas  free  from 
Mexico,  provided  that  those  from  Texas  were  permit- 
ted to  pass  into  Mexico  free  from  molestation. 

In  March,  1839,  he  appointed  Barnard  E.  Bee  Min- 
ister to  Mexico,  who  arx'iving  on  the  Mexican  coast, 
notified  the  authorities  of  the  eountiy  of  his  mission, 
but  not  receiving  a  favorable  answer  he  returned. 

The  Vera  Craz  Censor  thus  reflected  upon  Tex- 
aios  and  their  minister  when  he  was  of£  Sacrificios : 
"  We  do  not  know  which  most  to  admire,  the  audacity 
of  those  brigands  in  sending  us  their  peddler  to  ask  us 
to  allow  the  peaceable  possession  of  their  robbery,  or 
the  answer  the  commandant-general  gave  to  the  indi- 
vidual who  apprised  him  of  the  arrival  of  this  quix- 
otic ambassador.  From  the  tenor  of  the  reply,  it 
appears  that,  if  he  lands,  he  will  be  accommodated 
"with  lodgings  at  the  prison.  Nevertheless,  the 
Supreme  Government  will  designate  what  ought  defi- 
nitely to  be  done.  The  commandant  says  he  is  not 
aware  of  the  existence  of  a  nation  called  the  '  Republic 
Qf  Texas ; '  but  only  of  a  horde  of  adventurers,  in 
rebellion  against  the  laws  of  the  government  of  the 
republic." 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1839,  Col.  John 
H.    Moore,    W.    P.    Haixlemaii,    Flaeco,    Castro    and 
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otliei'3,  aggregating  sixty-five  whites  and  forty-one 
Lipans,  mostly  from  La  Grange  and  Bastrop,  at- 
tacked the  Comancbea  in  their  camp  on  Wallace's 
Creek,  seven  miles  from  San  Saba,  and  completely 
surprised  them,  but  failing  to  push  their  advantage, 
they  lost  their  horses  and  marched  home  on  foot,  with 
the  loss  of  one  man  accidentally  killed  and  seven 
wounded. 

The  early  history  of  Tesas  and  a  life  on  the  fron- 
tier may  be  exemplified  by  tlie  following  Incidents, 
the  truth  of  which  many  living  witnesses  about  Aus- 
tin can  prove : 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1839,  when  the  trees  were 
covered  with  green  leaves,  and  the  eai'th  with  grass 
and  variegated  flowers,  which  perfumed  the  air  with 
their  fragrance ;  when  the  forest  resounded  with  the 
"  native  wood-notes  wild  "  of  feathered  songsters,  and 
everything  alive  seemed  to  rejoice  in  existence,  a 
band  of  500  Indians  attacked  the  settlements  near 
Austin,  just  located  in  the  hunting-ground  of  the 
Comanches. 

They  first  attacked,  about  10  o'clock  a.m.,  the  house 
of  Mrs.  Coleman,  near  the  Colorado  River,  sixteen  miles 
below  Austin.  She  was  in  the  garden  at  the  time 
with  her  little  son  Thomas,  aged  aboht  seven  years, 
and  on  the  approach  of  the  savages  she  called  her 
little  boy  and  ran  Into  the  house.     Mrs.  Coleman, 
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outrunning  her  son,  arrived  at  the  liouse  first,  wlien 
looking  round  for  him,  an  Indian  pierced  her  through 
the  neck  with  an  arrow;  she  then  entered  hei'  house, 
and  assisted  another  son,  thii'tecn  years  old,  in  barring 
the  door. 

There  were  also  in  the  house  her  two  daughters, 
about  nine  and  eleven  years  old ;  and  an  infant  son, 
who  took  refuge  under  the  bed. 

After  barring  the  door,  Mrs,  Coleman,  witli  her 
maternal  instinct  of  defending  her  young  ones,  seized 
a  rifle,  and  seating  herself  in  a  chair,  with  the  weapon 
on  her  knees,  drew  the  deadly  arrow  from  her  neck, 
and  almost  immediately  thereafter  fell  from  the  chair 
and  expired,  coveiing  the  floor  with  her  blood. 

The  boy  seized  the  gun,  and  as  the  Indians  ap- 
proached, first  shot  their  chief,  who  fell  dead  on  the 
door-steps,  and  then  reloading,  fired  twice  more,  kill- 
ing another  Indian  and  wounding  a  third,  when  one 
of  the  savages  thrust  his  spear  through  a  hole  in  the 
side  of  the  bouse,  and  pierced  the  brave  boy  through 
the  body. 

He  fell  near  the  bed  where  his  sisters  and  brother 
lay  concealed,  when  the  eldest  took  his  head  in  her 
lap  ;  while  bleeding  to  death  he  said  to  the  poor  little 
orphans : 

"  I  will  not  groan  to  lot  them  know  I  am  wound 
ed."    Then,  with  his  expiring  breath  he  said  to  them 
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"  Father  is  dead  !  Mother  is  dead  !  and  I  am  d.ying  ! 
but  something  tells  me  that  God  will  protect  you  !  " 

The  Indians  then  broke  open  the  door,  but  hear- 
ing voices  under  the  bed,  and  fearing  more  deadly 
bullets,  after  pierdiig  the  dead  bodies  with  theii" 
,  by  thrusting  them  through  the  door,  retii'ed, 
J  with  them  little  Thomas,  but  leaving  the  other 
three  defenceless  children  terribly  frightened,  but  un- 
harmed. 

A  few  houi'S  after,  when  relief  came,  they  crawled 
from  their  place  of  concealment,  and  in  giving  their 
dear  mother  a  farewell  kiss,  wet  their  clothes  in  her 
blood. 

The  Indians  nest  attacked  Dr.  Joe  Robertson's 
residence,  about  350  yards  from  Mrs.  Coleman's,  and 
captured  all  but  one  of  his  negroes,  but  the  Doctor 
was  fortunately  on  a  visit  with  his  family,  and  thus 
escaped. 

After  robbing  the  premises,  they  next  went  to  the 
place  known  afterwards  as  Well's  Fort,  where  the 
three  families  of  Mrs.  "Wells,  John  Walters,  and  G. 
W,  Davis  resided,  but  just  before  arriving  at  the 
houses,  sixteen  frontiersmen  deployed  in  the  fi'ont 
and  stopped  them,  but  retired  before  the  Indians, 
taking  the  three  families  mounted  behind  them  to 
Fort  Wilbarger. 

The  Indians  were  on  foot,  and   turning  ofB  from 
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the  last  place  attacked,  to  Wilbarger  Creek,  camped 
for  the  night,  and  buried  their  dead,  ■while  the  fron- 
tiersmen divided,  a  few  remaining  to  watch  the  In- 
dians, and  the  rest  scattering  as  couriers  over  the 
country  to  raise  men  to  fight  them.  By  daylight 
eighty  men  had  assembled  at  Wilbarger's,  and  Gen. 
Ed.  Burleson,  assuming  command,  marched  to  meet 
the  Indiana,  leaving  a  detail  of  five  men  to  guard  the 
womeu  and  children. 

Gen.  Burleson  came  up  with  the  Indians  about  one 
o'clock  in  the  open  prairie  near  Brashy  Creek,  about 
twenty  miles  northeast  of  Austin,  when,  dividing  his 
men  into  two  parties,  one  of  which  Capt.  James  Rogera 
led,  and  he  the  other,  they  charged  the  Indians,  who 
took  position  in  the  bend  of  a  ravine  covered  with 
scrubby  elm  and  cactus. 

The  Indians  at  first  retired  before  the  galling  fire  of 
Burleson's  men,  but  recovering,  they  charged  and  forced 
Burleson  and  his  party  back  over  the  same  ground. 
The  contest  lasted  from  one  o'clock  till  night,  when  the 
Indians  retired  from  the  field  of  battle,  beating  their 
drums,  rattling  their  shields,  and  singing  their  war 
8ongs,'carrying  with  them  their  dead  and  wounded, 
supposed  to  be  about  eighty  warriors. 

Burleson  lost  four  killed,  viz.,  Jacob,  his  brother, 
Rev.  James  Gilleland,  John  Walters,  Edward  Blakey, 

and  several  wounded. 
18* 
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Jacob  Burleson  was  killed  in  front,  and  his  body 
fell  into  tlie  temporary  possession  of  the  Indians,  wlio 
cut  ofE  his  hands,  scalped  him  and  cut  out  his  heart, 
which  they  took  ofE  with  them. 

Wearied  and  exhausted  from  marching,  fasting, 
and  fighting,  Burleson  returned  to  Port  Wilbarger 
the  next  day  after  the  battle,  bearing  the  bodies  of 
his  dead,  when  a  more  painful  scene  was  never  wit- 
nessed ;  the  bereaved  wife  wept  for  her  lost  husband, 
the  mother  for  her  only  son,  and  brothers  and  i 
for  their  brothers. 

One  incident  occurred,  which  equals  or  i 
anything  of  the  kind  recorded  in  Grecian  or  Roman 
history. 

On  arriving  at  the  fort,  the  bodies  of  the  dead 
were  laid  out,  preparatory  to  their  funeral  obsequies, 
in  a  room  by  themselves. 

Mrs.  Blakey,  on  starting  into  the  room  to  take  a 
last  look  at  her  son,  was  stopped  and  informed  that  he 
was  shot  iu  the  face,  and  so  mangled  and  disfigured 
that  the  sight  would  be  so  horrid  and  painful  that  she 
must  not  go  in  ! 

She  claimed  and  demanded  her  right  as  motlier  to 
take  a  last  look  at  her  eon.  It  was  granted,  and  go- 
ing into  the  room  she  kneeled  down  by  his  dead 
body,  wiped  the  blood  and  brains  oozing  out  from  off 
his  forehead,  kissed  him,  and  for  a  moment  rested  her 
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tead  upon  his  manly  breast,  and  then  rising,  pale  and 
calm,  slie  exclaimed  witli  tearless  dignity;  "His 
fatter  and  brother  died  in  defence  of  their  country, 
now  he  is  dead— my  only  remaining  protector  !  But 
if  I  had  a  thousand  sons,  and  my  country  needed  them, 
I  would  cheerfully  give  them  up." 

God  grant  this  mother  and  son  the  ineffable  joys  of 
paradise,  and  inspire  all  Texans  with  the  same  tran- 
scendent virtue  and  patriotic  devotion  1 

In  1839,  the  Texan  navy  was  increased  by  the  addi- 
tion of  the  steamship  of  war  Za/oala,  the  schooners 
Sam,  Antonio,  San  tTacvnto,  and  Sum,  3ernard,  and  the 
brig  Colorado,  which,  with  the  Olia/rUston  and  Poto- 
mac, composed  the  navy  of  Texas,  and  cost  %.erepub- 
Ug  about  $800,000  in  government  bonds. 

On  the  14th  January,  1839,  the  Congress  of  Texas 
appointed  Messrs.  A.  C  Horton,  L.  P.  Cook,  Wm.  Meni- 
fee, J.  Campbell,  and  the  distinguished  major  of  the 
HoESB  Marines,  I.  W.  Burton,  Commissioners  to  se- 
lect a  site  for  the  capital  of  the  republic,  who  made 
choice  of  the  present  location. 

Judge  Edwin  Waller,  in  whose  honor  Waller  Coun- 
ty was  named,  surveyed  and  laid  off  the  city  into  lots, 
selected  sites  for  public  buildings  and  erected  them. 

In  selecting  the  site  for  the  eapitol,  he  was  forcibly 
etruck  with  the  very  remarkable  resemblance  between 
the  landscape  south  of  Capitol  Hill  in  Austin  aisd 
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tliat  in  the  same  direction  from  tlie  capitol  in  Wash 
ingtoD,  D.  C. 

Standing  on  top  of  Capitol  Hill  in  Austin,  and  look- 
ing down  Congress  Avenne,  lie  belield  tlie  Colorado 
Kiver  and  Heights,  with  the  surrronnding  scenery  so 
strangely  similar  to  Pennsylvania  Avemie,  the  Poto- 
mac, Arlington  Heights  and  the  adjacent  country,  that, 
smitten  with  the  singular  coincidence,  he  thereupon 
instantly  thrust  his  Jacob  staff  into  the  green  swai'd, 
and  (it  is  said)  joyfully  exclaimed,  not  in  the  famous 
word  of  the  Indian  chief  on  selecting  the  site  of  his 
camp,  Alaha?nc(!  but  in  the  ever-memorable  language 
of  the  Grecian  sage :  Eureha. 

It  has  been  said  in  praise  of  Texans  that  after  their 
losses  at  the  Alamo  and  Goliad,  when  the  glorious  vic- 
tory of  San  Jacinto  made  them  a  free  people,  that 
they  located  the  capital  of  their  young  republic  on 
their  extreme  frontier  amid  the  war-paths  of  the  In- 
dians, with  the  daring  resolution  of  extending  their 
settlements,  to  and  around  it.  That,  imitating  the 
Douglas  when  he  threw  the  heart  of  Bruce  in  the 
midst  of  the  Saracens  towards  the  Holy  Land,  whither 
he  had  promised  to  talte  it,  but  with  better  success 
than  the  Scottish  chief,  they  threw  out  the  ban- 
ner of  the  Lone  Star  beyond  the  outer  wall  of  civili 
zation  among  the  hills  overlooked  by  Mount  Bonnel,  in 
full  view  of  Barton's  lovely  springs  and  the  beautiful 


dbyGoogle 


ST8T0RY  OF   TESA8.  421 

river  and  fertile  valley  of  tlie    Colorado ;  and  tliat 
banner  they  Iiave  followed  and  defended. 

Often  lias  Austin  suffered  from  the  raids  of  the  red 
man,  still  slowly,  but  flrmly,  that  banner  was  fortified 
witi  happy  homes,  brave  men  and  fair  ladies,  and 
now  its  gardens  flourish  and  its  fruits  and  flowers 
grow  in  hearing  of  steam  engines  and  locomotives. 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  country  around  Austin,  I  will 
relate  the  the  following  incident : 

Several  years  ago,  General  Sam  Houston  and 
Judge  Williamson,  familiarly  known  in  Texas  as 
Three-legged  "Willie,  together  ascended  Monnt  Bon- 
nell,  which  overlooks  Austin  and  all  the  surrounding 
country  for  miles.  After  looking  around  and  survey- 
ing the  beauties  of  nature  spread  out  before  them — ■ 
the  mountain-tops  in  the  distance  mingling  mth  the 
sky ;  the  thousands  of  hoi^es,  sheep,  cattle,  swine  and 
goats,  neighing,  bleating,  lowing,  skipping  and  play- 
ing, as  far  as-  the  eye  could  reach;  the  beautiful 
farms,  the  costly  houses  of  the  rich,  and  the  humble 
but  neat  cottages  of  the  poor;  the  lovely  valley  of 
the  Colorado,  and  Bai'ton's  famous  creek,  dearer  to 
Austinians  than  Pharpar  and  Abana  to  the  people  of 
Damascus— General  Houston,  filled  with  admiration 
at  the  transcendent  loveliness  and  inspiring  grandeur 
of  the  scenery,  slapped  his  companion  on  the  shoulder 
and  exclaimed : 
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'"Pon  my  soul,  Williamson,  tiiis  must  be  the  very 
identical  spot  wKere  tlie  devil  took  our  Saviour  to 
show  and  tempt  Him  witli  tlie  riclies  and  beauties  of 
the  world ! " 

"  Yea,  general,"  responded  Judge  Williamson ; 
"and  if  Jesus  Christ  had  beea  fallible,  He  would 
have  accepted  his  satanic  majesty's  proposition !  " 

A  distinguished  sportsman  of  Austin  thus  writes 
to  the  Twf,  Field  and  Fmm : 

"Though,  like  every  ardent  sportsman,  a  devoted 
lover  of  the  beauties  of  Nature,  animate  and  inani- 
mate, yet  it  so  happened  that,  shooting  over  the 
ground  only  in  the  autumn  and  winter,  it  had  hardly 
occurred  to  me  to  imagine  how  lovely  it  looked  in 
the  pleasant  spring-time. 

"  In  approaching  the  spot  where  we  intended  to 
tiy  our  luck,  you  gi-adually  ascend  from  the  valley, 
until,  at  the  end  of  two  or  three  miles,  you  attain  a 
considerable  elevation,  probably  eight  hundred  feet 
or  more  above  the  level  of  the  gulf,  and  reach  the 
summit  of  a  bold  prairie  ridge  extending  with  occa- 
sional broken  spurs  three  or  four  miles  to  your  right 
and  left.  From  this  point,  looking  toward  the  north, 
the  spires  and  domes  of  the  lovely  capital  of  Texas, 
twelve  miles  distant,  shimmer  in  the  sunlight;  im- 
mediately beyond  them  Mount  Bonnell,  with  its  sum 
mit  wreathed  in  a  light  mist,  looks  down  upon  the 
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city,  while  at  tlie  mountain's  base  the  crystal  waters 
of  the  Colorado  leap  over  the  Mormon  Falls  and 
han-j  on  to  Matagorda  Bay.  To  your  left,  the  Pilot 
Knob  is  distinctly  visible  close  at  hand,  covered  from 
its  base  to  its  summit  with  a  rich  emerald  carpet,  in- 
terspersed here  and  there  with  immense  beds  of  nch 
blue  and  scarlet  flowers. 

"  Immediately  iu  your  front,  in  all  its  quiet  pas- 
toral beauty,  lies  the  Valley  of  Onion  Creek.  The 
blue  sky  above  is  flecked  with  masses  of  light  gulf 
clouds,  driven  northward  by  the  wind.  And  anch  a 
breath  of  air  nothing  can  surpass,  and  as  I  felt  it 
playing  upon  my  cheek  I  almost  fancied  I  could  hear 
the  roar  of  the  Mexican  Gulf  from  whence  it  had 
come,  and  could  not  help  thinking  it  was  the  very 
breeze  that  Bryant  must  have  felt  in  all  the  pulses  of 
his  blood  when  he  asked  : 

" '  BreeKea  of  the.  South  I 

Who  toss  the  golden  and  the  flame-like  floirers, 
And  pass  the  prairie  hawk,  that,  poised  on  high, 
Flaps  hia  broad  wings,  jet  moves  not ;  je  have  played 
Among  the  palms  oi  Mexico  and  vines  of  Texas, 

fellns, 

.     .     .  have  you  fanned  a  lovelier  scene  than  this  1 

"  To  the  south,  on  the  other  side  of  this  range  of 
hills,  stretches  the  lovely  valley  of  the  prairie  stream, 
where  we  intended  to  fish." 
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Comanclies  slaughtered  in  San  Antonio  and  on  the  Coloiado. — Santa  FS 
Expedition. — Houston's  Second  Term. — Foray  of  Vaaques  and  Weill. — 
Meir  Expedition. — Jack  Haye,  Tom  Green,  Ben.  McCuUoch,  and 
othei's. — Indian  Battles. — The  Indian  CMefa  Castro  and  Placco. — Tlie 
Archive  War. — Death  of  Wui.  BelL — Heroism  of  Joseph  Homsby  and 
Col.  James  Edmundson. — The  Famous  Eetreat  of  John  Wahi'enbur 
ger.— CoL  James  Mayfleld,  Barton  Sims,  and  Three-Legged  WiUie. — 
Congress  Assemhled  at  Washington.— Condition  of  the  Conntrj. — 

iNftvy  iu  Ordinary Frontier   Protection Friendly  Offices  of  the 

QrBot  iVwiSrs.— Armistice. — The  Snivoly  Expedition. — War  of  the 
Regulators  and  Moderators. — ^ Annexation. 

r^lS.  tke  10th  of  March,  18iO,  twelve  chiefs 
^-^  of  the  Comaaches,  with,  warriors,  squaws,  and 
children,  amounting  in  all  to  sixty-five,  while  holding 
a  ti'eaty  in.  San  Antonio  with  the  Texans,  came  to 
words,  then  to  blows,  and  finally  to  fighting,  which, 
resulted  iu  the  killing  of  all  the  warriors,  and  the 
capture  of  their  squaws  and  children,  though  the 
squaws  fought  like  fury :  one  of  them  killed  G.  W. 
Casey,  and  another  wounded  Major  Tom.  Howard. 

In  order  to  avenge  their  loss  on  this  occasion,  on 
the  6th  and  7t]:i  of  August  following,  400  Com- 
anches  attacked  Victoria,  and  on  the  next  day  Linn- 
ville,  killing  fifteen  whites  at  A-^ictoria  and  seven  at 
Linnyille,  as  well  as  burning  that  place ;  but  on  the 
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fifth,  day  afterwards,  tlie  12fcli  of  August,  the 
whites,  nuder  Gens.  Felix  Huston  and  Ed,  Burleson, 
Captains  Bird,  Caldwpll,  Jones,  Wallace,  Hardeman 
and  McCullocli,  attacked  them  on  their  retreat,  at 
Plum  Creek,  lolled  about  seventy,  and  captured  much 
plunder  and  many  horses. 

Soon  after,  Col.  John  H.  Moore  "with  102  men,  fol- 
lowed the  trail  of  the  Comauches  up  the  Colorado, 
about  300  miles  above  Austin,  and  on  October  24, 
1840,  attacked  their  village,  killing  or  drowning  in 
tke  river  128,  and  capturing  thirty-four  Indians  and 
500  horses,  with  which  he  returned  safely  to  the  set- 
tlements, with  the  loss  of  only  one  mam,. 

The  ill-fated  Santa  Fe  expedition,  numbering  320 
men,  under  the  command  of  Brevet  Brigadier- General 
Hugh  M''X^od,  a  brother-in-law  of  President  Lamar, 
set  out  from  Austin  on  the  20th  of  June,  1841. 

"  The  long  train  of  wagons,"  says  George  Wilkins 
Kendall,  in  his  very  interesting  sketch  of  this  unfor- 
tunate expedition,  "  moving  heavily  forward,  with  the 
drffierent  companies  of  volunteers,  all  well  mounted 
and  well  armed,  and  riding,  in  double  file,  presented 
an  imposing  as  well  as  an  animating  spectacle,  caus- 
ing every  heart  to  beat  high  with  the  anticipation  of 
exciting  incidents  on  the  boundless  prairies." 

Alas  !  that  pain,  suffering,  and  misfortune  should 
"Come  when  tlie  lieart  leaU  Mgh  and  warml" 
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After  mai'cliing  nearly  to  their  destination,  Laving 
overcome  many  difficulties,  and  suffered  from  hunger, 
tliirst  and  Indian  hostilities,  the  members  of  the 
Santa  Fe  expedition,  commanded  by  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  Hngh  M'Leod,  surrendered  at  San  Miguel  on 
the  17tli  of  September,  1841,  without  firing  a  gun, 
and  were  marched  as  prisoners  into  the  interior  of 
Mexico. 

This  expedition  was  not  only  without  authority  of 
law,  at  the  wrong  season  of  the  year,  without  guides 
and  provisions,  but  very  expensive.  Gen.  Jackson 
said  of  it : 

"  The  wild-goose  campaign  to  Santa  F6  was  an  ill- 
judged  affair  ;  and  their  surrender  without  the  firing 
of  a  gun  has  lessened  the  prowess  of  the  Texans  in 
the  minds  of  the  Mexicans,  and  it  will  tahe  another 
San  Jacinto  affair  to  restore  their  character." 

The  administration  of  President  Lamar,  after  cost- 
ing the  republic  millions  of  dollars — ^the  Indian  ap- 
propriation bills  alone  amounting  to  $2,552,319 — 
teiminated  on  the  13th  of  December,  1841,  when 
Gen.  Houston  and  Edward  Burleson  wei'e  Inau- 
gurated as  President  and  Vice-President  of  the 
republic. 

The  Congress  of  1842  rejected  a  loan  negotiated 
from  Belgium  by  Gen.  James  Hamilton,  and  com- 
menced retrenchment,  enacting  a  law  which  abolished 
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many  offices,  and  reduced  tlie  salaries  of  those  re- 
tained. 

Yoaium  says ;  "  A  comparative  statement  of  tbe 
officers  employed  at  tlie  seat  of  government,  their 
grade  and  pay,  dm'ing  the  yeai's  1840,  1841,  and 
1842,"  made  out  by  James  B.  Shaw,  comptroller,  on 
the  16th  of  December,  1842,  is  now  before  me,  and 
shows  the  amount  of  salaries  as  follows : 

1840 $174,200 

1841 173,506 

1842 , 32,800 

Exchequer  bills,  receivable  for  customs  alone,  were 
issued,  and  served  to  pay  the  government  officers,  but 
fell  to  the  value  of  twenty-five  cents  on  the  dollar, 
while  Texas  bonds,  thrown  by  millions  on  the  markets, 
sold  for  the  enormous  sums  of  three,  five,  and  as  high 
as  ten  cents  _^e?'  dollar. 

Early  in  1842,  the  Mexicans,  under  Gen,  Vasquea, 
invaded  Texas,  captured  San  Antonio,  but  held  it  only 
two  days,  when  they  retired. 

On  September  11,  1842,  the  Mexicans,  under  Gen, 
Woli,  while  the  district  court  was  in  session,  and  the 
presence  of  an  enemy  unsuspected,  dashed  into  the 
city  of  San  Antonio,  and  captured  the  city  with  the 
court  in  session. 

After  cutting  up  Dawson  with  his  fifty-three  com- 
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rades,  the  Mexicans  fell  in  with  Capt,  Caldwell's  com 
mand  on  the  Salado,  September  17,  and  after  losing 
120  killed  and  wonnded,  on  the  next  morning  retired 
with  their  booty  and  prisonei's  to  the  other  side  of  the 
Eio  Grande. 

The  foray  of  Vasquez  caused  the  famous  archive 
war,  and  the  removal  of  the  capital  back  to  Houston, 
and  afterwards  to  Washington,  on  the  Brazos,  while 
that  of  "Woll  caused  the  advance  of  an  army  of  V50 
Tesans  under  Gea.  Somei-ville  to  Laredo  and  Guerrero, 
which  terminated  in  the  disastrous  Mi&i'  etvpedition  in 
December  of  the  same  year,  composed  of  about  300 
men,  who,  after  gallantly  fighting  on  difBerent  oc- 
casions, surrendered  to  the  enemy,  were  decimated  at 
Salado  for  attempting  to  escape,  and  finally  incar- 
cerated in  the  dungeons  of  Perote,  instead  of  "  revel- 
ling," as  some  of  them  boasted,  "  in  iJie  Jialls  of  the 
Montezmnas,  and  hugging  their  yellow  Jesuses  [aa 
they  styled  the  golden  images  of  the  Mexicans]  to 


Many  brave  and  gallant  gentlemen  left  Texas  in  the 
unfortunate  expeditions  of  Santa  F6  and  Mier,  who 
never  returned  to  their  homes  or  families,  while  othera 
gladdened  the  hearts  of  thousands  by  their  return,  two 
of  whom,  Gen.  T.  J.  Green  and  G.  "W.  Kendall,  wrote 
histories  of  these  expeditions,  the  former  of  the  Mier 
and  the  latter  of  the  Santa  F6  expedition. 
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Sam  Norvelle,  a"  noted  sport — wlio  afterwards  went 
to  California — wtile  several  indictments  for  gaming 
were  pending  in  the  courts  of  Texas  against  him,  and 
who  wrote  out,  published  in  the  Alta  Oalifornimi, 
and  sent  back  to  all  his  friends,  and  most  particularly 
the  district-attorneys,  an  account  of  his  death  and 
burial,  thereby  causing  a  dismissal  of  prosecutions 
against  him — was  also  of  the  Santa  F^  expedition. 

Hon.  Alf.  Thurmond,  who  used  to  amuse  his  fellow- 
prisoners  at  Perote,  while  worliing  on  the  fortifica- 
tions, by  acting  horse  and  running  away  with  the 
wagon,  was  of  the  Mier  expedition, 

Gapts.  Fisher,  Cameron,  Eastland,  Ryan,  and  Pier- 
son  were  also  members  of  this  expedition  ;  but  Capt. 
John  C.  Hays,  who  was  commonly  called  JcicJs'  Says, 
returned  from  Guerrero  with  Gen.  Somerville  to  San 
Antonio,  and  afterwards  became  famous  as  an  Indian 
fighter,  with  an  independent  command,  which  ranged 
the  frontier  and  did  efficient  service  in  protecting  the 
settlements. 

Generals  Tom  Green,  Ben  McCulloch,  Sam  Walk- 
er, Ad.  Gillespie,  W.  "W.  "Wallace  {Bigfoof),  Kit 
Aeklin,  Mike  Chevalier,  Henry  McCulloch,  Robert 
Neighbours,  Jim  Hudson  (noted  for  his  infinite  wit 
and  humor),  besides  many  others  since  distinguished, 
did  service  on  our  frontier  as  officers  or  amateurs, 
who  would  visit  Hays's  camp  in  quest  of  adventure 
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or  amusement,  and  perform  service  without  pay 
until  they  got  tired,  when  they  would  return  to  the 
settlements  and  their  different  avocations. 

Often  around  Hays's  camp-fires  were  heard  quota- 
tions from  the  original  Greek  and  Latin,  while  many 
of  them  spoke  French,  Spanish,  and  German  fluently. 
Shortly  after  Capt.  ilays  commenced  his  distin- 
guished career,  the  Comanches  came  down  upon  the 
settlements  west  of  San  Antonio,  and  after  killing 
and  robbing  the  defenceless  inhabitants,  started  back 
with  their  booty  to  their  prairie  homes,  when  Hays, 
being  informed  of  their  raid,  started  in  pursuit  and 
came  up  with,  them  on  the  Frio,  west  of  San  Antonio. 
The  Comanches  numbered  between  200  and  300, 
and  when  they  saw  the  small  number  of  their  pur- 
suers, who  were  but  forty-two,  they  stopped,  drew  up 
in  line  of  battle  and  waited  to  be  attacked. 

As  the  Rangers  came  up  they  commenced  firing  as 
they  approached,  and  advanced  without  stopping  to 
form  in  line. 

Hays  was  riding  a  mule,  and  when  the  firing  com- 
menced was  in  the  rear,  but  hastening  to  come  up,  he 
saw  one  of  his  men  holding  back  his  horse  instead  of 
letting  him  go  ahead,  as  the  horse  wanted  to  do,  when 
he  exclaimed:  "Why,  d — n  it,  man,  what  do  you 
mean?    Why  not  let  him  go  to  the  front?" 

The  soldier  answered:  "Captain,  he  wants  to  run 
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away  with  me!  "     "Then,"  said  Haya,  "let  me  ride 
your  horse  and  you  ride  my  mule." 

The  man  eagerly  agreed  to  the  proposition,  and 
they  exchanged  animals. 

As  soon  as  Hays  mounted,  he  put  spurs  to  the  horse 
and  was  soon  in  the  fi'ont,  where  the  deadly  balls  and 
feathej'ed  messengers  of  death  were  flying  thick  and 
fast. 

As  he  approached  the  line  of  Comanche  wan'iors, 
all  his  efforts  to  curb  the  horse  were  unsuccessful, 
when,  drawing  his  iive-shooter,  being  joined  by  the 
Indian  chief,  Flacco,  who  rode  a  fleet  charger,  the  Uoo, 
yelling  and  firing,  actually  ^oent  through  the  enemy's 
line  of  battle ! 

The  Comanehes  opened  a  way  for  them  to  pass, 
which  they  did  amidst  a.  shower  of  bullets,  when  the 
rest  of  the  company,  beholding  the  brilliant  charge 
of  their  commander  and  one  Indian,  charged  after 
them  right  in  among  the  Tedshins,  each  armed  with 
two  .five-shooters,  and,  iu-ing  with  deadly  precision, 
soon  put  them  to  flight. 

Although  Capt.  Hays  was  a  man  of  undoubted 
courage,  this  brilliant  chai-ge  with  the  gallant  Flaccc 
was  entirely  attributable  to  the  runaway  horse. 

Soon  after  this,  Capt.  Hayes  with  fifteen  men,  in- 
cluding Ad.  Gillespie,  Sam  Walker,  Sam  Luckie,  and 
tne  famous  story-teller.  Kit  Acldin,  fought  his  cele- 
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brated  and  most  deparato  battle  with  Yellow  Wolf 
and  eighty  Coraauciie  warriors  at  the  Pinta  trail  cross- 
ing of  the  Guadalupe,  between  San  Antonio  and 
Fredericksburg;  and,  after  a  hand-to-hand  contest 
and  two  charges,  defeated  them,  killing  and  wound- 
ing about  half  their  number,  with  a  loss  of  one 
killed  and  three  wounded,  but  without  taking  many 
spoils. 

Hays's  report  of  the  efficiency  of  the  five-shooters 
XTsed  in  these  battles  caused  Mr.  Colt  to  produce  the 
six-shooter  and  to  engrave  on  the  cylinder  the  Ranger 
on  horse-back  charging  Indians. 

Before  or  after  this  engagement  a  Ranger  named 
James  Dunn,  whose  hair  was  remarkably  red^  was 
captured  by  the  Comanches  and  led  away  an  hapless 
prisoner  to  their  fearful  camp.  Strange  to  say,  the 
murdei-ous,  blood-thirsty  savagea  neither  tortured,  kill- 
ed, nor  ate  him  alive,  which  he  imagined  they  would 
do,  but  actually  took  a  fancy  to  him,  treated  him  with 
great  kindness,  and,  as  Jim  afterwards  related,  came 
■within  an  ace  of  killing  him  with  kindness,  or,  rather, 
drowning  him  in  the  Rio  Frio  while  attempting  to 
wash  the  red  (paint)  from  his  hair. 

The  Lipan  chief,  Flacco,  was  a  large,  finedooking 
and  symmetrically  proportioned  Indian,  who  lived 
mostly  with  the  whites,  and  delighted  to  go  with  them 
on  their  raids  into  the  Indian  country.     He  was  lulled 
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years  ago  and  robbed  of  Ms  torses  near  San  Antonio 
by  some  blanketed,  thieving  Mexicans. 

There  were  two  chiefa  of  tJie  Lipans  named  Castro, 
one  of  wkom,  in  company  with  his  squaws,  visited 
President  Lamar  at  his  office,  wh^,  contrasting  the  age 
of  Castro  with  that  of  his  yonng  squaws,  said ; 

"  These  are  your  daughters,  I  suppose,  Castro  ?  " 

"  No,  they  are  my  wives,"  answered  the  old  chief. 

"  But  they  are  very  yonng  and  yon  are  an  old  man," 
exclaimed  President 'Lamar. 

"  Yes,"  answered  Castro,  "  an  me  telle  yon,  ole  wo- 
man, younge  woman,  any  kind  of  woman  is  good  for 
yonnge  man,  bnt  younge  woman  is  good  for  ole  man." 

In  February,  1841,  France,  through  her  chwrg^ 
d^affawes,  M.  De  Saligny,  suddenly  broke  off  diploma- 
tic relation  with  Texas  and  threatened  to  inflict  on  the 
Eepublic  with  her  fleet  what  she  had  done  to  Mexico. 
The  difficulty  was  caused  as  follows :  M.  De  Saligny 
had  a  number  of  horses,  which  were  fed  with  com. 
Mr.  Bullock's  pigs  intruded  into  the  stables  to  pick 
up  the  corn  the  horses  suffered  to  fall  to  the  ground. 
One  of  M.  De  Saligny's  servants  killed  some  of  the 
pigs.  Mr.  Bullock  whipped  the  servant.  M.  De  Sa- 
ligny had  Mr.  Bullock  arrested,  and  then  came  into 
Bullock's  hotel  and  Mr.  Bullock  _pM^  liim  out.  M.  De 
Saligny  demanded  satisfaction  of  the  government, 
and  not  getting  it,  left  Texas  abruptly.    .Anson  Jones 


dbyGoogle 


434  EISTOBY  OS"  TEXAS. 

said :  "  It  was  understood  tliat  a  Frencli  fleet  was  com- 
ing to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  settle  this  afEaii*;  and  tlie 
Texan  clia/i'ge  at  Washington  mentioned  tlie  subject 
to  tlie  American  Secretary  of  State  and  to  the  British 
Minister  in  that  city,  both  of  whom  promised  to  send 
their  respective  squadrons  around  there  to  look  after 
th-e  French.  But  when  Houston  came  again  into 
office,  a  kind  letter  was  sent  to  France,  which  satisfied 
her  wounded  honor,  and  M;  De  Saligny  returned  to 
his  post," 

This  Mr.  Bullock  venerated  the  late  distinguished 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Hon.  A.  Lipscomb,  who 
boarded  with  him  and  never  failed  to  get  his  atten- 
tion before  all  others,  even  almost  using  the  Judge's 
name  in  his  prayers  or  blessings  before  eating.  Mr. 
Bullock's  blessings  were  always  the  same,  and  in  only 
one  sentence,  as  follows:  "  0  L&i'd!  make  us  ilia/rih- 
fill  for  what  we  are  about  to  receive.  Judge  lApscomh, 
will  you  Tia/ve  some  heef?  " 

As  a  general  thing,  war  is  a  calamity,  and  we  are 
rather  disposed  to  admire  a  man  like  Jacob,  who  was 
the  father  of  twelve  sons,  than  one  like  Cain  who  slew 
his  brother  man. 

Indeed  the  amiable  and  lovely  character  of  the 
Saviour  is  so  venerated  that  even  the  wicked  sing : 

"  oil,  I  would  I  were  like  Jesus, 
So  gentle,  mild,  and  kind!  " 
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But  a  bloodless  war,  like  that  of  the  a/rchives,  is  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule,  and  the  Austinians  de- 
serve praise  rather  than  censure  for  their  bloodless 
achievements  in  the  archive  war,  which  I  will  now 
give : 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1842,  General  Raphael  Vas- 
quez,  with  about  1,000  Mexicans,  invaded  Texas.  He 
took  and  pillaged  San  Antonio,  while  other  parties  of 
God-and-liberty-loving  greasers  did  the  same  thing 
for  Goliad  and  Eefugio,  which  so  affected  President 
Houston  that  he  left  Austin,  the  capital  of  the  repub- 
lic, went  to  Houston,  and  attempted — by  ordering  the 
archives,  his  cabinet,  etc.,  there — to  change  the  capi- 
tal of  Texas  back  to  Houston,  which,  being  named 
after  him,  was  his  favorite  city. 

The  people  of  Austin,  however,  opposed  this  measure 
of  the  admiEistration,  looking  upon  it  as  a  flagrant 
violation  of  the  Constitution,  and  a  heavy  blow  to  the 
future  development  of  their  city.  So  when  President 
Houston  sent  after  the  archives,  to  have  them  taken 
to  Houston,  they  opposed  it. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1845,  Captain  Thomas 
I.  Smith,  with  forty  armed  men,  by  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent, came  to  Austin  with  three  wagons,  and  going 
up  to  the  Land  Office,  of  which  Thos.  W.  "Ward 
was  the  Commissioner,  commenced  loading  the  wagons 
with  the  records  of  the  Land  Of&ce. 
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The  Anstinians  having  organized  resistance  and  for- 
mally protested  against  tbe  removal  of  the  arcHvea 
by  Capt.  Smith  and  his  party,  brought  out  an  old 
howitzer,  charged  it  with  grape  and  fired  just  one  dis- 
charge at  Smith  and  his  party,  hitting  the  Land  Office 
and  knoelring  up  considerable  dust,  bxit  fortunately 
injuring  no  one. 

Whereupon  Capt.  Smith  and  his  party  hastily  re- 
treated with  as  much  of  the  archives  as  they  had 
already  in  the  wagons  and  got  away  with  them  in 
good  order  as  far  as  Kinney's  Fort  on  Brushy  Creeh, 
eighteen  miles  from  Austin,  where  they  were  over- 
taken by  about  sixty  Austinians  under  the  command 
of  Capt.  Mark  B,  Lewis,  and  forced  to  carry  back  to 
Austin,  in  their  own  wagons,  everything  taken  away 
and  replace  them  in  the  Land  Office. 

The  scene  was  a  rich  and  rare  one  when  the  return- 
ing victors  were  met  and  welcomed  by  the  ladies  of 
Austin,  who  honored  them  not  only  with  their  smiles 
and  embraces,  but  with  their  loudest  huzzas  of  appro- 
bation, for  they  had  returned  safe  and  victorious,  when 
horrid  war  and  bloody  death  had  been  apprehended. 

The  archive  warriors,  as  they  have  been  styled, 
also  took  posession  of  the  arsenal,  formed  a  vigilance 
committee,  and  with  arms  in  their  hands  retained  and 
guarded  the  archives  until  the  annexation  convention 
assembled  on  the  4th  of  July,  1845,  when  they  turned 
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them  over  by  agreement  to  the  administration  of  Pres- 
ident Anson  Jones,  on  condition  that  the  convention 
should  meet  in  Austin. 

Comptroller  James  B.  Shaw  and  Judge  B.  F.  John- 
son, some  time  in  1843,  came  to  Austin  to  get  some 
forms  and  blanks  from  among  the  archives,  but  they 
went  away  without  them,  with  the  tails  and  manes  of 
their  horse  and  mule  sheared,  and  with  their  mule's 
ears  cropped. 

From  the  8th  of  March,  1842,  to  the  4th  of  July, 
1845,  the  people  of  Austin  had  a  hard  time,  for  they 
were  not  only  at  war  with  their  own  people,, but  with 
the  Mexicans  and  Indians. 

An  incident  occurred  on  the  third  day  after  the 
bloodless  "battle  of  the  archives,"  which,  fi'ora  its 
rarity  and  unesampled  dash  and  daring,  has  no  equal 
that  the  wi'iter  ever  heard  or  read  of  in  either  ancient 
or  modem  laistory. 

On  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  January,  1834,  after 
attending  a  public  meeting  in  Austin,  Capt.  Alex, 
Coleman  and  William  Bell  started  in  their  buggy  for 
a  ride,  followed  by  Joseph  Homsby  and  James  Ed- 
monson on  horseback. 

Just  as  Hornsby  and  Edmonson  mounted  the  spur 
of  Robertson's  Hill,  east  of  Austin,  where  George  L. 
Robertson  now  resides,  they  saw  Coleman  and  Bell 
jump  from  their  buggy,  cross  the  fence  and  run  for 
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dear  life  across  the  field  soutlieast  of  tbem,  pursued 
by  about  thirty  Indians. 

They  saw  the  Indians  capture  them  both,  kill  Bell 
and  about  to  kill  Coleman,  when,  after  a  moment's 
consultation,  they  resolved,  though  unarmed  save 
with  one  single-barrel  pistol  between  the  two,  to 
stampede  the  Indians  and  rescue  their  friend  Coleman 
or  perish  in  the  attempt. 

In  their  flight  Bell  and  Coleman  had  separated,  and 
the  pursuing  Indians  did  the  same,  many  of  them  leav- 
ing their  horses  at  the  fence  when  they  entered  the 
field,  and  it  so  happened  that  when  Hornsby  and  Ed- 
monson charged  them  at  full  speed,  yelling  terribly 
and  discharging  the  single-barrel  pistol  in  their  midst, 
that  they  were  frightened,  left  Coleman  at  libei-ty, 
but  almost  naked,  and  took  to  their  heels,  no  doubt 
thittkiug  that  Hornsby  and  Edmonson  would  imme- 
diately be  followed  by  more  Tesans. 

Coleman  did  his  best  ranning  back  to  town  and 
raised  the  alarm,  while  his  liberators  hung  on  the  rear 
of  the  retreating  Indians  for  two  and  a  half  miles, 
yelling  and  hallooing  until  assistance  joined  them, 
when  a  little  battle  took  place,  wherein  three  savages 
were  killed  and  their  horses  and  accoutrements  cap 
tiired. 

One  night  John  Wahrenbergcr,  a  Switzer  and 
gardener  of    Col.  Louis  P.  Cook,   Secretary  of   the 
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Navy,  returning  home  with  a  bag  of  meal  on  lik 
Bhonlder,  fell  in  with  a  party  of  Indians  at  the  head 
of  the  avenue,  near  the  Alhambra,  He  fled  and 
gained  the  residence  of  Col.  Cook,  who  then  lived 
where  Col.  A.  H.  Cook  now  resides,  but  received 
three  arrows  in  his  meal-sack  and  one  in  hie  arm. 

As  the  poor  fellow  gained  the  door,  he  fell  ex- 
hausted and  fainted,  while  Col  Cook  fired  on  hia 
pursuers  and  wounded  one  so  badly  that  their  trail 
was  easily  traced  the  next  day  by  the  blood  on  the 
ground. 

After  recoveiing  his  senses,  John  Wahrenberger 
felt  hia  wound,  then  looldng  round  he  exclaimed : 
"  Mine  Cot !  "What  a  Texas  !  "  Then  casting  his  eyes 
around  without  any  more  ado,  he  earnestly  inqidred  : 
"  Where  ish  mine  meal  ? "  It  was  rahown  to  him 
under  his  head,  and  taking  it  up  he  retired  to  his 


One  night,  as  Col.  James  S,  Mayfield,  Secretary  of 
State,  was  returning  home  from  a  party  with  a  young 
lady,  Indians  shot  at  and  wounded  him. 

Once  on  a  time,  this  same  Col.  Mayfield,  Bart  Sims, 
a  large,  powerful  old  Texan,  and  Judge  K,  M.  Wil- 
liamson, were  in  Swisher's  hotel  together,  when  the 
colonel  taking  umbrage  at  some  remark  of  old  Bart, 
so  called  by  his  acq^uaintances,  drew  his  pistol  and 
was   about   shooting   him,   to    prevent  which,    Sims 
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snatclied  up  "Three  Legs,"  as  the  judge  was  some- 
times called,  and  Holding  him  between  himself  and 
Col.  Mayfield,  exclaimed,  "  Shoot,  damn  you,  shoot ! " 
The  judge,  not  liking  his  position,  but  unable  to  change 
it,  alternately  exercised  his  powers  of  eloquence  and 
denunciation. 

First,  he  earnestly  appealed  to  the  parties,  saying: 
"  Gentlemen,  this  matter  can  be  settled  amicably , 
there  is  no  necessity  for  any  bloodshed.  For  God's 
sate.  Col.  Mayfield,  don't  shoot !  "  Then,  as  Mayfield 
pointed  his  pistol  at  Sims,  he  said  :  "  Mayfield,  make 
a  centre  shot ;  for,  damn  you,  I  will  kill  you,  sure,  if 
my  life  is  spared !  Bai-t,  damn  your  soul,  let  me 
down."  From  this  appeal,  or  threat,  or  somehow  else, 
Col.  Mayfield's  ire  cooled  down,  and  he  didn't  shoot. 
But  he  afterwards  swore  that  Three-legged  Willie 
saved  old  Bart's  life  on  this  occasion. 

On  Nov.  14th,  1842,  Congress  met  at  "Washington, 
on  the  Brazos,  when  the  President  informed  it  that 
"  the  GOuntry  was  without  credit,  witJwut  means,  and 
rn/illions  of  dolla/rs  in  dehV 

He  attributed  the  misfortunes  of  the  Mier  espedi- 
tion  to  "  iz  wmit  of  concert  of  action,  and  a  disposi 
Hon  to  proceed  without  means  or  orders." 

The  navy  had  not  been  able  to  enforce  the  blockade 
of  the  Mexican  ports,  and  other  nations  complained  of 
it,  and  asked  its  abolition.    The  San  Antonio  had 
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been  lost  at  sea,  and  the  other  vessels  had  been  ordered 
to  I'etnrn  to  Galveston. 

He  advised,  under  the  circumstances,  the  sale  of  the 
navy,  which,  in  Jiily,  1843,  returned  to  Galveston  and 
for  want  of  funds  was  laid  up  in  ordinary. 

At  this  session  he  vetoed  a  bill  for  the  protection 
of  the  frontier,  the  election  of  a  major-general  of 
militia,  and  appropriating  $50,000  for  that  purpose, 
but  the  bill  was  pa^ed  over  his  veto,  and  Gen.  T.  J. 
Rusk  made  the  major-general. 

"  He  likewise,"  says  the  learned  Yoakum,  "  gave  an 
account  of  the  trouble  in  regard  to  tJie  archives  and  the 
resistance  opposed  to  their  removal ;  and  also  in  re- 
gard to  the  steps  that  had  been  taken  to  conciliate 
the  Indian  tribes." 

It  can  be  said  in  great  praise  of  President  Houston 
that  his  Indian  policy  cost  less  money  and  less  blood, 
but  was  moi'e  effective  in  protecting  the  frontier  than 
his  predecessor's.  Comptroller  James  B.  Shaw  gives 
the  Indian  appropriations  made  by  the  republic  as 
follows : 


18371  TT       ,     ,    fl    .  ,  f     $20,000 

1838  )  ^°"'^'^''  '  ^"^'^  *^™ {     ITO  000 


1839  )  (  1,430,000 

1840  j- Lamar's  term \  1,027,319 

1841  I        95,000 
1S)» 
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1842]  f  $20,000 

1843  >- Houston's  second  term -\    66,950 

1844  j  (    17,142 

1845.  .Jones's  term 45,000 


The  raids  of  Vasquez,  WoU,  Sanchez,  Garcia  and 
others,  together  with  the  prisoner-murdering  policy  of 
the  Mexicans,  caused.  President  Houston,  on  October 
15th,  1842,  to  address  the  Great  Powers  who  bad 
acknowledged  the  independence  of  Texas  an  appeal, 
in  which  he  said  :  "  In  view  of  the  character  of  hos- 
tilities at  present  waged  by  Mexico  against  Texas, 
and  of  those  piinciples  which  have  been,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  this  government,  so  frequently  and  so  flagrant- 
ly violated  by  our  enemy,  the  hope  is  confidently 
indulged  by  the  President  that  the  direct  interference 
of  nations  mutually  friendly  will  l)e  extended  to  ar- 
]'est  a  species  of  warfare  unbecoming  the  age  in  which 
we  live,  and  disgraceful  to  any  people  professing  to 
be  civilized," 

Through  the  friendly  offices  of  England,  France, 
and  the  United  States,  Santa  Anna,  who  was  still  at 
the  head  of  the  Mexican  GoveiTiment,  on  the  27th  of 
May,-1843,  agreed  to  an  armistice,  which  was  accept- 
ed aid  proclaimed  by  Texas  on  June  15th,  1843. 

On  the  25th  of  April  of  this  year,  the  Snivelt 
ExPEiiiTioisr,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Jacob  Srdvely 
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was  organized  at  Georgeto-\¥ii,  six  miles  from  Preston, 
or  CofEee's  Station,  aboxit  ten  or  twelve  miles  above 
the  city  of  Denison,  on  Eed  Uiver. 

This  expedition  was  authorized  by  the  administra- 
tion, but  was  to  mount,  equip,  and  provision  itself, 
and  yet  to  divide  the  spoils  taken  with  the  govern- 
ment. Its  field  of  operations  was  to  be  between  Santa 
F6  and  the  United  States,  and  its  object  to  capture 
Mexican  caravans  going  and  returning  from  Santa 
F6  to  the  United  States. 

Arriving  at  the  head-waters  of  the  Arliansas  Eiver. 
near  the  road  from  Independence,  Mo.,  to  Santa  F^, 
after  innumerable  vexations,  trials,  hardships,  and 
sufferings  in  the  wilderness,  through  the  beautiful 
prairies,  over  the  glittering  hills  and  simlit  sum^nits 
of  the  Wachita  Mountains,  no  doubt  often,  reflecting 
upon  the  truth  of  the  poet,  when  he  said, 

"  '  Tis  distance  lends  eiu^ntmient  to  ihe  i>mw, 
And  Tobei  the  mountains  in  its  amtre  hue,'" 

they  at  last,  on  the  30th  of  June,  fell  in  with  a  cara- 
van, attached,  killed  and  captured  the  whole  party- 
aggregating  seventeen  killed  and  eighty  prisoners,  of 
whom  eighteen  were  wounded. 

Now,  this  ti'ade  between  Santa  Fe  and  Indepen- 
dence, Mo.,  wa.s  vahiahle  to  the  United  States,  and 
with  the  next  caravan  came  an  escort  of  195  United 
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States  dragoons  witli  two  pieces  of  artilleiy,  commanded 
by  Capt.  FJdlvp  8t.  George  Cooke,  who  claimed  that 
Col.  Snively  was  out  of  Texas,  aijd  in  the  United 
States,  depredating  upon  its  commerce. 

Snively's  command  had  been  reduced  to  107  men 
— seventy  under  command  of  Capt.  Chandler  having 
started  home  on  the  29fch.  So,  on  the  30th,  after 
Coote  had  eurronnded  the  remainder,  lighted  hia 
port-fires,  and  threatened  to  cut  them  to  pieces  if 
they  'did  not  immediately  stack  their  arms,  they  sur- 
rendered, were  then  given  ten  gmis  and  permitted  to 
return  to  Texas ! 

Snively  started  back,  sent  an  express  to  Capt. 
Chandler  and  joined  him  on  the  2d  of  July,  when, 
after  some  delay,  many  wishing  to  remain  and  still 
attempt  to  carry  out  the  grand  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion, while  others  wanted  to  go  home,  tliey  returned., 
losing  sixty  horses  at  one  time  by  a  stampede,  and  in 
return  killing  ten  or  fifteen  Comanches.  The  Snively 
expedition  was  not  a  success !  The  greater  portion 
of  it  swrrendered,  as  did  the  members  of  the  Santa  F6 
and  Mier  expeditions,  neither  of  which  added  any 
sheen  to  the  lustre  of  Texan  arms. 

During  the  yeai-s  1843,  1843,  and  1844,  in  Shelby 
County,  took  place  the  famous  war  between  the  Regu- 
lators and  Moderators,  one  of  the  prime  causes  of 
which  was  Charles  W.  Jackson,  master  and  owner  of 
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a  Red  River  steamer  running  between  Kew  Orleans 
and  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  who,  after  some  fighting 
and  bloodslied  at  Shi'eveport,  took  refnge  in  Shelby- 
ville,  ran  for  Congress,  was  beaten,  and  then,  for  ex- 
posing some  fraudulent  beadrights,  was  notified  to 
leave  the  country  or  he  would  be  killed.  Capt.  Charlie 
killed  Mr.  Joseph  Goodbread,  who  served  the  notice 
on  him,  and  was  himself  waylaid  and  killed  near 
Logansport. 

Wat.  Moman,  John  E.  Myrick,  and  others  attacked, 
Capt.  Jackson's  slayers,  killed  and  captured  some, 
huog  two,  and  spared  one. 

Then,  for  revenge,  and  to  stop  Moman's  career  with 
hia  Regulators,  the  party  called  Moderators  was 
organized,  commanded  first  by  John  M,  Bradley,  who 
was  killed  immediately  after  divine  sendee  at  a  night 
meeting  in  San  Augustine  by  "Wat.  Moman.  This 
party  was  afterwards  commanded  by  Alfred  Truit 
and  Sam  Todd. 

Col.  O.  T.  Boulware  (who,  one  morning  before 
breakfast,  killed  Pete  Whetstone,  Barton,  and  Ward, 
in  and  near  Marshall),  with  his  party  from  Harrison 
County,  including  Alexander  and  Minor  Davidson, 
joined  the  Regulators.  War  was  declared,  and  the 
Regulators  and  Moderators  met  in  battle  at  the  Cow- 
pens  and  the  Church. 

The  first  was  a  drawn  battle  between  sixty-two  Reg 
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ulators  and  225  Moderators,  in  which  several  were 
wounded  and  one  killed.  The  latter,  the  battle  of  the 
Cbui'ch,  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  335  Moderators 
by  300  E.egnlators,  with  a  loss  of  fonr  killed  and  seven 
wounded;  immediately  after  which  the  amiable  land- 
lord of  the  Colorado  Valley,  between  Bastrop  and 
Austin,  Capt.  Jack  Nash,  with  others  in  command  of 
the  militia  of  the  republic,  ordered  out  by  President 
Houston,  appeared  on  the  scene  of  action,  aiTested  a 
few,  who  were  required  to  give  bail  for  their  appear- 
ance at  Shelbyville,  and  dispersed  the  rest. 

But  none  of  the  offenders  were  ever  tried,  the  pros- 
ecutions were  dismissed,  and  the  Mexican  war  coming 
on  soon  after,  the  Regulators  and  Moderators  shook 
hands,  formed  companies,  joined  the  same  regiment, 
and  vented  on  the  unfortunate  Mexicans  the  wratbfiil 
feelings  formerly  entertained  for  each  other — thus  end- 
ing the  war  between  the  Kegnlators  and  Moderators, 
which  brought  death  upon  about  fifty  Texans. 

Col.  M.  T,  Johnson  and  Oc^t.  Epli  Daggett  (after- 
wards a  distinguished  officer  in  Hays's  regiment,  so 
famous  in  the  Mexican  wai-)  were  Regulators.  At  the 
Cowpens,  Gapt.  Ephraiiu  had  a  ball  shot  through  his 
wardrobe,  but  fortunately  the  hero's  life  was  spared, 
in  order  that  he  might  bear  aloft  in  victorious  battle 
the  glorious  old  star-spangled  banner,  even  to  tha 
balls  of  the  Montezumas. 
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Tiie  annexation  of  Texas  to  tke  United  States  may 
be  compared  to  the  courtship  and  marriage  of  a  young 
couple,  wherein  Jolin  Bull,  Brother  Jonathan,  and 
Louis  Phillipe  were  suitors  to  the  fair  maiden  of  the 
Lorte  Sta/r,  which,  though  not  a  suppliant,  but  rather 
coy  and  cocLuettish,  gave  not  only  her  hand  but  her 
heart  to  Brother  Jonathan. 

President  Tyler,  Mr.  Dallas,  Gen.  Jackson,  and 
James  K.  Polk,  in  whose  honor  the  present  lovely 
cities  of  Tyler  and  Dallas,  and  the  fail*  counties  of 
Jackson  and  Polk  were  named,  favored  annesation, 
and  by  preparing  the  public  mind  of  the  United  States 
for  it,  did  most  to  bring  it  about. 

As  early  as  July,  1842,  President  Tyler  openly  fa- 
vored it ; 

"  I  am  anxious  for  it,"  said  be,  "  and  wish  most  sin- 
cerely I  could  conclude  it  at  onca" 

Gen.  J.  P.  Henderson  and  Mr.  Isaac  Van  Zandt,  with 
great  zeal  and  distinguished  ability,  represented  Texas 
at  Washington  City  during  this  intei'esting  period  of 
her  history — in  whose  honor,  Henderson,  the  county 
seat  of  Euek  County,  and  Van  Zandt  County  were 
named.  Gen.  Houston  did  all  he  could,  and  yet 
wrote : 

"I  am  as  cool  as  a  shoemaker's  lapstone  in  an  open 
shop  at  Christmas,"  yet  at  the  same  time  cautioning 
Texans  "  not  to  evince  too'much  anxiety — it  would  be 
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regwt'ded  as  im/portunity,  a/iul  ike  voice  of  supplicaUon 
in  sucJi  cases  seldoTn  Gottvmandsd  great  respecV 

Ott  tte  8tli  of  Jtme,  1844,  tte  Senate  of  tlie  United 
States,  by  a  vote  of  35  to  16,  rejected  the  annexation 
of  Texas,  but  tlie  canvass  of  that  year  for  President  in- 
volved the  question  ;  Polk  and  Dallas,  the  Democratic 
candidates,  were  for  annexation,  while  the  Whig  ticket, 
headed  by  Henry  Clay,  was  against  it. 

Mr.  Clay  was  defeated  and  the  question  settled. 
The  people  of  the  American  Union  coolly  and  delib- 
erately expressed  their  desire  that  Texas  should  be 
annexed  to  the  United  States. 

Before  this,  Texas  had  expressed  the  same  desire ; 
indeed,  the  people  of  Texas  were  mostly  emigrants 
from  the  United  States — their  manners,  habits,  cus- 
toma,  language,  and  laws  were  similar — they  were  the 


So  it  required  but  little  diplomacy  to  bring  about 
annexation  after  the  elections  in  1844. 

Although  the  French  had  first  extended  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship  to  Texans,  they  long  ago  had  done 
the  same  thing  to  their  forefathers  when  contending 
against  the  tremendous  power  of  Old  England, 

The  gallant  Lafayette,  Savannah,  Yorktown,  nor 
La  Belle  Framxie  were  foi'gotten  ! 

K'or  was  the  great  nation  which  spoke  the  language 
of  the  victors  of  Agincourt,  Poictiers    and    CresRy-^ 
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■wtose  sons  liad  wept  over  tbe  Talhot  heroes  of  the 
immortal  hard  of  Avon,  forgotten  ! 

It  was  not  hecause  Texas  loved  France  and  England 
less,  hut  hecause  she  loved  the  United  States  more. 

On  the  25th  of  Fobmary,  1845,  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  Congress  passed  the 
annexation  resolutions  by  a  vote  of  120  to  98;  in  the 
Senate  they  passed  by  a  vote  of  27  to  25  on  the  1st 
day  of  March,  and  were  approved  on  the  same  day  by 
President  Tyler. 

In  the  fall  of  1844,  Dr.  Anson  Jones  and  Col.  K.  L. 
Anderson  were  elected  President  and  Vice-President 
of  Texas,  and  inangui-ated  as  such  December  9th,  1844 
On  the  15th  of  May,  1845,  President  Jones  called  a 
Convention  of  the  people  of  Texas,  to  meet  on  the  4th 
of  July,  and  an  extra  session  of  Congress  to  meet  on 
the  16th  of  June,  1845. 

The  Convention  and  Congress  both  ajiproved  annex- 
ation, and  the  Convention  also  framed  a  Constitution, 
which,  with  the  resolutions,  were  submitted  to  a 
direct  vote  of  the  people  and  by  them  ratified,  after 
which,  in  December,  1845,  this  Constitution  was  ap- 
proved by  Congress,  and  thus  the  Republic  of  Texas 
expired,  and  her  Lone  Star  at  that  memorable  epoch 
was  added  to  the  more  brilliant  and  glorious  constel- 
lation of  the  American  Union. 
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The  Meiicaa  War— Sale  of  Santa  PS  to  tbe  United  States.— PubUft 
BnQdingH.— EailroiLcTs.— Tlie  Civil  Wai-.— Tbe  Soldiers'  Return.— Mili- 
tary and  Carpet-bag  Rule. — The  Adminiatration  of  Gova.  HamUton, 
Peaae,  and  Davis. — Peace  and  Development. — Union  Sentiment  in 
Texas, — Tasas  Pacific  Eailroad.— CtoTetnora  of  Texas. 

T^IIE  annexation  of  Texas  brouglit  on  tlie  Mexican 
-*-  war,  wherein  Gov.  J.  P.  Henderson  and  thousands 
of  Texans  participated,  and  gained  great  glory  at  Palo 
Alto,  -Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Buena  Vista,  Cerro  Gordo, 
Molina  del  E,ey,  Cherubnsco,  and  other  famons  vic- 
tories of  Gens.  Scott  and  Taylor,  which  culminated  in 
the  capture  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  were  followed 
by  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe^Hidalgo,  February  2, 
1848,  and  the  annexation  of  California  as  well  as 
Texas  to  the  American  Union.  Of  the  gallant  men 
who  took  part  in  these  brilliant  victories  were  those 
of  Col.  Jack  Hays's  celebrated  regiment,  of  which  Sam 
"Walker  was  lieutenant-colonel,  Mike  Chevallie  major, 
and  Tom  Green,  Ben  McCuUoeh,  Claib  C.  Herbert,  J. 
B.  McCown,  Kit  Acklin,  S.  L.  Ballew,  Eli  Chandler, 
Prank  Early,  and  E.  A.  and  James  Gillespie,  were 
captains.  Most  all  these  gallant  soldiers,  after  dis- 
tinguished careers,  sleep  with  the  dead ;  but  I  will 
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conclude  this  paragraph  witli  the  prayer  of  one  of 
them,  Oapt.  J.  B.  McCown,  just  before  the  storming 
of  Monterey :  "  O  Lord,  we  are  abont  to  join  battle 
with  vastly  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and, 
Heavenly  Father,  we  would  mightily  like  for  you  to 
be  on  our  side  and  help  us ;  but  if  you  can't  do  it,  for 
Christ's  sake  don't  go  over  to  the  Mexicans,  but  just 
lie  low  and  keep  dark,  and  you  will  see  one  of  the 
d— dest  fights  you  ever  saw  in  all  your  bora  days." 

Had  all  Mexico  been  annexed  to  the  Union,  it 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  given  peace  and  devel- 
opment to  the  revolutionary-loving  children  of  Mon- 
tezuma and  rendered  entirely  unnecessaiy  the  sad  fate 
of  the  amiable  Maximilian  and  the  downfall  of  the 
Mexican  Empire.  It  might  also  have  afforded  an  out- 
let for  the  negroes  of  the  South,  and  possibly  thereby 
prevented  the  late  civil  war ;  but  Providence  decreed 
otherwise. 

In  1850,  Texas  sold  to  the  United  States  a  portion 
of  its  northwestern  territory,  including  Santa  F6,  for 
the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars.  "With  this  money 
the  State  paid  its  debts,  erected  its  public  buildings, 
founded  asylums  for  the  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind,  as  well 
as  sanctuaries  for  poor,  unfortunate  lunatics,  whom 
sorrow  or  misfortune  had  rendered  incapable  of  taking 
care  of  themselves. 

Two  millions  of  dollars  were  set  aside  as  a  common 
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scliool  fund,  and  six  tkousand  dollars  per  mile  were 
loaned  to  railroad  companies,  in  order  to  facilitate 
their  construction. 

The  Southern  Pacific,  liouaton  and  Texas  Central, 
and  Gralveston,  Houston  and  Henderson  Eaiboad 
Companies,  etc,  were  chartered.  Immigration  and 
capital  flowed  into  the  State  to  such  an  extent  that  in 
1860  its  population  was  604,215. 
.  In  1861,  selfish  politicians,  party  spirit,  and  sectional 
animosity  (engendered  by  the  agitation  of  the  slavery 
question)  placed  Texas  with  her  sister  Southern  States 
in  the  late  deplorable  and  unfortunate,  but  ever-mem- 
orable civil  war  between  Americans. 

The  venerable  ex-preaident,  Gen.  Sam  Houston,  was 
the  governor  of  Texas  at  this  time,  and  opposed  the 
secession  of  the  State,  yet  respectfully  declined  50,000 
Federal  troops  tendered  him  by  President  Lincoln  to 
control  his  people,  when,  refusing  to  take  the  oath  to 
support  the  Confederacy,  he  was  deposed,  or,  as  he 
himself  used  to  say,  decapitated. 

So  greatly  was  the  secession  feeling  predominant  in 
Texas  that  be  was  unable  to  direct  his  own  family- 
even  his  dearly  beloved  son  Sam  was  a  Secessionist, 
and  coming  into  the  governor's  office  one  day  just 
before  his  deposition,  wearing  a  secession  rosette  on 
his  breast,  the  governor  asked  him  ; 

"What  is  that,  Sam,  on  the  lapel  of  your  coat?  " 
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"  It  is  a  seeessioa  rosette,  father,"  answered  young 
Sam. 

"  Why,  Sammy,  haven't  you  got  it  in  the  wrong 
place  ? "  said  the  governor. 

"  Where  should  I  wear  it,  father,"  asted  Sam,  "  if 
not  over  my  heart  ? " 

"  I  think,  Sammy,  it  woiild  be  more  appropriate  for 
you  to  wear  it  pinned  to  the  inside  of  your  coat-tail ! " 
answered  the  governor. 

The  Old  Hero  himself  soon  laid  aside  his  opposition, 
and  being  invited  to  drill  the  Bayland  Guards  gi'ati- 
iied  that  company,  and  when  putting  them  through, 
gave  his  commands  as  follows  : 

"  Bayland  Gruards  !  eyes  right !  Do  you  see  Louia 
T.  Wigf  all  ? "  There  being  no  response,  he  continued : 
"  Eyes  left !  Do  you  see  Williamson  S,  Oldham  ? " 
There  being  no  response  to  this  inquiry,  he  went  on 
with  his  commands ;  "  Eyes  front !  Do  you  see  either 
of  them?"  when  some  one  answered,  "No."  "No," 
said  he,  "  and  you  never  will ! " 

Gen.  Wigfall  and  Judge  Oldham  were  his  political 
opponents  and  violent  Secessionists. 

When  iis  son  Sam  got  ready  to  start  for  the  Con- 
federate army  and  came  to  bid  his  father  farewell,  the 
Old  Hero  straightened  himself  up  to  his  majestic 
height  and  gave  the  young  gentleman  his  benediction, 
saying  :    "  My  son,  do  your  dnity  as  a  soldier  !    Bring 
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no  discredit  upon  the  family  !  May  God  Almighty 
bless  you ! " 

Young  Sam  did  do  his  duty,  and  shed  his  blood  for 
the  Confederacy,  though  he  was  not  tilled. 

In  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania,  as  well 
as  in  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  all  intervening  States, 
Texans  poui-ed  out  their  blood  like  water,  and  for  four 
long  years  fought,  bled,  and  died,  until  the  dark  clouds 
of  adversity  gathered  over  their  heads,  shutting  out 
all  hope  of  successfully  continuing  the  straggle,  when 
they  furled  forever  at  Appomatox  their  cross  of  St. 
Andrew,  and,  with  sad  hearts  and  weary  limbs,  many 
brave  and  gallant  soldiers  who  had  contended  with 
impetuous  valor  at  Manassas,  Shiloh,  Fredericksburg, 
and  in  the  Wilderness,  against  vastly  superior  num- 
bers, returned  to  the  once  lovely  homes  which  they 
had  left,  thoughtfully  saying  ; 

"  Oh,  weep  not,  dearest !  weep  uot, 
If  in  the  cmsti  I  faU  I 
Oh,  weep  not,  dearest  I  weep  not, 
It  is  my  OouMvy's  call !  " 

and  found  them  abandoned,  desolate,  or  in  niins ! 

The  world  ha^  ranked  Gens.  Robt.  E.  Lee,  Stone- 
wall Jackson,  Leonidas  Polk,  and  Albert  Sidney 
Johnston,  as  noble  and  gallant  gentlemen ;  but  it  may 
be  truly  said,  that  the  brave  soldiers  who  fought 
imder  these  distinguished  generals   and  survive  the 
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many  bloody  battles  of  our  late  unhappy  civil  war, 
were  animated  by  the  same  conscientious  sense  of  duty 
which,  aetiTated  their  beloved  commanders. 

Among  those  who  fought  on  the  Southern  side 
were  many  citizens  who,  bom  and  reai'ed  in  the  Koi'th, 
had  emigrated  to  the  South. 

The  statistics  of  Johnson's  Island,  where  Confeder- 
ate ofiicera  were  imprisoned  during  the  war,  show  that 
the  majority  of  officers,  in  proportion  to  numbers,  who 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  or  neutrality  when  tendered 
by  the  government  and  returned  home  exempt  from 
militaiy  duty  thereafter  during  the  war,  was  in  favor 
of  ilie  South. 

I  have  often  heard  of  a  Boston  mother  who  visited 
her  son  at  this  place,  who  was  a  Confederate  officer, 
and  said  to  him  : 

"  My  son,  I  have  come  for  yon  and  brought  money 
and  clothing.  Your  brother  officers  of  the  South  are 
taking  the  oath  and  going  home  ;  I  wish  you  to  take 
it  and  go  home  with  me." 

He  answered  :  "  Mother,  I  have  taken  an  oath  to 
support  the  Confederate  States.  Do  you  wish  me  to 
perjure  myself  ?  I  may  be  eschanged  in  a  few  days, 
and  be  ordered  to  my  command.  Shall  I  disgrace 
my  Puritan  ancestors  by  deserting  the  cause  which  I 
have  sworu  to  support  "i  " 

"  No,  my  son,"  she  answered,  "  do  your  duty  !     I 
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would  rather  weep  over  the  honored  grave  of  my  aon, 
than  see  him  alive  dishonored  !  I  go  home  without 
you,  and  wMle  I  shall  pray  to  Grod  for  tlie  success  of 
the  Union  arms,  I  shall  daily  and  nightly  appeal  to 
Him  to  shield  and  protect  you  !  Oh,  my  son  !  may 
the  great,  wise,  and  most  merciful  God  bless  yon  I " 

That  Boston  mother  returned  home,  but  her  son  re- 
mained, and  through  the  whole  war  did  his  duty  as  a 
Coniederate,  and  was  surrendered  by  his  heroic  gene- 
ral only  after  his  cause  was  lost. 

During  the  war  all  internal  improvements  ceased, 
immigration  stopped,  railroads  were  run  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  Confederacy,  farms  were  abandoned, 
and  those  who  cultivated  them  sent  to  the  front, 
while  their  fields  and  gardens  grew  up  in  weeds  and 
thistles. 

In  1865,  after  "  grim-visaged  war  had  smoothed 
his  wrinhled  fi'ont," 

"  Peace  began  her  victories 
ITo  leaa  renowned  than  ■war." 

Old  fences  and  houses  were  repaired,  new  houses 
were  built,  new  fields  were  inclosed,  new  farms 
opened,  and  Northern  immigration  and  capital,  with 
labor-saving  machinery  and  industrious  habits,  came 
to  Texas,  and  were  received  with  open-armed  wel- 
come hospitality  and  kindness,  because  those  Texana 
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wlio  liad  been  born  and  reared  in  tlie  !Nortli  liad  en- 
deared themselves  to  the  others  by  their  fidelity  and 
devotion  to  the  State  of  their  adoption. 

It  is  a  noted  fact  that  no  Confederate  soldiers  fought 
braver  nor  died  more  gallantly  than  those  bom  and 
reared  in  the  North,  and  it  skouldbe  fervently  hoped 
by  all  true  patriots  that  the  late  unhappy  struggle 
will  be  looked  upon  by  the  good  people  of  both,  sec- 
tions as  a  little  quarrel  and  fight  between  brothers — 
to  be  regretted  and  hereafter  fore^ei',  by  both,  to  be 
forgiven,  and  remembered  only  to  prevent  a  I'epetition 
of  such  a  deplorable  calamity. 

Indeed,  as  a  Tesan  and  a  citizen  of  the  American 
Union,  I  can  truly  say,  in  the  language  of  the  poet : 

"I  do  not  know  that  American  alive 
With  whom  mj  sou!  is  any  jot  at  odds, 
More  tlian  the  infant  that  ia  born  to-night," 

True,  the  military  and  carpet-bag  administrations  of 
the  state  government  since  1865  have  been  very  grie- 
vous, and  are  justly  odious,  while  the  colored  troops 
wlbo  fought  so  nohly,  and  were  afterwards  stationed  in 
many  cities  of  the  South,  as  if  to  show  the  Southern 
people,  in  the  language  of  those  odoriferous  gentle- 
men, that  ike  hottom  rail  was  on  top,  have  often 
caused  the  Southron's  blood  to  boil,  and  incited  him 
to  denounce  his  victorious  NortKei'n  brothers  as  foul 
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invaders  of  tteii'  native  land,  and  the  successful  rob- 
bers of  their  less  powerful  Southern  kinsmen. 

From  I860,  after  the  flight  of  Gov.  P.  Murrahto 
Mexico,  where  he  died,  in  1866,  the  military  govern- 
ment of  A.  J.  Hamilton  was  mild  and  conservative. 

In  1866  J.  W.  Throckmoi-ton  was  elected  over  Gov. 
E.  M.  Pease  by  a  large  majority,  but  after  an  admin- 
istration of  one  year,  which  gave  general  satisfaction 
to  the  people,  he  was  adjudged  an  impediment  to  re- 
construction, and  was  superseded  by  the  appointment 
and  installation  of  Es-Gov.  E.  M.  Pease,  whose  ad- 
ministration was  gentle,  mild,  and  just,  but  not  de 
jm-e. 

Iq  1869  Gov.  Pease  resigned,  and  Geu,  E.  J.  Davis 
was  appointed  in  his  stead ;  then  came  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  and  the  notorious  election  of  Gov. 
Davis  over  Ex-Gov.  A.  J.  Hamilton,  who,  it  is  generally 
understood  and  believed  by  the  people  of  Texas,  re- 
ceived more  votes  than  Davis,  yet  was  counted  out, 
while  Davis  was  counted  m. 

"With  the  administration  of  Gov.  Davis  came  the 
militia  bill,  the  police  bill,  printing  law,  school  law, 
and  all  the  leading  radical  measures  of  the  odious 
12th  Legislatnse,  which  culminated  in  martial  law  for 
Hill,  Walker,  Limestone,  and  Freestone  Counties — and 
the  murder  of  Godley,  House,  Mitchell,  Applewhite 
and  others  by  negro  policemen. 
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For  more  than  four  long  years,  by  tke  exercise  of 
patience,  fortitude,  and  endurance,  the  people  of  Texas 
bore  up  under  the  heavy  weigM  of  this  moat  odious, 
unjust,  and  corrupt  of  all  their  governments,  either 
state  or  national. 

But  to  cap  the  climax  of  an  unenviable  notoriety :  at 
the  meeting  of  the  14th  Legislature,  after  a  fair  elec- 
tion ordered  by  himself,  iu  which  he  was  a  candidate 
for  re-election  and  was  overwhelmingly  beaten,  Grov. 
Davis  organized  armed  resistance  to  the  inauguration 
of  his  successful  competitoi'.  Gov.  Kichard  Coke,  and 
actually,  with  about  200  armed  men,  for  several  days 
after  his  term  had  expired,  held  forcible  possession 
of  the  basement  of  the  Texas  capitol,  while  he  tele- 
graphed to  President  Grant'  about  the  insmTeotion  of 
Texans,  tJie  great  dang&r  of  Ms  life,  am,d  h  egged  for 
the  natioi^s  arms  to  sustain  him  in  his  usui'pation. 

President  Grant  justly  declined  to  sustain  the  tena- 
cious office-holder,  by  which  he  caused  the  smashing 
all  to  flinders  of  the  glass  which  covered  his  pictwe 
in.  the  governor's  mansion,  the  aiiatehing  of  hispictti/re 
from  the  frame,  and  the  consignment  of  hispictm-e  to 
the  flames  of  the  executive  kitchen  ! 

The  cost  o£  the  military  and  carpet-bag  admiastra- 
tion  uader  the  i-eiga  of  Gov.  E.  J.  Davis  and  the 
notorious  12th  and  13th  Legislatures,  increased  from  a 
half   million  of  dollars  per  annum  to  ten  times  that 
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sum ;  and  to  give  an  idea  of  how,  after  more  than  fonr 
years  of  despotic  rule  over  Texas,  Governor  Davis  is 
estimated,  the  following  incident,  whicli,  took  place 
towards  the  end  of  his  eigu,  is  very  o^ropos ;  In 
Corpus  Christi  or  some  other  Western  town,  there 
lived  a  certain  man  named  Montgomeiy,  who  did  all 
he  could  to  elect  Davis's  candidate  for  the  Legislature, 
and  after  the  election  came  up  to  Austin,  when  Gov 
ernor  Davis,  true  to  his  promise,  gave  him  an  office. 

Montgomery  started  home,  "but  at  Lochhart,  hearing 
some  one  abusing  hia  friend,  Governor  Davis,  and 
calling  him  very  hard  names,  he  sti'uck  the  abuser, 
and  after  a  vei-y  severe  fight,  whipped  him. 

At  Victoria  the  same  thing  happened  with  a  similar 
result,  but  a  little  harder  fight. 

Arriving  at  home,  Montgomery  was  installed  into 
his  office  and  commenced  the  duties  thereof,  when, 
a  third  time,  hearing  Governor  Davis  very  severely 
abused,  he  again  essayed  to  whip  his  abuser.  But 
this  time  his  opponent,  although  rather  a  small  man, 
was  well  skilled  in  the  noble  art  of  self-defence,  and 
after  a  long  and  well-contested  struggle,  Montgomery 
sung  out  "  Enough !  "  after  which,  feeling  unable  to 
fight  Governor  Davis's  abusers  any  further,  he  sent  in 
his  resignation,  stating  his  experience  and  the  cause 
of  his  resignation,  whereu2:)on  Davis  declined  to  re- 
ceive his  resicrnation,  at  the  same  time  ordering  hia 
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appointee  to  stop  figMing,  with  thevery  pertinent  re- 
mai'k ; 

"  "Were  I  to  fight  every  Texan  who  speaks  ill  of  me, 
I  shonld  want  many  regiments  at  my  back." 

The  wise  policy  of  the  present  administration  of 
the  National  Government  in  permitting  Texans  to 
enjoy  the  invaluable  blessings  of  self-government 
without  Federal  interference  ia  fast  wiping  out,  to  my 
great  joy  and  satisfaction,  all  bitterness  of  feeling  ex- 
isting ia  the  Southern  heart  consequent  upon  a  long 
and  bloody  as  well  as  an  unsuccessful  war,  and  will 
cause  our  people  to  look  upon  their  Northern  brothers, 
not  as  conquerors  or  victorious  adversaries,  but  as 
joint  heirs  with  themselves  of  the  inestimable  inherit- 
ance of  constitutional  liberty  handed  down  to  Ameri- 
cans by  their  illustrious  Revolutionary  ancestors. 

It  can  be  tiuly  said  that  the  great  body  of  the  people 
of  Texas  desire  nothing  so  much  as  the  peace,  pros- 
perity, advancement  and  glory  of  the  great  American 
Union. 

They  see  in  this  their  own  progress,  but  in  another 
war  with  the  North,  even  were  they  the  victors,* 
they  see  demoralization,  credit  mobilier,  bribery,  cor- 
ruption and  individual   as  well   as  national  decay. 

*  It  took  four  long  yeara  for  the  ITortli,  with  tie  aid  of  mercenaiy  troopa 
from  Europe,  to  take  Iticbmood,  while  the  Prussiana  took  Paris  in  less  than 
one  year  ;  anS  yet  the  Fiench  had  often  overcome  Pcuesia  and  Austi'ia. 
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Their  interest  and  inclination  is  to  protect  and  defencl 
tlie  beautiful  and  glorioua  fabric  of  constitutional  lib- 
erty !  They  wlali  not  to  see  it  in  ruias,  like  the  Colos- 
seum and  the  Parthenon. 

They  would  not  have  the  govemmeat  of  their  an- 
cestors pointed  at  by  the  nations  of  the  world  as  a  sad 
and  mournful  vestige  of  departed  greatness  and  power, 
nor  do  they  wish  that  Washington,  Jefferson,  Adams, 
Franklin,  Madison  and  their  compatiiots,  the  revered 
founders  of  liberty  in  Ameiica,  should  have  lived  and 
struggled  in  vain ! 

Long  before  Gen.  Lee  said  hetboughthis  allegiance 
was  ftrst  due  to  Virginia,  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
Texas  said  liu  toasf/fst  dnie  to  Texas^  ilie  land  of  Ins 
adojption. 

A  monument  might  well  be  erected  to  the  Confed- 
erate dead,  with  the  inscription  similar  in  words  and 
as  true  in  fact  as  that  placed  over  the  heroes  of  Ther- 
mopyias : 

"  Tell  it  in  the  South,  0  atrartger  !  ilhat  we  died 
h&re  in  obedience  to  Jier  latvs !  " 

Yet,  instead  of  this,  it  has  been  attempted  by  some 
of  their  Northern  brethren  to  make  their  memoiy 
odious  by  prohibiting  the  decoration  of  their  graves  by 
their  surviving  comrades  and  frieuds  ! 

Oh,  that  tlie  gentlemen  of  tJiepress  of  Columbia,  in- 
spired by  the  heavenly  goddess,    instead  of  "  going 
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to  bed  at  nigM  and  rising  in  the  mommg "  witli 
tlieir  columns  polluted  witli  personal  scandal,  would 
turn  from  sucli  unwortliy  work  and  see  to  tlie  preser- 
vation and  advancement  of  tie  liberties  of  America, 
for  a  house  divided  against  itself  sJtall  not  sta/nd  !  * 
Since  tlie  abolition  of  slavery,  wliicli  Tesans  gen- 
erally look  upon  as  a  blessing  ia  disguise,  and  would 
not  re-eatablisli  to-morrow  had  they  the  power,  the 
money  formerly  expended  by  the  planters  "to  buy 
more  negroes  to  raise  more  cotton"  is  seeking  another 
channel  of  investment.  The  purchase  and  improve- 
ment of  real  estate  and  the  construction  of  railroads 
are  now  drawing  this  stii-plus  capital. 

And  notwithstanding  the  maladministration  of  E. 
J.  Davis,  the  H.  and  T.  C.  R.  R.  was  extended  through 
the  State  to  Red  River  and  to  the  cities  of  Austin 
and  Waco  ;  the  Intei'national  was  built  from  Rockdale 
to  Longview ;  the  Great  Northern  from  Houston  to 
Palestine  and  Minneola ;  the  Gulf,  Western  Texas  and 
Pacific  from  Indianola  to  Cuero  ;  and  the  Point  Isabel 
and  Brownsville  Railroad  now  connects  those  towns : 


*  The  H'ew  York  Sun  at  Sept.  33,  pleading  the  cause  of  poor  Louisiana,  to 
free  It^rfram  harpies  w/io  sSmJ  as  the}/  sHng,  nonaesoeDdingly  Bays  of  her 
noble  and  cMTalroua  aoas ;  "  E'er  the  mu  which  they  committed  they  have 
paid  tlie  dabt  ia  punishment,  and  yet  they  linger  on  in  a  misery  which  no 
people  have  ever  known  on  onr  continent  with  whom  the  English  language 
was  a,  mother  tongue  and  British  liberty  an  inheritance." 
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theB.  B.,  B.  and  W.  T.  E.  E.  has  "been  extended  west 
from  Columbus  towards  San  Antonio  as  far  as  Lu- 
ling ;  while  the  Texas  Pacific  was  extended  from  Mar- 
shall to  Dallas  and  Texarkana,  connecting  Sherman 
and  Bonham,  and  getting  within  eight  miles  of  Paris. 
This  road,  notwithstanding  the  late  financial  crisis 
and  the  great  stringency  in  the  money  market,  even 
without  the  aid  of  the  National  Government  in  guar- 
anteeing tlie  interest  on  its  bonds,  is  slowly  progress- 
ing westward. 

The  government  aided  the  Northern  Pacific  by 
guaranteeing  its  bonds  and  interest  to  the  amount  of 
888,400,000. 

When  the  Texas  Pacific  asked  Congress  to  aid  it  by 
the  guarantee  of  tKe  interest  on  its  bonds,  with  x^si'fact 
seawritnj,  it  was  denied  !  The,  Northern  Pacific  asked 
much,  and  it  was  granted ;  the  Texas  Pacific  asked  but 
little,  yet  that  little  was  refused,  although  the  latter 
is  a  much  better  road' for  government  purposes  than 
the  former  !  However,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Congress 
will  take  a  sober  second  thought  on  this  subject,  and 
grant  the  aid  asked  for  this  great  national  road. 

The  leading  Republican  journal  of  Kentucky,  the 
I/Oiiisville  Commercial^  thiis  speaks  of  the  national 
advantages  to  accrue  from  the  completion  of  this 
road : 

"In  the  first  place,  it  will  give  competition,  causinga 
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decline  in  rates  of  freiglits  and  passage,  as  the  Texas 
Pacific  can  afford  to  carry  at  less  rates  than  upper 
lines.  It  will  form  a  reliable  line  between  the  East 
and  the  West,  which  can  never  be  interrupted  by 
snow  blockades,  to  which  the  Union  and  Central  Pa- 
cific are  yearly  liable,  and  will  command  the  greater 
part  of  the  through  passenger  travel  during  the  win- 
ter months, 

"The  new  line  will  develop  a  rich  field  for  American 
trade  and  enterprise  in  N"ortheni  Mexico,  and  open 
up  mineral  fields  of  fabulous  richness  in  all  that  sec 
tion.  The  saving  to  the  government  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  troops,  munitions  of  war,  and  the  mails  will 
more  than  equal,  annually,  the  amount  of  interest 
guaranteed,  even  if  the  company  never  paid  back  one 
dollar.  The  line  will  form  a  perfect  protection 
against  the  ravages  of  the  Indians  in  Northern  and 
Western  Texas  and  Southern  California. 

"The  State  of  Texas  has  recently  passed  a  bill  to 
organize  seven  companies  of  minute  men,  which  will 
actually  cost  the  state  at  least  $500,000  to  perform  a 
duty  which  should  devolve  on  the  general  govern- 
ment. All  this  will  be  saved  by  the  completion  of 
this  great  enterprisa  It  will  attract  across  its  line 
much  of  the  commerce  of  the  Orient,  as  the  length  of 
rail  from  San  Diego  to  the  Atlantic  at  Charleston,  and 
Savannah  is  about  two-thirds  oi  the  distance  from 
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San  Frauciseo  to  New  York,  and,  owing  to  differ- 
ences iu  gi-ades  and  curvatures,  practically  but  one- 
lialf.  From  San  Diego  to  Galveston  tlie  distance  is 
but  1,767  miles,  against  3,315  by  the  Union  and  Cen- 
tral Pacific.  It  will  direct  a  stream  of  immigration 
to  tlie  South,  from  the  piny  woods  of  the  Cai'olinaa 
to  the  prairies  of  Texas,  and  infuse  new  life  into  the 
entire  railroad  system  of  the  South.  It  will  give  vi- 
tality to  the  now  inert  and  sluggish  cun'ent  of  South- 
em  commerce,  and  bind  the  entire  country, together 
with  closer  and  more  fraternal  ties.  Towns  and 
cities  win  spring  up  along  their  lines,  and  the  cotton 
will  be  manufactured  where  produced,  and  exported 
over  this  great  thoroughfare  to  China,  Japan,  and  In- 
dia. The  immense  mineral  resources  of  the  South  in 
iron  and  coal  will  be  utilized,  and  new  life  and  vigor 
infused  both  North  and  South." 

Since    annexation,    Texas  has  tad  the  following 
governors : 

J.  P.  Henderson,  from  1846  to  1847. 

Geokge  T.  Wood,  from  1847  to  1849. 

P.  H.  B]CLL,  from  1849  to  1853. 

E.  M.  Pease,  from  1853  to  1857. 

H.  R.  Runnels,  from  1857  to  1859. 

Sam  Houston,  ftom  1859  to  1861. 

Edward  Clark,  from  March  18,  1861,  to  end  of 
the  year. 
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V.  E.  Lubbock,  from  1861  to  1868. 

P.  MuEEAH,  from  1863  to  1866. 

A.  J.  Hajiiltoit,  from  1865  to  1866. 

J.  "W.  Theoodiobtob-,  from  1866  to  1867. 

E.  M.  Peabi;,  from  186V  to  1869. 

E.  J.  Davis,  fr-om  1869  to  18V4. 

EiOHAED  Coke,  from  1874  to . 
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CHAPTER  XVra. 

TEXAS    LAND    TITLES. 

r  I  "IHE  earliest  titles  to  land  in  Texas  emanated  from 
-'-  tlie  kings  of  Spain,  wlio,  being  good  Catkolics, 
claimed  tlirougli  tlie  Pope  of  Rome,  who,  as  the  suc- 
cessor of  St.  Peter  and  vicegerent  of  the  Son  of  God 
on  earth,  deiived  his  title  from  the  Almighty ;  hence 
the  old  Spanish  titles  or  testmionios  for  labors, 
leagues,  one-third  and  one-fourth  of  a  league,  and 
eleven  leagues,  issued  prior  to  the  13th  of  November, 
1835,  either  by  the  Spanish  or  Mexican  Government, 
being  of  divine  origin,  have  been  generally  held  by  the 
courts  of  Tesas  to  be  good,  but  titles  issued  between 
the  13th  of  November,  1835  (when  the  Consultation 
closed  the  land  offices),  and  the  14th  December,  1837, 
have  beeeu  adjudged  worthless. 

On  the  13th  of  December,  1837,  the  Congress  of 
the  Republic  of  Texas  passed  the  act  establishing 
a  General  Land  Office,  which  was  immediately  vetoed 
by  President  Houston,  but  on  the  next  day  passed 
over  his  veto  by  constitutional  majorities  of  both 
houses,  and  became  the  law  of  the  land — and  from 
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this  office  liave  issued  all  titles  to  laads  in  Texas  since 
the  14th  of  December,  1837. 

By  ordinances  and  decrees  of  the  Consultation  at 
San  Felipe,  passed  the  24th  of  ISIovember  and  the 
5th  and  Hth  of  December,  1835,  every  noneomnuB- 
sioned  officer,  private,  di-ummer,  and  fifer  of  the 
regula/r  and  volunteer  armies  of  Texas,  were  granted 
bounties  of  640  acres,  or  one  mile  square  of  land  each, 
which,  iu  ease  of  death  or  disability  in  the  service,  was 
to  descend  to  their  heirs  or  legal  representatives. 

By  acta  of  the  Convention  and  Congress,  the  bounty 
to  soldiers  was  increased  to  1930  acres  for  all  who 
volunteered  or  enlisted  for  during  the  war,  while 
volunteers  for  three  months  were  granted  320,  for  six 
months  640,  for  nine  months  960,  and  for  twelve 
months  and  upwai'ds  1280  aares. 

The  acts  of  December  5  and  10,  1836,  and  June  12, 
1837,  for  frontier  protection,  extended  the  same  boun- 
ties to  the  Rangers. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  1837,  the  Congress  of 
Texas  granted  to  each  living  hero  of  San  Jacinto,  San 
Antonio,  Goliad,  and  the  Alamo,  and  the  heirs  of  the 
dead,  one  mile  square  of  land. 

A  joint  resolution  of  December  10,  1841,  granted 
to  the  soldiers  enlisted  under  the  act  approved  Decem- 
ber 21,  1838,  for  frontier  protection,  a  bounty  of  240 
acres  each,  and  on  the  11th  of  February,  1S52,  the 
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State  of  Texas  granted  a  bounty  of  350  acres  of  land 
each  to  the  members  of  a  company  of  Rangers  com 
manded  by  Capt.  "Wm.  Becknell  in  1836. 

These  hounty  land  claims  came  before  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  the  Adjntant-G-eneral,  who,  upon  the 
presentation  of  regular  discharges  signed  by  company 
officers  and  countersigned  by  some  field  officer  or 
commander  of  a  post,  issued  the  howiity  Imid  war- 
rants. 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  Republic,  section  ten, 
general  provisions,  adopted  March  17,  1836,  every 
head  of  a  family  then  living  in  Texas,  who  had  not  re- 
ceived his  portion  of  land  as  a  colonist,  was  entitled 
to  one  league  and  one  labor  of  land,  and  every  single 
man  of  the  age  of  seventeen  and  upwards  was  entitled 
to  the  third  of  a  league. 

Orphans  of  those  entitled  to  land  under  the  coloniza- 
tion laws  of  Mexico  were  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of 
tlieir  parents  at  the  time  of  their  death. 

The  twenty-ninth  section  of  the  act  of  the  14th 
of  December,  1837,  entitled  every  head  of  a  family 
who  arrived  in  Texas  after  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, but  previous  to  the  1st  of  October,  1837, 
to  1280,  and  all  single  men  to  640  acres;  and  if  they 
married  before  the  Ist  of  October,  1837,  they  were 
entitled  to  an  additional  640  acres,  upon  condition 
that  they  should  reside  three  years  in  Texas,  "  and 


dbyGoogle 


HISTORY  OF  TEXAS.  471 

do  and  perform  all  the  duties  required  of  other  like 
citizens." 

The  twenty-third  section  of  the  same  act  entitled  all 
single  men  who  were  by  the  Constitution  entitled  to  a 
third  of  a  league,  to  two-thirda  of  a  league  additional, 
on  condition  of  gettmg  married  within  the  nest 
twelve  months  thereafter. 

Under  these  wise  and  salutary  provisions,  which 
passed  the  Senate  unanimously,  the  morals  as  well  as 
fortunes  of  the  early  immigrants  improved.  Young 
men  quit  playing  poker  on  Sundays  and  went  to 
church ;  barbers,  tailors,  and  dancing-masters  were  em- 
ployed ;  horse-racing  and  cock-fighting  were  neglected, 
and  our  gay  and  festive  bachelors  capered  nimbly 
with  sporting  i^icks  before  tlieir  amorous  looTdng- 
glasses  ! 

Camp-meetings  in  the  wilderness  were  frequent ; 
balls  and  parties  became  fashionable. 

There  was  a  sound  of  revelry  by  night, 

And  our  Texan  parlors  gathered  then 
Their  beauty  and  their  chivalry,  and  bright 

The  lamps  shone  over  fair  women  and  iiravo  men ; 
k.  thousand  heai'ts  beat  happily ;  and  when 

Music  arose  with  its  voluptuous  swell, 
Soft  eyes  looked  love  to  eyes  which  spoke  again, 

And  all  w^t  merry  with  the  marriage-bell. 

It  has  been  said  that  a  minister  stood  on  one  side  of 
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tlie  Brazos,  and,  the  river  being  up,  witli  no  means  of 
crossing  it,  actually  ma/rried  a  Gowple  standing  on  the 
oppodte  hanh. 

Even  General  Honaton  was  beard  to  exclaim  In  one 
of  his  public  speeches, 

"  The  world  was  sad— the  garden  was  a  wild ; 
And  man,  the  tennit,  sighed — till  woman  smiled." 

Heaven,  was  propitious,  or  if  a  little  Homeric  fancy 
might  be  excused,  the  gods  and  goddesses  of  high 
Olyrapus  gave  their  approving  nod, 

"  And  coining  events  cast  theiv  shadows  before  ;  " 

while  apron-strings  reminded,  poetically,  the  ex-baehe- 
lors 

"  Of  linked  Bweetncss  long  drawn  out." 

Indeed  the  population  increased,  and  Texas  flourished 
under  this  benign  legislation  of  the  early  Soloiis  of  the 
Republic. 

The  act  of  January  4, 1839,  granted  to  heads  of  fam- 
ilies who  might  immigrate  before  January  1,  1840, 
640  acres,  and  to  single  men  of  the  age  of  seventeen 
and  upwards  330  acres,  conditioned  on  a  pei-manent 
residence  of  three  years,  and  performing  all.  the  duties 
of  citizens  for  that  term. 

Seeing  the  splendid  and  beneficent  effect  of  these 
Jieadnight  grmits,  the  great  and  good  men  who  eom- 
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posed  the  Congress  of  Texas,  on  the  16th  of  Jiinu- 
aiy,  1843,  extended  the  time  of  these  grants  to  im- 
migrants from  the  Ist  of  January,  1840,  to  the  1st  of 
January,  1842. 

The  law  of  December  14,  1837,  creating  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  also  provided  for  the  election,  by 
joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  Congress,  of  a  Board  of 
Land  Gommissioners  for  each  county,  composed  of  a 
president  and  two  associates,  for  the  purpose  of  inves- 
tigating all  claims  on  the  government  for  headrighta 
to  lands,  and  granting  certificates  to  all  persons  by  law 
entitled  to  them. 

This  law  was  superseded  by  the  act  of  January  26, 
1839,  which  made  the  chief  justices  of  counties,  the 
associate  justices,  and  the  county  clerks,  boards  of 
land  commissioners  for  their  respective  counties,  sub- 
ject to  the  same  laws  prescribed  for  the  action  of  the 
former  boards. 

By  the  act  of  May  13,  1846,  county  courts  were  in- 
vested with  all  the  powers  of  land  commissioners. 

The  acts  of  January  15,  1841,  and  January  16, 
1843,  extended  the  authority  of  the  chief  justice  and 
associate  justices  to  issue  certificates  of  headrlghts  to 
immigrants. 

The  act  of  February  7,  1853,  provided  that  the 
functions  of  the  various  boards  of  land  commissioners 
should  cease  December  31,  1853,  but  they  were  again 
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revived  by  tlie  act  of  Febraary  4,  1854,  and  by  the 
law  of  January  8,  1863,  tlie  county  courts  were  re- 
quired to  take  proofs  and  forward  former  reports  on 
unconditional  certificates,  wliere,  from  neglect  or 
other  causes,  they  had  not  been  entered  and  reported 
to  the  General  Laud  OfBce. 

All  appeal  was  allowed  from  the  county  court,  as  it 
had  been  from  the  boards  of  land  commissioners,  to 
the  district  court,  hence  many  headright  certificates 
were  issued  by  the  district  courts  of  the  various  coun- 
ties on  appeal,  as  well  as  under  the  act  of  February 
4,  1841,  which  gave  them  original  jurisdiction  for 
hearing  cases  and  granting  headright  certificates  to 
all  persons  by  law  entitled  to  them,  who  had  not  re- 
ceived them  or  who  held  certificates  not  recoraw-eThded 
by  the  board  of  land  commissioners  appointed  to 
detect  fraudulent  certiiicates.  The  acts  of  August  1, 
1856,  January  16,  1858,  February  16,  1858,  and  Feb 
ruary  V,  1860,  gave  the  Commissioner  of  Land  Claims 
the  power  to  grant  certificates  to  all  persons  entitled 
to  them  by  law,  who  bad  not  received  them. 

The  old  Texans  often  bought  and  sold  their  homes, 
lands,  and  Icmd  cei'tifioates,  and  from  the  value  of  the 
latter,  wicted  men  who  delight  in  evil  deeds  forged  or 
caused  the  issuance  of  fraudulent  cm'tificates,  and  sold 
or  located  them.  When  detected,  these  rascals  espiated 
their  crimes  by  serving  in  the  penitentiary  for  a  time 
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not  lesa  than  two  nor  more  than  five  yeai's.  In  order  to 
checkmate  these  villains,  ike  Travelling  Boards  of  Land 
Commisslonera  to  detect  fraudulent  land  certificates 
■were  created  January  29,  1840,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
inspect  the  records  of  the  various  county  boards  of 
land  commissioners,  and  from  satisfactory  evidence 
ascertain  and  report  all  genuine  certificates  to  the 
General  Land  Office.  This  was  done,  and  all  the  old 
genuine  certificates  and  patented  lands  are  now  con- 
tained in  printed  books  taken  from  the  records  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  including  titles  issued  by  the 
governments  of  Spain  and  Mexico,  headrights  issued 
by  the  district  and  supreme  coui'ts,  by  special  laws, 
by  the  commissioner  of  claims,  and  bounty  and  dona- 
tion warrants  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  Wai'  and  Ad- 
jutant-General. 

By  laws  passed  December  6  and  10, 1836,  June  9, 
December  3,  9,  and  14,  1837,  land  scrip  was  issued 
for  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of  land,  and  pat- 
ents authorized  to  be  issued  for  the  same. 

An  act  of  January  26,  1839,  granted  three  leagues 
of  land  to  each  county  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing a  primary  school  or  academy  in  every  county 
in  the  republic.  '  This  act  was  repealed  illegally  by 
the  present  Constitution  of  the  State. 

By  acts  of  January  22,  1845,  February  10,  1853, 
and  February  7,  1853,  pre-emptions  of  320  acres  were 
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gi'anted  to  actual  settlers  on  tlie  public  domain,  wlio 
had  resided  on  and  cultivated  the  same  for  three  years. 
The  320  acres  were  reduced,  by  act  of  February 
13, 1854,  to  160  acres,  which,  by  the  law  of  August 
12,  1870,  is  still  granted  to  heads  of  families,  and  80 
acres  to  single  men  twenty-one  years  old,  lapon  condi- 
tion that  they  select,  locate,  and  occupy  the  same  for 
three  years. 

By  law  lands  were  gi'anted  to  colonists  introd;iced 
by  Peters,  Castro,  Fisher  tfe  Miller,  640  acres  to  heads 
of  families,  and  320  acres  to  single  men. 

The  act  of  December  15,  1863,  encouraged  the 
erection  of  manufacturing  establishments  of  iron,  cot- 
ton, wool,  fire-aiTQS,  nitre,  sulphur,  powder,  paper,  salt, 
oil,  etc,  granting  320  acres  of  land  for  every  $1,000  so 
invested. 

For  the  encouragement  of  railroads  to  aid  and  fa- 
cilitate the  development  of  the  vast  resources  of  Texas 
lying  dormant  in  her  immense  forests  and  prairies,  the 
Legislatures  of  1854  and  1856  granted  10,240  acres 
of  land  per  mile,  and  loaned  $6,000  per  mile,  in  money, 
at  six  per  cent,  interest  per  annum,  for  eveiy  mile  of 
railroad  to  be  constructed  in  the  State. 

Since  then  grants  of  lands  to  railroad  companies 
have  been  increased  to  20  sections,  or  12,800  acres  per 
mile. 

By  the  act  of  the  14th  of  December,  1837,  each 


dbyGoogle 


mSTOUY  OF  TEXAS.  47^ 

Burveyor  was  required,  as  soon  as  pi'aetieabl^  to  make 
out  or  procure  a  mwp  of  his  county,  on  whicli  plats 
of  all  the  granted  lands  in  each  county  should  be 
made,  so  as  to  make  a  fair  showing  of  the  same.  The 
acts  of  February  4  and  5,  1840,  and  May  11,  1846, 
more  completely  enforced  this  provision.  Titles  to 
land  in  Texas  also  emanate  from  sheriffs  and  tax-col- 
lectors. 

Unpaid  judgments  and  taxes  are  liens  upon  the 
lands  of  persons  owning  them,  but  a  judgment  to 
bind  land  outside  of  the  county  where  the  judgment 
is  obtained  must  be  recorded  in  the  county  where  the 
land  lies  if  ia  a  State  court,  but  if  in  a  United  States 
court  it  binds  only  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court.  However,  judgment  liens  become  donnant  un- 
less executions  issue  "vvithin  twelve  months  from  the 
date  of  judgments. 

So,  notwithstanding,  the  amount  of  titled  land  and 
the  various  tenures  by  which  it  is  held,  the  records  of 
the  district  courts  of  the  different  countins  of  the 
State,  wherein  deeds  of  all  kinds  to  land  are  required 
to  be  recorded  in  order  to  make  liens  or  titles  valid, 
the  records  of  the  United  States  courts  in  Texas,  and 
the  records  pf  the  General  Land  Office,  whence  all 
patents  emanate,  afEord  very  good  evidence  of  good  or 
bad  titles  to  land  in  Texas. 
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Mina,  Bastrop,— The  Colorado  Valley,— Jones  RiverB  and  Phil  Claiborne. — 
Brenham^with  descriptions  ai  Bastrop,  I'ayette,  "Washington,  Nacog. 
doches,  San  Augustine,  Sabine,  Shelby,  Panola  and  Hariisou  Counties. — ■ 
Scenes  and  Incidents. — -Sam  Graves,  Tom  Ochiltree,  etc. 

"O  ASTEOP  13  a  pleasaat  little  village  nearly  half- 
-*-  way  between  Austin  and  La  Grange,  on  tlie  Colo- 
rado  River,  containing  about  1,000  or  1,500  inhabi- 
tants. 

It  was  first  called  Mina,  but  was  afterwards  re- 
named Bastrop,  in  lionor  of  Baron  de  Bastrop,  wlio 
gave  to  the  corporation  four  leagues  of  land. 

Tlie  valley  of  the  Colorado  above  and  below  Bas- 
trop is  exceedingly  rieh  and  productive.  The  old 
stage  route  fi'om  Austin  to  La  Grange  crosses  the  river 
four  times,  and  after  travelling  it  and  beholding  the 
bounties  of  nature  spread  out  before  me,  I  have 
esteemed  it  as  beautiful  and  as  attractive  as  any  other 
portion  of  Texas,  abounding  in  fish  and  game,  and 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey. 

In  Bastrop  resides  the  ancient  friend  and  compan- 
ion of  the  celebrated  Jones  Rivers,  renowned  Phil 
Claiborne,  who,  as  landlord  and  lawyer,  as  well  as  the 
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beloved  associate  of  Col.  Rivers,  commands  liistoria 
attention. 

Many  interesting  stories  are  told  of  them,  two  of 
wMch  are  as  follows ; 

One  morning,  wLile  at  Georgetown  attending  court, 
they,  witli  others,  met  in  the  hotel  parlor,  when  Phil 
ashed  his  friend :  "  How  are  you  this  morning, 
Jones  ? " 

Col.  Rivers,  putting  on  a  solemn  countenance, 
answered ; 

"  Very  well,  I  thanlc  you,  Phil ;  but  I  had  a  very 
strange  dream  last  night.  I  dreamed  that  I  was  dead 
and  in  heaven,  and,  to  my  astonishment,  I  saw  you 
enter  the  heavenly  kingdom." 

Phil  exhibited  great  astonishment  at  this  informa- 
tion, and  earnestly  requested  his  fi'ieud  to  tell  him 
how  he  acted  on  the  occasion. 

"  Well,  sir,"  answered  Rivers,  "  you  came  in  just 
about  as  you  did  into  this  parlor  a  moment  ago,  stepped 
up  to  Mr.  Clay,  and  shaldng  him  warmly  by  the  hand, 
you  said  :  '  Why,  Heniy  Clay,  how  do  you  do  \ ' 

"  Then  you  shook  Mr.  Webster  by  the  hand, 
saying  :  '  Why,  Daniel  Webster,  how  do  you  do  \ ' 

"Then,  with  equal  familiarity  you  shook  hands 
with  John  C.  Calhoun,  Gen.  Jackson,  George  Wash- 
ington, and  finally,  pushing  Gens.  Houston  and  Rusk 
out  of  the  way,  saying,  '  Sam  !    Tom  !    let  me  pass,' 
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you  stepped  Tip  to  tlie  Saviour  of  the  world,  and,  slap- 
ping him  oa  the  shoulder,  exclaimed :  '  Why,  Jesus 
Christ,  ole  fel,  how  do  you  do  ?  I  heard  oi  you  when 
I  was  a  boy  ! '  " 

A  loud  peal  of  his  inimitable  laughter  was  Phil's 
only  answer  to  this  story  of  Col.  Rivers. 

Phil  Claiborne  never  received  a  classical  education, 
and  it  is  said  Col.  Eivers  used  to  amuse  himself  and 
the  ci'owd  by  relating  such  stories  as  the  following : 
"A  party  of  us,  including  Henry  Clay,  Madam 
Le  Vert,  Mark  Antony  and  his  wife  Susan  B.,  left 
Kew  Orleans  by  steamer  for  St.  Louis.  Everything 
went  on  veiy  pleasantly— laughing,  talking  and  play- 
ing whist  until  we  got  to  Vicksburg,  when  Julius 
Csesar,  Cleopatra,  and  old  Tom  Benton  got  on  board, 
soon  after  which,  old  Tom,  Mark  Antony,  Julius 
Caesar  and  myself  went  to  playing  seven-np  for  the 
whiskey  and  cigars. 

"  "We  were  playing  the  fourth  game  when  Mark 
Antony,  looking  toward  the  ladies'  cabin,  exclaimed, 
pointing  his  finger  in  that  direction,  '  Great  Jove ! 
look,  Julius ! ' 

"  Csesar  and  all  of  us  looked  and  beheld  Heury 
Clay  with  his  ai'm  around  Cleopatra,  waltzing  about 
the  cabin  in  fine  style  ;  and,  Phil,  it  would  have  done 
you  good  to  see  the  fire  fiashiu  old  Csesar's  eyes,  for 
he  was  jealous  and  powerful  fond  of  Cleopatrat 
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"In  jumping  to  liis  feet,  lie  overturned  the  table 
and  made  for  Mr.  Clay  furiously,  but  as  lie  entered 
the  ladies'  cabin,  Madam  Le  Vert,  with  one  of  her 
irresistible  smiles,  motioned  Cfesar  to  take  a  seat  by 
her  side.  He  did  so ;  and,  Phil,  I  never  saw  the  supe- 
riority of  our  American  women  over  the  ladies  of 
Eome  more  fuUy  displayed  than  on  this  occasion ! 
Actually,  sir,  Madam  Le  Vert  fascinated  the  whole 
party,  and  even  caused  Henry  Clay  to  divide  his  atten- 
tion between  her  and  Cleopatra,  which  made  the  wily 
Egyptian  bite  her  lips  in  mortification  and  chagrin. 

"  At  Memphis,  Daniel  Webster  and  Mrs.  Hemans 
came  aboard,  and  I  tell  you  what,  Phil,  there  was 
more  hugging  and  kissing  and  fun  and  frolic  on  the 
whole  trip  than  I  ever  saw  before." 

Here  Phil  inteiTupted  his  friend  and  wanted  to 
know  if  Mrs.  Hemans,  the  poetess,  either  kissed  or 
hugged  any  one  on  the  trip,  and  being  informed  that 
she  was  seen  frequently  to  kiss  and  fall  lovingly  into 
the  arms  of  Mr.  Webster,  he  remarked  earnestly  ; 

"  Well,  Jones,  I  have  a  copy  of  Mrs.  Hemans's 
poems  at  home,  and  my  wife  and  children  have  been 
reading  it,  but  as  soon  as  I  get  bacli,  you  may  bet 
your  bottom  dollar  I  shall  bum  it  up." 

Thus  would  Col.  Rivers  mingle  ancient  and  modern 
historical  celebrities  in  his  stories  for  the  amusement 

of  his  less  erudite  friend. 
21 
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CoL  Claiborne  is  a  true  believer  in  tlie  Bible  and 
Christianity,  and  it  is  said  of  Hni  that,  once  on  a  time, 
being  in  the  congregation  of  the  faithful,  he  was  called 
upon  to  exhort,  ■when,  drawing  from  his  pocket  a 
small  Bible  of  about  two  by  three  inches  in  size,  he 
read  from  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount ;  "  Whatsoever 
ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  you  even 
so  unto  them."  Then  holding  the  Scriptures  up  be- 
fore the  audience  and  turning  over  its  sacred  pages, 
he  spoke  as  fallows  ; 

"  This  book,  my  dying  friends,  is  the  Bible,  and 
these  are  the  words  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  wrote  as 
no  man  ever  wrote  and  spoke  as  no  man  ever  spoke, 
and  I  pledge  you  my  word  and  honor  as  a  gentle- 
man, the  Bible  is  a  good  egg  and  Jesus  Christ  is  no 
sardine ! 

"  He  went  about  the  world,  not  like  a  roaring  lion 
seeking  whom  he  might  devour,  but  doing  good- 
healing  the  wounded,  curing  the  sick,  consoling  the 
unfortunate,  changing  water  into  wine,  and  command- 
ing us  poor,  erring  mortals  to  drink  it  in  remembrance 
of  Him — God  bless  Him ! — and  that  we  should  inherit 
eternal  life ! 

"  N'ow,  my  friends,  let  its  reason  together.  Sup- 
pose you  lose  all  your  property,  you  can  work  for 
more  ;  if  you  lose  your  wives  yon  might  marry  again! 
"Were  you  to  lose  your  children,  you  might  get  more : 
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but  ii  you  lose  your  immortal  souls,  up  the  spout  you 
go ! " 

Shortly  aiter  tliis  exhibition  of  his  piety,  Pliil  met 
with  some  friends  down-town,  and  after  drinking  hot 
Scotches  and  Tom  and  Jerries,  he  started  home  load- 
ed down  to  the  guards ;  but  on  the  way,  becoming 
weary  of  his  burden,  lie  braced  himself  up  against 
a  horse-rack,  and  was  throwing  overboard  his  un- 
healthy cargo,  when  a  passing  friend  came  up  and 
inquired  ; 

"  Phil,  are  you  sick  ?  " 

Straightening  himself  up  to  his  full  height,  he  very 
contemptuously  answered : 

"  You  must  be  a  d d  fool !  do  you  suppose  I'm 

puking  for  fun  ?  " 

Arriving  at  his  room  ho  became  deathly  sick,  when, 
moved  by  his  abiding  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  prayer, 
he  fell  upon  his  knees  and  besought  the  Lord  to 
spare  his  life  and  heal  him,  promising  most  solemnly 
never  to  get  drunk  again ;  at  which  moment  the 
prayer  of  Jones  Rivers  from  the  next  room  came 
very  distinctly  to  his  ears,  and  was  in  effect  that 
the  Lord  should  not  hearken  to  Phil  Claiborne's  pe- 
tition and  spare  his  life— if  He  did,  Phil  would  be 
drunk  again  in  less  than  a  week,  and  would  finally 
die  in  his  sins  1  "  Take  him  now,  O  Lord  ! "  prayed 
E-ivers,  "while  the  boon  most  deai"  to  Heaven,  the 
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first  tear  of  tlie  repentant  sinner,  is  in  liis  eyes,  or 
Phil  Claiborne  may  be  irrevocably  lost ! " 

But  as  he  once  said  to  Judge  Devine  in  behalf  of 
this  same  friend,  it  is  human  to  err  and  divine  to  for- 
give, the  prayer  of  Col.  Rivers  ascended  not  higher 
than  his  head,  and  Phil  Claiborne  is  still  a  living 
monument  of  God's  mercy  and  c 


BREMHAM  AND  WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

Washington,  on  the  Brazos,  once  tKe  capital  of 
Texas,  twenty  miles  northeast  of  Brenham,  was  the 
first  county-seat  of  "Washington  County  ;  Mount  Vei'- 
non,  five  miles  west  of  Brenham,  was  the  second 
county-seat ;  and  Brenham,  named  in  honor  of  Dr. 
Brenham,  one  of  the  unfortunate  Texans  who  lost 
their  lives  in  the  ill-fated  Mier  expedition,  was  made 
the  third,  and  laid  ofi  into  a  town  in  January, 
1844. 

It  is  beautifully  located  on  sandy  soil  in  tlie  heart 
.  of  one  of  the  richest  bodies  of  land  in  Texas,  ninety- 
three  miles  east  of  Austin,  and  twenty -one  miles  west 
of  Hempstead,  on  the  western  branch  of  the  Houston 
and  Texas  Central  Railroad.  It  contains  about 
4,000  inhabitants,  and  although  it  has  been  nearly 
burnt  up  five  times  since  the  war,  the  first  time  by 
order  of  lieut.  G.  W.  Smith,  commander  of  the  post  in 
1866,  yet  it  is  now  steadily  improving. 
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In  1840,  ill  tlie  District  Court  of  Washiugton 
County,  Hon,  E.  E,  Baylor  presiding,  tke  celebrated 
case  of  Coles  vs.  Kelsey  was  being  tried,  when  Judge 
Baylor  said  to  Three-Legged  Willie,  who  was  some- 
what under  the  influence  of  inspiring  bold  John  Bar- 
leyeoi'n  and  annoying  to  the  court : 

"  Mr.  Williamson,  take  your  ^eat,  sir  !  " 
Three  Legs  straightened  himself  up,  and  looking 
defiantly  at  Judge  Baylor,  said  indignantly :  "  I  sha'n't 
do  it,  sir  !  " 

Judge  Baylor  calmly  took  up  his  pen  and  was  in 
the  act  of  imposing  a  fine  for  contempt,  when  Willie 
said: 

"Ah,  sir  !  I  beg  pardon  of  the  court!  and  as  the 
court  has  ordered  me  to  sit  down  I  will  do  so,  with 
the  express  understanding  that  I  shall  get  up  again ! " 
Then  sitting  down  he  exclaimed :  "  Now  I'm  down ! " 
and  immediately  rising, he  exclaimed:  "  Now  I'm  up !  '^ 
The  inimitable  acting  of  the  man  caused  the  Judge' 
to  smile  and  the  crowded  court-house  to  roar  \^'ith 
laughter. 

Kacogdoches,  once  the  largest  town  in  Texas,  ia 
pleasantly  situated  on  sandy  soil  in  the  fork  of  the 
Lananas,  two  beautiful  streams  -with  gravelly  beds, 
which,  after  uniting,  flow  into  the  Angelina. 

At  present  it  contains  about  1,500  inhabitants  and 
is  the  county-seat  of  Nacogdoches  County,  one-half  of 
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which,  the  famous  red  land,  is  quite  productive  and 
well  timbered,  and  ia  watered  by  the  Carissa,  Atas- 
cosa, Mast  and  Bear  Creeks,  which  afford  fine  water- 
power,  and  upon  which  a  few  mills  have  been 
erected. 

Kacogdoches  was  settled  about  1V14,  which  the  date 
on  the  old  stone  house  attests,  was  depopulated  in  1819 
during  the  invasion  led  by  Gen.  James  Long,*  and 
suffered  much  from  the  Fredonian  war  of  1827,t  yet 
in  1835  it  numbered  3,500  inhabitants. 

Here  resided  Generals  Houston  and  Rusk,  Henry 
Raguet,  and  the  lamented  Col.  James  Reiley,  who  fell 
in  battle  at  Franklin,  Louisiana,  nobly  struggling  for 
Southern  rights. 


*  Dr.  James  Long,  of  Katchcz,  with  soyentj-fiTe  followei's,  act  out  foe 
Tesas  on  the  17th.  Jane,  1810,  was  joined  on  the  wav  by  itherg  anl  on 
arriving  at  Kacogdochaa  Ms  force  waa  300  men  with  ■whom  he  toot  posoes 
sion  of  Nanogdochea  and  the  surrounding  coimtiy  proclaimpfl  Tpsts  frpc 
and  organized  a  goTemment.  He  visited  LaStte  at  GilvestDn  and  tned  to 
get  Mm  to  unite  thoir  forces.  Lafitte  declined  Lonj,  *<  forces  were  soon 
after  attacked,  defeated  and  expelled  from  the  ooantrj  while  he  himself 
was  captured,  taken  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  put  to  death  Thus  ended 
this  inglorious  attempt  to  make  a  republic  of  Texas 

f  In  the  Fredonian  war  "  one  incn  was  kiUed  and  Un  or  tmdvi^  wmaided 
It  consisted  in  the  very  slight  resistance  of  the  ompre^ano  Hwdpn  Dd 
wards,  to  his  expulsion  from  Texas  hyGov  Blanco  Edwiiii  tiiel  to 
unite  with  the  Indians  hut  failed,  and  left  thp  lountvr  Hi^  rontii  t  was 
atoogated,  and  the  torritory  embi'aoed  in  it  wis  iividi^d  bet\  cpn  Di\id  6 
Burnet  and  Joseph  Vehlin,  as  empresarios." 
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Here,  in  1836,  the  pnreiearted,  noble-minded,  and 
dearly-beloved  Soutliern  hero,  Robert  E.  Lee,  was  sta- 
tioned with  his  regiment  of  United  States  regulars, 
and  here  he  was  promoted  from  the  rank  of  second  to 
that  of  first  lieutenant. 

The  writer  frequently  met  G-en.  Lee  while  in  San 
Antonio,  and  for  some  time  ate  at  the  same  table  with 
him  while  he  wa^  lieutenant-colonel,  and  was  forcibly 
struck  with  the  purity  of  his  manners  and  the  dignity 
of  his  bearing. 

After  the  war,  his  efforts  to  restore  harmony  and 
good-will  between  Americans  so  exalted  him  in  the 
estimation  of  the  Northern  people,  as  to  draw  fi-om  a 
leading  journal  of  New  York  City  the  very  truthful 
compliment : 

"Never  did  mother  give  birth,  to  a  nobler  son." 

San  Augustine,  Sabine,  and  Sbell)y  Counties,  lying 
east  of  Nacogdoches  County,  partake  of  the  same  cbar- 
acter  of  soil  and  timber  to  be  found  in  the  latter,  the 
timber  consisting  principally  in  pine,  oak,  and  hickory. 
They  are  watered  by  the  Attoyac,  Patrone,  Towash, 
Flat  Fork,  Caney,  and  other  rippling  pei'ennial 
streams. 

Panola  and  Harrison  Counties,  lying  north  of  Shel- 
by, are  also  fine  farming  and  cotton-growing  sections, 
but  Carthage,  the  county-seat  of  Panola,  is  not  quite 
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SO  populous  as  its  namesake,  the  old  rival  of  Home, 
was,  nor  is  Mai-shall,  formerly  styled  the  Athens  of 
Texas,  so  large  ae  Jefferson,  fifteen  niUes  north  of  it, 
although  the  great  eastern  depot  and  machine-shop  of 
the  Texas  Pacific  Raili'oad  has  been  located  there. 

Bnt  Marshall  is  a  distinguished  place,  for  here  Gov- 
ernors Henderson,  Clark,  and  Murrah,  Wigfall,  Ochil- 
tree, Jennings,  Mills,  Hill,  Frazier,  Adams,  Mahone, 
Poag,  Pope,  and  other  distinguished  members  of  the 
Texas  bar  once  lived,  and  on  the  rostrum  and  from  the 
press  eloquently  uttered 

"  Thoughts  that  breathe,  and  words  that  bum," 
"  Their  tougues 
Dropt  maana,  aud  could  make  Uie  worse  appea 
Tlie  better  reason,  to  perplex  aud  daeh 
Maturest  couusels." 

Here  took  place  the  celebrated  game  of  poker  be- 
tween his  Honor  John  T.  MiUs  and  Governor  Hender- 
son, wherein  several  hundred  dollars  and  a  new  trial 
in  the  Snowdon  case  were  said  to  have  been  lost  and 
won  on  the  same  hand. 

At  any  rate,  in  the  morning,  after  taking  his  seat  on 
the  bench,  the  first  oi'der  made  by  his  Honor,  and  that, 
too,  withont  solicitation  from  any  one,  was  for  a  new 
trial  in  the  Snowdon  case. 

In  Marshall  still  resides  that  amiable  associate,  good 
citizen,  and  indulgent  father,  Judge  George  E.  Ad 
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kiiia,  a  fair  sample  of  tlie  old  Texas  g&iitUma/ti,  who, 
many  yeai's  ago,  wliile  holding  court  up-etairs,  was 
annoyed  by  a  game  of  faro  going  on  down-atairs. 
Af  tei'  ordering  tlie  sheriff  to  stop  the  game,  and  being 
informed  of  the  refusal  of  the  sportsmen  to  obey  hia 
order,  he  adjourned  his  coui't  for  fifteen  minutes,  and 
being  experienced  in  the  game,  commenced  betting, 
and  within  the  fifteen  minutes  broke  the  bant  and 
again  opened  hie  court,  which  thereafter  was  not  dis- 
turbed by  the  broken  gamblers. 

Here  I  first  met  that  ra/ra  avis  in  terris,  the  golden- 
haired  hero  and  most  celebrated  and  mimitable  story 
teller,  Tom  Ochiltree,  whose  name  is  familiar  not  only 
in  Texas  and  the  United  States,  but  also  in  England, 
France,  Germany,  and  the  other  great  nations  of  the 
world.  When  but  a  boy,  Tom  gave  promise  of  his 
future  grand  financial  ideas  in  dealing  faro  from  an 
old  sardine-box  to  his  associate  xu:chins,  and  refusing 
to  turn  for  less  than  a  dime. 

"Who  put  that  ar  five-center  down  there  ?"  he  in- 
dignantly inquired. 

"  I  put  it  there,  Tom,"  answered  one  of  the  little 
fellows. 

"  Well,  you  take  it  up,"  rejoined  Tom,  "  for  I  sha'n't 
turn  for  less  nor  a  dime  !  " 

It  is  said  that  Major  Ochiltree  killed  more  men 

and  went  through  more  close  places  than  almost  aay 
21* 
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otlier  officer  of  the  lost  cause.  I  have  heai'd  him 
speali 

"  Of  most  ijisastrous  diancea, 
Of  moving  accidents,  by  flood  and  fluid, 
Of  hair-breadth  'scapes,  i'  the  inunineiit  deadly  breadi ;" 

how  he  had  two  horses  killed  under  him  at  Val 
Verde,  and  was  blown  forty  feet  in  the  air,  but  came 
down  unharmed,  lit  upon  his  feet,  mounted  another 
horse,  and  charged  home  to  victory  !  how,  in  one  of 
the  battles  'round  iiichmond,  he  had  slaughtered 
thirty-eight  Yanka  that  he  got,  besides  cutting  ofi 
with  his  sword  a  wagon-load  of  arms  and  ears  ;  how 
he  punched  Stonewall  Jackson  in  the  ribs  with  his 
sabre,  and  waking  him  up,  inquired :  "  Ole  hoss, 
where  is  Gen.  Jackson  1 "  And  then  how  small  he 
felt  when  Stonewall  exclaimed  ;  "  I  am  Gen,  Jackson, 
what  do  you  wish? " 

Everybody  has  heard  his  story  of  the  Arkansas 
girl  who  listened  with  tearful  eyes  to  his  touching  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  her  dear  brother  who  died  in 
his  arms,  and  with  his  dying  breath  spoke  of  hia 
mother  and  sister  in  Arkansas — and  how,  when  she 
inquired  his  name  and  he  answered  :  "  Major  Ochil- 
tree," she  exclaimed  in  astonishment ;  "  What  I  Tom 
Ochiltree !  "  and  then  upon  his  answering  her  af- 
firmatively, how  she  smiled,  wiped  away  her  tears 
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and  pleasantly  said  ;  "  Well,  if  you  are  Tom  Ochil- 
tree, it's  all  riglit !  My  brother  is  still  alive  " — ao  I 
will  not  repeat  it. 

It  is  reported  that  lie  was  bearer  of  despatches  from 
Gen.  Sibley  to  Richmond,  giving  accounts  of  the  bat- 
tles of  Val  Verde,  Glorietta,  and  other  engagements, 
and  after  an  audience  with  Mr.  Davis,  at  which  Gen. 
Wigfall  was  present,  when  Tom  retired,  Mr.  Davis  in- 
quired of  Wigfall : 

"Who  is  he?"  Wigfall  answered:  "Major  Ochil- 
tree." Mr-  Davis  rejoined:  "I  hnow  that  as  well  as 
you  do.  But  he's  from  your  state.  Who  is  Major 
Ochiltree  ? " 

"  Well,  sir,"  answered  Wigfall,  "  be  is  a  man  who 
would  tell  a  story  on  credit  rather  than  tell  the  truth 
for  cash." 

"  But  what  I  wish  to  know  of  yon,  Gen.  Wigfall, 
is,  is  he  a  reliable  man  ?  "  again  asked  Mr.  Davis. 

"  Reliable  !  Yes,  sir ! "  answered  Wigfall,  "  he  can 
outlie  and  OM^relie  any  man  yon  ever  saw." 

Major  Ochiltree's  amiable  manners  and  very  inter- 
esting conversational  powers  have  made  him  friends 
everywhere,  including  Gen.  Grant,  whose  appointment 
of  him  to  be  United  States  marshal  was  not  at  all 
distasteful  to  the  good  people  of  Eastern  Texas. 

As  an  ordinarj'  sample  of  his  story-telling,  a  recent 
instance  is  here  inserted  from  the  N'm.o  Yorh  Herald: 
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"  SAiiiTOBA,  July  30,  1874, 

"  Said  Mr.  James  Valentine  to  Dr.  Quackcnbos  on 
the  qnarfcer-streteK  to-day : 

"  '  It  ig  just  fifty  years  since  Eclipse  and  Henry  ran 
their  great  fonr-mile  race  on  Long  Island.  It  was  a 
Tnesday  in  May.  I  crossed  the  East  River  on  a  tread- 
mill boat,  worked  by  a  mule  in  harness.'  '  Yes,'  said 
Dr.  Quackenboa,  '  there  was  not  a  steam-vessel  on  the 
water.     I  went  over  in  a  periauger.' 

"  '  I  went  over  on  a  raft,'  said  Tom  Ochiltree,  of 
Texas.  '  I  had  to  run  off  from  school  to  see  the  race. 
Society  has  changed  very  much  since.' 

'  You,'  said  all,  '  why,  how  old  are  you,  Tom  ? ' 
"  'Threescore  and  ten,'  exclaimed  ^&  United  States 
marshal  in  question. 

"  Valentine  drew  a  long  sigh.  '  Well,'  said  he,  look- 
ing at  Tom  profoundly,  '  I'm  afraid  I  wasn't  there.' " 
For  the  information  of  parents  and  guardians  who 
may  wish  to  cure  their  children  and  wards  of  stretching 
the  blanket  too  thin,  I  will  relate  how  Mi'S.  Graves,  a 
venerable  Christian  mother,  who  lived  twenty  miles 
from  Marshall,  on  the  road  to  Shreveport,  cured  her 
son  Sam. 

After  Sam  married  and  had  become  the  father  of 
three  or  four  children,  he  took  up  his  gun  one  day, 
and  going  through  the  woods,  a  mile  or  two  from  his 
residence,  to  his  father's  house,  killed  several  squir- 
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rels,  and,  in  giving  an  account  of  tis  Kunt  to  his 
mofher,  said  that  he  had  seen  at  least  one  hundred 
squirrels  upon  one  tree. 

After  dinner  Sam  retired  to  his  old  dormitory,  and 
was  soon  sound  asleep,  when  his  mother  came  in  with 
ropes  and  very  gently,  but  unbeknowenst  to  Sammy, 
tied  both  hands  and  feet  to  the  bed-posts ;  then  with 
a  whip  she  came  down  on  Sam  with  all  her  might. 

Sam  begged  and  implored,  but  his  mother  kept  on 
whipping  Mm,  once  in  a  while  exclaiming  :  "A  hun- 
dred squirrels  upon  one  tree,  Sammy  !  " 

"  'Fore  God,  mother,  there  were  at  least  fifty  ! " 
"  Too  many  my  son  !  "  exclaimed  Mra.  Graves,  as  she 
continued  the  flogging. 

Sam  next  fell  to  twenty-five,  "  Too  many,  my  boy  ! " 
said  his  mother,  and  her  castigation  continued  until 
Saniivel  came  down  to  "  at  least  three  or  four,  mother," 
when  she  stopped  and  untied  him. 

Mi's.  Graves  then  informed  the  gentleman  that,  be- 
ing her  only  son,  she  had  neglected  to  correct  him  too 
long  and  too  often !  Her  conscience  smote  her  for  it, 
and  that  what  she  had  done  was  from  a  sense  of  im- 
perative duty  to  bring  about  his  reformation  and 
eternal  salvation. 

Mrs.  Graves'  plan  worked  like  a  charm,  and  Sam 
Graves  became  one  of  the  most  truthful  and  reliable 
men  in  Harrison  County. 
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As  the  providence  of  God  has  deprived  Major 
Ochiltree  of  both  father  and  mother,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that,  like  the  pious  monks  of  old,  he  will  administer  to 
himself  the  castigation  necessary  for  his  reformation, 
and  thus  gladden  the  hearts  of  hia  numerous  friends 
and  secure  his  own  everlasting  happiness. 
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Galveston,  Brazoria,  Matagonla,  Wharton  and  Fort  Bend. — Houston, 
Jeffei-son,  San  Antonio,  Austin,  Diillas,  Hempstead,  Plantersville, 
"Waller,  Qraines,  Montgomery  and  Walker  Counties. — Ike  Baker,  Jim 
Pinkston,  Joe  Bates,  tte  Bell-men,  etc, 

pi  ALVESTON,  tlie  great  port  of  entry  and  lar- 
^^  gest  city  in  Texas,  containing  some  35,000  or 
40,000  inhabitants,  the  fourth  cotton  depot  in  the 
South — New  Orleans,  Savannah,  and  Charleston  only 
excelling  it — is  situated  on  the  east  end  of  the  island 
of  the  same  name,  which  is  abont  twenty-seven  miles 
long,  and  where  the  city  stands  is  about  one  mile 
wida 

This  "  beautiful  isle  of  the  sea  "  was  selected  and 
fortified  by  the  notorious  pirate  Lafitte  as  his  strong- 
hold, to  which  be  fled  for  safety  when  attacked  by 
superior  numbers,  and  whither  he  carried  the  vessels, 
cargoes  and  prisoners  captured  on  the  main.  How 
many  beautiful  captive  maidens  were  here  forced  to 
live  and  endure  the  horrid  companionship  of  rude 
pirates,  far  away  from  the  parental  roof  !  And  how 
often  the  poor  victims  sighed  for  the  realization  of 
the  poet's  ideal  of  earthly  happiness  when  he  sung : 


dbyGoogle 


496  BISTORT  OF  TMXAS. 

"There  is  a  bliss  beyond  all  (iiat  the  minstrel  has  told, 

Wlen.  two  that  are  linked  in  one  heavenly  tic, 
With  heart  never  chan^ng  and  brow  never  cold. 

Love  on  tlirougli.  all  ills,  and  love  on  till  they  die  1 
One  hour  ot  a  pasaion  so  sacred  is  worth 

Wliole  ages  oi  heartless  and  wondering  bliss; 
And,  oh  1  if  there  be  an  Elysium  on  earth. 

It  is  this  1  it  is  this  1" 

may  be  rather  imagined  ttan  described. 

Lafitte  was  represented  as  a  tall,  symmetrically 
formed  man,  witli  pleasant  address  and ,  agreeable 
manners.  Jnst  before  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  on 
the  8th  of  Januar}',  1815,  he  was  offered  £30,000 
sterling,  a  post-captaincy,  with  the  command  of  a 
frigate  in  the  British  navy,  if  he  would  join  Lord 
Packenbam  on  that  famoTis  occasion. 

Lafitte  declined  the  ofEer  of  the  British  Government, 
enclosed  the  written  proposition  to  Gov.  Claiborne, 
of  Louisiana,  with  whom  he  was  then  at  variance,  of- 
fering hi(3  services  to  the  United  States,  in  considera- 
tion of  a  pardon  and  amnesty  for  himself  and  follow- 
em  for  all  past  offences,  which  proposition  was  ac- 
cepted, when  he  joined  Gen.  Jackson  in  the  defence  of 
New  Orleans,  and  participated  in  the  glorious  victory 
of  American  valor  achieved  over  British  discipline  on 
jhe  plains  of  Chalmette. 

But  his  JiaMts  were  formed,  and  no  angel  gave 
either  to  him  or  his  followers  that  toondrous  potmicy 
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to  change  their  abandoned,  odious,  sensual,  and  pirati- 
cal lives,  and  althoiTgh  for  his  services  against  the 
British  his  past  cnmes  were  overlooked,  he  and  his 
followers,  with  -the  pardon  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  their  pockets,  again  returned  to 
piracy  on  the  high  seas,  were  detected,  and  ordered, 
in  1821,  to  leave  Galveston  Island,  which  they  for- 
ever abandoned  in  that  year. 

After  the  departure  of  Lafitte,  the  island  was  occu- 
pied by  the  Tonkaway  Indians  for  Ashing  purposes, 
when  tired  of  eating  buffalo,  Comanche,  and  other 
animal  food. 

From  1821  to  the  Texas  revolution,  the  island  was 
mostly  thus  occupied,  when  the  God-and-liberty-lov- 
ing  Mexicans  established  thereon  a  custom-house,  and 
called  the  place  Galveston,  in  honor  of  a  distinguished 
Greaser  named  Galvez, 

Velasco,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos,  and  Anahuac, 
at  the  head  of  the  bay,  had  fairer  prospects  at  first  of 
being  the  great  port  of  Texas,  than  Galveston. 

It  was  only  after  the  victorious  Tesans,  un.der  Gen. 
Houston,  had  made  the  plains  of  San  Jacinto  immor- 
tal, and  avenged  the  Alamo  and  Goliad,  that  fame 
trumpeted  abroad,  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise,  the 
beauty,  fertility  and  productiveness  of  the  soil  and 
the  salubrity  of  the  climate— then  Galveston  com- 
menced growing. 
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Young  men  of  daring  and  enterprise  came  from 
Massachusetts,  Vermont,  New  York,  Connecticut,  and 
even  tlie  State  of  New  Jersey  gave  to  Galveston 
several  very  good  citizens,  David  and^D.  The.  Ayres, 
among  them.  From  Democratic  Connecticut  alone 
came  E.  S.  "Wood,  Joe  and  William  Hendley,  George 
and  Albert  Ball,  Ashbel  Smith,  Munson  Hitchcock, 
Stephen  Southwlck,  and  that  accomplished  jurist  and 
ripe  scholar,  laughter-loving  Frank  Merriman.  The 
Nestorian  Dr.  Levi,  the  Hon.  J.  B.  and  JeS.  Jones — 
the  amiable  editors  and  publishers  of  the  News  and 
OiviUan,  Hamilton  Stuart  and  Willard  Richardson — 
the  Ballengers,  Jacks,  K.  and  D.  G.  Mills,  the  great 
bankers  of  Texas,  and  thousands  of  others,  soon  made 
Galveston  a  sober,  industrious,  and  orderly  city,  ex- 
porting produce  amounting  to  more  than  ^25,000,000 
annually. 

It  is  amusing  to  hear  old  Tesans  relate  little 
incidents  which  took  place  at  an  early  day,  and 
hoping  to  give  the  reader  cause  for  a  smile,  I 
will  relate  one  on  Frank  Mernman,  in  which 
Uncle.  Stephen  Southmck  and  Judge  Swett  were 
actors. 

Fi'ank  had  just  arrived  from  pious,  God-fearing 
New  England,  and  was  perfectly  ignoi'ant  of  "  draw 
poker,"  but  having  learned  never  to  trump  bis  part- 
ner's ace,  and  being  a  iirst-rate  "  sevcn-up  "   player 
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when  Soutbwiek  and  Swett  insisted  on  a  game  of 
"  draw,"  he  assented,  and  asked  to  be  shown  how  the 
game  was  played. 

After  being  informed  that  the  higher  cards  beat 
the  lower  cards,  and  that  pairs  of  higher  cards  beat 
pairs  of  lower  cards,  and  so  on,  the  game  commenced, 
and  Frank  was  soon  piling  np  and  taking  do^vn,  and 
enjoying  Mmself  hngely,  when  finally  he  got  four 
aces.  Swett  held  f onr  "  trays."  Frank,  after  betting 
i-ight  sharply,  "  called  "  Swett,  who,  showing  hia  hand, 
said ;  "  Well,  Mr.  Merriman,  I  gness  I've  got  yon  this 
time !    I  have  four  trays." 

Whereupon  Frank  threw  down  his  four  aces,  es- 
claiming,  "  Confound  the  Inck,  when  I  have  ones  or 
twos  somebody  else  has  threes  or  fours  ! " 

Swett  quietly  raked  down  the  money,  and  the  game 
went  on. 

In  the  Rev.  Doctor  Eaton's  church  the  nest  day 
Uncle  Stephen  went  to  sleep,  and  when  the  baskets 
were  passed  around  for  contributions,  the  collector 
pai'tially  waked  him,  and  held  out  the  basket,  wlien 
Uncle  Stephen,  not  fully  aroused,  spoke  out  loud 
enough  for  the  whole  congregation  to  hear  him,  "  Oh, 
Swett,  I  pass,  I  do  ! " 

On  one  occasion  Mr.  Southwick  ran  for  the  mayor- 
alty of  Galveston,  and  after  going  to  every  voter,  all 
of  whom  he  knew,  and  asking  their  votes,  he  expressed 
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liimseli  as  perfectly  confident  of  liis  election  by  a 
majority  of  350  votes. 

However,  wten  the  votes  were  counted  out,  Uncle 
Stephen  lacked  just  that  number  of  being  elected,  and 
being  laughed  at  by  hia  friends,  exclaimed  : 

"Well,  I've  got  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  350 
d — d  liars  !  sure  as  my  name  is  Stephen  Southwich  ! " 
During  the  late  civil  war,  Gralveaton  was  attacked 
and  captured  twice,  one  time  by  the  Federals,  the 
other  by  the  Confederates,  wherein  a  father  and  son 
fought  on  opposing  sides ;  the  son,  Lieut.  Lee,  was 
killed  on  the  Harriei  Zone,  and  the  grief -stricken 
father,  who  was  a  graduate  of  "West  Point,  partici- 
pated in  his  funeral  obsequies— possibly  slew  his  own 
son! 

God  shield  our  country  forever  from  another  civil 
"warl 

West  of  Galveston  are  the  great  sugar  counties  of 
Texas,  Brazoria,  Matagorda,  Fort  Bend,  and  Wharton, 
watered  by  the  Brazos,  Old  Caney,  San  Bernard,  Col- 
orado and  other  streams. 

The  land  of  these  counties  is  very  rich  and  pro- 
ductive, but  not  80  valuable  now  as  before  the  war, 
as  they  were  then  made  productive  by  the  forced 
labor  of  the  sable-colored  sons  of  injured  Africa,  who 
since  their  emancipation  are,  in  many  instances,  op 
posed  to  regular  labor  or  continued  physical  exertion. 
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In  Brazoria,  Mr.  S.  F.  Austin  lived  and  died,  and 
here  lives  Capt.  Eobt.  J.  Calder,  who  vpas  at  San 
Jacinto,  and  as  alierifE  of  Brazoria  arrested  tlie  noto- 
rious Monroe  Edwards. 

On' Old  Caney  lives  tiie  venerable  Capt.  Jolin  Dun- 
can, an  eighty-year-old  Texan,  and  his  estimable 
neighbor,  John  Eugely.  The  gallant  Erasmus  Smith 
lived  and  died  in  Richmond,  vrhere  now  survive  the 
genial-hearted,  amiable  and  accomplished  Dr.  G.  A. 
Feris,  Eandolph  Foster,  the  oldest  living  Texan,  and 
T.  J.  Smith,  of  Fannin's  command,  spared  because  he 
was  a  blacksmith. 

The  section  of  country  embraced  within  these  four 
counties  is  destined  within  a  few  years  to  be  one  of 
the  garden  spots  of  the  world. 


Houston,  the  second  city  in  size  and  importance  in 
Texas,  and  famous  for  its  notable,  as  well  as  very  dis-' 
tinguished  and  highly  creditable  State  Faies,  was 
surveyed  and  laid  ofE  into  lots  by  John  K.  and  A.  C. 
Allen  in  1836,  soon  after  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto, 
and  nara-ed  after  Gen.  Sam  Houston. 

It  is  the  great  railroad  centre  of  Texas,  and  is  con^ 
nected  by  rail  with  Galveston,  Columbia  on  the  Bra- 
zos, Columbus  on  the  Colorado,  Luling,  W^.co,  Dallas, 
Denisou,  Austin,  Palestine,  Marshall,  Jeffei'son,  and 
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all  intennediate  cities  and  towns,  many  of  consider- 
able mercantile  importance. 

The  Sayou  OiPy,  as  it  is  frequently  called,  is  situa- 
ted on  Buffalo  Bayou,  about  fifty  miles  nortliwest  of 
Galveston,  has  about  twenty  thousand  inhabitants, 
and  besides  its  very  creditable  scbools  and  churches 
can  justly  be  proud  of  its  two  very  successful  manu- 
facturing establishments  of  cotton  and  woollen  goods, 
the  Mwreka  and  City  mills. 

The  merchants  of  Houston  do  considerable  business, 
with  interior  merchants,  and  calculate  when  they 
complete  the  sh-i/p  channel,  ao  that  ocean  steamers 
can  come  up  to  Houston  as  easy  as  they  can  enter 
Galveston  Bay,  which  scientific  engineers  say  can  be 
done,  to  compete  with  Galveston  as  to  future  growth 
and  commercial  importance. 

It  was  here  duiing  the  war  that  Gen.  Magruder 
established  his  head-quarters,  cast  cannon,  and  organ- 
ized his  famous  attack  and  capture  of  Galveston. 

From  Houston  Gen.  Tom  Green  and  his  gallant 
soldiers  sailed  on  their  frail  little  boat  down  the 
bayou,  in  sight  of  San  Jacinto,  through  the  bay,  up 
to  the  Ham'iet  Lane,  boai'ded  and  captured  her  !  and 
thus  Galveston. 

As  the  little  vessel  passed  the  memorable  battle- 
ground, and  the  lamented  hero  beheld  the  plain 
whereon,  twenty-seven  years  before,  he  and  his  com- 
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rades,  manfully  contending  against  superior  numbers, 
liad  gained  a  glorious  victory  and  made  the  Kepnblie 
of  Texas  an  independent  nation — tbonglit  lie  of  the 
fearful  battle-cry  of  the  Texans :  ^^  Remember  the 
Alamo/"  or  of  the  appealing  shriek  of  the  poor  de- 
feated Mexicans :  " Jf^  no  Alamo  ! "  or  of  the  dear 
ones  at  home,  who  were  soon  to  lose  dear  brother, 
kind  father,  and  tender  husband  ? 

Alas,  that  one  so  nsefnl,  beloved  and  needed  by 
friends,  country,  and  family,  should  be  killed  in  the 
moment  of  victory  ! 

The  reader  will  pardon  this  passing  tribute  of 
respect  to  one  of  the  bravest  soldiers  and  most  accom- 
plished officers  who  fought  and  died  for  the  lost  cOMSe, 
and  I  will  relate  the  following  Houstonian  anecdote ; 
During  our  late  civil  war,  which  Gen.  Houston 
opposed,  many  of  his  old  friends,  among  them  tlie 
genial  hearted  Frank  Lubbock,  and  other  good  Con- 
federates, did  not  speak  kindly  of  the  old  hero,  but  in 
order  to  counteract  his  influence  against  the  harmony 
and  union  of  Texans  in  support  of  the  Southern  Con- 
federacy, said  things  which  excited  his  wrath  and 
brought  forth  the  following  evidence  of  his  sarcastic 
powers. 

Coming  up  one  night  on  the  steamer  Diana  fi'om 
Galveston  to  Houston,  he  called  to  the  steward  sev- 
eral times  and  asked,  when  the  boat  stopped ; 
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"  Wliat  place  is  this,  steward  t  " 

On  aniviug  at  the  Bayou  City,  when  the  boat 
stopped,  not  knowing  where  he  was,  he  repeated  hia 
inquiry,  and  was  answered  :  "  Houston." 

"  Houston  !  "  said  the  old  general,  "  Houston  !  Oh 
yes,  I  recollect  now.  I  raised  some  pups  in  Houston 
— they  have  grown  to  be  big  dogs,  and  now  when  I 
walk  out,  they  bark  at  me !  " 

JEFFERSON. 
The   sixth   city   of  Texas,  numbering  more    than 
8,000  inbabitants,  is  JefEerson,  situated  on  Cypress 
Bayou,  at  the  head  of  navigation, 

Jefierson,  since  the  war,  was  almost  entirely  burned, 
but  has  been  rebuilt  with  more  substantial  and  ele- 
gant structures— more  than  150  new  briek  stores 
have  been  erected  in  the  place  of  the  wooden  ones 
consumed  by  the  fire. 

In  1869  JefEerson  shipped  to  !New  Orleans  about 
eighty  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  besides  aa  immense 
quantity  of  wool,  hides,  tallow,  beeswax,  etc.,  etc. 

The  whole  of  Northern  Texas,  from  Dallas  on  the 
Trinity  to  Fnlton,  Arkansas,  traded  with  JefEerson, 
bringing  down  cotton,  flour,  pork,  wool,  hides,  beeves, 
etc.,  etc.,  and  cari'ying  back  in  their  wagons  supplies 
of  clothing,  machinery,  farming  utensils,  and  other 
articles  of  merchandise. 
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The  people  of  Jefferson  aided  in  tte  construction 
of  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Railroad  from  Longview  to 
Texartana,  but  this  road  and  the  Central  now  supply 
the  vast  country  with  merchandise,  which  was  for- 
merly i/ributary  to  Jefferson,  the  trade  of  which  has 
in  consequence  decreased  immensely. 

"  Bo  the  struck  eagla,  stretched  upon  tho  plain, 
Ko  more  through  rolling  clouds  to  soar  again. 
Viewed  his  own  feather  on  the  fatal  dart, 
And  winged  the  shaft  that  quivered  in  hia  heart. " 

The  country  near  JefEerson  abounds  in  iron  ore  of 
the  finest  quality,  of  which  very  fine  stoves  and  ploughs, 
as  well  as  all  manner  of  castings,  are  made.  As  the 
great  source  of  wealth  to  the  people  of  Marion  County, 
this  inexhaustible  supply  of  ore  should  be  properly 
and  immediately  appropriated,  so  as  to  supply  all 
Texas  with  home-made  iron  goods. 

A  few  miles  from  JefEerson  on  Soda  Lake,  through 
which  the  Cypresses  fiow  into  Ked  River,  is  the 
famous  promontoiy  jutting  out  into  the  lake,  over- 
looking the  surrounding  country  for  miles,  called  Pot- 
ter's Point,  in  honor  of  the  celebrated  Robert  Potter, 
Secretary  of  the  Texas  Navy,  who,  from  its  dense  for- 
est abounding  in  game  and  cool  fountains  of  pure 
water  and  splendid  facilities  for  fishing  and  ducking, 
selected  it  as  bis  home.     Here  he  hunted,  fished,  and 
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killed  ducks  to  Ms  keart'a  content,  and  tken  retired  to 
his  library  and  indulged  kis  fondness  for  reading. 

He  was  a  rare  genius— gifted  and  eloquent.  No 
other  member  of  the  Texas  Congress  did  Gen.  Hoas- 
ton  fear  so  muck  as  Col.  Potter,  who  had  all  tke 
Englisk  poets  at  his  tongue's  end,  was  an  expert 
logician,  quick  at  repartee,  fluent,  and  at  the  same 
time  a  fine  actor. 

The  story  of  kis  deatk  I'uns  as  follows : 
For  some  time  tkei'e  kad  been  war  between  him- 
self and  kis  followers,  and  Capt.  Wm.  P.  Rose  and 
his  friends. 

One  morning  after  daylight,  but  before  sunrise,  Col. 
Potter  and  kis  party  galloped  up  to  Rose's  kouse,  and 
surrounding  it  expected  to  capture  kim.  On  searek- 
ing  tke  house,  they  found  the  bed  still  warm  where 
ke  kad  slept  during  tke  nigkt,  but  Capt.  Rose  was 
gone !  He  was  an  early  riser  and  was  out  in  the 
new  ground  with  tke  negroes  clem-ing,  and  seeing  his 
enemies  approach,  ke  laid  down  on  tke  ground  and 
ordered  kis  slaves  to  cover  kim  all  over  with  brusk, 
and  in  order  to  prevent  any  suspicion  of  kis  presence, 
to  set  ik-e  heap  on  fire,  wkich  they  did,  and  aa  Potter 
and  kis  party  approacked  seeiug  no  place  of  conceal- 
ment except  the  burning  hrusli  hea^,  they  went  away, 
when  although  somewhat  scorched,  he  crawled  out 
from  kis  hiding-place,  mounted  his  horse,  hastily  sum- 
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moncd  liis  partisans,  and  next  moruing  attacking  Pot- 
ter, surrounded  bim  in  hia  house. 

Col.  Potter  aroused  and  conscious  of  bis  danger 
Iffoke  tbrough  his  enemies,  plunged  headlong  into  the 
lake,  dived  and  swam  for  dear  life,  but  as  he  raised 
his  headabove  the  water  to  get  breath,  it  was  riddled 
with  bullets.* 

Thus  perished  Col.  Robert  Potter !  but  Potter's 
Point  still  remains,  and  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
resorts  for  fishing,  hunting,  and  ducking  in  all 
Texas. 

SAN  AHTOITIO. 
In  16S5,  the  same  yeai'  thab  Win.  Peuii  and  his 

*  Dickens,  in  his  "American  Notes,"  thus  quotes  the  tragedj; 

"  TEiiniBi.E  Death  op  Bobbrt  Potter.— From  the  Oaddo  Gaxetle  of 

the  13th  inst.  we  leaiE  the  frigttM  death  of  Cot  Eolieit  Potter 

He  was  besefc  in  bis  house  by  an  enemy,  named  Rose.  He  sprang  from  tis 
ronoh,  Eeized  liia  gun,  and  in  Ms  night-cloth  as  mahed  fi:om  the  house.  For 
about  two  bundled  yards  Ms  speed  seemed  to  defy  his  pureuera  ;  but,  get- 
tir^  entangled  in  a  thicket,  he  was  captured.  Rose  told  him  that  he  in- 
tended to  net  a  generoiM  part,  and  give  him  a  ohance  for  Me  life.  He  tJien 
told  Potter  lie  might  run,  aod  he  should  not  be  interrupted  till  he  reached 
i,  certain  distance.  Potter  stnttad  at  the  word  of  command,  aad  before  a 
gun  was  fired  he  tad  reached  the  lake.  His  first  impulse  was  to  jump  in 
the  water  and  dive  for  it,  which  he  did.  Rose  was  cloae  behind  Mm,  and 
formed  his  men  on  the  bank  ready  to  shoot  him  ss  te  rose.  In  a  few 
seconds  he  came  up  to  breathe ;  and  scarce  tad  Ms  head  reached  the  snr- 
faoe  of  the  water  when  it  was  completely  riddled  with  the  shot  of  their  guna, 
and  he  sunt  to  rise  no  moro." 
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Quaker  followers  laid  out  the  beautiful  site  of  Phila 
delpHa,  between  tlie  D,elawai'e  and  Schuylkill  Rivera, 
about  fifty  Spanisk  families  from  the  Philippine  Is- 
lands, headed  by  the  Navarros,  G-ai'zas,  Leak,  Rodri- 
guezes, Perezes,  Manchacas  and  others,  landed  upon 
the  coast  of  Texas,  and,  wending  their  way  up  the 
country,  were  captivated  by  two  beautiful  streams, 
between  which  they  settled,  calling  one  the  San  Anto- 
nio and  the  other  San  Pedro,  where  they  laid  out  a  city 
into  lots  with  very  irregular  streets,  and  named  it  San 
Antonio,  which  to  day  is  the  third  city  in  size  in  Texas, 
containing  about  eighteen  thousand  persons. 

San  Antonio  has  five  streams  of  water  running 
through  it,  and  is  a  remarkably  healthy  and  flomish- 
ing  city  ;  its  colleges,  schools,  and  chui'ches  bear  evi- 
dence that  its  citizens  are  great  lovers  of  learning  and 
morality. 

Near  the  heart  of  the  city  stands  that  antique 
but  memorable  structure,  known  in  history  as  the 
Alamo,  where  Crockett,  Bowie,  and  their  heroic  fol- 
lowers fought  their  last  fight,  and  gave  to  Texas  his- 
torians the  right  to  record  truthfully ; 

"  Thermopylse  had  its  messenger, 
Tlie  Alamo  had  none !  " 

No  monument  marks  their  tomb.  Tliey  were  de- 
nied sepulture.     Their  bodies  were  burned  and  their 
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asbes  scattered  to  the  winds  of  heaven,  but  their 
names  will  live  in  history  and  song  as  the  bravest  of 
the  brave,  so  long  as  Americans  continue  to  love 
deeds  of  noble  daring  and  heroic  achievement,  or  so 
long  as  the  beautiful  San  Antonio  River  with  arrowy 
swiftness  shall  continue  to  flow  by  the  Alamo  and 
Goliad,  and  mingle  its  waters  with  those  of  the 
Gulf. 

Below  San  Antonio  on  the  river  are  the  celebrated 
Missions  of  Espada,  8an  Juan,  San  Jose,  and  Oon- 
cepeion,  erected  more  than  a  century  ago,  which  from 
their  ancient  style  of  scidpture,  structure,  and  archi- 
tecture never  fail  to  repay  the  strangers'  visit. 
These  missions  were  built  by  pions  Spanish  priests,  in 
which  to  fight  as  well  as  pray;  to  Christianize  the 
wild  savages,  and  to  be  used  as  forts  when  attacked. 

After  railroad  communication  is  established  be- 
tween San  Antonio  and  the  rest  of  the  world,  its 
commerce,  trade,  population,  and  wealth  must  neces- 
saiily  increase  ;  wherefore  San  Antonians  should  aid 
and  encourage  the  speedy  completion  of  the  Interna- 
tional and  Mexican  Gulf  Railroads,  with  all  their 
might,  amity,  and  resources. 

AUSTIW. 

Austin,  the  capital  of  Texas,  contains  about  twelve 
thousand  inhabitants,  is  beautifully  situated  on  the 
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Colorado  River,  was  sm-veyed  in  1839,  and  made  tHe 
Beat  of  government  in  1840,  wlien  tlie  Indians  in  tlie 
neighboring  .mountaina  were  as  tliiek  as  leaves  in 
Valambrosa. 

It  has  more  liills  than  the  Eternal  City,  and  hence 
its  cognomen  City  of  Hills,  high  above  all  of  which. 
Mount  Bonnell  rears  its  lofty  head,  looking  down  with 
complacent  grandeur  and  dignity  upon  the  sparkling 
waters  of  the  river  at  its  base. 

The  following  legend  of  the  Colorado  Valley  waa 
related  to  me  years  ago  by  that  reliable  gentleman, 
good  citizen,  and  gallant  soldier,  George  L.  Robert- 
son: 

"  Mount  Bonnell  was  called  by  the  early  settlers  of 
Colorado  Valley  Antonette's  Leap,  which  was  given 
to  it  in  consequence  of  the  self-immolation  on  that 
picturesque  spot,  at  an  early  day,  of  a  most  lovely  and 
accomplished  young  senorita,  who  came  over  from 
Spain  at  the  first  settlement  of  the  Missions  of  San 
Jose,  San  Juan,  Espada,  and  the  Alamo. 

"The  fame  of  Antonette's  beauty  and  intellectual 
charms  was  spread  abroad  through  the  settlements, 
and  even  extended  to  the  hunting-ground  and  camp- 
fires  of  the  red  men  of  the  forest,  till  it  came  to  the 
ears  and  inflamed  the  passions  of  Cibolo,  the  chief  of 
the  Comanches,  who  selected  a  band  of  his  favorite 
warriors^  made  a  raid  upon  the  settlements,  captured 
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tte  beautiful  Aatonette,  and  carried  hex-  far  away  to 
hia  camp  in  the  wilderness,  on  the  head-waters  of  the 
Colorado. 

"  The  parents  and  friends  of  the  unfortunate  seno- 
iita  mourned  her  as  lost  forever,  except  Don  Leal 
Navai'ro  Eodriquez,  her  betrothed  lover,  a  brave  and 
elegantly  educated  youag  Spanish  eaballero,  of  fine 
personal  appearance  and  honorable,  as  well  as  brave 
to  a  fault,  who  determined  to  follow  the  murderous 
Indians  to  their  home  and  rescue  his  beloved  Anto- 
nette,  or  perish  in  the  attempt. 

"  Don  Leal  mounted  his  favorite  steed,  and,  well 
armed,  started  from  the  Alamo  alone  in  pursuit  of  the 
Indians,  and  after  many  hair-breadth  escapes,  tmdis- 
covered.,  descried  the  camp  of  the  savages,  and  selecting 
a  dark  night,  he  entered  it,  and  by  imitating  the  mock- 
ing-bu'd,  of  which  Antonette  was  very  fond,  and  whose 
singing  they  could  both  imitate  to  perfection,  he  soon 
discovered  what  spot  inside  tlie  encampment  she  was, 
then  came  into  the  very  tent  which  she  occupied,  and 
found  her  tied  securely  to  prevent  her  escape. 

"  In  an  instant  the  lover  severed  the  bonds  which 
coniined  the  dear  idol  of  his  heart  and  with  her 
cautiously  returned  to  where  he  had  left  his  horse 
when  he  entered  the  Comanche  camp ;  then  qidcHy 
mounting  and  taking  Antonette  up  behind  him,  he 
started  to  regain  the  Mission  of  the  Alamo. 
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"  The  fury  of  Cibolo  in  the  morning,  wlieu  lie  dis- 
covered the  escape  of  his  fascinating  captive,  knew 
no  bounds.  He  raved  and  blasphemed  terribly ;  then 
sounding  the  alarm,  with  an  hundred  chosen  warriors, 
he  hastily  started  in  pursuit,  leaving  the  main  body  of 
his  tribe  to  await  his  return. 

"  For  several  days  Don  Leal  and  his  beloved  Anto- 
nette  made  good  speed  towards  the  settlements,  sub- 
sisting most  bountifully  upon  game,  which  was  easily 
obtained  through  Don  Leal's  rifle,  and  at  night  sleep- 
ing under  the  forest  trees ;  but  on  the  seventh  day, 
leaving  the  prairie  land,  they  became  entangled  in  the 
mountains  bordering  the  Colorado,  and  early  in  the 
moiiiing  of  the  eighth  day  the  lovers  discovered  them- 
selves surrounded  upon  all  sides  by  the  cruel  savages 
and  all  attempts  at  further  flight  entirely  hopeless. 

"  The  wrathful  Cibolo,  with  cow  horns  on  his  head 
and  face  horribly  painted,  advanced  in  all  the 
pride  of  power  to  where  they  had  fled  as  a  last  refuge, 
but  when  about  fifty  yards  off,  Don  Leal,  who  had 
firmly  resolved  to  iight  and  die  rather  than  surrender, 
raised  his  rifie  to  his  shoulder,  and  taldng  deliberate 
aim,  fired !  In  an  instant  the  savage  chief  bounded 
into  the  air  and  then  fell  to  the  ground  a  corpse ;  but 
in  another  instant  at  least  twenty  arrows  pierced  his 
own  body,  and  be  too  fell  to  the  earth  and  expired 
without  a  groan. 
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"  A:£ter  surveying  tlie  situation,  and  revolving  in 
hermind  the  miserable  fate  awaiting  her  fi'om  the  mer- 
ciless Comanches,  the  emptiness  and  vanity  of  human 
life  compared  mth  the  ineffable  joys  of  Paradise,  the 
poor,  unfortunate  girl  bent  over  the  prostrate  and  life- 
less form  of  her  lover,  kissed  hia  dear  lips,  and  then 
rising,  with  her  eyes  toward  heaven  and  murmuring 
her  last  prayer  to  God,  she  plunged  headlong  down 
the  precipice  and  struclc  the  rocks  beneath,  mangled, 
bleeding,  and  dead ! 

"  For  a  long  time  the  place  where  these  rare,  devot- 
ed but  most  unfortunate  lovers  met  their  sad  and  un- 
timely fate  was  called  '  Antonette's  Leap,'  but  years 
ago  a  wandering  Bohemian,  who  happened  to  pass  a 
few  days  in  Austin,  ambitious  of  fame  or  notoriety  as 
Herostratus,  or  emulating  the  example  of  Americus 
"Vespueius,  whose  presumptuous  vanity  cheated  Colum- 
bus out  of  his  just  glory,  blotted  it  out  and  substituted 
his  own,  and  now  Antonette's  Leap  is  Mount  Bonnell 
just  as  certainly  as  Columbia  is  America." 

As  an  evidence  of  the  abundance  of  game  formerly 
on  the  Colorado,  I  will  relate  an  incident  in  the  eai'ly 
histoiy  of  Austin : 

One  morning  an  emigrant,  answering  to  the  familiar 
name  of  Adams,  walked  into  the  most  popular  hotel 
of  the  place,  then  kept  by  Capt.  Swisher,  the  father 
of  that   amiable   gentleman,  good  citizen,  and  well- 
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known  Anstinian,  Col.  Milt  Swisher,  and  engaged 
board  by  the  month,  agreeing  to  pay  for  it  in  turkeys, 
at  fifty  cents  each — mating  the  contract  and  eating 
his  dinner  he  walked  up  the  valley  of  the  river  and 
being  very  expert  at  throwing  rocks,  in  that  way 
killed  six  wild  tnrkeys,  which  he  brought  home  and 
turned  over  to  his  landlord. 

In  the  morning  he  went  out  again  and  about  dinner 
time  returned  with  seven  which  he  had  killed  in  the 
same  way.  At  night  he  returned  with  another  load, 
w'hen  Capt,  Sivisher  said  to  him : 

"  Mr.  Adams,  you  have  overstocked  me  with  tuikeys. 
Don't  kill  any  more  for  a  few  days." 

Mr.  Adams  paid  his  board  regulai'ly  in  wild  turkeys, 
and  ever  after^vards  went  by  the  soubriquet  of  IMr- 
Jeey  Adams. 

For  some  time  after  the  capital  was  removed  to 
Austin  the  Indians  were  very  troublesome,  making 
frequent  raids  on  the  settlements,  killing  and  robbing 
without  mercy. 

On  one  occasion  Capt.  Billy  Wilson,  with  a  party  of 
young  men,  including  Col.  Jack  Baylor,  who  relates 
the  story,  pursued  them  for  three  days,  without  rest 
or  food,  and  overtook  them  on  the  head-waters  of  the 
Yegua,  near  Austin. 

Just  before  the  Indians,  who  were  retreating  at 
their  utmost  speed,  reached  the  timbei',  one  of  them,  to 
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facilitate  liis  speed  and  escape  death,  being  left  behind, 
cut  loose  a  lai'ge  piece  of  raw  meat,  and  letting  it  fall 
to  the  ground  continued  his  flight.  Col.  Baylor  and 
hia  companions  saw  this  operation,  and  being  exceed- 
ingly hungry,  stopped,  lighted  a  iire,  coolied  and  com- 
menced eating  the  captured  meat. 

When  Capt.  Wilson,  who  rode  a  safe  ratbei-  than  a 
swift  horse,  and  was  behind,  came  up,  and  saw  them 
devouring  the  captured  property,  he  being  hungry 
himself,  exclaimed : 

"  G-reat  God  !  that  meat  is  poisoned  !  you'll  all  be 
dead  in  fifteen  minutes  !  Run  down  to  the  creek  and 
drink  just  as  much  water  as  you  can,  to  kill  the 
poison ! " 

Baylor  and  his  young  Indian  hunters  heard  and 
obeyed  their  chief,  but  as  they  returned  to  the  spot 
they  beheld  their  commander  as  he  was  swallowing  the 
last  particle  of  the  captured  meat,  who,  wiping  bis 
mouth  with  his  sleeve,  esclaimed,  with  a  cunning 
smile:  "Well,  boys,  we'll  all  die  together!  I  have 
histed  in  what  you  left ! " 


No  city  in  Texas  or  the  south  has  grown  so  fast  in 
the  last  year  as  Dallas,  which  is  beautifully  situated 
on  the  Trinity  River,  at  the  junction  of  the  Texas 
Pacific  Railroad  with  the  ITouHtou  and  Texa.R  Central. 
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This  city  was  settled  in  1842,  by  Colonel  John 
Neely  Bryan,  and  named  in  lienor  of  Commodore 
Dallas,  of  tte  United  States  I^avy,  wliile  the  oonnty 
ivas  named  after  George  M.  Dallas. 

In  1846  the  Legislature  made  it  the  temporary 
county-seat,  and  in  1850  it  became  permanently  so  by 
the  vote  of  the  people. 

In  1846,  when  the  writer  passed  rotind  it,  there 
were  but  about  thirty  or  forty  inhabitants,  but  in  a 
few  years  afterwards,  when  it  became  the  permanent 
county-seat,  many  houses  and  much  improvement  were 
added  to  it. 

In  1860  all  the  business  portion  of  the  city  was 
burned,  and  the  war  coming  on  after,  there  was  a  stand- 
still, while  the  fierce  and  bloody  strife  between  Ameri- 
cans called  many  of  its  citizens  to  the  tented  field  and 
the  soldier's  grave. 

Not  until  1868  and  1869  did  Dallas  again  com- 
mence to  improve,  but  in  July,  1872,  the  Houston  and 
Texas  Central  reached  it,  followed,  in  August,  1873, 
by  the  Texas  Pacific,  and  then  came  the  era  of  im- 
provement and  progress. 

Many  large,  fine  brick  stores  and  residences  have 
sprung  up  like  magic,  while  a  second  bridge,  for  the 
Texas  and  Pacific  Kailroad,  will  soon  spaa  the  river. 
A  court-house  has  been  built  of  stone  at  a  cost  of 
about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  popula- 
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tion  to-day  seems  to  be  not  less  tlian  ten  tliousaud 
souls,  and  is  rapidly  increasing,  wiiUe  Dallas  County, 
witli  its  springs  of  pure,  clear  water,  ricL.  and  prodnc- 
tive  lands,  is  gaining  population  and  wealth  daily. 

As  tlie  city  of  Dallas  is  about  tlie  centre  of  one  of 
tlie  finest  wheat,  cotton  and  corn  growing  counties  of 
Texas,  of  which  about  one-third  is  timber  and  two- 
thirds  prairie  land,  capable  of  producing  a  bale  of 
cotton,  or  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  bushels  of  wheat, 
or  from  thirty-five  to  fifty  bushels  of  corn,  or  from 
forty  to  sixty  bushels  of  oats  to  the  acre  ;  as  it  is  soon 
to  have  two  more  railroads,  one  to  intersect  the  Great 
Northern  at  Palestine,  and  the  other  the  Trans-con- 
tinental in  Tarrant  County,  and  the  Denver  City  Eail- 
.  road  in  Clay  County,  it  bids  fair  to  be  one  of  the 
largest  inland  cities  in  the  State  of  Texas. 

The  old  streets  of  Dallas  ai'e  broad  and  at  right 
angles ;  their  names,  such  as  Latimer,  Burford,  Kecord, 
Cochran,  Ochiltree,  Bryan,  McCoy,  etc.,  call  up  in  the 
minds  of  old  Texans  many  pleasing  reminiscences  of 
past  and  by-gone  days. 

Latimer  Street  was  named  in  honor  of  the  late  J.  W. 
Latimer,  who,  in  1849,  founded  The  Dallas  Herald, 
and  edited  it  with  distinguished  ability  until  the  day 
of  his  death  in  1859.  Mr.  Latimer  was  a  fine  waiter, 
and  through  the  columns  of  The  Herald,  like  a  vigilant 
eeiitinel  fi'om  the  watchtower  of  liberty,  sounded  the 
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alarm  at  tlie  stealtliy  approacli  of  the  enemies  of  free- 
dom and  progress.  In  the  prime  of  his  life  and  use- 
fulness, at  the  early  age  of  about  thirty-three,  re- 
gi'etted  by  all  who  knew  him,  he  passed  away,  leaving 
to  his  partner,  Mr.  J.  "W.  Swindells,  the  control  of 
Tke  Herald.,  under  whose  management  it  has,  from  a 
weeHy,  become  one  of  the  leading  and  most  useful 
daily  journals  in  the  state. 

Record  Street  was  named  after  the  late  J.  K.  P. 
Record,  and  Bnrford  Street  after  the  Hon.  Nat.  M. 
Burford,  who  still  defies  the  destroying  effects  ^i 
time,  and  makes  glad  the  hearts  of  his  friends  by  his 
genial  smile  and  great  magnanimity. 

Judge  Burford  has  been  called  "  Magnanimous 
Nat,"  from  the  following  incident : 

Several  yeai-s  ago  Mr.  George  Laws,  himself  and 
Jim  Record  (as  the  late  Senator  J.  K.  P.  Record  was 
familiarly  called  by  his  friends)  went  fishing,  carrying 
with  them  a  few  bottles  wherewitli  to  enliven  their 
day's  sport  and  as  an  antidote  for  snake-bites. 

Now  it  so  happened,  from  a  rise  in  the  river,  not 
catching  any  fish,  drinking  too  much  whiskey,  or  some 
other  cause,  that  these  gentlemen  found  themselves  in 
their  flatboat  without  poles  or  oars,  gliding  down  the 
turbid  waters  of  the  Trinity  River,  when  Record  ap- 
pealed to  his  friend,  and  said  : 

"  Great  God,  Nat.,  what  will  become  of  us  1     We 
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will  be  carried  away,  and  lost  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico ! " 

Whereupon  magnanimous  Kat  arose,  and  assuring 
hia  friends  of  his  ability  to  save  them,  toolc  up  the 
log-ebain  attached  to  the  end  of  the  fiatboat,  and  put- 
ting it  around  his  neck,  fastened  the  hook  into  one  of 
the  links  of  the  heavy  chain,  and  plunging  into  the 
swollen  stream  essayed  to  swim  ashore  and  carry  the 
boat  and  bis  friends  to  safety. 

After  one  lusty  stroke  as  a  swimmer  he  went  under, 
when  Record  and  Laws  seized  the  chain,  and  pulling 
him  up  from  under  the  water  thus  saved  his  life,  and 
soon  after,  by  catching  the  limbs  of  overhanging  trees, 
got  the  boat  to  bank,  and  returned  to  Dallas,  wetter 
and  more  fatigued,  if  not  as  sober  as  when  they  sallied 
forth  in  the  morning  on  their  famous  excursion. 
Another  true  story  of  Judge  Burford  is  as  follows  : 
One  night,  at  Lancaster,  (Jeorgetown,  or  some  other 
place,  in  consequence  of  the  crowded  condition  of  the 
hotel  where  he  had  stopped,  he  was  placed  in  the 
same  bed  with  an  Irishman,  whereupon  he  pleasantly 


"  Well,  Pat,  I  reckon  you'd  have  lived  a  long  time 
in  old  Ireland  before  you'd  have  slept  with  a  judge." 

"  Yes,  yer  honor,"  rejoined  Pat,  "but  the  likes  of 
ye  might  have  lived  longer  in  ould  Ireland  before  yes 
become  a  judge." 
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I^igliteaps  followed  this  rejoinder,  and  Judge  Bnr- 
ford  tucked  the  di'apery  of  his  couch  on  one  side  ol 
him,  and  with  Pat  Maloney  on  the  other,  laid  down 
to  pleasant  dreams,  which  the  great,  wise,  and  moat 
merciful  God  always  sends  to  the  pure  hearted  and 
magnanimous. 

In  Dallas  I  heard  the  following  laughable  story  : 
Billy  Harlan,  a  noted  chai'acter,  was  indicted  a  good 
many  years  ago  for  stealing  a  pair  of  hames,  was 
tried,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  receive  thirty-nine 
lashes,  without  a  scintilla  of  testimony  being  intro- 
duced to  sustain  the  charge. 

Tom  Jones,  one  of  the  jurors,  being  asked  how, 
under  his  oath,  he  could  bring  in  a  verdict  of  guilty 
upon  the  evidence  adduced,  answered  : 

"Why,  didn't  he  steal  old  Mrs.  Lovejoy's  apple 
dumplings  out  of  the  pot  while  it  was  boiling;  he 
oughfc  to  have  a  thousand  lashes  instead  of  thirty- 
nine." 

The  next  morning,  on  the  opening  of  coui-t,, Billy's 
attorney  made  an  application  for  a  new  tiial,  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  any  testimony  to  warrant 
the  finding  of  the  jury.  Immediately  after  the  ad- 
journment of  court  on  the  previous  evening,  the  sherifE 
took  Billy  out,  made  him  fast  to  a  tree,  and  in  genuine 
frontier  style  administered  the  sentence  of  the  court 
"When  Billy  was  informed  of  the  application  for  a 
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new  trial,  lie  ran  into  the  court-house,  inteiTupted  hia 
lawyer,  Gr.  A.  Everts,  by  pulling  his  coat-tail,  and 
feaying,  "  Stop  that,  they  have  already  whipped  me." 

The  attorney  withdrew  his  uaotlon  for  a  new  tiial, 
but  tlie  coui-t,  Hon.  Kat.  M.  Bm-Eord  presiding,  satis- 
fied that  there  was  no  testimony  to  waiTant  the  ver- 
dict, against  Billy's  desire,  granted  a  new  trial ;  but 
before  his  reai-rest,  Billy,  not  wishing  to  be  rewhipped, 
brote  out  of  the  court-house  and  fled  to  parts  un- 
known. 

If,  in  the  course  of  his  promiscuous  reading,  these 
few  lines  should  ever  fall  under  his  observation,  it 
may  be  well  for  Billy  Harlan  to  remember  that  the 
record  in  his  memorable  case  is  still  in  a  state  of  pre- 
servation. 

HEMPSTEAD, 

The  county-seat  of  Waller  County,  is  at  the  junction 
of  the  western  branch  of  the  Houston  and  Texas 
Central  Railroad,  with  the  main  trunk,  about  fifty 
miles  above  Houston,  and  not  more  than  three  or 
four  miles  from  the  Brazos  River.  It  is  pleasantly 
located  on  sandy  soil  in  the  prairie,  surrounded  by 
the  timbered  lands  of  Clear  Creek  and  the  Brazos. 

By  the  Legislature  of  1873,  Waller  County  was 
created  out  of  Austin  and  Grimes  Counties,  and  Hemp- 
stead made  a  court-house  toivn.     This  had  often  been 


dbyGoogle 


523  mSTORY  OF  TEXAS. 

attempted  before,  but  had  aa  often  been  defeated  by 
tbe  citizens  of  Austia  Connty  living  west  of  the  Bra- 
zos. Hempstead  has  about  1,000  or  1,500  inhabitants, 
is  rapidly  improving,  and  ia  austained  by  a  rich  and 
productive  surrounding  country,  abounding  in  all 
kinds  of  game  and  fish. 

I  have  passed  some  the  most  pleasant  moments  of 
my  life  in  and  around  this  town,  and  will  relate  a 
little  incident  which  occiiixed  there  but  a  few  weeks 
ago: 

Meeting  with  my  old  friends,  Judge  W.  S.  Day, 
Major  J.  B.  McCown,  and  others,  we  were  indulging 
in  pleasing  reminiaceuces  of  the  past,  when  we  were  in- 
teiTupted  in  our  enjoyment  by  two  drunken  men,  one 
of  whom,  as  he  sat  down  by  my  side,  rej^eated  the  fol- 
lowing lines  of  the  poet : 

"  Oh,  ever  thus  from  childliood'a  hour 
Tve  saen  my  fondest  hopes  decay, 
I  neTer  hived  a  tree  or  flower 
But  what  'twsB  sure  to  fade  away  I " 

Somewliat  annoyed  by  the  intruder,  I  slapped  him 
on  the  shoulder,  and,  intending  to  be  severely  ironical, 
thus  addressed  him : 

"  Sir,  nature  intended  you  for  a  gi'eat  poet !  Had 
you  not  gone  back  on  nature,  the  immortal  Homer, 
Shakspeare,  Milton,  Pope,  Byron,  Burns,  Seott,  and 
all  the  poetic  stars  of  ancient  and  modem  times,  would 
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have  paled  into  insignificance  before  yonr  brilliant 
genius,  as  the  smaller  luminaries  do  before  the  sun." 

At  this  remark  the  person  addressed  hung  his  head, 
while  his  dnmken  companion  thus  addressed  me: 

"  Lookee  here,  stranger,  you're  mistaken  about  Bill. 
Nature  intended  Bill  for  a  damn  fool,  and  he  haint 
gone  back  on  nature,  nary  inch  !  He  fills  the  bill  to  a 
fraction." 

Amid  the  smiles  of  the  party  our  little  social  re- 
union broke  up,  and  we  left  Bill  and  his  co]npanioa 
alone  in  their  glory. 

In  its  earlier  days,  Hempstead  was  a  great  place  for 
pistols  and  bowie-knives.  I  have  seen  dead  men  there, 
but  will  only  relate  two  incidents  which  come  to  my 
recollection  from  local  association : 

A.  B.,  the  editor  of  a  newspaper,  assailed,  in  a  very 
bitter  editorial,  Mr.  C.  D. 

C.  D.  took  no  notice  of  the  editorial,  and  Mr.  A.  B. 
challenged  biro. 

C.  D.  paid  no  attention  to  the  challenge,  where- 
upon A.  B.  took  a  stand  on  the  street,  and  as  0.  D. 
came  along,  bounced  him  and  commenced  fighting. 
C  D.,  who  was  a  large,  powerful  man,  received  three 
or  four  blows  before  he  became  angiy,  then  exclaim- 
ing, "Why,  great  God,  man,  you  are  fighting,"  and  in 
an  instant  knocked  the  editor  doivn,  and  beat  him 
until  he  cried  "enough ! " 
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The  next  morning  an  editorial  appeared  in  Mr.  A. 
B.'s  Jom-nal,  stating  that  the  difficulty  between  the 
editor  and  C.  D.  had  been  satisfactorily  settled. 

On  another  occasion  J.  Brown  remarked,  under  the 
excitement  of  the  moment,'  to  Mr.  Smith,  that  he  could 
knock  a  hali-dozen  of  Smith's  teeth  do"\vn  his  throat 
at  one  lick. 

Smith,  being  rather  a  small  man,  quietly  retired,  but 
suddenly  returned  with  his    double-barrel    shot-gun 
presented,  and  exclaimed : 
"  You  are  my  meat ! " 

Whereupon  Brown,  seeing  murder  in  Smith's  eyes, 
and  his  own  death  imminent,  smilingly  and  eloquently 
rejoined ; 

"  Smith,  my  deai'  friend,  hold  on !  We  have  often 
di'ank  together,  but  if  you  shoot  and  kill  me,  we  can 
never  drink  together  again,  and  you  will  have  to  be 
tried  for  murder  1  You  know  how  the  lawyei's  -talk 
about  hanging  and  the  penitentiary  on  a  murder  trial ! 
Look  here,  old  fel !  Let's  go  take  another  drink  and 
quit  this  foolishness  !  " 

The  appeal  was  irresistible,  and  Messrs.  Smith  and 
Brown  again  imbibed,  after  which  all  animosity  be- 
tween them  was  buried  in  oblivion,  and  the  two  were 
as  one. 

Twenty -five  miles  north  of  Hempstead  is  Planters- 
ville,  a  very  lovely  little  village  of  a  few  hundred  in- 
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liabitantfl.  Several  years  ago,  two  men  from  Indiana 
came  to  Texas,  witli  a  wagon-load  of  bells,  and  after 
selling  them,  together  with  their  wagon  and  team, 
started  home  on  foot  from  the  interior  of  Texas,  by 
way  of  Plantersville  and  Houston. 

Having  heard  many  stories  of  robbery  and  murder 
in  Texaa,  and  having  all  their  wealth,  consisting  of  six 
or  seven  hundred  dollars  in  silver,  on  their  persons, 
the  hoosiers  were  vride-awate,  and  on  the  lookout  for 
attacks  from  whatever  source  they  might  come. 

Now  it  so  happened  that  as  they  were  walking 
quietly  along  the  public  road  near  Plantersville,  three 
gentlemen,  Messrs.  Ike  Baker,  JiiB  Pinkston,  and  Joe 
Bates,  were  out  hunting,  one  of  whom,  Mr.  Bates,  com- 
ing out  of  the  woods  into'  the  road  with  his  gim  in  his 
hands,  and  meeting  the  hoosiers,  rather  sni-prised 
them ;  but  after  mutual  questions  and  answers,  the 
bell  men  went  on  their  way,  and  Joe  Bates  wishing  to 
know  the  whereabouts  of  Ike  Baker  and  Jim  Pink- 
ston, sounded  bis  horn,  which  was  answered  by  those 
of  Baker  and  Pinkston  in  front  of  the  travellers,  who, 
as  they  advanced,  supposing  themselves  surrounded 
by  robbers  and  about  to  be  attacked,  killed  and  robbed 
of  their  money,  drew  their  pistols  and  commenced 
their  defence  by  firing  at  Baker  and  Pinkston  from 
behind  ti-ees. 

Mr.  Ike  Baker  and  Jim  Pinkston  received  the  fire 


dbyGoogle 


526  mSTOIlY  OF  TEXAS. 

of  tte  bell-men,  and  not  liking  the  liberty  taken  by 
tke  sti'angere  witk  theii"  wardrobes,  returned  the  itre, 
and  seven  bucksliot  floored  one  hoosier,  while  five  more 
perforated  the  body  of  the  othei'. 

As  Baker  and  Pinkston  went  up  to  their  assailants, 
they  threw  before  them  their  silver  and  exclaimed : 
"  Take  our  money,  but  spare  our  lives  !  " 

After  learning  the  mistake  of  the  bell-men,  the 
hunters  went  for  a  doctor  and  a  wagon  to  take  the 
wounded  men  to  shelter  and  medical  attendance.  But 
when  the  hunters  returned,  the  bell-men  had  fled,  still 
believing  fchem  to  be  robbers. 

Bloodhounds  were  put  on  the  track  of  the  bell-men, 
and  after  a  chase  of  two  of  three  miles  they  were 

caught,  tbeir  Tvounds  dressed,  and  they  -vrei-e  carried 
to  Mr.  Eater's  residence  and  kindly  cared  for  until 
their  wounds  were  well. 

The  money  was  found  on  the  ground  where  it  was 
thrown,  and  returned  to  its  owners. 

After  the  unfortunate  hooslers  got  well,  Mr,  Baker 
sent  them  in  his  carnage  to  Montgomery,  whence  they 
took  stage  for  Houston. 

Several  years  afterwards,  Ike  Baker  met  one  of  the 
unfortunates  in  the  theatre  at  Galveston,  and  after  a 
friendly  greeting,  he  said :  "  I  never  related  the  affair 
in  Indiana,  and  for  God's  sake  don't  let  the  story  get 
out  on  us  !  " 


dbyGoogle 


HISTORY  OF   TEXAS.  527 

A  railroad  is  contemplated  to  connect  Hempstead, 
Hnntsville,  Montgomery  and  Plantersville  ;  it  wonld 
run  through  a  beautiful,  well  watered  and  finely  tim- 
bered section  of  country.  The  lumber  alone  fi'om  the 
immense  forest  of  pine  through  which  the  road  would 
run,  together  with  the  cotton,  would  surely  pay  the 
expense  of  running  it,  and  add  greatly  to  the  develop- 
ment of  one  of  the  most  sparsely  settled  but  very 
desirable  portions  of  the  State. 
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Georgetown. — Williamson  County^, — Saiu  Houston.— Salado.— Sterling 
Eobortson. — Waco  and  surrounding  country. — Limestone  and  Free- 
stone Counties. — Trinity  College,  Faiifield,  GroesbecK,  Sister  Jane,  Joe 
McDonald,  Anderson,  Smith,  Rains,  and  Hunt  Counties. — Palestine, 
Tyler,  Dr.  Jowers,  Hardin  Hart,  etc. 

aEORGETOWN,  tlie  county  seat  of  Williamson 
county,  waa  named  in  lioiior  of  George  W.  Glass- 
cock, a  native  of  Kentacky,  who  was  a  partner  in 
business  of  tlie  late  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  one  of  tbe 
famous  stoniiing  party  wliich  captured  San  Antonio, 
December  10,  1835.  He  died  in  Travis  county,  Feb- 
ruary 98,  1868,  full  of  years  and  bonors,  leaving  sev- 
eral sons  and  daugbters,  among  tbem  the  prosperous 
and  very  responsible  lawyer  and  laud-agent,  George 
"W.  Glasscock  of  Austin. 

Georgetown  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  South  San 
Gabriel,  twenty-five  miles  north  of  Austin,  about  the 
centre  of  "Williamson  county  (named  after  Judge  Wil- 
liamaon,  a^ias  three-legged  Willie),  through  which 
Indian  creek  and  eleven  other  lovely  streams — named 
Salado,  Bonohoe,  Dyers,  Williamson,  Mustang,  Willis, 
Opossum,  Battleground,  Brushy,  North,  South,  and 
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Main  Sau  Gabriel — flow,  and  is  surrounded  by  most 
beautiful,  ricli  and  productive  lands. 

It  waa  laid  off  and  settled  in  1848,  and  tlie  first 
district  court  was  held  in  tbe  open  air  over  a  pile  oi 
logs. 

Here  Jones  Eivers  came  to  practise  law,  aJid  died 
with  as  little  regret  as  he  could  have  died  anytohere  else, 
so  lie  said  when  dying ;  here  also  may  be  seen  to  thia 
day,  the  grave  of  Phil  Claiborae  which  Col.  Rivers 
caused  to  be  dug  in  anticipation  that  the  Lord  would 
answer  his  prayer  on  a  certain  occasion  and  take  Phil 
to  himself,  while  in  repentance,  peradventure  Philip 
might  backslide  and  be  irrevocably  lost. 

Here  also  reside  the  eldest  son  and  daughter  of  the 
hero  of  San  Jacinto,  Mrs.  Nannie  Morrow,  and  young 
Sam  Houston,  one  of  the  bravest  boys  who  fought  to 
sustain  the  lost  cause,  and  who  was  shot  down  on  the 
battlefield  of  Shiloh,  and  so  terribly  wounded  that  tbe 
sui'geon  who  first  examined  him  pronounced  his  case 
hopeless,  and  advised  poor  Sam  to  talk  quick  and  fast 
to  Grod,  as  his  hour  had  come  when  his  soul  must  wing 
its  way  to  the  mansions  of  everlasting  life  and  eternal 
felicity,  or  go  down  the  easy  descent  to  the  dark  and 
gloomy  regions  where  dwell  those  poor,  erring,  sinful 
mortals  who  hate  "  the  pure,  the  beautiful,  and  the 
good,"  and  "love  darkness  rather  than  light." 

He  says  he  felt  mighty  bad  when  the  surgeon  told 
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Mm  liis  wounda  were  mortal,  and  left  him ;  but  still 
lie  hoped  to  get  well,  and  live,  and  enjoy  himself,  and 
luxuriate  in  the  bright  smiles  and  inestimable  love  of 
some  fair  Texan  maid. 

While  thus  hoping  and  helplessly  lying,  with  his 
bones  broken  and  his  life's  blood  oozing  gently  from 
his  wounds,  the  minister,  sent  to  him  by  the  surgeon, 
came  to  his  side,  and  bending  down  upon  his  knees, 
commenced  an  appeal  to  the  throne  of  Grace  on  behalf 
of  Sam's  immortal  soul,  which  Sam  interrupted  with 
these  words: 

"My  friend,  if  you  will  stop  talking  to  God,  and 
will  stanch  my  blood,  and  dress  my  wounds,  I  think 
I  will  get  well." 

The  pious  man  stopped  prajnng,  and  asked ; 
"Young  man,  what  is  your  name?  " 
"  My  name,"  said  the  wounded  boy,  "  is  Sam  Hous- 
ton." 

"  Are  you  related  to  Gen.  Sam  Houston  of  Texas  f 
asked  the  minister. 

"  I  have  been  taught  since  infancy  to  look  upon 
him  as  my  father,"  rejoined  young  Sam. 

"  Well,  gracious  goodness  alive ! "  exclaimed  the 
preacher,  "  I  know  your  father  well !  he  is  my  f liend  ! 
and,  God  permitting,  you  shall  not  die  !  " 

Whereupon  he  had  poor  Sam  carried  upon  a  litter 
to  his  house,  and  kindly  attended  on  him  until  his 
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bones  had  knitted  together  and  his  ivonnda  were 
healed,  when  the  youthful  hero  bid  farewell  to  hia 
preserver,  and  again  joined  that  brave  and  noble- 
hearted  army  of  Southern  patriots  who  contended  so 
long  and  so  gallantly  against  the  ineshaustible  re- 
sources and  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy— 
but,  alas  !  in  vain. 

I  love  a  brave  man  on  any  part  of  the  ground,  and 
no  one  can  see  and  talk  with  Sam  Houston  without 
recognizing  the  virtue  of  bravery  united  with  a  culti- 
vated mind,  a  fine  person,  and  most  agreeable  manners. 
Georgetown  is  a  veiy  healthy  and '  delightful  place 
to  live  in,  and  no  better  locality  could  have  been 
selected  for  the  Texas  Methodist  University,  which 
is  an  honor  to  as  well  as  the  pride  of  the  citizens  of 
Georgetown,  who  donated  for  its  establishment  $175,- 
000,  This  University  at  present  contains  accommo- 
dations for  300  students,  and  is  in  a  flouiishing  con- 
dition, 

North  of  Georgetown,  about  half-way  between 
Austin  and  Waco,  is  the  fair  and  thriving  town  of 
Salado,  noted  for  its  fine  schools  and  beautiful  spring. 
Here  settled,  in  1S53,  that  sterling  old  Texan,  ster- 
ling soldier  and  sterling  gentleman,  Col.  Sterlmg 
Hobertson,  son  of  the  old  empresario,  Sterling  C. 
Robertson,  whose  colony  embraced  all  the  territory 
north  of  the  Camino  del  Rcy,  from  San  Antonio  to 
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5S,  included  between  tHe  ITavaBota  and  Col 
orado  rivers,  where  said  Camino  del  Key,  or  King's 
highway,  crosses  them.  It  embraced  many  coimties 
eaat  and  west  of  the  Brazos,  but  that  part  west  of 
the  Brazos,  including  the  counties  of  Williamson,  Bell, 
Milam,  Burnett,  Lampasas,  Bosque,  Coryell,  Hamil- 
ton, Erath,  Hood,  Comanche,  Brown,  Eastland,  etc., 
at  the  first  Congress  of  the  Republic  was  re-christen- 
ed, re-baptized  and  re-named  Milam  County — before 
that  time  it  had  been  called  the  municipality  of  Vies- 
ca.  The  name  of  the  town,  as  well  as  of  the  munici- 
pality, was  thus  changed. 

This  territory  is  rich,  productive  and  settling  up 
very  fast.  "Within  six  miles  of  Salado  there  are  six 
grist  mills  run  by  water-power.  In  1859,  there  was 
but  one  family  in  Salado;  now  there  are  350.  Nine 
miles  north  of  Salado  is  the  county  seat,  Belton, 
which  has  a  fine  court-house,  jail,  a  bank,  two  whole- 
sale and  fifteen  retail  stores,  with  a  thrifty  popula- 
tion of  several  hundred  persons. 

To  the  west  of  BeU  are  the  counties  of  Lampasas 
and  San  Saba,  famous  for  their  beautiful  streams  of 
mineral  waters,  whose  health-giving  qualities  draw 
thousands  of  visitors  yearly.  The  Lampasas  springs 
are  becoming  quite  a  fashionable  watering-place. 

The  city  of  "Waco,  formerly  "Waco  village,  and  the 
home  of  the  "Waco  Indians,  is  beautifully  located  on 
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tlie  Brazos  river,  about  100  miles  uortli  of  Austin,  and 
about  the  same  distaiice  soutli  of  Dallas,  containing 
about  sis  or  eight  thousand  inhabitants,  and  rapidly 
increasing  in  houses,  wealth,  and  population. 

l"he  country  round  about  Waco  is  one  of  the  richest 
and  most  atti'active  in  the  world,  producing  excellent 
qualities  of  wheat,  com,  cotton,  rye,  barley,  and  all 
other  productions  of  the  climate. 

A  few  miles  above  the  city,  the  Brazos  de  Dios 
(the  arras  of  God)  affectionately  embraces  the  clear 
and  beautiful  Bosque ;  and  a  few  miles  below,  lovingly 
takes  to  its  bosom  the  less  beautiful  Indian-named 
sti'eam,  the  Tehuacana;  and  between  these  two 
branches,  about  a  mile  apai't,  run  du'ectly  to  it, 
through  the  city,  whUe  several  lovely  fountains  of 
water  run  on  its  southern  bank,  with  which  the 
amiable  "Wacoes  are  wont  to  water  their  whiskey,  and 
wash  their  linen. 

Capt.  S.  P.  K.0S8  and  T.  H.  Barron,  in  1849,  built  the 
first  houses  in  Waco,  and  the  first  sale  of  city  lots  took 
place  in  the  spring  of  1850,  soon  after  which  time  it 
was  made  the  county  seat  of  McLennan  county,  and 
fiourished  so  finely  that,  in  1856,  the  fii'st  Democratic 
State  Convention  ever  called  in  Texas — which  nomi- 
nated H.  R.  Runnels,  who  beat  Gen.  Houston  for  gov- 
ernor— ^was  held  in  Waco. 

The  population  is   composed  almost  entirely   of 
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adventurous  persons  who  emigrated,  from  tlie  older 
States  of  the  Union,  and  their  childi'en  bom  within  the 
last  twenty  years,  and  is  excelled  in  intelligence,  indus- 
try, entei^rise,  refinement,  and  morality,  by  that  of  no 
city  of  equal  size  in  the  State. 

The  Waeoes  have  a  railroad  tapping  the  H.  &,  T.  C, 
at  Bremond;  they  have  a  magnificent  suspension 
bridge  across  the  Brazos;  a  university;  a  female  col- 
lege; several  fine  schools,  and  a  very  goodly  number 
of  churches,  wherein  their  time  believers  congregate 
for  worship,  and  their  "fair  women  and  brave  men" 
often  meet  and  sing,  laugh  and  talk — and  with 

"  Soft  eyea  look  love  to  eyes  wliich  speak  agwn." 
In  these  same  churches — 

"  la  life's  morning  maich,  when  my  IjMom  was  young," 
I  have  lusmi'iated  "  with,  rapture-smitten  frame  "  in 
"  —  tlie  smiles  from,  partial  beauty  won," 

and  passed  many  deliglitful  moments  in  Waco  ; 

"  But  now  Memory  looks  o'er  the  sact  review 
0£  joys  that  faded  like  the  morning  dew." 

A  family  named  Beck  formerly  lived  in  "Waco,  of 
which  I  have  heard  the  following  story;  but — 

"  I  say  the  tale  as  'twas  told  to  me." 
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"Tlieodore  Beet,  like  many  other-  persons  born  and 
reared  in  New  England,  at  early  manliood  came  to 
Texas,  went  to  work,  and  made  a  fortune. 

"  But  having  made  liia  fortune,  Tlieodore  sigked  once 
more  to  look  upon  his  native  hills,  and  to  behold 
again  the  familiar  faces  of  beloved  but  long  unseen 
relatives  and  friends. 

"  Theodore  went  back  to  New  England ;  his  pious 
friends  inquired  and  listened,  while  Theodore  told  his 
marvellous  adventures  and  thrilling  stories  of  blood 
and  murder  in  our  western  wilds. 

"Finally,  his  uncle  William,  a  venerable  old  Puritan, 
looked  Theodore  full  in  the  face,  and  said  : 

'"I  hope,  Theodore,  it  has  never  been  your  misfor- 
tune to  kill  a  fellow-man.' 

" '  Well,  uncle  William,'  said  Theodore, '  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  it  has  ! ' 

"  The  venerable  old  gentleman  heaved  a  sigh,  and  re- 
joined ;  '  Well,  Theodore,  I  hope  to  God  you  did  it  in 
self-defence,  and  that  your  conscience  is  easy  about  it ! 
But  pray,  tell  me  how  you  happened  to  do  it.' 

" '  Well,  uncle,'  answered  Theodore,  '  I  mil  tell  you 
all  about  it.  Tom  Jones  was  the  best  friend  I  ever 
had.  He  was  br^ve,  generous  and  noble-hearted.  We 
had  run  together  for  yeai'S,  and  had  fought  Indians 
side  by  side  many  times.  Now,  on  one  occasion, 
while  we  were  on  the  frontier,  hunting  Indians,  our 
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provisions  gave  oat,  and  we  liad  nothing  to  eat  ior 
two  or  three  days,  when  one  of  the  party  brought  in- 
to camp  a  fine  fat  venison,  which  we  all  cut  up  and 
commenced  broiling,  with  our  ramrods  on  the  fira 
Now,  it  SO'  happened  that  the  wind  changed  while  we 
were  cooking  our  meat,  and  Jones,  in  order  to  keep 
the  amoke  out  of  his  eyes,  jumped  across  the  fire  and 
knocked  my  piece  of  meat  into  the  ashes.  My  six- 
shooter  was  by  my  side,  and  in  a  moment  I  drew  ifc, 
fired,  and  poor  Tom  fell,  shot  through  the  head  1 ' 

'*  His  uncle  William  exclaimed ; '  Why,  gracious  good- 
ness, Theodore,  I  hope  you  didn't  shoot  him  just  for 
knocking  your  meat  ioto  the  ashes  ! ' 

" '  Yes  I  did,  uucle  William,'  said  Theodoi'e  ;  '  and 
I'd  shoot  anybody  for  such  a  thing  !  But  poor  Tom 
died  mighty  hard,  I  shot  him  an  inch  or  so  too  low, 
and  all  I  regretted  about  it  was,  that  I  didn't  shoot 
him  in  the  right  place,'  for  he  did  die  powerful 
hard.' " 

By  this  story,  Theodore  amused  himself  and  his 
friends,  but  gave  a  very  incorrect  idea  of  our  Texas 
frontiersmen,  for  I  have  often  heard  Latin,  Greek, 
Spauisb,  French,  and  German  spokeu  at  the  same 
camp  fii'e. 

Many  times  I  have  heard  very  apt  quotations  from 
Shakspeare,  Burns,  Byron,  Milton,  Moore,  and  other 
immortal  English  bards,  while  no  people  on  the  face 
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of-  tlie  eai'tli  are  more  hospitable,  kind  and  generous 
tlian  tte  old  Texans. 

The  old  followers  of  Jack  Hays,  Tom  Green,  Mike 
Ciievalier,  Henry  and  Ben  McCulloch,  Gotck  Harde- 
man, Alf  Thurmond,  John  Torrey,  George  Neal, 
George  Barnard,  Bob  Neighbours,  Geo.  Frath,  John 
Tom,  Sam  Walker,  Ad  Gillespie,  John  Henry  Brown, 
and  many  others,  whose  names  are  written  on  the 
brightest  pages  of  Texas  history,  would  lavigh  at  this 
story  of  Mr.  Beck  as  a  good  joke. 

In  one  of  the  finest  and  most  substantial  private  resi- 
dences in  Waco,  containing  a  billiard  table  for  the 
amusement  of  his  guests,  resides  a  famous  sport  by 
the  name  of  Telephus  Johnson,  who  (in  ante  hellmn 
days,  when  our  sable-colored  fellow-citizens  and  legis- 
lators were  bought,  sold,  and  bet  on  horse-races) 
planked  up  two  thousand  dollars  and  his  favorite  boy 
Jake  against  the  same  amount  and  a  negro  boy  owned 
by  his  competitor,  Bob  Porter. 

Telephus  bribed  Porter's  rider  to  hold  back  Porter's 
horse  and  let  his  come  out  alaead,  while  Porter  paid 
two  hundred  dollars  for  the  same  purpose  to  the  rider 
of  Telephus. 

Telephus  was  beaten,  and  went  home  cariying  Jake, 
whom  he  solemnly  promised  to  return  back  to  his  mas- 
ter as  soon  as  he  arrived  home,  which  he  failed  to  do. 
He  wrote,  however,  to  Porter,  that  Jake  was  very 
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sick,  and  wrote  again  soon  after  ttat  lie  was  dead,  en- 
closing a  doctor's  bill  and  funei'al  expenses,  and  col- 
lected a  tlionsand  dollars  for  tlie  same,  while  Jake 
"was  at  work  sound  and  hearty. 

This  is  tke  same  person  who,  jnst  after  the  "break 
up,"  bet  the  Federal  officer  who  was  collecting  rebel 
property,  twenty  dollars  that  he  conld  prove  by  negro 
testi^iony  that  the  spurs  worn  by  the  officer  were  not 
the  officer's,  but  the  property  of  himself. 
Calling  np  Jake,  he  inquired  of  him : 
"Whose  spurs  are  those?  " 

After  examining  them  closely,  never  having  seen 
them  before  in  his  life,  Jake  responded : 

"Dey  ar'  your  spurs,  master;  I  seed  you  buy  um 
from  Mr.  House,  in  Houston." 

The  officer  pulled  ofE  the  spurs,  handed  them  to 
Telephus  with  the  twenty  dollars,  aad  departed; 
giviug  up  all  further  claim  to  about  fifty  mules  then 
in  his  possession,  which  the  officer  claimed  and  could 
fuUy  prove,  by  negro  testimony,  was  the  property  of 
the  United  States  as  victors  over  the  Confedei'ate 


The  section  of  country  embracing  Limestone  and 
Freestone  counties  is  finely  watered  by  the  Navasota, 
Trinity,  Tehuacana,  Richland,  Keechi,  Caney,  Steele, 
Christmas,  and  other  beautiful  streams.  It  is  one  of 
the  finest  agricultural  portions  of  the  State,  and  being 
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mostly  settled  by  Georgians,  Alabamians,  TennessearLS 
and  Floridans,  contains  a  population  of  intelligent, 
moral  and  industrious  yeomamy,  among  wliom  the 
immigi-ant  seeking  a  home  in  Texas  can  find  good 
neighbors  and  flue  society. 

The  soil  is  a  sandy  loam,  exceedingly  rich  and  pro- 
ductive, covered  alternately  by  the  meadowy  grass 
of  the  prairie  and  forest  trees,  among  which  the  post 
oat  predominates, 

Grroesbeck,  the  county  seat  of  Limestone  county, 
named  in  honor  of  Mr.  A.  Groeabeck,  vice-president 
of  the  Houston  and  Texas  Central  Railway  Company, 
is  on  the  Central  Railway,  half  way  between  Kosse 
and  Mexia. 

Groesbeck  contains  a  few  hundred  inhabitants,  but 
will,  in  time,  doubtless  contain  a  few  thousand, 

Faiiiield  was  laid  off  in  1851,  when  Freestone 
county  was  severed  from  Limestone,  and  organized ; 
it  contains  about  800  inhabitants,  is  a  beautiful, 
healthy  little  town,  and  may  justly  feel  proud  of  its 
excellent  female  college,,  where  the  fair  daughters  of 
Texas  seize  and  use  the  golden  moxnents  as  they  fly 
by  and  join  the  irrevocable  past,  in  the  improvement 
of  their  minds  and  manners,  as  well  as  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  learning  and  those  gentle,  mnning,  witching 
ways  which  please,  fascinate  and  enslave  the  heai'ta 
of  men. 
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In  this  section  is  also  located  Trinity  College,  one 
of  tlie  best  in  tlie  State,  wherein  tlie  Caiaberland 
Presbyterians  educate  tbeir  children  and  teacli  them 
the  lovely  precepts  of  Divine  revelation,  the  folly  of 
sin,  the  wisdoDi  of  virtiie,  and  the  sublime  principle 
of  faith. 

And  ^ere,  for  the  edification  of  the  reader,  I  will 
relate  the  stoiy  of  Sister  Jane  and  the  enthusiastic 
young  preacher. 

"  Sister  Jane  was  a  very  pious,  good  Christian,  who, 
one  day,  while  discussing  the  idea  of  faith  with  the 
preacher,  said  she  had  faith,  and  sometimes  she  felt 
as  if  she  could  fly. 

"  The  preacher  asserted  that  if  she  had  faith  and  be- 
lieved she  could  fly — that  without  a  doubt  she  could 
jly ;  and  insisted  on  Sister  Jane's  making  the  trial  of 
her  faith. 

"  Sister  Jane  consented— a  table  was  placed  out  in 
the  yai'd,  Sister  Jane  mounted  the  table,  clapped  her 
hands  and  jumped  ofp,  striking  the  air  with  her  anns 
as  a  bird  in  flight  does  with  its  wings. 

"  Sister  Jane  came  to  the  ground  with  greater  speed 
than  grace,  when  the  enthusiastic  minister,  while  aid- 
ing her  to  rise,  said  to  her : 

"  You  were  mistaken,  sister  !  You  haven't  faith ;  if 
you  had,  you  could  have  flown  through  the  air  as  a 
dove.' 
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"  Sister  Jane  answered :  '  I  have  faith,  brother,  and 
I  still  believe  I  can  fly,  l^ut  I  didn't  get  the  right 
ftop.' " 

The  early  settlers  of  Limestone  county,  who  built 
their  houses  in  the  "wilderness  and  although  often 
troubled  by  the  Indians,  converted  it  into  green  fields 
and  happy  homes,  were  truly  men  of  faith  ! 

Indeed,  if  success  is  any  evidence  of  merit,  and  get- 
ting the  right  fl-op  leads  on  to  fortune,  it  may  be 
said  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  magnificent  farm- 
ing country,  "  They  got  the  right  fiop ! " 

They  not  only  ■converted  a  wilderness  into  green 
fields  and  liappy  homes,  but  they  built  school-houses, 
colleges  and  churches.  Nor  did  they  stop  here,  but, 
led  by  an  ahidmg  faith  in  God,  who  had  so  long  de- 
fended them  against  the  tomahawk  of  the  cruel,  blood- 
thirsty savages,  they  joined  hands  and  hearts,  formed 
bands  more  numerous  than  that  of  Gideon,  and  made 
the  wilderness  resound  with  the  songs  and  shouts  of 
their  glorious,  old  time-honored  cam^  meetings. 

I  have  attended  camp  meetings  and  listened  with 
flelight  to  songs  similar  to  the  following : 

"  I  want  to  go,  1  want  to  go, 
I  want  to  go  thoro  too ; 
"Where  solid  joy  fills  tlie  soul, 
I  want  to  go  there  too  1 " 

Once  on  a  time  a  very  amiable  old  Texan  named 
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Joe  McDonald,  after  getting  on  the  ontside  of  as 
nmcli  whiskey  as  he  could  conveniently  carry,  went 
to  one  of  these  camp  meetings  with  a  bottle  in  his 
pocket. 

The  mitiister  gave  out  a  liymn,  which  was  snng  by 
the  congregation  and  followed  by  prayer,  during  which 
Joe,  while  on  his  knees,  imbibed  from  his  bottle, 
whicii  so  affected  him  that  when  the  congregation, 
after  prayer,  again  commenced  singing,  Joe  arose 
from  Ms  seat,  and  after  exclaiming  ;  "  Brethren,  stop 
that  song !  it  would  freeze  h — 1  over  a  foot  thick  in  a 
minute  and  a  quarter ;  let  me  sing  !  "  He  sang  in  a 
loud  musical  voice,  solo,  the  following  beautif  al  lines 
of  the  poet ; 

"  Oft  in  th.9  stilly  mgb.t, 
Ere  sluiavber's  cliaiu  hath  bound  me, 
Fond  memory  brings  tlic  light 
Of  other  days  around  me." 

Tlie  effect  of  his  song  may  be  more  easily  im- 
agined than  described.  Joe  was  taken  out  from  the 
oongi'egation  of  the  faithful — some  laughing  and 
others  smiling,  while  the  rigidly  righteous  frowned 
their  rebuke  and  indignation  in  angry  looks  at  poor 
Joe's  ungodly  condition  and  impious  conduct. 

At  one  of  tlieae  camji  meetings,  on  Mill  creek, 
Guadalupe  county,  in  Western  Texas,  where  stock- 
raising  is  followed  as  a  business,  and  the  branding  of 
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animals  by  the  ownei'  is  required  by  law,  and  they 
gather  them  in  pens,  brand  and  turn  them  out  again, 
Gen.  Henry  McCullocli  was  converted  to  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  Lord,  and  becoming  enthused  in  the 
cause  of  his  new  Master,  he  appealed  to  his  old  sol- 
diers who  had  followed  him  in  his  numerous  battles 
with  Indians  and  Mexicans,  to  lay  aside  their  love  for 
the  vain  and  empty  pleasures  of  tWs  wicked  world, 
and  follow  him  in  his  new  expedition,  the  grand  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  avoid  the  pains  and  penalties  of 
hell  and  (iamnation,  and,  after  a  safe  passage  of  the 
river  Jordan  and  victorious  assault  upon  the  fortifi- 
cations of  Zion,  was  to  end  in  everlasting  life  and 
eternal  happiness. 

The  general's  appeal  took  like  wildfire,  and  in  a 
moment  or  two  the  little  sanctuary  was  filled,  and  the 
preacher  exhorted  the  new  converts  to  stand  back 
and  not  crowd  in  so  fast. 

This  exhortation  of  the  preacher  was  followed  by 
the  loud  command  of  one  of  the  newly  converted  cow- 
boys ;  "  Brand  'em  and  turn  'em  out." 

Soon  after  this  occurrence  there  was  a  hill  of  al- 
most a  pei-fect  calm,  which  was  ended  by  three  loud 
resounding  yells  from  a  shouting  sister,  when  one  of 
the  cow-boys  inquired  of  his  chum  : 

"  Say,  Jim.,  what  you  reckon  the  sister  is  hoUerin 
for?" 
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"  Don't  know,  Jack,"  answered  tlie  other,  "thout  tlie 
sister's  on  her  transit,  got  to  Jordan,  and  is  a  hol- 
lerin  for  the  ferryman  to  come  and  cross  her  over  the 
river." 

On  another  occasion  a  famous  old  Texan,  Jack 
Cryer,  of  Colorado,  at  the  earnest  entreaties  of  con- 
verted friends,  manfully  walked  up  to  the  altar  and 
anchored  himself  on  the  anxious  seat,  to  be  prayed 
for. 

The  prayers  of  the  faithful  were  answered,  and 
Jack  was  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  and 
became  a  member  of  the  church. 

Two  or  three  days  afterwards,  a  young  lady,  after 
conversion,  fell  into  a  trance ;  a  <loctor  and  two  or 
three  preachers,  after  examination,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  patient  was  not  dangerously  sick,  and 
would  be  all  right  in  a  few  hours,  when  Mr.  Cryer 
took  the  hand  of  the  young  lady  in  his,  and  finding 
no  pulse,  solemnly  exclaimed:  "I'll  be  d  ■  ■  ■  ■  d  if  she 
don't  seem  to  me  might'ly  like  she's  dead  !  " 

Jack  Cryer's  faith  was  simon  pure.,  and  no  doubt 
the  recording  angel,  after  entering  this  oath  of  Jack's, 
let  fall  a  tear  on  the  record  and  blotted  it  out,  for  it 
was  uttered  ijmbeknownest  to  himself,  and  owing  alone 
to  his  deplorable  habit  of  profane  swearing. 

East  of  Freestone  is  Anderson  county,  through  the 
fertile  valleys  of  which  flow  the  Trinity  and  Nachez 
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rivers,  Palestine,  the  county  seat,  was  laid  off  in  1846, 
and  is  a  pleasant,  healthy,  and  thriving  town  of  about 
2,500  or  3,000  inhabitants.  Here  resides  Hon.  John 
H.  Reagan,  his  partner  Col.  Thos.  B.  Greenwood, 
Gen.  T.  J.  Word,  Col.  A.  T.  Eainey,  and  that  distin- 
guished gentlemen,  Dr.  "W.  G.  W.  Jowers,  who  was 
one  of  the  number  who  once  suffered  in  a  little  game 
of  cards,  in  consequence  of  the  Hon,  Hardin  Hart's 
conscientions  scruples  about  gambling  on  Sunday,  as 
will  appear  from  the  following  reminiseence  : 

Many  years  ago,  in  Austin,  at  a  little  outhouse 
belonging  to  Captain  James  Swisher,  near  the  Treas- 
ury building,  Forbes  Britton,  Doctor  Jowers,  Gen. 
Tarrant,  and  the  learned  Justice  Hardin,  engaged  in 
a  game  known  among  sportsmen  as  poker.  Now,  it 
so  happened  that  it  was  Saturday  night,  and  that 
Hai'din  was  lucky,  and  when  the  clock  struck  twelve, 
having  won  from  the  party  about  five  hundred  dollars, 
he  arose  from  the  table  from  which  he  had  raked  and 
pocketed  his  winnings,  and  pointing  to  the  clock, 
with  pious  solemnity  covering  his  venerable  counte- 
nance, said;  "Gentlemen,  you  see  it's  now  twelve 
o'clock ;  ef  we  play  eny  longer  we'll  be  violatin'  the 
Sabbath !  My  conscience  checks  me,  an'  I  won't  play 
another  m/rd  to-night ! " 

With  this  classic  remai'k,  according  to  Forbes  Brit- 
ton's  account  of  it,  Hardin  jumped  the  game  ! 
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Nearly  north  of  Palestine,  about  fifty  miles,  is  the 
fair  city  of  Tyler,  couaty  seat  of  the  finely  timbered 
and  productive  county  of  Smith,  named  in  honor  of 
the  immortal  Deaf  Smith,  or  some  other  member  of 
that  illustrious  family. 

A  branch  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States 
is  held  at  Tyler,  but  in  a  little  rented  building,  the 
Government  not  having  either  the  money  or  the  in- 
clination to  erect  a  court-house  in  Texas. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  is  also  held  in 
Tyler,  which,  as  it  is  surrounded  by  a  veiy  healthy 
and  iinely  watered  country,  producing  the  most  de- 
lightful apples,  peaches,  pears,  and  grapes,  bids  fair 
to  flourish  and  advance  from  ita  present  population  of 
three  thousand  to  ten  or  twenty  thousand  inhabitants 
in  a  very  short  time. 

Rains  and  Hunt  counties,  watered  by  the  Sabine 
and  its  tributaries,  which  extend  even  to  OoUin  county, 
ai'e  also  rich,  fertile,  and  productive,  as  well  as  settling 
up  rapidly. 

It  was  in  the  flourishing  town  of  McKinney,  which 
was  named  in  honor  of  Collin  McKinney,  as  was  Col- 
lin county,  the  richest  in  the  State  also,  that  in  1868 
I  first  beheld  Judge  Hardin  Hart  on  the  bench. 

I  did  try,  as  follows,  to  describe  Hardin  as  he  ap- 
peared when  I  entered  the  temple  of  justice,  with  his 
drawers  hanging  at  least  two  inches  belo-\s-  his  pants. 
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over  a  pair  of  rougli  brogans,  showing  his  skin  to  the 
observer,  and  his  shirt,  none  of  the  whitest,  exposed 
"between  his  vest  and  pants  for  about  three  inches. 
His  honor  wore  a  blue  coat  (said  to  have  been  won 
from  a  Federal  soldier),  not  after  the  style  of  "  old 
Father  Gi-imes,"  which  was  long-tailed,  but  more  after 
that  of  Boaes,  the  dancing  negro  in  the  Olympic. 

After  sitting  erect  for  a  few  moments  Hardin  rested 
his  elbows  on  the  plank  which  served  Mm  aa  a  desk, 
and  then  rested  his  head  upon  his  hands,  occasionally 
running  one  of  his  fists  as  far  into  his  mouth  as  he 
could  get  it. — "  Them  is  my  idees  of  what  the  law  ar," 
he  said,  when  enunciating  a  decision. 

The  judge  was  reported  to  have  bought  a  new 
shirt  and  paper  collar  lately  at  Bonham,  but  I  am 
informed  that  the  rumor  is  false — he  having  on  the 
same  one  he  wore  at  Sherman  a  few  weeks  ago. 

He  walked  into  a  crowd  of  lawyers  and  citizens 
the  other  day,  and  hearing  one  say  :  "  Well,  President 
Johnson  will  be  deposed,  that  is  certain,"  Judge  Hart 
remarked  with  a  joyous  countenance :  "Yes,  and  I 
reckon  his  fall  will  be  as  great  as  that  of  Michael 
tews  /  "  One  of  the  gentlemen  asked  him  :  "  What 
about  Michael?  How  and  where  did  Michael  fall 
from  i  "  "  Why,  don't  you  know,"  said  Judge  Hart, 
"  that  the  angel  Michael  wus  flung  clean  over  the 
battlements  of  heaven?"     "I  don't  know  it,  judge; 
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where  do  you  get  your  inf  ormation  from  ?  "     "  Why, 
from  the  Bible,  to  be  sure !  " 

In  an  action  of  debt  the  other  day,  on  a  question 
involving  the  statute  of  limitations,  Hardin,  in  decid- 
ing the  point  at  issue,  said :  "  Gen.  Maxey,  you  '  stood 
pat '  on  your  note.  Sam  Roberts  '  saw  '  you,  for  the 
widow  and  children,  on  the  plea  of  intervention ;  but 
Capt.  Brown  '  has  seed '  yon  both,  and  '  raised '  you 
on  the  statute  of  limitations,  and  as  the  case  now 
stands,  Capt.  Brown  is  entitled  to  the  pot,  and  it  is 
so  decided.  Mr.  Sheriff,  adjourn  court  until  to-mor- 
row mornin'." 

In  another  case  Col.  Sam  Roberts  declined  to  amend 
after  exceptions  to  his  pleadings  had  been  sustained, 
but  afterwards,  when  going  to  trial,  asked  leave  to 
amend,  when  Judge  Hart  said : 

"  Col.  Roberts,  you  stood  pat !  you  can't  draw  now  ! 
you  must  play  your  hand  for  what  it's  worth." 

From  these-  decisions  it  would  appear  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  legal  learning  which  Judge  Hart  has 
acquired  by  the  lucubrationes  viginU  annorum,  he 
has  also  acquired  some  knowledge  of  card  playing. 

Had  Cervantes  known  his  Honor,  Sancho  Panza, 
the  Governor  of  the  Island  of  Barataria,  would  have 
been  a  richer  character  than  he  is. 

"While  Hardin  was  irj  Austin  as  a  legislator,  he  was 
etanding  one  morning  before  Swisher's  hotel  on  the 
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edge  of  the  ditch,  and  by  his  attitude,  which  was  that 
of  a  man  just  about  to  jump,  drew  the  attention  of 
Jones  Eivera,  who  stopped,  and  after  looking  at  Mm 
f 01-  a  while,  yelled  out : 

"  Jump !  damn  you,  jmrvp  I " 

His  Honor  turned  on  Col.  Rivers,  and  said  very  in- 
dignantly : 

"I  don't  want  to  jump!  I  ain't  a  gwien  to  jump, 
and  I'll  be  d — d  if  you  can  make  me  jump  ! " 

Whereupon  Jones  smiled,  and' in  his  peculiar  way, 
which  caused  the  crowd  to  laugh,  said : 

"  Well,  sir,  don't  get  excited  ;  I  thought  you  were 
going  to  let  out  youi'  last  link  and  jump  your  level 
best,  and  was  waiting  to  see  you  jump,  but  if  you  don't 
wish  to  jump,  you  needn't  to  jump,  narry  time  !  " 

After  the  inauguration  of  Gov.  Coke,  while  the 
Davis  administration  was  claiming  to  be  the  de  jure 
government  of- Texas,  Judge  Hart  sent  in  his  resigna- 
tion to  both  Govs.  Coke  and  Davis,  remarking  to  his 
friend,  E.  G.  Bower,  of  Dallas :  "  If  this  ain't  enough 
to  kiver  the  case,  I'll  send  'em  duplicates." 

Judge  Hart  is  kindly  spoken  of  in  his  district  as 
one  of  the  best  judges  who  ever  served  them,  for  it  is 
said  he  did  his  best  to  give  justice. 

On  one  occasion,  a  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  con- 
trary to  his  instructions,  when  Hardin  solemnly  said; 
"Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  you  are   disehavged !     Mr. 
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SheriiE,  you  will  summon  another  jury,  but  if  you  get 
another  Bct  of  as  blasted  rascals  as  compose  this  one, 
1  raise  you  a  lean  I " 

With  Judge  Hart  I  also  met  in  McKinney,  Judge 
G.  A.  Everts,  known  familiarly  over  Northei-n  Texas 
as  "  Old  Bustamente,"  and  always  associated  in  my 
recollection  with  bull  nettles  and  centipedes,  from  the 
fact  that  once  on  a  time  he  came  running  into  a  room 
at  night  in  Bonham,  where  I  was  enjoying  an  innocent 
game  of  "  draw,"  holding  his  pantaloons  with  both 
hands,  and  flight  and  terror  speaking  from  his  whole 
Jispect,  and  exclaimed:  "  Bit  by  a  centipede  !  dead  in 
fifteen  minutes,  by  G~d !  "  It  turned  out  that  the 
judge  had  mistaken  a  bunch  of  bull  nettles  for  a 
centipede. 
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Northoni  Tesas.— Jonesboroiigli,  Travis,  and  George  WrigM.— Kiowa 
Indiana  kill  Hon,  G.  fT.  Maitin,  his  Son  Mat. — Gen.  Loavonworth. — 
Glarksville,  Paria,  Honey  Grove,  Bonhara,  Sbci'man,  Bnnis,  Denison, 
Jones  Rivera,  etc, 

"T^OWIE,  Red  River,  Lamar,  Fannin,  Grayson  and 
^^  Coot  counties,  on  Red  river,  as  "vvell  as  Denton, 
Collin,  Hunt  and  Hopkins  counties,  lying  south  of 
ttem,  contain  magniiicent  lands,  on  "whicli,  in  the 
same  field,  grow,  most  lusui'iantly,  wteat,  com,  cot- 
ton, potatoes,  cabbage,  rye,  oats,  barley,  tobacco,  and 
all  otber  productions  of  the  climate,  while  the  many 
streams  which  flow  through  them  abound  in  flsh,  and 
the  forests  in  game. 

No  portion  of  the  South  presents  greater  induce- 
ments to  the  farmer,  mechanic,  or  professional  man, 
than  this,  and  yet,  in  old  Red  River  county,  where 
the  town  of  Jonesborough,*  containing  two  thousand 
inhabitants,  once  stood,  now  grow  splendid  crops  of 
corn  and  cotton ! 

Jonesborough  once  outnumbered  Galveston,  Hons- 

■  This  3,000  is  given,  by  Almonte,  Kennedy  and  Yoakum,  but  I  learned 
from  the  Wr^ht  brotliera  and  Dosa  family  wto  lived  tbere,  that  J 
ough  never  coDtaiHed  more  tban  500  iahabitants. 
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ton,  Jefferson  and  Dallas,  all  put  together !  Now, 
the  site  of  the  once  flourishing  and  promising  city — 
the  metropolis  of  Northei'n  Texas,  where  its  mer- 
ehauts,  traders  and  husbandmen  most  did  congregate 
■ — ^ia  fenced  in,  plowed  and  cultivated  ! 

Like  many  Mr.  Joneses,  Smiths,  Johnsons,  Jacltsons 
and  Browns,  Jonesborough  started  out  in  life  with 
very  promising  prospects  of  becoming  famous ;  but 
as— 

"  A  flower  that  does  ■witli  op'niBg  morn  arise, 
A.nd,  flouriahing  the  day,  at  eveniQg  dies !  " 

Jonesborough  put  forth  the  tender  leaves  of  Hope, 
bloomed,  and  then  was  nipped  by  a  killing  frost ! 
Like  Palmyra,  Persepolis,  Illium  and  San  Filipe  de 
Austin,  but  not  like  Herculanasum  nor  Pompeii, 
Jonesborough  was  !  but,  "  as  the  baseless  fabric  of  a 
vision,"  Jonesborough  is  gone ! 

"  Alas,  the  uncertainty  and  inaecuiity  of  all  earthly  tMngs !  " 

"  The  stoutest  vessel  manned  by  brave  hearts  and 
skillful  hands  may  founder  in  a  hurricane,  while  the 
frail  bark  which  owns  no  mastery  in  building,  may 
be  gently  wafted  into  its  destined  harbor ! " 

"  Well— well,  the  world  must  turn  upon  ifcg  axis, 
And  all  maiikind  turn  with  it,  heads  or  tails. 
And  live  and  die,  make  love  and  pay  our  tases 
And  as  the  veering  wind  shifts,  shift  our  sails." 
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In  tlie  days  of  "the  Republic  of  Texas,  there  lived 
ill  Ked  River  cotinty,  two  brothers  named  Travis  Gr. 
and  George  W.  Wright,  the  former  of  whom  served 
as  a  legislator  of  Arkansas,  while  at  the  same  time 
the  latter  served  as  a  member  of  the  Texas  Congress. 
Arkansas  still  claims  a  portion  of  laud  west  of  the 
river  which  should  be  added  to  Bowie  or  Red  River 
county,  but  at  an  early  day  the  boundary  line  was 
not  known,  and  Tesans  and  Arkansawyers  thus  frater- 
nized. 

The  Wright  brothers  settled  on  Red  River  about 
1816 — fine  specimens  of  the  old  Texan— and  ai'e,  in- 
deed, p^r  iwhile  fratrv/tn.,  whose  ancestors  fought 
under  the  immortal  Washington  in  the  glorious  strug- 
gle which  resulted  in  American  Independence,  and 
whose  children  lately  bore  aloft  in  battle  the  cross  of 
St.  Andrew. 

I  have  heard  them  tell  of  their  early  lives  in  Texas 
— how,  after  the  labor  of  the  day  and  eating  their 
suppers,  they  would  take  their  blankets,  go  to  the 
woods,  and  by  the  sides  of  logs  enjoy  that  refreshing 
sleep  and  security  which  their  house,  on  account  of 
the  nocturnal  attacks  of  the  Indians,  did  not  afford. 

In  May,  1834,  the  Kiowa  Indians  made  a  descent 
upon  the  settlements  of  Northern  Texas  on  Glass's 
Creek,  killed  Judge  Gabriel  N".  Martin,  the  brother-in- 
law  of  T.  G.  and  G.  W.  Wright,  and  carried  away  to 
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their  strongliold  in  the  Wichita  raountains  his  little 
son,  Mat  W.  Martin,  then  eight  years  old. 

After  burying  the  husband  of  his  only  sister,  -who 
was  almost  distracted  by  his  death,  Capt.  T.  G. 
Wright,  with  three  volunteers,  John  Eagsdale,  Thos. 
MeCown,  and  Hardy,  a  negro  who  had  lived  with  the 
Kiowas  and  spoke  their  language,  bid  good-by  to 
their  friends,  and  struck  out  over  the  boundless 
prairie  to  hunt  the  murderers  of  Judge  Martin,  rescue 
little  Mat  and  return  him  to  his  grief-stricken 
mother. 

It  was  arranged  that  when  the  little  party  should 
find  the  camp  of  the  Indians,  Capt.  Wright,  with 
Eagsdale  and  McCown,  should  conceal  themselves  in 
.  a  thicket,  while  Hardy  should  enter  alone  the  camp 
of  his  old  associates,  and,  while  pretending  to  rejoin 
them,  fiud  the  little  boy,  and,  when  opportunity 
offered,  with  him  leave  the  camp  of  the  Kiowas,  seek 
the  hiding  place  of  his  friends,  and  with  them  and 
little  Mat  return  as  best  they  could  to  the  settle- 
ments. 

For  days  and  weeks  they  traversed  the  prairies  and 
cross  timbers,  but  before  they  neared  the  village  of 
tie  Kiowas,  these  bold  and  death-daring  frontiersmen 
most  fortunately  fell  in  with  Gen.  Leavenworth  of 
the  United  States  Array,  who,  with  detachments  of 
infantry  and  cavalry,  was  seeking  these  same  Indians, 
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by  oriilcr  of  the  Grovernment,  to  treat  with  tliem  for 
the  delivery  of  othei"  captives  then  held  by  them. 

Capt.  Wright  and  his  party  joined  the  command  of 
Gen.  Leavenworth,  and  all  of  them  being  good  woods- 
men, were  of  great  service  in  finding  lost  horses  and 
killing  game. 

The  weather  was  hot,  the  prairies  all  dry  and 
water  very  scarce,  while  the  Indians  fled  before  and 
hting  around  their  rear,  refusing  to  stop  even  for  a 
white  flag  or  to  hold  any  communication  whatever 
with  them. 

From  bad  water,  exposure,  anxiety  of  mind,  or 
some  other  cause,  Gen.  Leavenworth  sicliened  and 
died,  when  Capt.  Wright  and  his  party,  with  twelve 
soldiers,  were  detailed  to  carry  back  his  body 
to  Fort  Washita,  from  whence  it  was  afterwards 
taken  for  final  interment  to  Delhi,  New  York. 

As  a  soldier  and  officer  Gen.  Leavenworth  was  ad- 
mired for  his  many  excellent  qualities,  and  his  un- 
timely death  was  sincerely  mourned  by  his  whole 
command, 

Capt.  Wright  and  his  party  returned  from  Port 
Washita  to  the  little  army  then  under  command  of 
the  next  senior  officer,  Capt.  Dean,  with  which  he 
and  his  party  passed  through  the  cross  timbers, 
suSering  much — often  pressing  the  juice  from  wild 
grapes   to    quench   their   thirst,  which  not  only  re- 
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lieved  tbem,  but  had  an  eshilai'ating  effect  similar  to 
wine. 

After  mueli  suffering  and  hardsliip  tiey  came  to  a 
country  abounding  in  water  and  game,  when  tkey 
luxuriated  upon  roast  turkey,  venison  and  buffalo 
steaks,  besides  a  variety  of  fi'esli-water  fish,  and  honey 
found  abundantly  in  the  hollow  trees. 

But  it  was  some  time  before  they  found  the  village 
of  the  Kiowas :  in  the  course  of  time,  however,  after 
scouiiug  the  country  all  round  where  the  trail  diaap- 
peai'ed,  they  discovered  an.  Indian  on  the  prairie, 
when  two  select  men  on  swift  horses  were  ordered 
to  catch  him.  The  race  was  short,  for  when  the  In- 
dian saw  his  pursuers  gaining  on  him  and  lost  all 
hope  of  escape,  he  dismounted,  and  levelled  his  gua  at 
them;  whereupon  they  also  dismounted  and  ad- 
vanced upon  him  without  presenting  their  guns,  but 
making  signs  to  him  not  to  shoot,  which  he  did  not 
do,  and  the  two  horsemen  came  up  to  him  without 
harm  and  induced  him  to  visit  their  camp. 

The  Kiowas  had  been  at  war  with  the  Osage 
Indians,  and  when  this  Kiowa  entered  the  camp  of 
the  white  men,  to  his  great  joy  and  astonishment, 
Ms  only  sister  (who  had  been  captured  by  the  Osages 
in  one  of  their  battles  with  the  Kiowas,  and  had 
been  ransomed  or  purchased  by  the  TTnited  States,  in 
order  to  present  her  as  a  token  of  friendship  to  her 
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ti'ibe)  ran  up  to  liim,  and  falling  upon  his  necls,  wept 
for  joy. 

Tlie  objects  of  the  expedition  having  been  explained 
to  this  Indian,  he  piloted  Dean's  command  to  the  place 
where  the  trail  or  path  gave  out  on  the  bank  of  a 
creek,  up  that  creek  several  hundred  yards  through 
the  water  to  a  plain  road  on  the  opposite  bank,  which 
led  to  their  village,  where  a  treaty  was  soon  concluded 
and  njany  liberated  captives  ran  to  the  open  arras  of 
their  kindred  and  friends. 

Little  Mat  Martin  again  made  glad  the  heart  of  a 
fond  mother  and  other  relations  and  friends,  while 
Capt.  Travis  Gr.  Wright  still  lives  and  enjoys  that 
sweetest  and  moat  exquisite  pleasure  which  always 
comes  home  to  the  hearts  of  those  who  delight  to 
make  others  happy. 

The  Hon.  George  W.  Wright  often  spealcs  of  the 
six  changes  of  goveramenta  under  which  he  has 
lived. 

1st.  Under  the  United  States,  by  cession  fi'om 
France  in  1803 ;  3d.  Under  Spain,  by  cession  from  the 
United  States,  in  1819  tol824;  3d.  Under  the  United 
Statesof  Mexico,  from  1824  to  1836;  4th.  Under  the 
Repiiblic  of  Texas,  from  1836  to  1846;  5th.  The 
United  States  again,  from  1846  to  1861 ;  6th.  The 
Confederate  States,  from  1861  to  1865;  7th.  The 
United  States  again,  which  he  don't  count  as  the  7tli 
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government,  has  not  yet  changed,  and  it  is  fervently 


The  "Wright  brothers  also  told  me  oi  the  good  old, 
times  of  the  cash-note  system,  payable  in  cows  and 
calves,  when  every  Texan's  credit  was  good  for  what 
he  wished  to  buy,  unless  he  was  a  notorious  character, 
and  then  how  they  used  to  swing  up  these  notorious 
characters  to  the  limbs  of  trees. 

Page's  tree,  at  Clarlisville,  and  Bighorn  Smith's,  at 
Bonham,  stand  to  this  day  as  living  witnesses  to  the 
swift  and  certain  punishment  meted  out  to  the  wrong- 
doer by  the  old  Texans.  No  games  of  seven-up  were 
then  played  by  jurors  in  order  to  agree  on  a  verdict, 
but  when  crime  was  found  out  its  punishment  fol- 
lowed. 

This  certainty  of  punishment  for  crime  prevents  its 
often  occurrence,  and  it  might  be  well  for  our  State 
and  National  legislators,  in  view  of  the  great  demor- 
alization of  the  times,  to  lay  aside  their  sickly  senti- 
mentality about  reforming  thieves,  robbers,  and  mur- 
derers in  penitentiaries,  and  by  inflicting  certain,  full 
and  speedy  punishment  upon  them,  thus  mate  crime 
odious,  perilous,  and  less  frequent.  If  they  will  not 
listen  to  the  voice  of  wisdom,  the  aspect  of  teiTor  may 
arrest  their  wicked  resolves. 

If,  as  we  learoed  from  "Webster's  old  spelling-book, 
they  will  not  listen  to  kiud  words,  nor  heed  harmless 
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turfs  of  grass,  then  let  fly  at  them  bone-brealiiiig 
death-hearing  stones. 

When  the  gentle  words  of  peace  and  love  are  scofied 
at  by  the  careless,  hardened  villain,  then 

"  Cr>!  SAYOC,  and  let  aHp  ike  dogs  ofwa/r" 

on  the  hopeless,  unrepentant  wretch,  and  thereby 
protect  society  and  throw  over  the  innocent  and 
defenceless  the  shield  of  terror. 

In  1846,  while  riding  alone  about  dusk,  on  the  na- 
tional road  cut  through  the  dense  forest  of  the  Red 
River  bottom,  between  Pine  Bluffs  and  where  the 
Kiamitia  flows  into  that  stream,  near  the  place  where 
three  men  had  been  hung  for  murder  or  robbery,  I  saw 
approaching  me  a  terrible-looking  man,  who,  fi'om  his 
staggering,  was  either  drunk  or  acting  the  drunkard. 
I  was  entirely  unainnecl,  and  the  idea  occurred  to 
me  that  the  individual  might  attempt  to  rob  me. 
When  he  approached,  and  after  shaking  lue  warmly 
by  my  right  hand  with  his,  suddenly  he  changed  his 
grasp  of  my  hand  fi'om  his  right  hand  to  his  left,  and 
thrust  his  right  hand  into  his  bosom  ! 

Blood  and  murder !  my  hair  stood  on  end,  and  ele- 
vated my  hat !  Was  he  going  to  draw  a  pistol  or 
bowie-knife  ?  Should  I  pop  both  spurs  into  my  horse's 
side  and  thus  try  to  escape,  or  bounce  on  him  from  tha 
saddle  for  a  death  struggle  ? 
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In  a  momftnt,  which  seemed  a  mighty  long  time,  he 
drew  forth  hla  hand  from  his  bosom,  holding  in  ifc 
neither  pistol  nor  knife,  but  a  bottle  of  Dexter's  double 
rectified,  and  exclaimed : 

"  Talte  a  drink,  stranger  !  take  a  drink  !  " 
Kever  was  my  snrprise  and  astonishment  so  great, 
so  agreeable,  or  so  sudden  1 

I  have  often  been  in  dangefj  have  seen  many  shells  ex- 
plode,  and  have  been  shot  at  when  only  a  few  feet  from 
my  enemy,  but  I  never  felt  half  so  much  scared  in  all 
my  life  as  I  did  when  this  highwayman,  who  proved  to 
be  an  honest,  good  citizen,  thrust  his  hand  in  his  bosom. 
Paris,  Bonham,  Sherman,  and  Clarksville  are  beau- 
tiful and  flourishing  towns,  —  each  surrounded  by 
rich  lands,  fine  farms,  and  a  prosperous  people. 

Sherman  was  at  one  time  as  large  as  Dallas,  but 
the  Texas  Pacific,  when  it  connected  the  latter  with 
Shreveport  and  Texarkana,  while  the  Transcontinental 
failed  to  connect  Sherman  even  with  Paris,  precipi- 
tated the  growth  of  Dallas. 

Denison,  sixteen  miles  north  of  Sherman,  at  the 
junction  of  the  Central  railroad  with  the  M.  K.  and 
T.,  ships  thousands  of  beeves  to  St.  Lonis  annually, 
and  has  the  largest  flour  mill  in  Texas.*     It  is  but 

•  In  this  I  may  be  mistaken,  for  Mr.  Joseph  Mulhall,  o£  St,  Louis,  the 
tamous  atooliynrd  maji,  has  recently  erected  a  very  fine  floTning  mill  at 
the  very  prosperous  dtj  of  Ennis,  in  the  iQidai;  of  rich  aad  very  prodnotivo 
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ttree  miles  from  tlie  Indian  Tenitory,  and  daily  tlie 
red  men  with  their  wives  and  pappooses  throng  its 
streets. 

Denison  has  one  of  the  most  elegant  institutions 
of  learning  in  the  State,  and  bids  fail'  to  increase  in 
wealth  and  importance.  It  now  nnmbers  several 
thoueand  inhabitants,  although  but  little  inore  thau 
two  years  old. 

About  midway  between  Paris  'and  Bonham  is  the 
lovely  little  village  of  Honey  Grove,  in  the  midst  of 
a  very  rich,  beautiful  and  productive  country^here 
the  hero,  Davy  Crockett,  stopped  and  rested  when 
he  first  came  to  Texas,  and  finding  bees  and  honey 
in  the  trees,  named  the  place  HoTiey  Grove. 

The  Transcontinental  railroad,  a  branch  of  the 
Texas  and  Pacific,  runs  by  this  place. 

Soon  theii'  old  mode  of  transportation,  by  horse  and 
ox-wagon,  will  be  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  the  old 
North  Texan  can  smile  as  the  locomotive  carries  him 
pleasantly  over  iron  rails  his  old  day's  journey  in  an 
hour. 

But  never  will  the  old  Texana  forget  the  long 
weary  miles,  over  boggy  roads  and  hog-wallow  prairie, 

fields  of  wheat,  com,  cotton,  etc.  Bmiis  ia  ia  EUia  County,  feast  of  Wasa- 
haohie,  the  county  seat ;  is  beautifnlly  located  on  the  Houston  and  Tcsaa 
Central  Eoilroad,  tMrty-three  milea  south  of  Dallaa,  aaiil  is  oextain  to  be- 
come a  city  of  considerable  trade  and  iraportance. 
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to  mai'ket,  and  how  they  used  to  ask :  "  Stranger,  how 
far  is  it  to  town  ?  "  and  how,  sometimes,  the  aPt'cmger 
would  not  do  as  Jones  Rivers  did,  lessen,  bnt  increase 
the  distance. 

Jones  being  asked  this  question,  answei'ed  :  "  Well, 
sir,  your  team  appears  fatigued,  you  look  very  thirsty, 
and  the  road  is  bad,  eo  I'll  let  you  have  it  at  twelve 
miles,  but  I'll  be  d — d  if  anybody  else  should  have  it 
for  less  than  fifteen." 

Col.  Eivers  was  indeed  a  man  of  infinite  wit  and 
humor,  and  I  wiU.  relate  with  what  ease  and  pleasan- 
try, in  his  expiring  moments,  he  "  folded  the  drapery 
of  his  couch  around  him,  and  laid  down  to  pleasant 
dreams ! " 

Csesar's  et  ta.  Brute  I  Napoleon's  UtQ  d',Armie  ! 
and  Mr.  Webster's  exclamation,  I  still  live !  are 
history. 

"  Socrates  died  like  a  philosopher,  but  Jesus  Christ 
died  like  a  God  !  "  is  familiar  to  the  school-boy. 

Jones  Eivers  died  as  he  had  lived,  with  wit  on  his 
lips  and  a  smile  on  his  face. 

In  his  expiring  moments,  while  gasping  for  breath, 
a  lady  attendant  asked:  "  Col.  Rivers,  will  you  have 
a  little  air  ? " 

"  No,  madam,"  he  answered,  "  no  more  heirs  for  me. 
Too  late  !    Excuse  me,  if  you  please." 

May  you,  dear  reader,  witliout  I'egard  to  your  rac«. 
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nation  or  language,  wlien  tte  dark-winged  angel  of 
death  shakes  his  sable  banner  before  your  closing 
eyes,  die  as  carelessly,  as  pleasantly  and  with  as  little 
regret  as  did  Jones  Rivers,  and  with  him,  Phil  Clai- 
borne, and  all  other  good  men,  who  love  the  pure,  the 
beautiful  and  the  good,  and  whose  greatest  pleasure 
cornea  from  wiping  tears  from  the  eyes  of  suffering 
humanity  and  pouring  the  balm  of  consolation  into  a 
wounded  spirit — after  crossing  over  the  river,  meet  in 
the  great  Beyond,  where 

"  God  gives  tlie  milk,  tte  honey  and  tlie  wine, 
And  pleasure  never  diea." 
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Agriculture,  Farming,  Stock  Eaising,  Wool  Gro'Wing,  Fiahing  and  Hunt- 
ii^  ta  Tesas. — Manufacturea,  Wine  Growing,  Minerals,  Financial  Con- 
dition, Educational  AdTantages  and  Advances  illustrated. — An  Ad- 
dreea. — A  NoveL  —The  Conclusion. 

\  GEICULTUEE  is  tie  grand  pursuit  of  Texans, 
-^^^  and  cotton  tke  great  staple  or  chief  article  of 
produce  for  exportation. 

Wheat,  com,  oats,  rye,  potatoes,  tomatoes,  etc., 
have  rarely  been  exported. 

The  estimated  receipts  of  cotton  at  Galveston  alone 
for  this  year,  is  400,000  bales,  worth,  at  sixteen  cents 
per  pound,  ^32,000,000. 

Many  thousands  of  beeves  are  also  raised  and.  ex- 
ported. In  the  month  of  January,  1873,  the  Morgan 
line  of  steamers  transported  to  New  Orleans  via-  Bra- 
shear,  5,300  head.  But  the  great  market  for  Texas 
beeves  is  St.  Louis,  although  Memphis  is  receiving 
some  by  way  of  Little  Bock. 

"Wool,  hides,  tallow,  and  bees-was  are  annually  ex- 
ported to  the  value  of  millions  of  dollars. 

Many  persons  in  Western  and  South  Western 
Texas  are  engaged  exclusively  in  cattle  raising,  others 
in  raising  sheep  and  wool-growing. 
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The  latter  was  tlie  pleasing  avocation  of  tlie  late 
George  Wiltins  Kendall,  who  settled  on  tlie  Gnada- 
lupe  river,  aboiat  forty  miles  north  of  San  Antonio, 
who  once  on  a  time  amused  me  by  relating  the 
manner  of  his  life  in  one  day's  expenence  as  fol- 
lows; 

"  At  four  o'clock    in    the  morning    I    arose,  sad- 
dled my  pony,  and,  with  my  gun  and  fishing  tackle, 
rode  to  the  Guadalupe,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  my 
residence.     I  had  baited  a  particular  spot  for  fishing, 
and  in  a  short  time  I  caught  twenty-sis  pounds  of 
perch,  trout  and  cat.     The  last  one  broke  my  three 
hooks,  after  which  I  took  out  my  knife  and  filed  the 
blunt  end  of  the  least  broken  hook,  so  that  it  would 
penetrate,  baited  it  well  and  threw  it  in  the  water. 
In  a  moment  it  was  swallowed,  and  I  could  tell  by 
the  heavy  pulling  that  it  was  by  a  lai'ge  fish,  eo  in 
order  to  let  him  exhaust  himself,  and  avoid  breaking 
the  hook  again,  I  gave  him  the  line  and  let  him 
struggle  round  and  round  for  a  good  while,  then 
drawing  him  in  quietly  I  landed  him  on  terra  firma. 
It  was  a  magnificent  trout  weighmg  six  pounds  and  a 
quarter.    Just  as  I  had  fastened  him  on  the  string  with 
the  others,  I  heard  a  turkey  gobble  about  three  hun- 
dred yards  from  me  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
Taking  out  my  'yelper,'  I  talked  turkey  to  him,  and 
could  plainly  see  him  on  his  roost  turuing  his  head 
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sideways  and  looting  for  me.  Finally  lie  stretelied 
out  Ms  wings,  jumped  from  Ms  percli,  and  after 
flying  across  tlie  river,  walked  up  in  a  gallant  style, 
no  doubt  expecting  to  meet  and  woo  and  win  a  fair 
and  lovely  turi^ey  lieu.  As  he  came  up  sideways, 
strutting,  now  and  tlien  gobbling  and  striking 
haughtily  the  earth  with  his  huge  wings,  I  did  indeed 
admire  him.  At  forty  yards  from  my  'blind,'  he 
fell  a  bleeding  victim  to  misplaced  confidence.  Oh  ! 
he  was  an  imperial  fellow,  weighing  eighteen  and 
three-quarter  pounds. 

"  Barely  had  the  beautifnl  visions  of  hope  faded  in 
the  imperial  mind  of  the  majestic  gobbler,  when  I 
heard  a  noise  resembling  the  snort  of  a  buck.  Turn- 
ing round,  there  stood  before  me  a  large  deer,  just  fifty 
yards  ofE.  In  an  instant,  nine  buckshot  from  my 
trusty  double-barrel  pierced  him  through  the  neck, 
and  he  was  added  to  my  morning's  trophies,  making 
in  all  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  venison,  turkey 
and  fish,  which  I  tied  to  the  limb  of  a  tree  and  left 
on  the  river  bant  until  I  returned  home,  got  my 
breakfast  and  sent  a  cart  for. 

"  After  my  morning's  sport,  I  wrote  a  letter,  of  a 
column,  for  the  Picaytme,  went  out  among  my  sheep, 
dined,  and  in  the  evening,  after  reading  that  pastoral 
of  Virgil,  commencing 

"  'Titjro,  tii  patiite  recubaas  eab  tegmice  fagi,' 
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indulged  in  reflections  upon  the  times  oi  Virgil  com 
pared  witli  the  present,  and  the  great  superiority  of 
our  Constitutional  Republican  Government  over  the 
imperial  despotism  of  Rome. 

"  When  Virgil  wrote  the  above  line,  Augustus  had 
confiscated  the  lands  and  homes  of  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  his  section  of  the  empire,  for  having  sided 
against  his  party  in  the  civil  war,  which  had  just 
terminated,  leaving  him  in  possession  of  supreme 
power. 

"  The  clemency  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  left  us  our  homes,  our  property  and  insti- 
tutions, except  our  peculiar  one  of  negro  slavery,  the 
alsolition  of  which  Southerners  now  look  upon  as  a 
real  blessing. 

"With  reflections  such  as  these,  and  meditating 
upon  the  future  greatness  and  glory  of  the  American 
people,  about  nine  o'clock  I  retired  for  the  calm  sleep 
and  pleasant  dreams  which  always  repay  the  laborer 
for  bis  toil."- 

In  this  account  of  one  day's  life  of  a  distinguished 
Tesan,  most  accomplished  gentleman  and  beloved 
friend,  I  have  confined  myself  to  the  words  as  they 
fell  from  his  lips,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

But  he  says  nothing  of  wild  ducks,  geese,  cranes, 
plover,  quail,  squirrels,  rabbits,  etc.,  which  are 
abundant. 
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Sportsmen  have  killed,  as  many  as  two  and  three 
htindred  ducks  in  a  day,  but  the  geese  and  cranea 
(esteemed  by  epicures  as  superior  to  the  turkey)  fly 
higher,  and  are  not  so  easily  killed. 

Curlew  are  killed  by  the  thousand,  as  they  come 
and  go  in  great  numbeiu 

Having  been  bronght  up  in  the  country  myself,  I  am 
not  ignorant  of  the  pleasures  of  hunting,  fishing  and 
farming.  Indeed,  when  fortune  smiles  upon  my  ef- 
forts and  blesses  me  with  a  few  thousand  dollars,  I 
intend  to  buy  me  a  farm  on  the  Trinity,  Brazos,  Col 
orado,  G-uadalupe,  or  Some  one  of  the  many  beauti- 
ful streams  of  the  Lone  Star  State,  in  which  the  fish- 
erman can  delight  himself  in  catching  bass,  trout, 
perch,  rock,  sheepshead,  flounder,  cat,  and  king  fish, 
besides  many  others  too  tedious  to  mention,  and 
where  with  but  little  labor  I  can  raise  an  abundant 
supply  of  provisions,  and  have  most  of.  my  time  for 
hunting,  fishing  and  literary  enjoyment.  There  are 
thousands  of  Texans  now  living  in  this  way. 

Col.  Tom  Scott,  after  visiting  Texas,  thus  speaks  of 


"  For  the  past  two  or  three  weeks,  in  company 
with  Colonel  Forney  and  General  Dodge,  I  have  .been 
making  a  tour  through  Northeastern  Texas,  which  is 
the  location  of  that  line  intended  to  be  built  from  the 
eastern  line  of  the  State  of  Texas,  through  to  the 
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Pacific  coast.  In  making  this  visit  to  Texas,  the  first 
time  in  my  life  that  I  have  ever  been  in  that  region, 
I  may  state  to  you,  very  briefly,  the  impression  made 
upon  my  mind  in  relation  to  that  country  for  prodnc- 
tiona  and  for  the  extension  of  railroad  facilities.  We 
found  in  Texas,  very  mnch  to  onr  surprise,  a  country 
capable  of  producing  all  yonr  great  staples,  to  a  de- 
gree that  is  remarkable.  We  found  there,  within  a 
circle  of  a  few  miles,  a-s  good  wheat,  good  com,  good 
cotton,  good  tobacco,  good  oats,  all  grown  on  the  same 
soil,  as  I  have  ever  seen  standing  on  the  ground  in  any 
part  of  the  world.  I  believe  that  the  country  can 
produce — that  the  State  of  Texas  will  produce — more 
of  those  great  staples  than  are  produced  to-day  in 
the  balance  of  the  United  States." 

The  Pain'iot,  of  Hai'risburg,  Pennsylvania,  years 
ago,  truthfully  said : 

"Texas  has,  beyond  all  question,  superior  advan- 
tages over  every  other  State  in  the  Union.  Its  soil 
not  only  yields  a  larger  retm-n  of  sugar  and  cotton 
than  any  other  portion  of  the  United  States,  but  for 
the  raising  of  the  cereals  it  far  outstrips  the  heaviest 
productions  of  the  Genesee  valley.  Not  only  is 
Texas  most  prolific  in  the  production  of  cotton,  sugar, 
grain,  fruits  and  vegetables,  but  it  far  excels  all  other 
poiiiions  of  the  habitable  globe  for  the,  breeding  of 
cattle.    Texas  is  an  empire  within  itself,  embracing 
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every  variety  of  aoil  and  climate.  There  are  millions 
of  dollars  in  prospective  to  enterprising  men,  and 
pleasant  homes  and  a  competency  for  all  who  may 
venture  -within  her  bordei-a." 

The  Washington  Ohroniale,  corroborating  the  state 
meat  of  the  PaPi-iot,  also  very  truthfully  says: 

"  Texas  possesses  the  advantages  of  a  salubrious 
elimatej  a  soil  imsurpasaed  in  fertility — adapted  to  the 
growth  of  all  the  cereals;  produces  the  very  finest 
short  staple  as  well  as  sea-island  cotton,  and  possesses 
inexhaustible  mineral  wealth.  The  rich  grazing  fields 
of  "Northern  Texas,  known  as  the  '  black  waxy  land,' 
produce  not  only  fine  crops  of  wheat,  oats,  rye,  barley 
and  com,  but  are  also  well  adapted  to  cotton.  The 
lands  of  Middle  and  Northern  Texas  produce  on  an 
average  600  pounds  of  ginned  cotton  to  the  acre.  One 
man  can  easily  cultivate  ten  acres  In  corn  and  ten  in 
cotton.  The  corn  alone  will  pay  the  expense  of  culti- 
vating and  gathering  the  entire  crop,  and  leaves  the 
fanner  the  net  profit  of,  say  at  least  5,000  pounds  of 
cotton,  which  at  present  prices  would  be  worth  $1,150, 
currency.  These  same  lands  produce  all  kinds' of 
fruits,  except  the  strictly  tropical,  to  which  may  be 
added  the  great  advantage  of  fi'ee  pasturage,  whereby 
a  thrifty  farmer  can,  in  a  few  years,  sell  from  one  to 
three  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  stock,  wool  and 
hides,  making  a  net  profit  for  one  man  of  from  one  to 
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four  tliousand  dollars  per  year,  whicli  certainly  can- 
not be  excelled  in  any  country.  Texas  is  emptati- 
cally  the  country  for  industrions  poor  men.' " 

Many  crops  of  cotton  and  corn  have  been  raised 
without  more  subsistence  to  either  man  or  beast  than 
the  abundance  of  game  and  grass  to  be  found  in  the 
glades  and  prairies. 

Manufactures  do  not  flourish  in  Texas. 

Its  beautiful  i-ivers  with  arrowy  swiftness  still 
flow  through  vast  regions  of  rich  and  productive 
landSj  and  mingle  with  the  waters  of  the  Gulf,  with- 
out turning  machinery  of  one-millionth  part  of  their 
capacity. 

In  San  Antonio  and  Austin,  many  years  ago,  the 
machinery  of  the  mills  was  run  by  wheels  propelled 
by  the  natural  swiftness  and  force  of  the  San  An- 
tonio and  Colorado  rivers,  without  any  dams  what- 
ever. 

Houston,  "Waco,  New  Braunfels  and  Hempstead 
have  talcen  the  lead  in  erecting  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments. 

By  the  laws  of  Texas  320  acres  of  land  are  granted 
to  the  introducer  for  every  $1,000  worth  of  ma- 
chinery introduced  and  operated  in  Texas,  yet  but 
few  persons  or  companies  have  engaged  in  the  busi 
ness. 

Texans  buy  sugar,  rice,  molasses,  shoes,  hats,  cloth- 
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ing  of  all  kinds,  saddlory,  waggons,  carriages,  and 
almost  all  tlicir  wooden  ware,  besides  farming  imple- 
ments, household  and  kitchen  fumitiu'e,  from  a  dis- 
tance. True,  it  would  save  expenses  of  transportation, 
tariffs,  and  inteiiuediate  profits  were  they  to  manufac- 
ture their  own  articles  of  consumption,  but  they  are 
not  a  manufacturing  people. 

Shall  I  go  farther  and  inform  strangers  that  Tes- 
ans  buy  and  consume  many  thousands  of  dollars' 
worth  of  concenti'ated  milk,  as  well  as  butter,  pickles, 
canned  goods  and  preserves  put  up  in  and  transported 
from  Boston,  Mass.  ? 

I  doubt  not,  in  the  course  of  time,  when  New  Eng- 
land capitalists  learn  that  the  manufacture  of  all 
kinds  of  cotton  and  woollen  goods  in  Texas  will  pay 
better  than  in  New  England,  that  some  of  them  may 
voluntarily  go  down  to  Texas  and  invest  their  capital 
and  skill  in  the  development  of  our  unrivalled  capaci- 
ties as  a  manufacturing  state. 

Peaches,  apples,  and  gi'apes  are  very  abuiidant  in 
Texas.  I  have  never  seen  larger  or  finer  apples  and 
peaches  grown,  anywhere  than  in  Texas,  and  as  for 
the  grapes,  they  grow  wild  and  in  great  abundance. 

I  have  known  many  persons  to  make  several  bar 
rels  of  wine  yearly  just  from  the  wild  grapes  gath- 
ered in  the  woods. 

I  have   sometimes    gathered    a  quantity    of    A\ild 
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grapes  in  t!ie  forest,  and,  after  eating  them,  felt  an 
esliilai'Eitiiig  effect  similar  to  tliat  produced  by  drink- 
ing wine. 

"Witli  a  few  exceptions,  however,  Texaas  pay  no  at- 
tention to  the  cultivation  of  the  vine,  the  growth  of 
the  grape,  or  the  filling  of  their  cellars. 

"When  a  few  emigrants  fi'om  France  and  Germany 
shall  have  planted  their  vineyards  in  Texas  and  made 
wine  from  our  cultivated  native  grapes,  I  doubt  not 
that  it  will  be  unsurpassed  by  the  famous  brands  of 
Verzeney,  Heidseick,  Mound  Vineyard,  Napoleon,  or 
even  the  renowned  Johannisberg. 

But  Texans  are  even  behind  Galifornians  as  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine,  the  growth  of  grapes  and  the 
making  of  wine. 

They  seem  to  forget  that  the  first  miracle  of  our 
Saviour  was  to  change  water  into  wine,  and  that  Ilia 
last  command  to  eriing  mortals  was  to  drink  it  in 
remembrance  of  Him, 

Never  did  I  hear  one  of  them  repeat,  In  vino  Veri- 
tas, but  often  such  legends  as  the  following : 

"  After  the  expulsion  of  Adam  and  Eve  from  the 
garden  of  Paradise,  Adam  planted  the  vine,  which,  as 
Satan  beheld  in  passing  by,  his  majesty  was  pleased 
mtli  and  took  under  his  especial  care. 

"  He  first  caught  a  little  lamb,  and  killing  it,  poured 
its  blood  upon  the  roots  of  the  plant  which  grew 
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luxuriantly ;  next  lie  captured  a  lion,  and  after  slay- 
ing it,  poui'ed  its  blood  also  on  the  roots  of  the  vine 
and  it  grew  amazingly.  On  visiting  his  favorite  the 
third  time,  his  satanie  majesty  brought  the  hog, 
slaughtered  and  poured  its  blood  upon  the  roots  of 
the  vine,  when  it  grew  wonderfully  and  brought  forth 
fruit  which,  strange  to  say,  when  made  into  wine 
gives  to  the  descendants  of  Adam,  when  taken,  the 
characteristic  disposition  of  these  three  animals. 

"  When  taken  moderately,  wine  causes  a  man  to  feel 
gentle  and  playful  like  the  lamb ;  when  taken  im- 
moderately, it  makes  him  fierce  and  bloody  like  the 
lion ;  and  when  taken  to  the  extreme,  gives  him  the 
disposition  of  the  hog  to  wallow  in  the  mire." 

Camp-meeting  songs  are  often  heard  in  the  hamlets 
of  the  poor  and  the  flne  residences  of  the  rich,  at 
a  late  hour  of  the  night ;  but  that  familiar  old  song 
of— 

"  Landlord,  fill  the  flowing  bowl. 

Until  it  doth  run  over ! 
For  to-night  we'll  merry  he,  merry  he. 
For  to-niglit  we'll  merry  he,  merry  be, 
For  to-night  we'll  merry  be,  merrj  be, 

To-mori  ow  we'll  get  sober ! " 

is  never  heard. 

The  following  sample  of  logic  from  the  irreligious 
pen  of  an  old  wine-bibber  would  "be  considered  by 
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the  good  people  of  the  Lone  Star  State  as  infamous 
and  horrible : 

"  Good  wine  makes  good,  blood, 
Good  blood  causeth.  good  iumora, 
Good  tumors  cause  good  thoughts, 
Good  thoughts  bring  forth  good  works. 
Good  works  carry  a  man  to  heayea ; 

Good  wine  carricth  a  man  to  heaven." 

"Without  a  doubt  the  following  lines,  from  a  popular 
song  of  the  boys  at  West  Point  when  out  on  a  "tear," 
wonld  be  anathematized ; 

"Here's  ahealth  toGeneralJackaon, 

God  bless  the  old  hero  1 
May  he  rest  upon  Ms  laurels 

And  never  know  of  woe ; 
May  he  rest  upon  his  laui'els. 

And  never  know  of  woe ; 
And  drink  his  whiskey  every  night, 

At  Benny  Haven's,  0. 

"  The  conjmentators  tell  ns  all. 

That  when  above  we  go 
"We'll  follow  that  same  handicraft 

We  followed  here  below. 
If  this  be  true  philosophy— 

The  preachers  say  so  too- 
Then,  oil !  what  days  and  nights  we'll  have 

At  Benny  Haven's,  0." 

Old  Applejack  and  Peach  brandy  might  be  maniT- 
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factured  to  any  extent,  and  become  a  source  of  iiii' 
mense  revenue  to  the  state,  but  these,  as  well  aa 
Bourbon  and  E,ye  wbiateya,  are  almost  entirely  im- 
Ijorted  from  Cmcinnati,  New  Orleans,  and  New  York. 
Thus  Tesans  piously  aid  in  building  up  and  sus- 
taining the  manufacturing  establishuieuts  of  the  older 
states,  and  let  the  capacities  and  resources  of  their 
,  own  state  lie  dormant  and  undeveloped. 

Although  fortunes  have  been  made,  and  are  now 
being  made  in  Texas,  by  planting  cotton,  making 
sugar,  growing  wheat,  and  stock-raising,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  any  one  skilled  in  vine-growing  and 
wine-making  might  go  there  and  not  only  accumu- 
late a  fortune,  but  gain  distinguished  consideration 
and  great  glory,  by  turning  the  attention  of  Texans 
to  the  great  b\it  hitherto  unproductive  mine  of  wealth 
which  now  lies  idle,  dormant,  and  undeveloped  in  the 
midst  of  their  forests  and  wild  woods,  serving  only  as 
food  for  wild  beasts  and  the  birds  of  the  air — not 
sour  grapes  by  any  means,  but  pleasant  to  the  eye  and 
taste. 

The  mineral  wealth  of  Texas,  consisting  in  unlimit- 
ed deposits  of  coal,  iron,  copper,  zinc,  lead,  gold, 
silver,  salt,  oil,  manganese,  cobalt,  nickel,  and  bismuth, 
in  a  large  portion  of  the  country,  lies  just  in  the  same 
condition  it  did  when  the  great  Jehovah  first  called  it 
into  existence. 
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A  correspondent  of  the  Cleburne  Olwonicle,  giving 
an  account  of  the  discoveiy  of  coal  in  Johnson  County, 
exultmgly  ends  his  communication  in  these  words : 
"  So  you  can  see  tliat  it  seems  to  be  well  scattered  on 
the  border  of  the  rich  prairie  lands,  and  settlei's 
thereon  can  have  no  fear  of  freezing,  for  ere  long 
these  beds  will  be  opened,  and  millions  will  be  made 
to  our  country  otherwise  than  by  the  superabundant 
crops  of  corn,  cotton  and  wheat." 

"Yet  gold  all  is  not,  tliat  doth  goldea  seeia," 

Or,  as  Shahespeai'O  hath  it : 

"  All  that  glisters  is  not  gold." 

And  although  coal  may  exist  elsewhere,  it  would  be 
rather  hard  to  mate  Capt.  Scogiu  believe  now  that 
Travis  County  has  much  of  it. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Turf.,  Field  and  Farm,  thus 
tells  how  the  captain  was  sold  ; 

"  Do  you  know  Capt.  "Wm.  D.  Scogin,  head  drummer 
for  the  well-known  hardware  house  of  Samuel  Eoose- 
velt<&  Co.  ?  I  will  introduce  you  to  him.  Bill,  as  he 
is  familiarly  called  by  his  friends,  is  one-eyed,  a  swift 
talker,  has  been  to  California,  and  knows  every  hog- 
path  in  Arkansas  and  Texas. 

"  Taking  Capt.  Billy  up  one  hill  and  down  another, 
'  be  is  a  regular  brick.' 
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"  He  was  in  Austin  a  montli  or  two  ago,  and  stTUck 
iXe,  or  rather  got  oil-struct, 

"  Some  everlasting  reprobate  about  our  town  bought 
a  gallon  of  oil,  carried  it  out  to  a  deep  ravine  about 
two  miles  from  our  city,  and  poured  it  out  on  the 
ground, 

"  After  this  he  told  of  discovering  oil,  and  thousands 
of  people  immediately  congregated  'thar  or  thara- 
abouts.' 

"  Captaiii  Scogin  came,  he  saw,  he  conquered,  that  is, 
he  had  travelled,  he  knew  what  was  what,  and  forth- 
with invested  a  few  hundred  dollars:  a  company 
was  immediately  organized  and  boring  commenced. 

"  At  first  the  indications  were  favorable,  then  more 
favorable;  oil  and  cannel  coal.  I  met  Bill  on  his 
return  from  the  mine,  when,  slapping  me  on  the 
shoulder  he  said :  '  Well,  ole  fel,  I've  made  a  ten 
strike  at  last !  There's  no  use  talking.  By  the  ever- 
lasting gods,  heathen  mythology  and  Scandinavian 
history,  IVe  struck  ile. 

"  'Now  won't  I  have  a  gay  time  in  Ne'w  York  when 
the  drumming  season  commences  ? 

'"  Won't  1  ask  the  boys  up  to  drink  champagne, 
when  they  come  around  to  the  Metropolitan  Hotel  ? 

"  '  Won't  I  tell  'em  about  having  been  poor  once 
myself  \ 

" '  Why,  bless  your  soul !  I'm  going  to  buy  me  foui 


dbyGoogle 


msTonr  of  tbxas.  579 

or  five  acres  of  brown  stone  fi'onts  on  Viiih.  Avenne. 
But,  Colonel,  won't  my  wife  feel  happy  ?  Won't 
Mary  feel  joyons?  I  am  going  to  settle  a  million  on 
her  and  tbe  children  immediately,  so  in  ease  of  acci- 
dent she'll  always  be  independent. 

"  '  Colonel,  I  reckon  I've  got  the  best  wife  in  the 
world.     Won't  she  be  glad  l ' 

"  After  he  had  run  on  thnsly  for  a  while,  I  intimated 
something  about  his  dividing  with  kis/riends. 
"  He  went  on ; 

" '  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Eoosevelt  that  he  might  come  in 
with  me— half  interest !  Sara  Roosevelt  is  a  mighty 
good  man  !  There's  enough  for  both  of  us,  eo  I  am 
going  to  let  him  in,  but  nobody  else  need  apply. 

"  '  Colonel,  come,  let's  go  and  take  a  drink  !  Whoop 
pee !  ole  fel ;  did  you  ever  feel  rich  ?  You  bet  I'm 
going  to  lead  a  gay  and  festive  life — - 

'"Gay  and  happy,  ga,y  and  happy; 
We'll  be  gay  and  happy  still.' 

"  Thus  Capt.  Billy  cai-iied  on  for  hours,  but  finally 
the  boring  ceased ;  the  truth  leaked  out ;  there  was 
neither  oil  nor  coal,  and  away  went  the  captain's 
brown-stone  fronts  like  '  the  baseless  fabric  of  a 
vision.' " 

The  financial  condition  of  Texas  is  a  source  of 
pleasant  reflection  to  its  citizens. 
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Gov.  Cote's  Message  of  the  lOtli  of  February,  1874, 
whicli  ia  based  tipon  the  reports  of  the  comptroller 
and  treasurer,  shows  the  public  debt  of  Texas,  includ- 
ing interest  to  the  1st  of  September,  IS'Ti,  to  be 
$9,248,831.75. 

Gov.  Coke  says :  "  The  revenues  which  have  been 
paid  by  the  people,  and  should  have  prevented  the 
accumulation  of  debt,  have  been  squandered  and 
filched  by  those  whom  a  cruel  fortune  placed  in  her 
offices  of  trust." 

His  Message  also  shows  the  taxable  property  of 
Texas,  for  1874,  to  be  $240,420,000,  and  he  very  justly 
says :  "  With  her  vast  resources  and  rapidly  increas- 
ing taxable  values,  the  public  debt  of  Texas  is  as 
nothing. " 

Whether  by  a  reduction  of  the  salaries  of  state  offi 
cers  or  by  the  issue  of  state  warrants  drawing  interest 
fi'om  date  till  paid,  or  how  this  debt  is  to  be  paid  or 
its  increase  stopped,  are  questions  for  the  consideration 
of  our  legislators. 

Wo  state  of  the  "Union  has  shown  a  greater  desire  for 
the  advancement  of  learning  than  Texas. 

The  Constitution  of  1836  made  it  "the  duty  of 
Congress,  as  soon  as  circumstances  would  admit,  to 
provide,  by  law,  a  general  systerii  of  education." 

In  1839,  the  Texas  Congress  gave  50  leagues  of  land 
for  the  endowment  of  a  University,  and  three  leagues 
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(whieli  were  increased  in  1840  to  foiii'  leagues)  for 
scliool  purposes. 

The  Constitution  of  1845  made  it  tlie  duty  of  the 
Legislature  to  provide  for  free  schools,  and  in  1854, 
$2,000,000,  paid  by  the  government  in  the  purchase  of 
Sante  F6,  was  given  to  the  common  school  fund,  the 
interest  only  to  be  expended,  while  the  principal  was 
loaned  to  railroads. 

In  1860,  104,447  pupils  were  taught  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Texas,  at  the  cost  of  $104,447,  but  in 
1861,  and  during  the  days  of  the  late  Confederate 
States,  they  were  deserted  by  the  boys  and  girls  for 
the  field  and  fireside  ;  while  tJie  hoys  made  history  at 
Bull  Kuu,  Manassas,  Gains'  Mill,  Malvern  Heights, 
Sharpsburg,  Oak  Hills,  Mansfield,  Fredericksburg,  in 
the  "Wilderness,  and  on  many  other  sad  and  mournful 
battle-fields,  which  their  children  and  their  children's 
children  may  read  "with  admiration  of  their  impetuous 
valor, — the  girls  used  the  cards  and  spinning-wheels, 
the  loom  and  their  needles,  to  supply  them  with 
clothing. 

Since  the  war,  the  present  Constitution  of  Texas  has 
given  to  the  public  schools  all  the  proceeds  from  the 
Bale  of  public  lands,  one-fourth  of  the  state  revenue, 
and  the  poll-tax  of  one  dollar  on  every  citizen  of  the 
state. 

The  last  annual  report  of   the  comptroller  shows 
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tliat  8690,762.04  were  paid  by  the  state  for  public 
scbools,  in  which  227,615  pupils  were  taught  by  3,687 
teachers,  during  the  last  year. 

It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Univeraity 
exists  only  on  the  records  of  the  state,  but  it  ia 
earnestly  hoped  that  ere  long  suitable  buildings  will 
be  erected,  a  library  and  scientific  appai'atus  pur- 
chased, qualified  teachers  employed,  and  its  career  as 
a  firat-class  institution  of  learning  coirnnenced. 

The  Agricultural  College  near  the  fair  and  pros- 
perous city  of  Bryan,  although  a  state  institution,  and 
the  finest  college  bxiilding  in  Texas,  and  very  credit- 
able to  the  state,  should  not  do  away  with  the  Uhi- 
versity. 

Yet  schools  and  colleges,  public  and  private,  have 
been  established,  in  many  cities  and  towns  of  Texas,  in 
which  the  miads  of  the  youth  are  learned  to  think, 
reason,  and  reflect,  and  their  powers  of  thought  {the 
grand  object  of  educaUon)  trained,  strengthened,  and 
developed,  while  theii'  memories  ^e  stored  with  useful 
information  and  the  wisdom  of  ages. 

In  order  to  give  an  idea  of  the  advancement  of  two 
students  at  Austin,  I  here  insert  an  address  of  one 
before  a  debating  club,  upon  oratory,  and  a  burlesque 
on  the  yellow-backed  literature  and  trashy  novels  of 
the  day,  by  another. 

They  are  as  follows,  and  explain  themseb.'es  : 
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ORATORY. 

Gemtlemen  :— Tie  power  of  arresting  and  fixing 
tlie  attention  of  an  audience  npon  any  subject,  and  so 
discussing  it  as  to  excite  the  passions  and  convince  the 
understanding,  has  always  been  held  in  the  highest 
repute  among  the  most  civilized  nations  of  the  old 
and  new  world. 

Indeed,  the  accomplishment  of  so  addressing  an 
audience  on  any  given  subject  as  to  mate  it  feel  as  you 
feel,  think  as  you  think,  and  act  as  you  would  have  it 
act,  is  one  of  the  rarest  and  most  difficult  thing's  for 
you  to  acquire  in  this  life, 

G-reece  had  but  one  Demosthenes,  Rome  but  one 
Cicero,  England  but  one  Fox,  France  but  one  Mira- 
beau,  and  Amei'ica  but  one  Patrick  Hemy.  Yet  the 
first  named  should  give  you  encouragement  that 
oratory  is  not  a  natural  gift,  but  an  accomplishment, 
which  may  be  acquired  by  labor  and  perseverance,  for 
the  impediment  in  his  speech  and  his  awkward  man- 
ner of  action  while  speaking,  are  known  to  the  school- 
boy. 

Iq  order  to  develop  his  voice,  he  spoke  to  the  roar- 
ing sea ;  to  acquire  distinct  enunciation,  lie  spoke  with 
pebbles  under  his  tongue ;  and  to  obtain  that  grace  or 
suaviter  m  modo,  so  pleasirig  to  an  audience,  he  spoke 
under  the  sharp  point  of  a  sword  suspended  over  hia 
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filioulder.  Then,  again,  his  great  preparation  before 
delivering  liia  orations — -sTiaving  one  side  of  liis  liead 
so  that  he  could  not  go  out  into  society  until  his  hair 
grew  ont  again,  but  would  be  compelled  to  stay  in  his 
room  and  thus  have  all  his  time  for  labor,  should  not 
escape  your  attention.  As  his  orations  are  most  ex- 
cellent, we  may  conclude  that  in  their  preparation  he 
laid  down  his  major  and  minor  premises  clearly,  before 
he  said  therefore,  and  drew  his  conclusion.  So,  with- 
out doubt,  Demosthenes  had  studied  logic — -or  syllo- 
gistic reasoning.  And  when  we  see  how  appro- 
priately and  elegantly  he  used  the  climax,  simile, 
metaphor  and  trope — ^how  replete  his  oi'ations  are  with 
allusions,  personifications,  and  allegories,  artfully  in- 
terwoven so  as  to  please,  dazzle,  and  fascinate  his 
hearers,  we  may  believe  that  he  had  often  burned  the 
midnight  lamp  over  the  pages  of  rhetoric.  So  you 
may  conclude,  that  were  you  to  ask  me  by  what 
means  you  can  soonest  become  good  debaters,  I  should 
recommend  the  studies  of  logic  and  I'hetoric. 

The  beautiful  and  masterly  oration  of  Cicero  in 
defence  of  Milo  is  the  plain  syllogism.  Any  one  who 
kills  another  in  self-defence  is  justifiable.  Milo  killed 
Claudius  in  self-defence,  therefore  MJio  was  justifiable. 
However,  these  will  be  of  little  use  without  practice 
and  the  continued  use  of  the  rules  therein  laid  down. 
So    necessaiy    is    practice    to    debaters,    that    they 
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have  been  Imown,  in  tlie  absence  of  liearera,  to  speak 
before  looking-glasses.  I  have  often  heard  it  said  that 
a  poor  thing  well  spoken  was  more  effective  than  a  good 
thing  poorly  spoken;  indeed,  the  orator  has  been 
accnsed  of  making  the  worst  appear  the  better  cause. 
^scMnes,  who  was  the  competitor  of  Demosthenes 
after  his  banishment,  taught  a  school  of  rhetoric,  and 
on  one  occasion  delivered  to  his  class  the  oration  of 
Demosthenes  on  the  crown,  and  was  highly-  applauded, 
when  he  remarked ;  "  Could  you  have  heard  Demos- 
thenes himself  deliver  his  oration,  your,  applause 
would  have  been  much  greater." 

There  is  a  tone  of  voice  and  a  maimer  of  acting 
what  one  says,  which  are  frequently  more  eloquent 
than  the  things  said.  Often  actors,  on  the  stage,  so 
pathetically  act  their  parts  in  the  play  as  to  bring 
tears  into  the  eyea  of  observers  and  hearerSj  who  might 
read  the  play  in  their  rooms  with  ordinary  emo- 
tions. 

Shakespeare,  in  his  celebrated  play  of  liamlct,  gives 
the  following  advice  to  aetoi's,  which  is,  like  all  things 
produced  by  that  great  man,  most  excellent :  "  Speak 
the  speech,  I  pray  you,  as  1  pronounced  it  to  you,  trip- 
pingly on  the  tongue ;  but  if  you  mouth  it,  as  many 
of  our  players  do,  I  had  as  Hef  the  town-crier  spoke  my 
lines.     Nor  do  not  saw  the  air  too  much  with  your 

hand,  thus ;  but  use  all  gently,  for  in  the  very  torrent, 
25* 


dbyGoogle 


586  lUSTOST  OF  TEXAS. 

tempest,    and    (as  I  may  say)   whirlwind    of    your 
passion,  you  must  acquire  and  beget  a  temperance 
that  may  give  it  smootliness.  Oh.,  it  offends  me  to  tlie 
soul  to  liear  a  robustious,  periwig-pated  fellow  tear  a 
paaaion  to  tatters,  to  very  rags,  to  split  the  ears  of 
the  grouodlings ;  who,  for  the  most  part,  are  capable 
of  nothing  but  inexplicable  dumb  shows   and  noise. 
I    would  have   such  a  fellow  whipped  for  o'erdoing 
Termagant ;  it  out-herods  Herod  ;  pray  you,  avoid  it. 
Be  not  too  tame  neither,  but  let  your  discretion  be 
your  tutor ;  suit  the  action  to  the  word,  the  word  to 
the  action ;  with  this  special  observance,  that  you  over- 
step not  the  modesty  of  nature,  for  aaytMng  eo  over- 
done is  from  the  pui-pose  of  playing,  whose  end,  both 
at  the  first  and  now,  was  and  is  to  hold  as  'twere  the 
min'or  up  to  nature ;  to  show  virtue  her  own  feature, 
scorn  her  own  image,  and  the  very  age  and  body  of 
the  time  his  form  and  pressure.     Now,  this  overdone, 
or  come  tardy  ofE,  though  it  mate  the  unskilful  laugh, 
cannot  but  make  the  judicious  grieve ;  the  censure  of 
which  one  must,  in  your  allowance,  o'erweigh  a  whole 
theatre  of  others.     Oh,,  there  be  players  that  I  have 
seen  play,  and  heard  others  praise,  and  that  highly, 
— ^not  to  speak  it.pi'ofanely,  that  neither  having  the 
accent  of  Christians,  nor  the  gait  of  Christian,  pagan, 
nor  man,  have  so  strutted  and  bellowed,  that  I  have 
thought  some  of  nature's  journeymen  had  made  men, 
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and  not  made  "tKem  well,  tliey  imitated  humanity  so 


But,  besides  the  study  of  logic,  rhetoric  and  acting, 
any  one  desirous  of  excelling  as  a  speaker  should  not 
be  unacquainted  with  history  and  poetry. 

When  Pati'icli  Henry  exclaimed;  "Cfesar  bad  his 
Brutus,  Charles  I.  had  his  Cromwell,  and  George  III. 
— may  he  profit  by  their  example  ! "  he  made  the  fact 
known  that  he  was  not  iguorant  either  of  ancient  or 
modem  histoiy.  When  Mr.  Webster,  in  his  famous 
speech  on  the  Constitution,  spoke  of  State  rights,  indi- 
vidual security,  and  public  prosperity,  he  illustrated 
his  subject  by  allusions  to  the  Ooloss&imh  and  the  Par- 
thenon— Greece  and  Rome.  The  great  Irish  orator, 
Phillips,  in  contrasting  our  western  world  mth  the 
departed  glorj^-  of  oriental  empires,  alludes  to  the 
ancient  glory  but  present  decay  of  Palmyra  and  Per- 
sepolis.  Cicero,  in  one  of  his  orations,  alludes  to  the 
impi'opriety  of  a  man  sick  with  fever  drinking  copi- 
ously of  cold  water  to  allay  it,  when  the  opposite 
efEeet  is  generally  produced.  From  which  fact  we 
may  conclude  that  Cicero  had  some  knowledge  of 
medicine.  Indeed,  what  Dr.  Johnson  says  of  the  poet 
may  well  be  said  of  the  orator,  who,  like  the  editor  of 
a  newspaper,  is  supposed,  at  least  by  some,  to  be 
ignorant  of  nothing,  but  should  be  acquainted  with 
all  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  draw  his  illustrations 
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from  Eseulapius  and  Ardiimedes  as  well  as  from 
Homer  and  Herodotus — and  as  soon  as  they  are  in- 
vented of  a  safe  character,  be  as  well  able  to  navigate 
the  air  in  aerial  vehicles  as  the  ocean  in  steamships. 

Lord  Byron  said  that  to  be  a  good  poet  one  must 
commence  writing  verses  in  his  yonth,  and  lieep  it  up 
to  old  age ;  so  it  is  with  oratory  and  all  things  apper- 
taining to  poor,  frail  humanity — they  must  be  culti- 
vated, increased  and  developed  by  practice,  labor  and 
perseverance  !  You  must  practise  it,  labor  at  it,  and 
persevere  in  it. 

It  was  once  my  good  fortune  to  hear  the  Kev. 
Henry  Ward  Beecher  preach  a  most  excellent  ser^mon 
on  the  development  of  the  religious  principle  in  the 
human  heart.  He  asserted  that  as  the  blacksmith, 
by  constantly  wielding  the  sledge-hammer,  caused 
the  muscles  and  strength  of  his  arm  to  increase ;  as 
the  speed  of  the  swift-footed  race-horse  may  be  in- 
creased by  training,  so  the  religious  principle,  by 
conversation  and  association  with  pious  people,  the 
study  of  the  Bible  and  other  religious  books,  may 
be  increased  and  greatly  strengthened  in  the  hearts 
of  men. 

The  greatest  man  of  this  age  was  the  great  novel- 
ist, poet  and  orator,  Bulwer,  who,  throughout  his 
works,  but  nowhere  more  forcibly  or  more  beautifully 
than  in  his  character  of  Claude  Melnotte,  in  the  Lady 
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of  Lyons,  holds  out  tlie  grand  idea  of  self-cultivation 
and  development, 

Tke  gardener's  son,  by  study,  application,  and  perse- 
verance, makes  himself  superior  in  all  those  accom- 
plishments which  dignify  and  ennoble  mortals,  to  the 
titled  aristocrats  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

But  there  is  no  royal  nor  easy  road  to  the  proud 
eminence  on  which  the  orator  stands — from  which  he 
may  look  back 

"  And  Bcom  the  base  degrees  by  whicli  he  did  ascend." 

No  one  better  than  he  can  exclaim  with  sincerity  : 

"  Ah  1  ■who  can  tell  how  hard  it  is  to  climh 
The  steep  where  Fame's  proud  temple  shines  afar  f " 

THE  BLUE  KOBBER  OF  THE  PINK  MOUNTAIN. 

Near  the  cloBe  of  the  thirteenth  century,  Sir  Hil- 
debrand  Hiltersplit,  covered  with  a  complete  panoply 
of  neuter  verbs  and  relative  pronouns,  commenced  his 
ascent  of  Mount  Paphroe,  that  lies  in  the  Gutta 
Percha  Kange.  Ai'riving  at  the  summit,  he  beheld, 
stretched  out  before  his  excited  imagination,  the 
beautiful  valley  of  Neuralgia,  There  he  saw  the  sea- 
horse and  the  crocodile  sporting  side  by  side,  -  the 
reindeer  and  the  humming-bird  flitting  from  flower  to 
flower,  and  the  melodious  watermelon  and  the  ising- 
glass  growing  upon  the  same  vine, 
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TJpon  the  banks  of  an  uinbrageona  stream  that  ran' 
careering  from  the  moixntain-side, ,  and  nestled  in  a 
small  Alpine  grove,  reposed  the  tent  of  the  ancient 
Barbacon — the  grand  Clam-sloop  of  the  country.  At 
abont  the  hour  of  half-past  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon— his  daughter,  the  fair  Sarsapaiilla,  clad  in  chlo- 
roform, and  waving  her  nascent  and  sporadic,  sceptre, 
entered  the  presence  of  the  ancient  Barbacon  her  fa- 
ther, bearing  in  her.  left  hand  a  small  dish  of  stewed 
parasangs  aad  fned  conostrophies,  on  which  her 
ancient  sire  made  his  evening  repast.  And  seating 
herself  on  the  asteroids  of  public  grief  in  one  corner 
of  the  pavilion,  she  poured  forth  her  native  gypsum 
in  the  most  delightful  strains,  as  she  swept  the  cords 
of  her  light  bandana. 

Attracted  by  this  wonderful  operatic  copologo.  Sir 
Hildebraud  Hiltersplit  entered  the  apartment,  and 
throwing  himself  at  her  feet  doled  out  his  love-ditty 
in  the  most  mellifluous  and  oleaginous  cadences. 

Scarcely  had  he  lisea  from  his  recumbent  position 
when  the  Blue  Robber  of  the  Pink  Mountains  broke 
into  tlie  apartment.  At  sight  of  this  horrid  monster, 
clad  in  the  form  of  an  obese  fandango,  the  fair  Sarsa- 
parilla  shrieked,  and  uttered  a  cry  so  piercing  that  Sir 
Hildebrand  Hiltersplit  shrank  into  the  interior  of 
the  ottomjvn.  With  the  most  audacious  strides  the 
robber  approached  the  fair  Sarsaparilla,  and  with  his 
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left  arm  encii'ded  lier  waist,  wliilst  with  liia  right 
hand  lie  seized  a  small  catapult  of  silver  she  wore 
suspended  from  her  neck  by  a  bill  of  lading. 

Agonizing  with  grief  and  unbounded  rage,  Sir  Hil 
debrand  Hiltersplit  darted  from  his  place  of  conceal- 
ment and  seizing  a  boot-jack,  that  lay  "floating  on 
the  floor,"  stabbed  the  monster  to  the  heart,  and  left 
"the  fair  Sarsaparilla  like  an  illuminating  light  stand- 
ing upon  the  binnacle  of  her  own  espectability,  from 
which  exalted  position  she  looked  down  with  min- 
gled scorn  and  contempt  upon  her  bafled  pursuer. 

And  now,  dear  reader,  I  close  this  work,  mth  a 
feeling  akin  to  that  which  one  feels  on  parting  with  a 
beloved  friend. 

May  your  future  path  be  strewn  with  flowers,  and 
while  CTer  ascending  the  hill  of  prosperity,  may  you 
never  meet  a  friend ! 

In  the  language  of  the  poet : 

"Farewell!  a  word  that  must  be,  and  hath  been — 
A  aound  which  mi^kea  as  linger ; — jet — farewell." 
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laa  in  iiie  battles  with  the  Ghero- 
keeH,4O0 ;  in  battle  with  the  Indians 
on  Brasby,  417, 418;  at  Plum  Creek, 
435 ;  elected  Vioe  President,  430. 
BuMiet,  David  G.,  delegate  to  the 
Convention  of  1833,  23  ;  author  of 
•mem/frial,  48 ;  elected  President, 
108;  his  treaties  with  Sitnta  Anna, 
300-294 ;  army  interference,  30S- 
304;  his  romonatrajice,  305-307; 
his  auBwerto  Santa  Anna's  protest, 
810-314.  . 
Burton,  -Major  Isaac  W.,  does  good 
eervice  with  his  Im-se  marines,  307 
-808 ;  Oommisaioner  of  Congress  to 
select  a  site  for  the  oapital  of  the 
Eepnhlio  of  Toiaa. 
Buatemento,  "OldBusteraente,"  5oO. 


CaMwell,  Capt.,  defeats  Gen.  Woll, 
on  the  Salado,  438, 

Castonado,  tlefeated  at  Gonzales,  84, 
85. 

Castro,  a  Lipan  Chief,  visits  Presi- 
dent Lamar,  433. 

Cherokee,  settled  near  ITacogdoohes, 
407 ;  they  side  with,  tiie  Menicaos 
and  aie  espelled  from.  Texas,  408- 
411. 

Claiborne,  Col.  Phil.,  friend  and  asso- 
ciate of  Col.  Rivers,  etc.,  478-484. 

01^,  Henry,  report  in  favor  of  Texas, 
318 ;  what  he  said  of  Texas,  319. 


CoahuUa  and  Texas,  34r-48;  Santa 

Anna  refuses  to  separate,  64. 
Coke,   Rich.,  elected  Gov.,  450 ;  on 

the  debt  of  Tesas,  580. 
Coleman,  Mrs.  and  children,  attacked 

by  Indians,  414-416. 
Coleta,  hatUe  of,  SOI. 
Collingsworth,    James,    member   of 
Convention,  164;  dhaitman  of  mili- 
tary committee ;  the  first  oltief  jus- 
tice of  Texas — his  death,  401. 
Collingsworth,  Gteoi^,  captures  Gol- 
iad, 87.  88. 
Comanehes,  "insolent,  vindictive,  and 
faithless,"  35 ;  depredations  of,  and 
their  refusal  of  peace,  385  ;  slaugh- 
tered in  San  Antonio   and  on  the 
Colorado,  434,  425. 
Common  Law  of  England  adopted, 

with  exceptions,  338. 
Conrad,  Edward,  Texas  agent  at  Kew 
Orleans,  234;   hia  letter  to  Gen. 
Honston.  313,  317. 
Oonsnltaiian,  let  meeting  of,  00 ;  3d 

meeting  of,  its  members,  00,  lOO. 
Convention,  of  1833,  at  Saai  Filipe, 

33 ;  of  1836,  at  Washington,  158. 
Conoepoiou,  Battle  of,  93-96. 
Correo.  aMexican  vrasel,  oaptnredby 

the  Saa  Filipe,  60. 
Cos,  Gen.  Martin,  Prefeeto  de,  sends 
Capt.  Thompson  tu  Anahuao,  65 ; 
Col.  Travis's  idea  of  hira,  67 ;  his 
order  to  arrest  Zavala,  69;  Judge 
Williamson's  opinion  of  him,  71; 
his  letter  to  Eueg,  71 ;  his  march 
from  Copano  to  San  Antonio,  83; 
as  commanding  general  at  Sim.  An- 
tonio, OS,  97;  his  surrender,  133; 
violates  his  paiole  of  honor,  167; 
taken  prisoner  at  San  Jacinto,  378. 
Council,  General,  00,  100,  135-168. 
Connties,  established,  338. 
Crockett,  Col,  David,  in  the;  Alamo 
with  Travis,  160 ;  performs  on  *he 
violin,  174;  his  death,  177;  Ken- 
nedy's sketch  of,  180,  104. 
Cryor,  Jack,  a  profane  Christian,  544. 
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Dallaa,   its   setfcleTneiitj,    populaiion,  i 

etc.,  515,  B31. 
Da-rie,  Gov.  E.  J.,  amnted  in,  45S; 
his  administcation,  how  apprecia- 
ted by  Texans,  458,  401. 
DawBon,   Capt.   and  command  des- 
troyed at  the  Salado,  427. 
Debt,  public,  of  Texas — as  nothing, 

580., 
Declaration   of   Independence,    and 

atonera  thereof,  158-165. 
Decree  of  3d  Oct.,  1835,  111^113. 
Denison,  its  settlement,  Bchools,  and 

future  proB^sote,  6G0,  561. 
Dunn,  James,   red-haired,  captured 

by  Oomandies,  4S3. 
Douglas,  Gen,  K.  H.,  commoads  the 
expedition  which  cspelled  the  Che- 
rokeea,  4M-410. 
Duval,  .lohn  C. ,  how  he  escaped  from 
the  Gciiad  MaSEaore,  203,  305. 


Education  in  Tesas,  S80-5fil. 

Edwards,  Hayden,  empresario,  13; 
author  of  the  Fredonian  War ;  ex- 
pelled from  Texas  hy  Gov.  BIsjico, 
inlS27,  48e. 

EliKOodo,  Mejdoan  Gan, ,  defeated  bj 
Perry  on  the  Alazan,  168. 

EUis^  Richard,  President  of  the  Con- 
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agent,  134 ;  his  letterto  Mr.  Joseph 
Mims,  197,  198;  ordered  to  evacu- 
atii  Goliad,  by  Gen.  Houston;  hia 
retreat,  defeat,  capture,  and  Maa- 
siwj-f,  301-203. 
I'ames^,  Charles,  comptS  de,  yiaits 
President  Houston,  346 ;  his  letter 
of  introduction  and  propositions, 
346-349 ;  plausible  reasons  for  re- 
jecting them,  349;  the  compt^  a 
noble  man,  etc,,  340,  350. 

Filisola,  Gen.  Vicente,  second  in 
command  of  the  Mexican  Army  to 
Santa  Anna,  137 ;  he  wrote  an  ac- 
count of  the  campaign,  103 ;  his 
statements  about  hia  army  oa 
hearing:  of  the  defeat  of  San  Ja- 
omto,  395,  206;  his  retreat,  396; 
superseded  by  Urrea,   330. 

Financial  condition  of  Texas,  580. 

Fisher,  Oapt.  8.  Roads,  with  Oapt. 
Hurd  and  the  'William  llobbins,  re- 
takes the  Hannah  Bliaabeth,  167. 

Flaooo,  a  Lipan  ohicf ,  who  served  with 
Hardeman  and  Hays,  413,  431 ;  his 


CoL  Almonte  speaks  of  them,  55, 
57-58. 

English,  Capt. ,  commands  a  company 
from  Eastern  Texas,  at  the  storm- 
ing of  San  Antonio,  in  Dec,  1835, 
114,  120. 

Ennis,  a  very  prosperous  city,  in  the 
midst  of  rich  fields,  etc.,  560,  561. 

Exchequer  BiLs,  receivable  for  cns- 
toms  alone,  etc.,  437. 


Fairfield,  its  female  college,  antronnd- 
tag  countcy,  and  story  of  Sister 
Jane,  639,  541. 

Fannin,  CoL  J.  W.,  at  the  battle  of 
Conoepcjon,  93 ;  made  GoTemment 


I,  Indian  agent  of  Mesico,  at- 
tacked and  alaia,  hy  J.  O.  Rice,  408. 

Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  U.  S. 
to  Gen.  Hnnt,  869-371. 

Fruits,  wines,  brandies,  and  whiskies, 
572,  576. 

O. 

Gaines,  Gen.  E,  P.,   ordered  to  the 
frontier,   319 ;    takes    position  at 
Naoagdoohea,  and  wiites  to  Gen. 
Houston,  333 ;  his  ooropliment  to 
Tesan  magnanimity,  835 ;  his  ad- 
vance   to    Nacagdoohes    jnstiBed, 
853,  354, 
Galveston,  city  of,  had  but  one  build- 
ir^m  1837,  308;  asketoh  of  Gal- 
veston and  the  four  sugar  conn- 
ti^,  495-501. 
G«liad,   harassed  and  paralyzed  by 
lie  'Wacoes,  36 ;  the  decline  in  ite 
popnlaljon  from  1806  to  1834.  52  ; 
I      captured  by  Oollingaworth,  87,  88; 
the  mfiasacre  at,  301,  330. 
Gorastiza,     Mexioan    minister,     on 
I       "  Candidates  for  Land,"  320. 
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Gonzales,  town  of,  first  battle  of  the 
Eevolutioa  at,  83-65 ;  after  tlie  fall 
o£   tlie   Alamo — buriiing  of,   231- 

Goveraors  o£  Tesaa,  since  Annesa- 
tion,  460,  487. 

Graves,  Sam.,  his  aqnirrel  story, 
193, 493. 

Giant,  President,  tefnses  to  sustain 
Gov.  B.  3.  Davis,  459-  efiect  of 
his  policy  oa  Tesans.  461. 

Gmat,  Dr.,  and  the  Matamoias  expe- 
dition. lSl-154;  his  defeat,  oap- 
tate,  raid  death,  186,  106. 

Grass  Fight,  neai  San  Antonio,  96. 

Grays,  New  Orleans,  at  the  storniing' 
of  San  Antonio,  130,  13J. 

Green,  Gen.  T.  J.,  arrives  with  330 
Yolnnteera  and  detains  Santa  Anna, 
303 ;  (IB  an  ofBoer  ia  the  army,  330 ; 
the  historian  of  the  Mier  espedi- 
tjou,  438. 

Green,  Gen.  Tom,  selves  on  the  fron- 
tier, 439 ;  commands  a  company  of 
Hays'  Reg't  Jn  Mexioiro  war,  430; 
at  San  Jacinto,  and  the  ciiptiire  of 
Galveston  twenty-seven  years  after- 
wards, 503,  603. 

H, 

Hamilton,  Gen.  James,  a  friend  of 
Texas — favors  Annexation,  3S8- 
861  ;  negotiates  a  loan  for  Texas 
from  Be^nm,  430. 

Hamilton,  Gov.  A.  J.,  Ms  adminis- 
tration, mild  and  conservative,  458 ; 
maa  '^ courded  out."  468. 

Hannah  Bliaaheth,-  The,  oaptnied  and 
recaptured,  157. 

Hai'deman,  Col.  W.  P.,  with  Col.  J. 
H.  Moore,  at  Wallace  Creek,  413 ; 
at  the  battle  of  Plum  Creek,  435. 

Harlan,  Billy,  indicted  for  stealing:, 
eto.  530. 

Hart,  Hon.  Hardin,  a  sketch  and 
stories  of,  546-550. 

Hays,  Col.  John  C,  retarns  from 
Guerrero  and  beooraes  f  anions  as  an 
Indian  fig-hter,  439 ;  hia  battle  with 
Oomanches  on  the  Frio,  430,  431 ; 
his  desperiite  struggle  with  Yellow 
Wolf  432. 


Hempstead,  Waller  coanty,  its  situa- 
tion, eta,  531-537, 

Henderson,  Gov.  J.  P.,  represents 
Tesas  at  Washington,  D.  C,  447; 
Governorof  Texas  duringthe  Mexi- 
can War,  450. 

Heroes  of  Texas,  how  immortaliaod, 
358. 

Homsby,  Joseph,  with.  Edmonson, 
charge  the  Imiiaus,  437,  433. 

Honston,  Sam,  comes  to  Texas,  13; 
his  career  in  Tennessee,  letter  of 
President  Jacltson,  imd  letter  to 
President  Jackson,  13-19  ; 
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qnent  appeals  to  the  people  of  San 
Augustine  and  Nacogdoches,  83; 
member  of  the  consultation,  99 ; 
elected  commander  in-ohiei  of  the 
army,  100 ;  Ms  proclamation  o£ 
Dec.  13,  183S,  138-131 ;  Ms  trip 
to  Goliad  and  report  to  Gov.  Smith, 
134-164;  is  futloughed  and  made 
Indian  agent — makes  an  important 
treaty  with  the  Indians,  156  ;  made 
commander-in-chief  by  the  ooti- 
vmvtion,  166;  hia  retreat  from  Gon- 
zales to  the  Havidad,  221,  337; 
he  retreats  to  the  Colorado  and. 
then  to  the  BrauM,  337-331 ;  hia 
letters  to  James  OoUings worth. 
Col.  T.  J.  Eush,  and  Wm.  Christy, 
323,  339 ;  !&.  Eiohardson's  Etrio- 
turea  on  Gen.  Houston's  retreat, 
339-344 ;  an  extract  from  his  re- 
ply to  IHr.  Richardson's  attauli, 
314-345 ;  what  Kennedy  says  of 
this  retreat,  etc  ^extracts  irom 
AlmoutS  journal  of  Santa  Anna's 
march,  343-350 ;  letters  to  the 
secretary  of  war,  360,  354 ;  his 
army  orden  of  Tth  April,  355; 
the  actinfl  secretory  of  war  com- 
plains of  his  not  Sghting,  355, 
■256;  his  answer,  356,  358;  hia 
march  to  Hairisbnrg  and  nddreaa 
to  the  people  of  Texas,  358,  361 ; 
meeting  of  the  Mexican  and  Texan 
armies,  281 ;  Victory  of  San  Ja- 
cinto, 363-378:  puts  Gen.  Well 
under  arrest,  397 ;  tnrna  over  com 
mand  of  the  army  to  Gen.  Rusk, 
397 ;  his  address  to  the  army,  397, 
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308 ;  reflections  of  Lamar.  398, 
Sflfi ;  explanation,  3S9,  303 ;  he 
goes  to  Hew  Orleans  for  medical 
treatment,  30S ;  Ms  return,  eleotioa 
to  tibe  Presidency,  aa&  inaugnra.- 
tion,  33^,  ^7;  his  visit  to  Seiita 
Anna  in  prison,  irapresementa, 
leyees,  and  meesage  to  CongreEs, 
383 ;  [HMgreBS  of  Texas  dtiring 
his  admioiatcation,  807-399 ;  is  le- 
elected  President,  reduces  ealaries. 
Bells  bonds,  issues  exolieq,uer  bills, 
eto. ,  430-437 ;  Hs  message  of  1843, 
440,  443 ;  extract  from  Ma  a<ldresa 
to  the  Great  Powers  and  m-mistke, 
443;  his  Bayou  trip  to  the  City 
of  Houston,  5(13,604. 
Houston,  Yonng  Sam.,  named  hy 
hia  mother,  303 ;  his  gallantly  and 
suffierii^,  B39-531. 
Hunt,  G-an.  Memncan,  hia  charactei, 
365 :  his  letter  as  minister  of  Texas 
to  Mr.  Forayth,  866-389 ;  Ma  3d 
letter  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  873-880. 
Hnrd,  Capt.,  conunanda  the  WilliaTn 

Bobbins,  157. 
Huston,  Gen.  Felix,  gi^es  an  ac- 
count of  Gen.  Lamar'a  introduc- 
tion to  the  office  of  Mnjor-General, 
82^^30;  fighta  a  duel  with  Gen. 
A.  Sidney  Johnston,  365 ;  com- 
mands at  Plum  Greek,  435. 


Independence,  a  Tesac  vessel,  cap- 
tured by  the  Viiieecior  del  Alamo 
and  the  Uiven,  884. 

,  declaration  of,  1S8, 


Immigration,  during  Pteaident  Hous 
ton's  administration,  397  sinoe  tbe 
late  civil  war,  456;  the  Texas  and 
Pacific  railroad  "  wM  Street  a 
ttr^m  of,  "  466. 

Itnrbids,  Emperor  of  Mexico  con 
firmed  to  S.  F.  Austin  the  colonial 
grant  to  his  father,  Moses  AaiTtm 


Jackson,  President,  letter  to  Got. 
Houston,  14;  appoints  Mr.  llorfit 
commisaionec  to  Texas,  319  ;  bis 
remarks  to  Gorastiza,  810,  330; 
he  opposea  the  trial  of  Santa 
Anna— letter  to  Geu.  Houston, 
384,  335 ;  his  meaRage  upon  Texan 
and  Mexican  affaira^  851,  353  ;  liis 
opinion  of  tbe  Santa  F4  espedition. 

Jefferson,  city  of,  a  sketdi  of,  504- 
507. 

Johnson,  Col.  Frank  W. ,  took  pact 
in  raleaaing-  Travia  and  Jack,  31 ; 
is  proscribed,  63 ;  commands  at  the 
stormii^  of  San  Antonio,  115-133 ; 
made  Goveniraeut  agent,  134-154 ; 
mate  defence  of  San  Pat- 
d  escape,  195-197. 
Telephns,  stories   of,   5S7, 


Johnston,  Gen.  A.  8.,  Secretary  of 

War,  409 ;  fights  a  duel  with  Gen. 

Felix  Huston,  865-iiote. 
Jones,  Anson,  elected  President,  449. 
Jones,  Hon.  Mi\,  from  Broaoria,  bis 

resolution  withdrawing  proposition 

of 


Al  m 
0 


lis  ;    at  S 
Kendiill,   George  Milk 

of  the  Santa  T        p  tut         4wl 

438 ;     a,   abeep  1  I 

grower    566-56 
Ken,  Peter  tat  th  th    Hannah 

Hizbttb   lo7;      pn    n        51 
Kirs'  Capt    his      mmamd      d  f 

118-50U 


LaVranche     Ale  h    fr      1    It 

liom  the  V   fitat      3 

Lafitte  the  pir  t  oc  p  Ga 
ton  406 ,  lids  G  Jacks  n  i 
Kittle   of  New  O  1  an      496 
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tamar,  M.  B.,  at  San  Jacinto,  367; 
made  Seeretaiy  of  War,  393;  op- 
posed to  treating  with  Santa  Anna 
— Ilia  letter  to  the  Cabinet,  S83, 
289  ;  appointed  Major- Seaeial  of 
lie  acmj — numbering  3,300,  324; 
an  account  ot  Mb  Major-Generol- 
Hhip,  by  G-en.  Felix  Huatoii,  334, 
330;  elected  Viae -President  of 
Texas,  337  ;^  elected  President  402  ; 
extracts  from  his  inaugural  ad- 
dress, 403-407 ;  his  Indian  policy, 
407 ;  his  proclamation  euconraging 
trade  with  Mexicans  across  the 
Rio  Grande,  413  ;  the  cost  and  end 
of  his  administration,  430, 

Land  titles  ux  Texas,  468-477. 

La  Salle,  the  French  disooTerer  of 
Texaa,  nnder  Louis  XIV,  9. 

Lee,  Gen.  Eobt.  B.,  stationed  at 
Nacogdoches,  when  Lieut. ,  333 ; 
his  estimation  by  the  Noi-tlieTn 
people,  487. 

Lim^toue   and   Freestone  oouu 


Hays'  camp,  429  ;   Gen.    Henry  at 

camp-ineeting,  543. 
McDonald,  Lieut.  W.,  at  the  storming 

of  San  Antonio,  118. 
McDonald,   Joe,,  at   camp-meeting, 

543. 


451. 
MoDuffle,   Got.   of   South  Carolina, 

opposes  recognition,  358. 
McKinney,    Thos.    F.,     Dr.    G.   W. 

Peru,  and  Gov.  H.  Smith,  1S7.  158. 
MoLeod,  Gen.  Hugh,  commander  of 


Gdiod,  301-330. 
fllatagorda,   one   of   the  four   great 

sugar  Counties,  500. 
Mayfleld,   Col.   James  S.,   difficulty 

with  Bart  Sims,  439,  440. 
Memorial,   Texan,  of  convention  of 

1833  to  Mexico,  34-48. 
Members  of  Convention  and  Signers 
of  Dedaration  of   Independence, 
184,  165. 
Merriman,   Frank,  a  story  of,  498, 

499. 

Mexia,  Col,,  with  a  fleet,  and  400 

,  ro.en  sent  to  Texaa,  19  ;  hia  return 

to  Mexico  to  aid  Santa  Arma,  31. 

Mexia,  Gen., hia  expedition  to  Tarn- 

pico,  134. 

Mier,  expedition,  438. 

Milam,  Ool.  Ben  It,  at  the  capture 

of  Goliad,  87 ;   his  character,   88 

-90 ;  leads  the  assault  ou  San  An. 

tonio  and  dies  in  the  moment  of 

victory,  116-130;  his  grave,  132, 

Minerals  of  Texas,  coal,  iron,  copper, 

&0.,  570. 
Moderatora'    war  with   the   Regula- 
i,  444,  446. 

Buma,  the,  and   liravo,  Mesi-  . 
vessels,  interrupt  Texas  com- 
lication  with  New  Orleans,  158. 
Momam,  Wat,  a  leader  of  the  Regu- 
lators, 445. 
Moore,  Col.  John  H.,  commands  the 
Texans  In  the  first  hattie  of  the 
Revolution  at  Gonzales,'  84;   un- 
Buooeasful  in  an  Indian  Fight  on 
Wallace's  Creek,  41 4 ;  defeats  the 
Oomanches   wili  great   slanghfer 
up  the  Colomrlo,  435. 
Morflt,    Mr.,    commissioner  to   visit 

Texas,  319. 
Morris,  Major,  second  in  command 
to   Col.  Johnsou  at  the  storming 
of  San  Antonio,  130. 
Moi^an,  Charles,  regular  trips  of  his 


339. 


McMullen  and  Gloine,  empreaaiioa, 

13-  I  N. 

Manufactures  in  Texas,  571,573. 
Marshall,    city    lit,   a   distinguished      Nacogdoches,  city  of,  sketch  of,  485- 

place,  488.  1      483. 
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Hash,  Capt.  Jack,  ends  tte  war  be- 
tween tlie  Regulators  and  Modera- 
tora,  4m, 

Navarro,  J.  Antonio,  a  Meiioan  Texan 
of  San  Antonio  and  member  of 
the  Convention  of  1839,  184, 

Na-ridad,  tbe   Texan   Army  at    the, 

Na-ry,'  Tessa,  losses  of  in  1837,  S84 : 
additions  to  in  1839,  419;  laid  up 
in  ordinary,  441. 

Heill,  Col.  J.  C.,  makes  a  feint  attack 
on  the  Alamo,  115 ;  oomniandB  in 
Besar  (or  San  Antonio),  135; 
wonnded  at  San  Jacinto,  373;  snc- 
oessful  in  battle  with  ComanobeB, 
8B9, 

New  Pliilippines,  see  map  and  pages. 


Palestine,  and  its  residents ;  Dr.  Jow- 

era  and  Hardin  Hart,  MS. 
.  Pease,  Gov.  E.  M. ,  his  administration, 

jnat,  &o.,458,  400. 
Poinsett,  J.  B. ,  Bs-Minister  to  Mexico 

and  friend  of  annexation,  358. 
Plantersyille,  and  incidents  suggested 

thereby,  524^527. 
Pcilk,  James  K,,  favors  annexation, 

447. 
Popery,  denounced  ia  the  Constitu- 
tion, 161-163  ;  ita  effects  on  the 
Eomans,  350;   its  effect  on  Mexi- 
cans, 350, 
Porter,   Bob,   hia    horse   race   with 

Telephus  Johnson,  537. 
Portilla,  Coi  J.  N.   tie,  the    execu- 
tioner of  Fannin'a  command,  318. 
Potter,  Robb.,   appointed  Secretary 
of  the  Savy,  168 ;   he  wished  to 
try  and  punish  Santa  Anna,  S83 ; 
his  chaiacter  and  death,  506-607. 
Power,  JamM  (written  in  error  Pow- 
els),  erapresario,  12;   Member   of 
the  Dedaiation  of   Independence 
0<mi!ention,  105. 
Provisional  Government 
100. 


BM;uet,  Henry,  letter  of  Gen.  Houa- 

tonto,  300,  301. 
Recognition,  the  first  step  to  annexa- 
tion, 318. 
Eeconatruotion,    police   bill,   militia 

law,  printing  bill.  Sua.,  458. 
Eefugio,  taken  by  Gen.  TJrrea,  300. 
Eice,  J.  O.,  escapes  from  Mier  and 
the  Knobs,  888;   he   attacks  and 
defeats  Manuel  Flores,  408. 
Ripley,  Wm. ,  crosses  the  road  back- 
wards, 383. 
Robber,  the  bine,  of  the  Pink  Moun- 
tain, 589,  591. 
Bobbins,  Wiiliam,  the  commanded  by 

Capt.  Wisher,  157. 
Rose,  Mr.,   an  account  of  his  escape 

from  the  Alamo,  179-188. 
Ross,  Capt.  S.  P,  and  T.  H.  Barron, 

first  settlers  of  Waco,  633. 
Rueg,  Heni'y,  Political  Chief,  sides 

wilii  the  war  party,  70. 
Eusk,  Gen,  Thoa.  J, ,  leads  his  people, 
83,  83  i  enthuses  the  soldiers,  114; 
member  of  convention  and  secre- 
fcaiy  ot  wai',  165,  186;  a  shoi't 
sketch  of,  354;  joins  Vae  army  and 
its  efieot,  354 ;  his  address  to  the 
people,  S59-361 ;  his  gallantry  at 
San  Jacinto,  370;  his  report  ot 
that  battle,  371-278;  defeats  the 
Indians  near  Port  Houston,  400; 
quella  Mexican  insoneotion  at  Na- 
cogdoches, 401;  ooramanda  the 
NaGOgdoches  regiment  in  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  Gherckees,  409; 
made  Major-Q«nexal,  441. 


Safety  Committees  organized,  71, 
Salado,   a  thriving  town  settled  by 

Col.  Sterling  Robertson,  613. 
Saligny,   M,   De,    French    represen- 
tative and  Mr.  Bullock,  433. 
San  Antonio,  a  sketch  of,  607-509, 
San  Augustine,  the  people  of  organize 
their  militia,  &e.,  88 ;  description 
of  the  county,  487. 
San  Filipe,  located  and  Settled,  11; 
convention'  of   1833   hehi  at,  33; 
burned,  340, 
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San  Filipe,  tlie  steamer,  captures  the 

Correo,  61). 
Sim  Fianoiscaos,  fomid  the  iriission. 

of  tlia  Alamo   10 
San  Taein  o  battle  of  "fl3  "  8 
San  Pat   c  o    mun    p  lifcj    of      3 

58     TJcrea takes  bbyai  iilt   195 
San  hsha.   des     jt  on  of  count;  of 


air  8t  Za  la  09  da  ms  to  be  a 
f  til  to  the  peoplK  of  Tex  b  7 
leads  h  8  army  into  Tesas  167  lie 
atta  ks  and  m  eats  tlie  Alamo,  169  , 
his  delence  of  the  Goliad  masaaore, 
208-313;  hia  macoh  from  Gonzl^ea 
to  Hamahui^,  346-350;  ia  cap- 
tured, 278:  tis  order  to  Gen.  Fili- 
Bola,  379,  280:  hia  treaties  of  peace 
with  Texas,  290-394;  is  taken  to 
Velasoo  and  farewell  to  the  Texan 
&miy,  803 ;  detained  a  pxisonec 
oootvary  to  his  treaties  and  the 
will  of  the  Texas  cabinet,  30ii, 
304;  his  pcoteab,  308-310;  at- 
tacked by  tiie  Press,  at  home^  330, 
331 ;  his  meetii^  while  in  priaon, 
with  S.  F.  ATisfcin,  333,  323;  his 
attempt  to  eaoape,  334 ;  bare^  es- 
capes beii^  court-martialed,  3S4 ; 
his  letter  to  President  Houaton, 
340,  342;  his  release  and  kind 
reception  by  President  Jackson, 
343;  hia  return  to  MeKioo  and 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
343,  844;  hie  education,  344;  con- 
trasted with  Henry  Shaw  and 
Julian,  the  Roman  Emperor,  345, 
846. 
Banta  Fe,  the  expedition  to,   435- 

438;  the  sale  of,  451. 
Seceasion  and  its  consequences,  453, 

466. 
Beguin,  Col.  J.  N. ,  ranged  the  coun- 
try between  Matamotaa  and  San 
Antonio,  399-;  butiee  the  ael 
Travis  and  comrades,  809. 
Sdiools,     colleges,     and    education 

in  Texas,  580,  ,691, 
Seisin,  Oapt.   W.  D.,  "strikes  Ue,' 
577-579. 


Scotb.  Col,  Tom's,  opinion  of  the  pro- 
ductive powers  of  Texas,  5li8,  569. 
Shackleford,  Capt,  John,  spared  at 
the  C  ol  ad  massaoie  on  account  of 
med  oal  servicea,  S18-S14. 
bhiw    Henry,    of    Shaw's  Garden, 

St  Loni9,  345. 
Shaw    Jas.   B.,  Comptroller,   atate- 

ments  of,  437,  441,  442. 
Sherman     Col.  Sydney,   at  San  Ja- 

cmto  303-378. 
Slavery    how  looked   on.  in  Texas 

B  noc  the  wai,  463. 
Sm  ely  expedition,  443-444. 
Sm  th  Col.  Ashbel,  minister  to  Eng- 
land, 413. 
Smith,  Henry,  Providonal  Gov. ,  100 ; 
troublea  with  the  council,  135-154; 
trouble  with  Col,  Tom  McKinney, 
158  ;   appointed  Treasurer  of  the 
aepnblio,  338. 
Smith,  John  W.,  the  gallant,  a  letter 

of,  335,  23«. 
Smith,  Oapt.  Erasmus  (Deaf),  sent  to 
Bexar,  333;  a  notable  spy,  358;  he 
captures  two  Mexicans,  359;  kills 
and  wounds  twenty  Mexicans,  390. 
Somervllle,  Gen.,  advances  with  750 

Texans  to  Guerrero,  438. 
Sterne,  Adolphns,  scares  BoUes  and 

his  Indiana.  131. 
Sylvester,   James  A,,  the  captor  of 
Santa  Anna,  373. 


Tampico,  expedition  to,  fails  134. 

Tenorio,  Capt.,  expelled  from  Ana- 
huac,  65. 

Texas,  its  early  history,  9-11 ;  the 
name,  10;  changes  of  government, 
557;  Gen.  Houston's  opinion  of, 
17 ;  Col.  Almonte's  opinion  and 
report  on,  49-60  ;  Col.  Tom,  Scott'a 
impreasion  of  aud.  others'  opinions, 
568-671 ;  a  list  of  Governors,  466, 
467. 

Texas  &  Padlic  Raiboad,  464-406. 

Thompson.  Capt. ,  captured  and  sent 

to  New  Orleans,  66. 
Tomel,  order  of,  to  Geo.  Cos,  00. 
Tyler,  President,  favored  annexation, 
447 ;  approved  the 
solutions,  449. 


rdbjGoogle 


Trayia,  Col.  Win.  E. 

Anaiuac,  10 ;  letter  to  Col.  Bowie, 
6fi,  67;  is  tavested  in  ihe  Alamo, 
169 ;  letters  to  bia  people,  169-174 ; 
his  death,  177:  hia last  iiddresa  to 
Mb  comrades,  179-184. 

Twin  Sistera,  arriyal  o£,  358. 


Ugarteoiiea,  Col,,  oommanda  at  Fort 
Velaseo,  30 ;  commands  at  San 
Antonio,  88 ;  orders  the  arreet  of 
Ttavie  and  otier  Texans,  68 ;  Mb 
attempt  to  diBarm  the  people  of 
Goiusales,  84;  hia  letter  to  Gen. 
AiisUn,  86. 

TJrrea,  Qen.  Joa6,  taiea  San  Patricio 
bj  assault  and  captuiea  Dr.  Grant 
and  oommand  at  Agaa  Dulce,  195 ; 
he  takes  Itetugio  and  Capfc.  King's 
command,  3(K);  captnrea  Paunin 
and  hie  cCoimand,  303 ;  estraota 
from  hia  pamphlet,  314-316.  and 
318-330 ;  supersedes  Gen.  Pilisola, 
330. 

ed  in  honor 


Van  Zandt,  Isaac,  represents  Texas 
at  "Washington,  D.  C,  447. 

VnBquei.  Gen.  invades  Texas  and 
captures  Sau  Antonio,  437-435. 

Vehlein,  empreaario,  witli  Burnet  and 
Zavala,  57. 

Velasco,  battle  of,  19,  30 ;  treaty  of. 


Walker,  Gen,  Eohert  J.,    aided   i 


Ward,  Col.,  sent  by  Col.  Fannin  to 
the  relief  of  Capt.  King,  repulses 
tie  assaults  of  Gen.  Xlrrea,  re- 
treats, is  captured,  and  slaia,  199-^ 


Westover,  Capt.,  takes  Lipontitlau, 
97. 

Wliarton,  CoL  John  A,,  member  of 
tlie  OonsultaUtm~f  99 ;  at  San  Ja- 
ointo, 370,  377;  Ms  death,  401. 

Wharton,  Wm,  H.,  preaident  of  the 
Convention  of  1885),  2S ;  chosen 
commissioner  to  the  TT.  S.,  100; 
captured  and  imprisoned  witli  Ma 
brother,  but  escapes,  884,  885. 

Williamson,  Judge  R.M  ,  his  speeches 
and  proscription,  68-70 ;  in  the 
Consultation,  99;  on  Mt.  Bonaell 
with  Gen.  Honaton,  431,  433; 
snatehed  up  by   Bart  Sims,  4 


.    of   CoJea  vs. 

supports   Santa 

of    Texas,   187; 

Texan  camp 


440; 

Eelsey,  485. 
Woll,  Gen.  Adi-ian 

sent  by  Pilisola  t 

and  put  under  arrest  by  Genl 
Houston,  SG6,  307;  mentioned  l^ 
Santa  Anna  in  Ms  protest,  308; 
he  captures  San  Antonio  and  causes 
the  Mier  expedition,  437,  428. 
Wyatt,  Capt,  of  volunteers  from 
Alabama,  135-137. 


Z. 
Zavala,  Don  Lorenzo,  his  relations 
with  Sajita  Anna,  who  orders  hia 
arrest,  68-60 ;  chairman  of  Safety 
Committee,  93;  member  of  the 
Consultation,  99  ;  made  Vice  Preai- 
dent,  16G ;  his  death,  354. 
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AD  V  E  E,  T  I  S  E  M  E  I^  T  S . 


Attention  is  called  to  the  foUoiviivg  business  firms,  all 
of  which  are  jirst-cLnss  and  strieUy  reliable  as  well  as 
r&sponsiMe  : 


The  sales  ofS.  K.  Thitrber 
&■  Co.,  Importers  and  Whole- 
sale Grocers,  West  Broadway, 
Meade  and  Hudson  Streets, 
Jiew  Torh,  exceed  those  of 
any  other  tivo  Houses  in  the 
same  line  of  business  in  the 
United  States,  and  therefore 
it  may  reasonoMy  be  said 
that  this  House  is  Headquar- 
ters for  all  goods  ivhich  are 
eaten  and  drank. 


J.  L.  Mott  Iron  Works, 

STOWES 


Plumber's  Iron  Wahe, 

conirirEiiHiiiMCIlISts,, 


NE-W     YORK. 


OHAS.  PRATT  &  CO. 


.  ani  its  rrei 


THE    OELBBRATBD    BRANDS 

"Astral "  and  "  Radiant,' 

108   FTTI.TON   STREEfT, 


Geo.    r.    Gants    &    Co- 
Office,  ITS  Ihiane  St.,  N.  Y. 

SEA    FOAM 

Delicians    Cooliery, 

Powerful    Strongtli, 
PevEoct    Pmrfty, 

Wonderful   Ecaaomy. 


MOODY  6l  JEMISOH 


Commission    IWerchants, 

striM,Gmesliii.l    r  izsrearist, 

lEIlS.      J     I  HEW  ICH, 


Especially  adapted  to  the 
Texas  Trade, 

S3    Mercer    Street, 

NEW    YORK. 
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Ar)VEETISEME]N-TS. 


PHELPS,  DODGE  &  CO., 


BLOCK  TIH,  "WIRE,  &e,, 

OLIFF    STREET, 

(Saieem  Jolm  and  FvUon,) 

NE^    VORK. 


W.  D.WOODS, 

IMPORTER 

IlCHMf  TAILOR 

1  G-reat  Jones  Street, 
NEW   YORK. 


JKffiS  i.  SHW  «  CO, 
CHINA,  GLASS, 

AEd  EAUTHESWAEE, 

cuncRY  Ana  fahov  goods, 
ZSDnaie&MMlmSts,, 


Z.  B.  HEYWOGD, 


mis 


UilU 


Uublier  Soflds  at  s^er?  iescrijtion. 

No.    3  31    BBOAD1VAY", 

(Set.  Wi/i'th  and  Thomas  Sts.) 

t^-  Correapondeiice    BoltcUed.  _^ 


.CBc 


all,  .'^tf.      W.  U.  KaQrejar,  Aaerneii, 


AUSTIN,   TEXAS, 
Under  Avenue  Hetel. 


JOHN  RORBACH, 

ilASUFACTTJIIEE  OF 

TRUNKS, 

TRAVELIMG  BAGS,  &c.. 
ITo.  521  Broadway,  JTbw  York, 

FACTORY,    NBWAEK,    N.    J. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

C,E.  JoliM  &  Co.,  Bankers  nnil  Land  Agents Austin,  Tci. 

Bun.  I!.  Thompson,  Dvnggist Austin,  Tes, 

B,  C,  Iclis,  Watciies,  Jewelry,  &e Austin,  Tes. 

Be  Cordova,  Withers.  &  Co,,  teas  Land  &  Geiiernl  Ageney..  Austin,  Tex. 

F.  ¥.  Chiinilier,  Attorney  and  Connsellot-at-Law Austin.  Tei. 

Garleton  &  liobettson.  Lawyers  and  Land  Agents Austin,  Tsi, 

B.  S.  Sheliey,  Atiorncy-at-Law.  (^""^S'C™!'!^""^*'"^')--  .Anstin,  Tei. 
Bethel  (loopffood,  Altofiiey-at-Law,('^'^"SsuB«mfKi?^°"'0  Austin,  T?s, 

»['.  W.  A.  DoiimRH,  Oefiiist Austin,  Tcs. 

Taylor  &  leland,  Land  and  Colleetin?  Agents IVaeo,  Tex. 

Flint  &  Chamhiirtin,  Bankers  and  ColtBCtisig  Agents Waco,  Tex, 

Flint,  Glnmherliu  &  Graham,  Attorntys  k  Counsellors-at-Law,  Waea,  Tex. 
.  Mulhall  &  Scaling,  Live  Sloek  Couimissio))  Blerehants,  Facitie 

and  Sational  Stock  Yards St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Maxwell,  Sealing  k  Mulhall,  Pork  PacterB,  Ml  S.  U  Street.  St,  Louis,  Mo, 
Douglas  Bagging  Company,  Baggin?,  ftopc  and  Twine, 

Omee,  m  N.  U  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
HeCampbell  &  Atlee Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 

Avenue  Hotel,  Dr.  T.  J.  Moore,  pvoprie!.or Anstin,  Tex, 

Hutehins  House,  N.  P.  Turner,         "      llonstnn,  Tex. 

la  CleiiB  Hotel,  I.  W.  Mnlin  &  Son.  "      St.  Louis,  Mo. 

City  Hotel,  Mumford  k  Watson,       "      Rew  Orleans,  In. 

IBsnger  Kotel,  Alamo  Square San  Antonio,  Tex.- 

Grand  Southern  Hotel,  Sbisa  &  Ortlia,  proprietors Galveston,  Tex. 

Kew  York  Hotel,  Fraak  Wrisley  &  Co Sew  York. 

TEXAS    LINE    FOR,    G-ALVEST  ON, 

Touching  at  KKY  -WEST,  esrrying  the  U.  S.  Mails. 
The   Steamer   CITY   OF   AUSTIN.    Captain   Stevens, 


:li  BillH  rf  Laflins  «i 


IB  GalypBtoii, 

Hiam 
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